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Contact: Stephanie Tipple 
Associate Director of Communications & Creative Development  
540‐376‐3909 
communications@atssa.com 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

NCUTCD sends letter requesting MUTCD revisions 
The National Committee on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (NCUTCD) recently met for its summer 
meeting in June. The organization whose purpose is to assist in the development of standards, guides 
and warrants for traffic control devices and practices used to regulate, warn and guide traffic on streets 
and highways.  

Additionally, the NCUTCD makes recommendations to federal transportation agencies including the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) on revisions to make to the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices (MUTCD), which sets national standards on TCDs. The MUTCD was addressed at the summer 
meeting and was a key takeaway topic of discussion. 

“The NCUTCD’s summer meeting was very productive and collaborative, with eight recommended 
changes being approved to the MCUTCD,” said ATSSA Senior Technical Advisor Eric Perry. “There was 
good discussion on Connected Automated Vehicles (CAVs) and pedestrian safety initiatives but an 
important effort that was discussed was a letter sent to the U.S. DOT by our organization, urging the 
federal agency to apply changes to the national standards set forth in the MCUTCD to increase roadway 
safety on our nation’s roadways.” 

The letter was addressed to U.S. DOT Secretary Elaine Chao and requested both the U.S. DOT and FHWA 
“proceed immediately” to make revisions to the MCUTCD and to develop a timeline for updates that 
would be made periodically. 

Read a copy of the letter below. 

 

 

Dear Secretary Chou: 

 

 We write on behalf of the organizations listed below to urge the United States Department of 
Transportation / Federal Highway Administration (USDOT / FHWA) to proceed immediately to update 

mailto:communications@atssa.com
https://ncutcd.org/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/
https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/
https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NCUTCD revision request letter to U.S. DOT 
American Traffic Safety Services Association 

 

 
NCUTCD revision request letter Page 2 of 2 
Revised: Aug. 20, 2018 www.atssa.com 

                                         
 

the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD or Manual) and to establish a schedule for 
future periodic updates. 

 The Manual was initially developed by a joint committee of the American Association of State 
Highway Officials (AASHO) and the National Conference on Street and Highway Safety in 1935. The 
FHWA assumed responsibility for the Manual in 1971 around the time that the 1971 version was 
published. Thus, FHWA has had stewardship of this important document for almost 50 years.  

 Prior to the administration of President Barak Obama, MUTCD rulemaking was classified as 
“insignificant” and did not require clearance through the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for 
the important technical updates to this document. Under that administration, the Manual was 
reclassified as “significant,” and consequently the OMB process has become not only a stumbling block 
but a barrier to updating the document. 

 Since the issuance of the 2009 version of the Manual, much practical research as well as 
thoughtful consideration by experienced traffic and safety engineers has resulted in recommendations 
to improve the document and the safe and efficient operation of our roadways. And, the emergence of 
Connected and Automated Vehicle technologies requires that the Manual be adapted to the needs of 
these vehicles. This need is evidenced by the numerous references to the MUTCD made in response to 
FHWA’s recent Request for Information regarding automated vehicles. In particular, even organizations 
that represent automakers commented on this item in response to RFI Question 10. 

 We look forward to your positive response to our request and stand ready to work with and 
support FHWA’s MUTCD team in updating the Manual to positive effect for both human and automated 
drivers. 


