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Remarks By: James Baron (ATSSA) 
Pennsylvania (Harrisburg) Work Zone Safety Awareness Event 

10:30 a.m., March 20, 2015 

 
Secretary Richards, honored guests, ladies and gentlemen – good 
morning.  
 
Seventeen years ago, a roadway safety awareness and education day was 
arranged and conducted in Bristol, Virginia for a group of Virginia DOT 
workers.  
 
Instead of heading out for work on Virginia’s roadways that one spring 
morning in 1998,  the VDOT workers in that district gathered together 
for the entire morning, completely shutting down their shop, to spend 
time together focused on one thing only – work zone safety.  
 
They spent that morning meticulously inspecting, repairing and 
replacing their orange garments. 
 
They checked their safety equipment, inspected cones, barrels and signs 
in their inventory, cross-checked their communications devices, their 
vehicles, and most importantly – they checked each other.  
 
Among themselves, they repeatedly stressed the importance – and the 
necessity – of looking out for each other while on the job in the work 
zone.  
 
These men and women practically grew-up together. They shared good 
times and bad times. They truly cared about each other and watched 
each other’s back.  
 
They also talked about the other guy, and we all know him.  
 
He’s the guy on the other side of the barrels.  
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They talked about looking out for that guy and the things he does well – 
or not so well – when he enters the work zone.   
 
The gathering that morning – that local safety stand down in Bristol, 
Virginia, evolved into something we all know today as National Work 
Zone Awareness Week.  
 
When the first official National Work Zone Awareness Week event 
was held in Springfield, Virginia in 2000 – the ceremony consisted of a 
mixture of industry representatives who each spoke on the importance 
of worker safety and on the dangers that exist in work zones.  
 
They concluded that event by simply tying orange ribbons on to the 
work zone vehicles in the yard to signify a newborn commitment that 
had just been created to help save lives and prevent injuries in work 
zones.  
 
Today, I am happy to report, every single state in America has adopted a 
work zone safety campaign, a motto, or an event to pause and recognize 
the importance of work zone safety.   
 
And many of those events are very similar to the one being held right 
here, right now in snowy Harrisburg this morning.   
 
These events held across the country, bring people together to help keep 

the message of work zone safety on the front burner – in plain view –on 

the airwaves – in the newspapers – in discussions with elected officials 

– not only during National Work Zone Awareness Week – but around 

the clock, 365 days a year.  It’s also an opportunity for us to pause and 

remember those who have lost their lives in work zones and the families 

that they left behind all too soon.  

 
On one hand, statistics show that fatalities have declined in work zones 
over the last 15 years.  
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On the other, the number of those killed and injured in work zones 
hasn’t fallen to zero – and that would be a great milestone for our nation 
to achieve – to have one full year where there are zero deaths to report 
in work zones.  
 
Please continue to stand together, as you are proudly doing today – and 
as you’ve done now for so many years, to help do everything you can to 
help reduce senseless and often avoidable, work zone crashes. 
  
Zero deaths is an incredible goal to set, and hopefully, a goal we will 
someday achieve.   
 
Thank you.  
 
And now, it’s my pleasure to introduce Jason Wagner, Director of Policy 
and Government Relations, from the Associated Pennsylvania 
Constructors. 
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