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Located in the heart of New Delhi, in the setting of Humayun’s Tomb World 

Heritage Site and dotted with over a hundred monuments, the project area may 

be the densest ensemble of medieval Islamic buildings in India. More impor-

tantly, the densely populated Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti is the repository of seven 

hundred years ‘living culture’ recognized for its pluralistic traditions.

 On the occasion of the fi ftieth anniversary of India’s independence, as a gift 

of His Highness the Aga Khan, the Aga Khan Trust for Culture (AKTC) imple-

mented the Humayun’s Tomb Garden restoration. The successfully completed 

project led to a signifi cant increase in visitor numbers and eventually culminated 

in a new public-private partnership project for a comprehensive urban renewal 

initiative in the area. With distinct conservation, socio-economic and environ-

mental development objectives, this project aims to unify the three presently 

segregated areas of Humayun’s Tomb, Nizamuddin Basti and Sunder Nursery 

into an urban conservation zone of considerable breadth and cultural signifi -

cance while improving the quality of life for resident populations.

Heritage Conservation: Humayun’s Tomb Complex

Conservation works aimed at enhancing the historic character and ensuring 

long-term preservation are now being undertaken on the mausoleum and as-

sociated gateways, pavilions and enclosure walls. Similarly the project, through 

landscaping and conservation, will focus on enhancing the setting of the World 

Heritage Site and possibly lead to the expansion of the site’s boundaries.

 Exhaustive archival research, site surveys, documentation using three-

dimensional, state-of-the-art laser scanning technology, condition assessment 

and structural analysis preceded the preparation of detailed conservation pro-

posals in keeping with established Indian and international conservation stan-

dards and guidelines. Conservation works then commenced in April 2008, 

following discussion and peer review. Signifi cant completed works include the 

careful removal of over one million kilos of twentieth-century concrete from the 

roof and repairs to the dome, with its marble cladding repointed and cleaned 

and gold-plated fi nial repaired. The original Delhi quartzite paving of the lower 

plinth has now been restored, requiring the removal of concrete and manually 

lifting and resetting 12,000 square metres of stone blocks, most weighing over a 

thousand kilos.

Delhi Area Programme

Programme Scope / Objectives

This is a conservation, socio-economic and 
environmental programme with key project 
components including the conservation of 
over 30 Mughal-era monuments and the cre-
ation of a city park with Delhi’s fi rst arboretum. 
Performance spaces, documentation and 
training in music traditions, assistance in the 
revival of craft skills, the strengthening of the 
municipal education and health infrastructure 
were also undertaken. The programme involved 
setting up vocational training programmes, 
building public toilets, assorted urban improve-
ments, and conservation training for profes-
sionals and craftsmen.
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A panoramic view from the north-east 

overlooks Humayun’s Tomb complex. 

Sunder Nursery is on the right.
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In keeping with the requests of the Pirzada’s, or keepers of the shrine, the Baoli was also 

de-silted to its original levels and centuries of accumulations were manually removed 

requiring over 8000 man-days of work. The collapsed portions were rebuilt as per the 

original construction techniques and the entire wall surface was chiselled to remove a 

thick layer of epoxy. Prior to conservation works, a dwelling unit over the collapsed portion 

needed to be dismantled and an alternate residence built for the family.

 Standing at the eastern edge of the Basti, the unique Mughal tomb known as Chaunsath 

Khamba, together with the tomb enclosure of Mirza Ghalib – South Asia’s most renowned 

poet – forms the largest open spaces within the Basti. Both enclosures have been land-

scaped so as to enhance its historic character and restore dignity while creating perfor-

mance spaces for musical traditions associated with the area for over seven centuries.

Socio-economic initiatives

Aimed at improving the quality of life for the densely populated Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti, 

the project takes a synergistic, community-centric and collaborative approach to develop 

and strengthen essential urban services through interventions in core areas of education, 

health, sanitation and upgrading open space.

Education

The existing education infrastructure has already been signifi cantly enhanced and im-

proved. Interventions in key segments of education, such as the training of teachers and 

support for students, were extended to include a major refurbishment of a municipal pri-

mary school building. This was in a dilapidated state and lacked functional toilets or drinking 

water. Aimed at creating a student friendly, secure school environment benefi cial to the 

growth and development of pupils, ‘Building as a Learning Aid’ elements were incorporated 

and provisions made for drinking water, separate toilets for boys and girls, wider stair-

cases and safety features, like additional exits, unbreakable window panes and new 

electrical systems. The renovated school and education initiatives have resulted in a 150-per 

cent increase in the enrolment of students in just over a year.

