
MULTIPLYING 
RETURNS
Zubaida, a farmer from Madrassa Village, Farza 
District, Kabul Province, exemplifies the value of invest-
ing in Afghan women. GPFA helped her launch a poplar 
woodlot business that 
provides annual earn-
ings and a windfall 
profit from timber sales 
after the trees mature. 
Zubaida generously 
distributed cuttings 
from her trees to other 
village women who then 
established their own 
woodlots. The multi-
plier effect has resulted in 
livelihood gains for the entire village. 

Hamida from Bala Da village, Paktya Province, is 
a motivated entrepreneur. After joining GPFA’s orchard 
revitalization program, Hamida harvested 3,500 kilos 
of apples with the help of 
Sakina, a GPFA expert, and 
earned $4,000 in one year. 
Now the primary sup porter for 
the 16 people in her house-
hold, she remains driven to 
improve her business. 

After witnessing the 
success of a cold storage 
facility GPFA helped 
neighboring women build, 
Hamida and her neighbors 
are building their own 
community cold store. “Now 
we sell at harvest time when 
the tekadar (trader) comes 
and prices are low. But if we could store our fruit, I could 
nearly double my income in winter.” The dis semination 
of knowledge has had a powerful ripple effect for 
Hamida and her community.   

EMPOWERING 
RURAL WOMEN
Global Partnership 
for Afghanistan (GPFA) 
works with rural Afghans to 
create farm businesses that 
alleviate poverty and build 
sustainable livelihoods. 
Women comprise 60% of 
Afghanistan’s population and 
a majority of the agricultural 
workforce, yet their participation is meagerly rewarded. 
GPFA is working to change that. 

Our dedicated Afghan staff assist rural women 
to increase their incomes and have a voice in their 
communi ties by developing farm businesses, mobilizing 
into associations, and learning new skills. 

Previously housebound women now attend train-
ings, launch enterprises, contribute to family income, 
and support their peers. Afghan women are pursuing 
opportunities that were previously unimaginable and—
in the pro cess—remaking traditional gender roles and 
changing societal attitudes.   

MOBILIZING 
COMMUNITIES
With the formation of the Mohammad Agha and 
Sayed Abad Women’s Associations, GPFA is mobilizing 
and unifying women in their communities. These legally-
registered Associations, each with over 200 members, 
develop enterprises, promote training, tackle community 
problems, and coordinate support from stakeholders 
including the District Governor’s staff, the Afghan De-
partment of Women’s Affairs, US Embassy officials, other 
NGOs and perhaps, most importantly, each other.   

WOMEN WORKING 
TOGETHER
Launched in 2005, GPFA’s Women Working 
Together Initiative began by helping widows and female 
heads of household establish or revitalize their orchards, 
nurseries and farms.

Expanding to include income-generating activities 
such as food preservation, greenhouses, vegetable and 
strawberry production, beekeeping, and poultry,  
GPFA has:

•	 assisted 4,700 women 
to launch agricultural 
enterprises

•	 trained more than  
8,000 women

•	 formed women’s as-
sociations and farmer 
groups,

•	 and improved the lives  
of over 125,000 women 
and girls.   

INCOME  
GENERATORS
Solar Dryers 
GPFA has distributed more than 
750 solar food dryers to women in 
seven provinces. These inexpen-
sive wooden boxes dry and pre-
serve fruits and vegetables. They 
are constructed locally and require no power source. 
With higher quality produce, women are able sell their 

goods at higher prices and earn 
higher incomes.

Strawberries 
High in nutritional value, one 
small strawberry plot grosses in-
come of $820 per year. GPFA has 
distributed 250,000 strawberry 
plants to more than 1,000 wom-
en and trained them in planting 
and processing strawberries. 
GPFA continues to expand straw-
berry distribution as there is an 
ever growing demand.   

“When the trees are 
mature we hope 
to make enough 
money to provide 
a better education 
for our children 
and maybe to 
invest in livestock.” 

-  Zubaida, 
Entrepreneur

Hamida and GPFA extensionist Sakina

“[GPFA] should be 
used as a model for 
USAID-funded women’s 
empowerment programs.” 

 - USAID 2011 Evaluation Report

Empowered in
Their Communities

ASSURING 
SUCCESS
To address the needs and cultural consider-
ations of Afghan women, GPFA has built a committed 
and courageous staff of women agricultural profession-
als, project man agers and trainers. In many conserva-
tive areas, delivering services that empower women 
means risking one’s life. GPFA’s Women’s Program is 
led by managers Fatima Sardar and Mariam Sidiqi who 
confront these risks daily to improve lives. 

Mariam Sidiqi explained the impor tance and mo-
tivation behind her work: “The women who live in this 
province are brave to participate in our program too. I am 
looking forward to helping these women find resources 
and provide them with opportunities to improve their 
families’ lives and livelihoods through Global Partner-
ship for Afghanistan. Hopefully, this work will help 
the dreams of these grandmothers and mothers, their 
daughters and granddaughters, come true.” 

Fatima Sardar reported that over and over again 
she hears “We can do this, we have the land… how can 
you help us to get started?”  

Global Partnership for Afghanistan’s 
Programs for Rural Afghan Women

How You Can Help 
Support Afghan Women

GPFA’s Program for Afghan 
women depends on the generous 
contributions of individuals, 
foundations and government 
agencies. Donations to GPFA 
are tax-deductible to the extent 
allowed by the law. 

Donate today to create a better life 
for an Afghan woman in need.

By phone: 
1-212-735-2080

By mail:  
Global Partnership for Afghanistan 
P.O. Box 1237 
New York, NY  10276-1237

For more information, please 
contact info@gpfa.org or call 
1-212-735-2080.

www.gpfa.org 

Restoring Land and Livelihoods

Restoring Land and Livelihoods

“A solar dryer is easy to use 
and will protect my produce from 
dust, flies, pests and rain,” she said 
“this means I will get more money for 
my dried vegetables. This is good 
for my family.”  

- Nafisa, Entrepreneur
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