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21 September 2013 - “Predictable and sustained” international support for Afghanistan will be critical as the country
proceeds with its transition, prepares to hold elections next year and international forces draw down by the end of 2014, the
United Nations Deputy Secretary-General Jan Eliasson, told a meeting of a key international grouping for the country’s
peace and stability.

“In a period of uncertainty, the Afghans must know that they will not be abandoned or forgotten by the international
community. Predictable and sustained support will send that important signal,” Mr. Eliasson said in opening remarks to a
meeting of the International Contact Group (ICG) on Afghanistan and Pakistan held at UN Headquarters in New York on
Friday.

The Group, which comprises more than 50 States and organizations, meets three times a year and is a forum for political
coordination in relation to international efforts for peace and stability in Afghanistan.

The meeting, convened by the ICG’s Chairman, Ambassador Michael Koch of Germany, focused on preparations for next
year’s presidential elections as well as the role of the UN beyond 2014, when the International Security Assistance Force
(ISAF) is expected to leave.

Afghanistan is slated to hold an election on 5 April next year to choose its new leader, replacing President Hamid Karzai. The
following year, Afghanistan will hold elections for its National Assembly.

The political transition coincides with security transition. In June, the Afghan security forces, for the first time since 2001,
assumed full responsibility of securing their country from their international allies, who are ending their combat mission by
the end of 2014. Simultaneously, the country is engaged in peace and reconciliation efforts with the main armed opposition
group, the Taliban.

“Credible elections,” said Mr. Eliasson, “will give Afghans confidence in the future of their country, and help lay the
foundations for further progress for security, reconciliation and development.”

Elections, he noted, will also be a major test of the capability of Afghan forces to plan and provide inclusive countrywide
security during this crucial period, and can contribute to creating the conditions for progress.

As for the UN’s future role, the Deputy Secretary-General said the world body is committed to a long-term partnership “in
line with the wishes of the Government and the people of Afghanistan.”

“How our partnership evolves to best meet Afghanistan’s priorities and needs is the subject of our ongoing dialogue,” he
added.

Mr. Koch, who also serves as Germany’s Special Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan, said the intention of the
meeting was to highlight the “absolutely crucial” role that the UN and its many components have played since 2001, since
the effort to create a new Afghanistan was launched.

It was to highlight this role, commend the UN for the wonderful work that it has undertaken on behalf of the people of
Afghanistan, and, perhaps most importantly, to launch a debate on what this role should be like once ISAF is drawn down, he
told a news conference after the ICG meeting.

The Group also heard an extensive briefing by the Afghan Independent Election Commission (IEC) on “the state of play



there,” he added, and discussed ways in which the international community can help to make them “the best elections
possible.”

Accompanying Ambassador Koch at the press conference were Afghanistan’s Deputy Foreign Minister, Ershad Ahmadi, the
Special Representative of the United States for Afghanistan and Pakistan, James Dobbins, and the Secretary-General’s
special Representative for Afghanistan and head of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), Ján Kubiš.

Deputy Minister Ahmadi told reporters that the country is in a “very critical and decisive stage” as it continues to move
forward in the transition.

“The decisions that we are facing now will have wide-ranging implications for long-term peace and security,” he stated. “In
this context, it is rather important to make sure that the international community stays engaged and focused on the priorities
that we are dealing with and continue to support Afghanistan as we move towards the future.”

Regarding the role played by the United Nations family in Afghanistan over the past 12 years, Mr. Ahmadi said the ICG had
discussed how the world body might continue to play an effective role beyond 2014. After 12 years of “partnering with the
international community,” Afghanistan was now trying to reassert its sovereign rights, he noted.

Indeed, each of the Contact Group’s thrice-yearly meetings was held in a strategic location in order to draw attention to
specific political intentions, he continued, adding that Friday’s ICG meeting in New York highlighted the crucial role played
by the United Nations in the region since 2001, when “the effort to create a new Afghanistan” had been undertaken on behalf
of the country’s people.

Responding to a question, Mr. Kubiš said that, in order to put an end to the “campaign of bloodshed” in Afghanistan,
political and other processes of transition must be strengthened. Democratic, timely elections and new leadership would
instill confidence and empower Afghans to continue “full steam ahead” in stopping such “campaigns,” he said.

Afghanistan has experienced an uptick in violence this year. A UNAMA report on the protection of civilians, released on 31
July, documented 3,852 civilian casualties (1,319 deaths and 2,533 injuries) during the first six months of this year, marking a
14 per cent rise in civilian deaths and a 28 per cent increase in civilian injuries as compared to the same period in 2012.

Echoing the Secretary-General’s latest report on Afghanistan, presented to a Security Council meeting on Thursday, the UN
envoy expressed the hope that the revival of the Doha peace process would help the parties move closer to peace and
reconciliation, including through discussions between the Taliban movement and the United States, on the one hand, and
between the former and Afghanistan’s High Peace Council on the other.

“Any talks should be inclusive and should be accompanied by early confidence-building steps aimed at reducing levels of
violence, notably around the elections and the increased safety and security of Afghan civilians who have suffered the effects
of the conflict for too long,” Secretary-General Ban had said in his report. “The United Nations supports an inclusive
Afghan-led and Afghan-owned peace process and I would encourage all efforts that ensure it starts soon.”

Asked about the safety of journalists covering the 2014 elections, Mr. Kubiš said new rules and regulations protected free
speech for media in Afghanistan since free and critical media were vital to the integrity of the elections.
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