
UCA in the Republic of Tajikistan

University of Central Asia – One University, Three Campuses

The University of Central Asia (UCA) was founded in 2000. 
The Presidents of Tajikistan, the Kyrgyz Republic, and Ka-
zakhstan, and His Highness the Aga Khan signed the Interna-
tional Treaty and Charter establishing this secular and private 
University; ratified by the respective parliaments, and regis-
tered with the United Nations. UCA seeks to promote and 
disseminate knowledge and technology in the development 
of mountainous regions and their societies. The University 
brings with it the commitment and partnership of the broader 
Aga Khan Development Network to Tajikistan.

UCA consists of the School of Professional and Continuing 
Education (the first operational division of the University); 

His Excellency the President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon 
and His Highness the Aga Khan.

School of Professional and Continuing Education (SPCE)

The School of Professional and Continuing Education 
(SPCE) aims to promote social and economic develop-
ment, serving the immediate needs of the communities 
where the campuses are being built. This fulfils UCA’s 
approach to reach the broadest spectrum of learners 
possible. The School is Central Asia’s first provider of 
post-secondary, short-cycle education programmes, giv-
ing young people and adults professional and vocational 
qualifications in a flexible learning format that improve 
employment and income-generating opportunities. In 
Tajikistan, SPCE is located in Khorog and has a Learn-
ing Centre in Dushanbe.

SPCE has over 40 instructors from Khorog and Dushanbe, 
of which six English instructors are certified by the London 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, two possess CELTA 
(Certificate in English Language Teaching to Adults) certif-
icates and two IT specialists are Microsoft IT Academy and 
International Computer Driving Licence qualified trainers. 
Highlights of current programming include:

and the School of Arts and Sciences (undergraduate), and 
the Graduate School of Development that will be launched 
when the campuses are built. The University provides 
three additional initiatives to build teaching and scholarly 
capacity in the region through its Central Asian Faculty De-
velopment Programme, the Aga Khan Humanities Project, 
and Research Programme. UCA has invested a total of $75 
million in education and infrastructure, of which over $31 
million has been invested in Tajikistan.

The purpose of this brief is to highlight some of the main 
achievements of UCA in the Republic of Tajikistan. It exam-
ines the University’s operational divisions and future plans.

Accounting
The School’s accounting programmes also lead to inter-
nationally recognised certificates – Certified Accountant 
Practitioner (CAP) and Certified International Professional 
Accountant (CIPA) – awarded by the Eurasian Council of 
Certified Accountants and Auditors. It also offers the Cash-
ier / Bookkeeper programme in national languages and the 
Accounting Technology Certificate programme.

SPCE also offers professional improvement courses in 
basic accounting and tax and law. Its corporate clients 
include Amonatbonk, Ministry of Labour and Social 
Protection, Mountain Societies Development Support 
Programme, PamirEnergy Company, Tajik Post Services, 
and Tajik Telecom.

Applied Languages
SPCE has a unique Applied Languages programmes with 
courses such as English for Academic Purposes, English 
for Business, Conversational English, Business Russian, 



Representatives of national and regional 
government, donors, and the diplomatic 
community at the opening of Khorog Technical 
and Vocational Education Training Centre, 
with the 36 Bricklaying / Masonry, Construction 
Carpentry, and Plastering and Tiling learners.

Dari, and French. At the government’s request, SPCE designed and is 
implementing a multi-level Tajik language course for the Kyrgyz minor-
ity in Murghab District of the Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast 
(GBAO). By improving their language capabilities, the community will 
have greater opportunities to work in government and contribute to the 
country’s development. SPCE is a registered testing centre of the London 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry Examinations Board, which pro-
vides internationally recognised English language certification.

The School has provided corporate language courses for the Aga 
Khan Lyceum, Amonatbonk, Committee of Emergency Situations, 
Dushanbe International Airport, Land Management Committee, 
members of Parliament, Ministry of Health, Murghab District Gov-
ernment, State Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and the Chief 
Geology Directorate.

Entrepreneurship
SPCE offers entrepreneurship programmes to both corporate cli-
ents and the general public. The School conducted a number of 
customised entrepreneurship courses focusing on agricultural taxa-
tion, change management, legislation regarding the establishment 
of microloan organisations, public-private partnerships, business 
development and planning; trade with neighbouring countries, and 
value-chain training. These were conducted in all GBAO districts 
and in the administrative centres Gharm (Regions of Republican 
Subordination) and Kulyab (Khatlon Oblast).

SPCE is launching a Centre on Microfinance and Entrepreneurship 
targeting microfinance institutions, enterprises, and entrepreneurs, 
combining training and high-quality analysis to inform policy and 
practice throughout the region. By building the skills of entrepreneurs 
and capacity of financial institutions, this Programme aims to connect 
clients with appropriate financial services and promote the develop-
ment of small and medium businesses.

Information Technology
Since 2007, SPCE is a registered Microsoft IT Academy and Certiport 
Testing Center, which offers an Essential Certificate for IT profes-
sionals. In 2009, SPCE became a registered testing centre for the 
International Computer Driving License (ICDL) in computer literacy. 
The curricula and exams are offered in Russian language. In 2011, 
SPCE will offer this training in Tajik language. ICDL certificates are 
internationally transferrable and increase the learners’ technological 
proficiency and employability.