Health

Interventions at the municipal polyclinic have signifi cantly improved the quality of avail-

able clinical and preventive health care. A newly established pathology lab is capable of 

conducting thirty-four types of tests and more than 3500 people have used the facility to 

carry out over 11,000 tests in just over a year. The initiative has included placing add-

itional doctors for consultations in Gynaecology, ENT and Eye Care.

Vocational Training

In response to community needs, vocational training, career development and employ-

ability programmes have been developed and are being implemented. These are aimed 

at building skills that translate into employment for youth, and livelihood opportunities 

and fi nancial independence for women.

Urban improvements

A year after socio-economic development programmes commenced in the Basti and 

interaction with residents had increased, a physical mapping was undertaken in 2009 

with the intention to plan sensitive urban improvements including landscaping of open 

spaces and street improvement; plans for both are now being implemented.

Top, classes are held in new classrooms at the 

Municipal Corporation of Delhi School.

Middle, people listen to a young Basti resident 

trained as a heritage volunteer at Chaunsath 

Khamba.

Bottom, a child is being examined at the 

Municipal Corporation of Delhi Polyclinic.

The project has also served as a platform for training programmes for conservation pro-

fessionals and craftsmen. Over a hundred offi cers from across India have attended train-

ing modules focused on the preparation and use of lime mortar and high-defi nition 

survey techniques.

Sunder Nursery Monuments

Located immediately north of Humayun’s Tomb, the twenty-seven-hectare Sunder Nursery 

stands on the historic Grand Trunk Road linking Lahore to Kolkata and hosting signifi cant 

sixteenth-century monuments that exist there thanks to nearby Hazrat Nizamuddin 

Auliya’s dargah.

 Conservation works are ongoing on the unique sixteenth-century Sunderwala Mahal 

and have been completed on the eighteenth-century Mughal-era garden pavilion, which 

was on the verge of collapse and threatened with demolition for a roadway project. Its 

conservation required painstaking work by master craftsmen using traditional materials, 

skills and techniques.

 Over the next few years conservation works will be carried out on Lakkarwala Burj 

and Sunderwala Burj – buildings considered to be of national importance. It is also 

planned to integrate the large Azimganj Serai, to the north of Sunder Nursery.

Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti

The densely populated Basti is named after one of India’s most venerated fourteenth-

century Sufi  saints, Sheikh Nizamuddin Auliya. The conservation and rehabilitation of 

monuments and civic open spaces aim to restore its intrinsic cultural, historical and 

spiritual signifi cance and enhance visitor experience for pilgrims and tourists.

 Conservation works in the Basti commenced following the partial collapse, in July 

2008, of the fourteenth-century Baoli (step-well), considered holy and visited annually by 

millions of pilgrims. This is the only step-well in Delhi still fed by underwater springs, albeit 

heavily polluted by sewerage and waste. Its collapse in July 2008 endangered the lives 

of both residents and pilgrims and necessitated urgent remedial measures. Prior to com-

mencing conservation works on the Baoli, studies were carried out using state-of-the-art 

technology including a ground penetrating radar survey, high-defi nition 3D laser scans, 

and geotechnical assessments.

I ND IA    DELH I  ARE A PROGR AM M E

During 2008 and early 2009 over a million 

kilos of concrete were removed from the 

roof terrace of Humayun’s Tomb.

Phasing  1997 Y 2012

His Highness the Aga Khan 
announces the Humayun’s 
Tomb Garden restoration as 
a gift to India on the occasion 
of the 50th anniversary of 
Independence

‘Memorandum of 
Understanding’ between 
AKTC and Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI) 
signed to undertake the 
Garden restoration

1997 1999 2004 20072003 2008 20112010 2012

Ceremony marking 
the completion of the 
Garden restoration

Aga Khan Award for 
Architecture ceremony held 
at Humayun’s Tomb; Prime 
Minister of India requests 
further work through private 
partnerships in the culture 
sector

AKTC signs ‘Memorandum 
of Understanding’ with 
ASI, Central Public Works 
Department and Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi marking 
the com mencement of 
the Urban Renewal project

