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On Thursday, Sept. 15, 2016, 16 people gathered at the Idaho Transportation Department in Boise for 

the NW chapter meeting. A total of 4 public agency representatives attended. 

The chapter reported nearly $6,000 in their bank account. 

ITD’s Highway Safety Manager John Tomlinson introduced Ron Law and Chris Arvas from Operation 

Lifesaver to provide an overview of the organization and to discuss the Ida Shield – a special sign with 

three sides that is displayed under the traditional railroad grade crossing cross-buck sign. These Ida 

Shields are located at all passive public highway rail grade crossings. Operation Lifesaver estimates that 

15,000 lives have been saved since the program began (in Idaho!) 27 years ago. The Ida Shields are not 

used by many, if any other, states and a significant safety investment has been made in the state to 

improve safety. Back in the late 90’s, a $1,000,000 grant was used to move this project forward. “We 

would like the support of ATSSA to keep this program alive in Idaho and see it used for the remaining 

states.” 

Richard York from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration discussed the Hours of Service 

changes and use of Electronic Logging Devices that are required in many instances in 2017. Richard 

offered up his cell phone number for Idahoans to contact him: 208-334-1842. Since the 1930’s, the 

FMCSA has been regulating hours of service for the commercial trucking industry. 

Ryan Lancaster, ITD, offered information to the group about their Traffic Manual. The current version is 

some 450 pages and out of date referencing the 2003 MUTCD. He said that ITD is not writing a new 

manual but will be offering supplemental guidance to the existing manual. Use of the NCHRP350 

products are acceptable until MASH takes over in the future. 

The ATSSA national update shared that the association is made up of approximately 1,200 member 

companies and public agencies and 25 chapters that represent 40 states. It was noted that in the future, 

the NW chapter may wish to have a two-part chapter because of the constant geographic challenges 

and travel restrictions that are in effect often. (Ex: Washington and Oregon may wish to become 

NW/West and Idaho could become NW/East as a way to coordinate future meetings. ATSSA’s strategic 

goals were shared along with information on the very successful Star Recruiter Initiative. Mike Madden 

(Trinity) and Kevin Harley (Plasticade) will be recognized at EXPO. Information on Tuesday Topics was 

shared as opportunities to host free 30-minute webinars for members focused on an industry concern 

and/or solution. Comments were made from one member about why no ATSSA training classes were 

offered in Idaho. ITD said that Evergreen and ATSSA were approved vendors and Bob Felt suggested that 



ITD (or members) contact ATSSA training to identify needs and set up future training dates. [UPDATE: 

Training has been scheduled in Twin Falls, ID for March 2017.] Information from ATSSA’s Midyear 

committees was shared with the group as well as The Foundation’s National Work Zone Memorial and 

the upcoming schedule. 

Under new business the chapter will continue the Chapter Scholarship Program to send someone to 

ATSSA’s show in Phoenix in 2017. Last year’s recipient provided an overview (and a written report) 

about his experiences from attending the show in New Orleans. There was discussion about how to get 

more workshop sessions from contractors, etc. vs. many DOTs. 

The vendor spotlight concept at chapter meetings was briefly discussed and that ATSSA national was 

considering development of a policy to help guide chapters in offering consistent application of this 

agenda item. The chapter is in need of a president elect and board positions so ATSSA will soon 

coordinate a call for nominations and an election for 2016. Chapter President Michael Flanagan (Altus 

Traffic) was hoping to gain support from members in each of the three states (ID, OR, WA). 

The next chapter meeting will be held at the WSDOT office(s) in Vancouver, WA on Nov. 16. 


