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Chairman Graves, Ranking Member Holmes Norton and members of the 

Subcommittee, thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony on behalf of the 

American Traffic Safety Services Association (ATSSA). My name is Debra Ricker, and I 

serve as Chair of ATSSA’s Board of Directors. ATSSA is an international trade 

association which represents 1,400 members who manufacture, distribute and install 

roadway safety infrastructure devices such as guardrail/cable barrier, pavement 

markings, rumble strips, signs and work zone safety devices.  

In addition, I am the President of a traffic control company, Worksafe Traffic Control 

Industries Inc, based in Barre, Vermont. My company manufactures construction, 

highway and commercial signs and distributes traffic control devices throughout 

northern New England. I am especially excited that the Subcommittee is holding a 

hearing on building a 21st century infrastructure for America, because my company 

specializes in using smart, innovative technologies to enhance the safety and mobility of 

roadway users in work zones. 

Nearly two years ago, Congress passed the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation 

(FAST) Act which was signed into law by President Barack Obama. This five-year 

commitment to investing in America’s transportation infrastructure was a significant step 

forward in combatting a multitude of challenges on our Nation’s roadways. However, as 

many users of the system know, more and smarter investments are critically needed. 

The most recent Report Card for America’s Infrastructure (2017) from the American 

Society of Civil Engineers indicated that the overall grade for infrastructure was a D+, 

with roads and bridges receiving a grade of D and C+ respectively.1  

It is critical that we not only increase our investments to the system, but just as 

importantly, we must use our investments wisely to ensure the best return on 

investment. In 2015, 35,092 individuals were killed on U.S. roads.  

In order to tackle the challenge of roadway fatalities, states and local governments must 

not only continue to invest in roadway safety infrastructure projects, but they also must 

think about how best to utilize their limited resources. In addition, Congress must 

address the looming challenge of transportation funding for both a one-time 

infrastructure package and to address the solvency of the Highway Trust Fund for future 

surface transportation authorizations. ATSSA strongly supports increasing and indexing 

the federal motor fuel user fees. As a nation, we cannot be serious about investing in 

our future infrastructure without taking action to fund this investment.  

 

                                                           
1 ASCE’s 2017 Report Card for America’s Infrastructure - https://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/americas-grades/  

https://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/americas-grades/
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As an industry, ATSSA is committed to moving Toward Zero Deaths on all U.S. roads. 

Although this is an ambitious goal, a goal of anything less is unacceptable. Quite simply, 

when it comes to our own personal family’s lives, zero deaths is the only acceptable 

goal. In order to achieve this, stakeholders, road users and elected officials must work 

together to deploy countermeasures that save lives, reduce serious injuries and make 

the best possible use of resources.  

The FAST Act continued a tradition laid forth by SAFETEA-LU in establishing a 

dedicated program for roadway safety infrastructure. Named the Highway Safety 

Improvement Program (HSIP), this core Federal-aid highway program is committed to 

reducing fatalities and serious injuries through roadway safety infrastructure 

countermeasures.  

ATSSA firmly believes in the Highway Safety Improvement Program specifically and the 

federal transportation program generally. While financing tools can be very helpful in 

parts of the country - they most likely would not work in my state of Vermont or other 

rural states or rural areas. We know that more than 50 percent of roadway fatalities 

happen on rural roadways – while less than 20 percent of the American people live in 

rural areas. ATSSA would ask this Subcommittee and Congress to help ensure that 

rural areas can participate in any new infrastructure initiative. 

As Congress and the new Administration work on an infrastructure initiative, it is 

important to remember that direct federal funding is the best and quickest way to ensure 

increased investments across the country. This is especially true when it comes to 

roadway safety infrastructure projects.   

To this end, ATSSA believes that at least 10 percent of any new federal funds for 

highway projects should be dedicated to roadway safety infrastructure projects through 

HSIP and that funds within HSIP should remain focused on roadway safety 

infrastructure projects and not be flexed to other programs. As American workers 

rebuild our nation’s transportation infrastructure with investments from this package, 

safety must be a core principle of that investment. We have a unique opportunity to 

supplement our safety work from the FAST Act with a laser focus on saving lives and 

reducing injuries on America’s roadways.  

Chairman Graves and Ranking Member Holmes Norton, thank you for the opportunity to 

submit testimony as the Subcommittee begins discussions on how best to invest and 

modernize America’s infrastructure.  


