
Construction worker struck, killed in Pasadena 
Excessive speed, failing to follow traffic direction preliminary cause of crash, police say 
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PASADENA, Md. — A 58-year-old construction worker died when he was struck by a vehicle Monday 
afternoon in Pasadena, Anne Arundel County police said. 

Rodney Christopher Chase, of Baltimore, was declared dead at the scene after the accident, which 
occurred at 12:50 p.m. on Fort Smallwood Road at Hillcreek Road. 

"This individual was a flagger. He was responsible for stopping and slowing traffic," Anne Arundel County 
police Lt. Ryan Frashure said. 

Police said a Jeep Grand Cherokee was traveling southeast on Fort Smallwood Road approaching 
Hillcreek Road, which was reduced to one lane due to construction on a State Highway Administration 
project to repair concrete on the bridge over Rock Creek. 

As the Jeep approached Hillcreek Road, it struck Chase, who was controlling traffic using a rotating 
stop/slow sign in the center of the roadway.  

"Preliminarily, the investigation indicates a vehicle on Fort Smallwood Road, where the area started to 
filter down to one lane, the driver was driving too fast and didn't see the construction worker and hit the 
construction worker," Frashure said. 

The driver of the Jeep remained at the scene. 

It could take months for county police to finish the investigation. 

"These investigations are very thorough. Our traffic safety section diagrams these accidents, reviews a lot 
of evidence and compiles all the information," Frashure said. 

The traffic safety unit has up to a year and a day to complete its investigation. Its finding will be turned 
over to the State's Attorney's Office, which will determine possible charges. 

In extending condolences to Chase's family, State Highway Administrator Gregory C. Johnson said in a 
statement, “We mourn the loss of a member of our extended contracting family in a tragic incident on Fort 
Smallwood Road near Pasadena. We extend our heartfelt condolences to Mr. Chase's family, friends and 
coworkers. This is an unfortunate reminder of how dangerous highway work can be, particularly when 
workers’ only protection is a hardhat and reflective vest. While this crash remains under investigation, it is 
critical to remind motorists of the paramount role they have in safeguarding the lives of our workers. 
Drivers need to slow down and remain alert in work zones -- work zone safety is in your hands.” 

According to SHA, work-zone crashes have decreased recently, but there were six fatalities in 2016 and 
nine in 2015. That same year nationally, 1,000 people were killed, many drivers and passengers, not 
workers. 
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