
Tenda
The first level of the Mbaru Niang, used by the people during their 
daily activities such as eating, sleeping, cooking, etc. 
The average diameter for tenda is 11 m.

 Lobo
The second level of the Mbaru Niang, used as a food storage. 
Lobo means "upstairs". The diameter for Lobo is usually around 9 m.

 Lentar
Lentar means corn.  
Before, while the people consumed corn as their primary food, 
this floor are used to store the corns for a long period of time. 
The diameter of this level is usually around 6m.

Lemparai
These days, the top three floor are rarely used. 
In the early days, this floor is also used to store 
the food for a long period of time

Hekang kode
Hekang Kode means the monkey's house.  
This level is used for the ancam bobong ceremony, 
one of the last ceremony in their construction process. 
The diameter of this area is around 1.8 m.
 

 Kilikiang
Kilikiang is a rattan circle placed on top of the house. 
It  is used as a support for the roof 's structure to form 
the top of the conical house.
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Even before the conservation and rebuilding undertaken in this project, the remote village of Wae Rebo 
was known to be the last Manggarai village still containing these authentic multi-storey structures.

Five identical conical houses, known as the mbaru niang, have been entirely rebuilt; of the two houses 
rebuilt under the local government programme in the 1990s, one was entirely re-thatched and the other 
left untouched.



Each of the five rebuilt mbaru niang sit exactly upon the footprint of the earlier houses. Their 
arrangement and individual orientation are as before, namely in an open U-shape facing towards the 
community’s central, open-air altar.

At the early stage, to restore the village to its original state of seven houses was not even under 
consideration, the rebuilding was only concerning the two damaged mbaru niang. 



Four of the five rebuilt houses are identical and resemble the original buildings. As before, the 
organisation of spaces reflects family and social structures, modest agricultural lifestyles and cultural 
beliefs that have remained largely unchanged.

At Wae Rebo, the mbaru niang house large extended families (up to 30–40 people each) but also serve as 
a ritual and ceremonial space to commemorate ancestors. 



The black palm fibres, introduced to increase the longevity of the thatch roofing, is sourced from nearby 
Mulas Island.

The buildings are entirely handmade, manually erected and assembled with simple tools – such as ropes, 
machetes, and chisels – with no machinery other than a hired chainsaw to fell the larger trees in the 
forest.



The fifth mbaru niang was intended as a guest house for visitors and Wae Rebo has rapidly been 
transformed from near obscurity to one of the main sights promoting tourism on the island of Flores.

The rebuilt mbaru niang faithfully replicate the original houses using, as before, natural materials 
available in the surrounding forest.
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