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Document B 
 
 

ARCHITECT’S RECORD 
2004 AWARD CYCLE 

 
 
1.   IDENTIFICATION  
      Project Title: Centrale    Restaurant  
      Street Address: lot #615, Saifi 
      City:  Beirut                           Country: Lebanon 

 
II.   PERSONS RESPONSIBLE: 
     A. Architect/Planner 

       Name: Bernard Khoury Architects 
 Mailing address: Aleph building. G.F. Beydoun St. 
 City: Nasra - Beirut       Postal code: 2026 4418 
 Country: Lebanon      Telephone: +961 1 611120 
 Facsimile: +961 1 611121                      E-mail: Bernard_khoury@hotmail.com 
 Principal Designer: Bernard Khoury 

 
    B. Client 
 Name: Centrale    Restaurant 
 Mailing address: lot #615, Saifi 
 City: Beirut      Postal code: 
 Country: Lebanon                      Telephone: +961-1-575858 
 Facsimile:      E-mail: 

 
    C.  Project Affiliates/Consultants 
 

Please list those involved in the project and indicate their roles and areas of responsibility (e.g. engineers, contractors, economists, 
master craftsmen, other architects, clients, etc.). Please cite addresses and telephone numbers separately. 

 
 Name:                 Role: 

 
 Bernard Khoury                                                                     Architect 
 
 Fadi Sarieddine                                                                                Project manager 
   
 Eng. Elie Abdelnour                                                                    Execution  
 
 Eng. Robert Riachi                                                                                 Structural engineering  
 
 Eng. Georges Fares                                                                                 Mechanical engineering 
 
 Eng. Hanna Habchi                                                                    Electrical engineering 
 
          A.C.I.D/MITSULIFT                                                                               Hydraulic Systems 
  
          Nathalie Boustany Khoury                                                                        Graphic Design 
             
          Joe Keserouani                                                                                         Photography 
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III.  TIMETABLE  
 (Please specify year and month)  
 

A. Commission  1/2000 
 
B. Design 2000                                       Commencement  1/2000                                Completion  8/2000 

 
C. Construction  2000/2001                    Commencement 9/2000                    Completion 10/2001 

 
D. Occupancy   10 years (projected) 
 
 Remarks: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
IV. AREAS AND SURFACES 
 (Please specify in square metres) 
 

A. Total size area       indoor : 400 m2 (approx.) 
         
B. Ground floor area     indoor 200 m2 (approx.) 

 
C. Total combined floor area   750 m2 (including outdoor terrace and underground kitchen) 

(Including basement(s), ground floor(s) and all upper floors) 
 
 Remarks: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
V. ECONOMICS  

(Please specify the amounts in local currency and provide the equivalent in US dollars. Specify the date and the rate of exchange in 
US dollars at the time.) 
 
    Amount in                Amount in US dollars  Exchange rate Date 
    Local Currency  

  
A. Total initial budget  1,200,000,000 L.L                    800,000 U.S.D                                  1 USD/1500 L.L          2000 
 
B. Cost of land  Land is being rented 

 
C. Analysis of actual costs  

1. Infrastructure  ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Labour   ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Materials  ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Landscaping  ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Professional fees  85,000 USD 
 
6. Other   ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

D. Total actual costs  960,000 USD 
(Without land) 
 

E. Actual cost   1280 USD/m2 including all decorational items and furniture 
(Per square metre)  

        Remarks:   
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VI.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
          The belt-structure: 
          Both the internal walls of the building and the slab of the first floor level had to be demolished. In the 

process of voiding out the 9m high volume, the outer envelope of the house had to be reinforced: 
horizontal beams were used to embrace the skin from the outer perimeter of the façade, while an internal 
structural layer of concrete was poured against the internal surface of the envelope. Simultaneously, 
existing interior walls and slabs were gradually being demolished. Ring beams spanning the whole width 
of the space brace the walls from the inside. Our preservation scheme includes this traditionally 
temporary process in the final configuration of the edifice: The temporary steel beams used in the 
reinforcement process are preserved. They now imply a new reading of the non-restored façade. 
Furthermore, the sandstone of the façade is not re-plastered, as it would have been the case in a traditional 
rehabilitation process: instead, it is covered with a metallic mesh behind which the plaster has already 
started peeling out. The protection of the edifice is achieved by a waterproofing membrane applied 
between the sandstone and the internal layer of concrete. The mesh now enhances the poetic dimension of 
decay. That explains the nature of the intervention, its temporal dimension and its position vis-à-vis the 
"historical value" of the building. 