The School has delivered a series of Information Technology courses 
for corporate clients such as the Committee of Emergency Situations, 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ), State 
Administration for Hydrometeorology, state law enforcement bodies, 
and the US Embassy. 

Tourism
SPCE conducts regular tourism courses on “Training of Guides” and 
“Mountain Tour Operator”, making a significant contribution in prepar-
ing qualified guides. Supporting its courses, the School has developed 
and published a series of textbooks. This includes the works of Dr Mira 
Bubnova such as An Archaeological Map of Gorno-Badakhshan Au-
tonomous Oblast: the Western Pamirs and Protection of Archaeological 
Sites (in three languages). SPCE also conducted trainings within the 

communities where these archaeological sites are located to support 
the protection of cultural heritage. The School has also provided alpine 
training, becoming the first such course in the country. 

SPCE tourism graduates have established an Association of Tour 
Guides (Podnebesye) and the Pamir Eco-Tour Network (PETNet). 
The School has also run corporate trainings for the Zerafshan Tourism 
Development Association on horseback tourism, training drivers, and 
a Microsoft Publisher course for tour operators. 

Community Outreach
SPCE is actively expanding its community outreach programmes. 
Through its partnerships with the Regional and District Education 
Departments, the School offers an English in the Village course in 
all districts in GBAO. This involves 530 state secondary school 
children in 25 schools.

Technical and Vocational Education Training
Since 2008, SPCE offers Basic Level Technical Vocational Education 
and Training (TVET) programmes in the following trades: Bricklay-
ing / Masonry, Construction Carpentry, Plastering and Tiling, and 
Plumbing and Metal working. SPCE is also preparing to launch an 
automotive electrics course. These programmes, approved by the Min-
istry of Education, are designed to help adults seeking re-training or 
qualifications. TVET programmes operate on an apprenticeship model, 
featuring alternative theoretical and applied modules and allow learners 
to earn wages while undergoing hands-on training. TVET programmes 
are based on the needs of the local labour market. By June 2010, 139 
vocational learners had graduated with UCA certificates.

Cross-Border Initiatives
Recognising the need for both post-secondary education and skills 
development in Afghanistan, SPCE Khorog began delivering short-
term courses and certificate programmes to Afghan learners in 2007. 
Since then, 27 Afghan learners have received certificates for courses 
in information technologies, English, and tourism.

In 2009, SPCE Khorog made its courses available in Dari language. It 
is currently delivering a two-year programme, supported by USAID, 
to provide 60 scholarships for Afghan learners to enrol in professional 
courses in Khorog, and providing training of trainers in TVET to 30 
Afghans working in the construction trades. To facilitate cross-border 
cooperation, UCA established a Project Office in Faizabad, Afghani-
stan in 2009, also with support from USAID. 

Through support from the Norwegian Government and the Aga Khan 
Foundation, SPCE established an IT facility and provides courses in 
English and IT at the government Teacher Training College (TTC) 
in Shughnan, Badakhshan Province, Afghanistan. In 2010, UCA 
facilitated the establishment of a Registered ICDL Testing Centre 
on the TTC premises.

Government Partnerships
In 2007, UCA and the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to expand part-
nership. The Ministry provided equipment for the TVET plumbing 
workshop and SPCE provided a capacity building programme to the 
Ministry’s regional Adult Education Centres’ instructors to establish a 
1-C Accounting training course.



Central Asia Faculty Development Programme (CAFDP)

Research Programme

The Central Asia Faculty Development Programme (CAFDP) offers 
support for individuals from Tajikistan, the Kyrgyz Republic and 
Kazakhstan to pursue doctoral and master studies with the intent that 
upon completion they will serve as UCA faculty for five years, con-
tributing to research and teaching.
 
The University aims at having at least 80 percent of its faculty com-
prising Central Asian nationals with international experience and 
recognised credentials. CAFDP is developing its Partner Universities 
Programme through which students receive full financial assistance 
to pursue advanced graduate degrees at UCA’s partner institutions. 
UCA has official agreements with the Asian Institute of Technology, 
Carleton University, German Academic Exchange Services (DAAD), 
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy at the National University of 
Singapore, Michigan State University, University of Alberta, Univer-
sity of Bern, University of Cambridge, and University of Exeter.

The Research Programme was established in 2008 to position UCA as 
a centre of academic scholarship to promote sustainable development 
of the region. It has begun to make significant contributions by sup-
porting several initiatives including research fellowships and grants 
to Central Asian and international scholars; developing knowledge 
bases and networks; and engaging regional and international partners 
in research projects.

In Tajikistan, research topics span themes on cultural heritage, labour 
migration, humanities education, local governance, and sustainable 

From 2008 to 2010, UCA invested over $345,000 in the CAFDP. In 
addition, host universities have dedicated over $440,000 to the Pro-
gramme. 
 
