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Disaster Risk Reduction Program  

Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan frequently face small to mid-
scale disasters, but as well bear a high potential for large-
scale events. Earthquakes, floods, debris flows, landslides 
and avalanches occur regularly in most places of the 
mountainous parts, with floods also stretching into the 
plains and the valleys along the major rivers. Earthquakes 
still clearly constitute the most damaging hazard in Central 
Asia, especially in terms of casualties.  
 

Since July 2003 SDC/HA runs a Regional Disaster 
Reduction Programme in Central Asia and assists the 
Central Asian Republics in disaster reduction efforts. The 
programme is based on the Swiss Disaster Reduction 
Strategy for Central Asia 2004-2010. Within this 
programme a series of projects have already been 
implemented or are currently still running. 
 

Tajikistan 
 Natural Disaster Risk Management: Implementation of 

protective structural measures and risk dialogue with 
the local government and civil society in Muminabad 
district - e.g.: 
 River bank protection 
 Watershed-Management 
 Fuel efficient heating and cooking devices    

         to avoid tree clearing. 

 Capacity building of the State Institutions for 
Emergency Situations by extending support to 
enhanced coordination, information management and 
better training. 

 Awareness building on Integrated Local Risk 
Management. 

 Awareness building and preparedness for earthquake 
safety. 

 Rehabilitation of the Tajik seismologic monitoring 
network. 

 Remote Geo Hazard Control (Capacity building to 
monitor and prevent the remote natural hazards, 
specifically outburst of glacial lakes). 

 

Kyrgyzstan 
 Capacity building of the State Institutions for 

Emergency Situations by extending support to 
enhanced coordination, information management and 
better training.  

 Awareness building on Integrated Local Risk 
Management. 

 Awareness building and preparedness for earthquake 
safety. 

 

Humanitarian Response 

 SDC (Humanitarian Aid) contributed in 2010 CHF 1.5 
Mio. to the activities of ICRC in support of the victims of 
the 2010 violence in the south of Kyrgyzstan. 

 

 SDC (Humanitarian Aid) is also financially supporting a 
NGO which aims the reconciliation of  Kyrgyz and 
Uzbeks within the framework of an income generation 
project. 

  

 

 
 
Financial commitment 

The Swiss Humanitarian Aid commitment to Central 

Asia amounts 2010 to CHF 3.3 Mio.  

 

Background information 

Switzerland is actively involved in Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan and (to a lesser extent) also in 
Uzbekistan. Cooperation with Central Asia began in 
the early 1990s when Switzerland helped the 
countries of the region – with the exception of 
Kazakhstan – to gain admission to the international 
financial institutions: the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), the World Bank and the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD). 
 
Switzerland (SDC/SECO) is represented with 
Cooperation Offices in Bishkek (Kyrgyzstan) and 
Dushanbe (Tajikistan): It is working in the following 
five domains:  

 health care reform  

 water management and disaster risk reduction 

 basic infrastructure 

 private sector development 

 public institutions and services.  
 

The states of Central Asia, to which Turkmenistan 
and Kazakhstan also belong, emerged from the 
break-up of the Soviet Union. Despite the fact that 
the five countries shared a common history for three 
generations and were part of the same Soviet 
economic system, each took a different path to 
independence. Differences in terms of resource 
endowments, strength of the domestic economy, 
and social cohesion affected the speed, direction 
and success of the reforms. While Kyrgyzstan, for 
instance, opted for opening towards a market 
economy, Turkmenistan retained many of the 
isolationist mechanisms inherited from the Soviet 
system. 
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