 
           The central hall: 
           In the double volume of the main hall lies a central table accounting for 46-seated people. The service is 

trapped inside the table and communicates directly through a flight of stairs with the kitchen underground 
(under the garden area). Every dish on the table is lit with a pilot lamp directed specifically at it. Such a 
formal aspect - similar to a conference  

          table for a general assembly - is further enhanced by the proportions of the chairs: 46 chairs with high 
back line the table and insure the secrecy of the assembly. A huge light fixture is suspended above the 
central space and lights the under-face of the bracing structure that inhabits the upper level bar. 

           Excluded from the main hall are 3 separate "loggias" allowing for 6 seated people each. 
            
           The bar: 
           4 ring beams are suspended above the main hall: they inscribe a circular section that inhabits a 17m-long 

bar. The structure also serves as a track for the rotating movement of the cylindrical envelope of the bar 
space. When open, the envelope frames a view on the city: a juxtaposition of renovated edifices and a 
non-renovated fabric at the edge. 

            
           The elevator: 
           A section of the cylindrical volume inhabiting the bar moves vertically to link the 2 levels together. 

Inside are 2 deep benches facing each other: they follow the circular section of the volume. 
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VII. MATERIALS, STRUCTURE AND CONSTRUCTION  
                    The construction process relied heavily on the know-how of the local craft industry:  low-                   

tech and non-standard techniques were particularly in use in the metal works. All steel elements 
were, for instance, assembled on site in a continuous weld technique. This is part of a more general 
concern we have with the making of architecture. It is a reaction to the prevalent construction 
industry that relies on standardized modes of production. Along with other projects we have done 
(including the B018), the Centrale project tries to escape that typical process of construction by re-
enacting traditional ways of making. 

 
                    All decorative accessories, lighting fixtures, furniture and signage have been exclusively designed 

and manufactured locally. 
 
 

VIII. PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE AND IMPACT 
                    The recuperation of a building in post war Beirut 
                        
                      “ Beirut is not being re-built. In the absence of any coherent institutional involvement in the re-

construction process, the city finds itself in the hands of private financial real estate ventures. 
Institutional Architecture as we would like to define it in the west does not exist. I would describe 
“post-war” Beirut as a hyper-contemporary version of the capitalist city in a state of anarchy. 
Recent developments and buildings reflect a literal translation of local building laws and 
regulations that generate a highly congested cityscape of bad developers’ architecture. In this 
climate of monotonous urban cacophony imposed by developers that see no relevance in the 
architectural act, we look at our projects as exceptional opportunities to explore other architectural 
parameters that go beyond the conventional building types and other forms of exploitation 
models”. 

              The Centrale project is housed in a recuperated ruin of a 1920’s residential structure that is placed 
under historical protection. It is located in an area that was deserted during the civil war due to its 
proximity to the demarcation line that separated east and west Beirut. To the vicinity of the site is 
the Beirut Central District historical quarters that have been subject to a general rehabilitation 
scheme through which the formal features of ottoman, colonial and other various influences were 
restored to their “original” state.  

              For the purpose of implementing the required space for the restaurant within the remains of the 
existing house, the internal partitioning walls of the building and the slab of the first floor level had 
to be demolished. In the process of voiding out the interior of the existing structure, the outer 
envelope of the house had to be reinforced by placing horizontal beams that embrace the skin from 
the outer perimeter of the façade.  

               Our rehabilitation scheme implements this temporary process in the final configuration of the 
edifice. The steel beams used in the temporary reinforcement process are preserved. They now 
imply a new reading of the non-restored façade. Furthermore, we chose not to re-plaster the 
damaged facade, as it would have been the case in a traditional rehabilitation, instead, it is covered 
with a metallic mesh behind which the plaster finishing of the old façade remains in a state of 
decomposition. The mesh now enhances the poetic dimension of decay.  

               In the double volume of the main hall lies one central table. The service personnel remains trapped 
inside the table and communicate directly through a flight of stairs with the kitchen underground. 
Every dish on the table is lit with its own pilot lamp. Such a formal aspect - similar to a conference 
table for a general assembly – is further enhanced by the proportions of the high back chairs that 
line the table to insure the secrecy of the assembly. 