UCA is currently supporting nine Tajik students with their post-
graduate studies through CAFDP. In 2010, Murodbek Laldjebaev 
and Sitora Shokamolova graduated with a Masters in Public 
Policy from the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National 
University of Singapore. In 2011, Farrukh Nazarmavloev is due 
to graduate with a Masters in Remote Sensing and GIS from the 
Asian Institute of Technology. In forthcoming years, Amrisho 
Lashkariev, Bunafsha Mislimshoeva, Askarsho Zevarshoev, 
Zulfiya Bakhtibekova, Dilrabo Jonbekova, Pulat Isobaev will 
complete their PhDs in Ethnology, Ecology, Land and Natural 
Resource Management, Sociology, Education, and Civil and En-
vironmental Engineering, respectively.

land management.  In addition, to enhance capacity in research skills 
and tools, UCA is working with several partners including the Centre 
of Development and Environment at the University of Bern, Univer-
sity of Salzburg, Kyrgyz Slavic University, Tajik Agrarian University 
and others to develop Geoinformatics and GIS skills in Tajikistan and 
the Kyrgyz Republic. UCA also serves as a regional host for key net-
works, including the Central Asian regional Coordination Office for 
the Swiss National Centre of Competence in Research North-South, 
the Central Asian nodes of Mountain Forum / Mountain Partnership, 
and the Mountain Partnership Consortium.

“I feel very strongly about UCA’s mission in the region – not only to provide 
an education but to be a major economic and social enabler in future. My 

personal research focuses on early marriages and gender issues. I believe 
the family unit is important, if it can be improved, then Tajikistan can develop 

economically and socially. With this scholarship comes the feeling that I have 
a place to go back to, and make a personal contribution to Central Asia.”

– Zulfiya Bakhtibekova, PhD candidate, University of Exeter, United Kingdom

Established in 1997, AKHP was created to explore abiding issues 
facing the individual and society from a multidisciplinary humani-
ties perspective and to foster the development of critical thinking and 
academic writing skills.
 
Inherited from the Aga Khan Trust for Culture in 2007, AKHP maintains 
an extensive network of regional and international scholars and has es-
tablished partnerships with universities in all three founding countries.
 
AKHP has partnerships with 12 institutions in Tajikistan, providing 
faculty development through innovative pedagogy and interdisci-
plinary humanities curriculum, which reaches approximately 3,000 
students. Sixty instructors teach AKHP curriculum in Tajikistan, 

either as an independent course or as supplementary curriculum to 
existing courses. 
 
Since 2004, the Humanities in English Programme has taught hu-
manities studies to high school and university students in Tajikistan. 
The programme aims to develop students’ communications and study 
skills, as well as improve their critical thinking abilities. Enthusiastic 
AKHP alumni have set up debate clubs in their respective universi-
ties in order to share their collective knowledge and encourage their 
coursemates. The programme curricula have also been used to teach 
high school students who were part of the ACCESS Microscholar-
ship grant from the US Embassy. Since September 2010, UCA is 
supporting this programme.

Aga Khan Humanities Project (AKHP)

Through a MOU signed with the Ministry of Education, SPCE sup-
ported five learners from the Navobod State Vocational School  
(No. 77, Shughnan District, GBAO) to participate in a capacity building 

programme in Germany. Based on this training, both SPCE and Navobod 
State Vocational School will work jointly to develop an advanced and 
master level programme for construction and electrical installations.



UCA is building a university campus on an 84-hectare site at Khorog 
which will provide state-of-the-art educational facilities for over 
1,200 students together with faculty and staff. The campus has been 
designed by the world-renowned Japanese architect Arata Isozaki. All 
students and most staff and faculty will reside on the 125,000 square 
metre campus and the facilities will also include a library, auditorium, 
athletics centre, executive development centre and an early childhood 
development and community centre.

UCA completed renovation of the three-storey Khorog Town 
Campus which houses the School of Professional and Continuing 
Education.

The transfer of ownership of the campus land to UCA was completed 
in late 2007. Considerable work has been carried out on the Khorog 

campus site. Access roads have been constructed and existing roads 
upgraded, and geohazard defence (green walls) and site levelling and 
grading will continue in 2011. Other activities included preliminary 
infrastructure works and nurseries have been establish to propagate 
shrubs and trees for major landscaping that will be carried out as an 
integral part of the campus development.

Up to 215 people have been employed on construction works in 
Khorog, all of whom were Tajik nationals.

The total investment to date in the main campus and town campus 
projects in Khorog is over $19.7 million of which almost $5 million 
was spent on construction. The forecasted total UCA investment in 
main campus and town campus projects in Khorog over the coming 
years will be in excess of $250 million.

Facility development update

Campus view of Khorog, Tajikistan.  
The forecasted total investment over the coming 
years will be in excess of $250 million.
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• 170 trained instructors used the AKHP curriculum across 
35 universities in the region reaching 6,600 learners 

• 9 International University Partnerships

• 24 CAFDP scholars

• 25,000 SPCE learners

• 400 employees (more than 95% Central Asian nationals)

• Average of 400-450 employed in construction annually

UCA Investment
(US$)

Reach

Infrastructure

$23 million

$11.4 million

$52 million

$19.7 million

EducationTajikistan

Total