Completion of socio-
economic surveys; 
conservation proposals, 
master plan for Sunder 
Nursery development 
and project activities 
commence

Signifi cant expansion of 
project activities in Hazrat 
Nizamuddin Basti, including 
emphasis on traditional 
music, education, health, 
childhood development, 
sanitation and urban 
improvement components

Six hectares with 
signifi cant 16th-century 
buildings such as Nila 
Gumbad and Batashewala 
complex are included in 
the project area

Completion of conservation 
works at Humayun’s Tomb; 
completion of landscape 
works at Sunder Nursery; 
commencement of Phase 2 
including continued support 
to health, education, 
sanitation programmes and 
management support of 
Sunder Nursery 
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Background

BRIEF HISTORY OF PROGRAMME AREA 

The Nizamuddin heritage precinct, comprising the 
three presently segregated areas of Hazrat Nizamuddin 
Basti, Sunder Nursery and the World Heritage Site of 
Humayun’s Tomb, has had continuous building activity 
since the 12th century. The revered Hazrat Nizamuddin 
Auliya lived here in the early 14th century and following 
his burial the area witnessed centuries of tomb building, 
since it is considered auspicious to be buried near a 
saint’s grave. The Mughal-era Grand Trunk Road linking 
Calcutta to Lahore passed through the site, which 
boasts one of the densest ensembles of medieval 
Islamic buildings in India, several of which stand within 
the densely populated Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti. Sunder 
Nursery, also dotted with Mughal-era monuments, was 
established as a plant nursery north of Humayun’s 
Tomb in the 1920s to provide and experiment with 
plants for the British city of New Delhi.

Challenges

PROGRAMME RISKS

The programme has distinct conservation, environ-
mental and socio-economic development goals. Sig-
nifi cant progress has been made to realize diverse 
project objectives, but existing partnerships with public 
partners and the local community need to be strength-
ened and new partnerships with public and private 
agencies established.

SITE CONDITIONS

Located in the heart of New Delhi, the Hazrat Nizamuddin 
Basti is one of the city’s densest settlements where 
three- to four-storey modern buildings stand alongside 
medieval monuments. The Basti is separated from the 
large open space of Humayun’s Tomb and Sunder 
Nursery by a major road. Sunder Nursery has been a 
largely under-utilized green space with signifi cant 
heritage and ecological assets.

INFRASTRUCTURE

The programme aims to build the required infrastructure 
at Sunder Nursery so it can function as a city park. 
Visitor facilities including an interpretation centre are 
required at Humayun’s Tomb. In order to allow residents 
of Nizamuddin Basti better access to health, education, 
sanitation, open spaces and economic opportunities 
the existing infrastructure needs to be considerably 
strengthened.

ACCESS TO OPEN SPACE

Humayun’s Tomb stands on the southern edge of a 
40-hectare green zone that stretches to Humayun’s 
Citadel named Dinpanah (now called the ‘Old Fort’). The 
10-hectare enclosed Garden immediately surrounding 
Humayun’s Tomb was earlier restored by AKTC in part-
nership with the Archaeological Survey of India and the 
remaining portions of the 27-hectare complex will now 
be landscaped. North of Humayun’s Tomb stands the 
28-hectare Sunder Nursery and the fi ve-hectare Bata-
shewala complex, both of which will be landscaped and 
made accessible to the public as a result of the ongoing 
project there. Despite living on the edge of a garden 

city, few Nizamuddin Basti residents have access to 
the two hectares of neighbourhood parks on the western 
edge of the Basti. These parks, presently misused, are 
being landscaped in consultation with community 
groups, especially women and youth.

Signifi cant Issues and Impact

MASTER PLANNING PROCESS

The Master Plan for Delhi (MPD) 2000 recognized the 
greater Nizamuddin Area (including Humayun’s Tomb 
and Sunder Nursery) as one of fi ve designated ‘Con-
servation Areas’ in Delhi. However, the status of the 
Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti, which should be that of an 
‘Urbanized Village’, is unclear in the MPD 2021. Sunder 
Nursery has now been designated in the MPD as a 
‘District Park’. The entire project stands in Zone D of the 
MPD, alongside the British-era constructed area today 
known as the Lutyens Bungalow Zone. A preparation 
of a ‘Local Area Plan’ for the Nizamuddin Basti is now 
underway.  

PLANNING ISSUES

A prime objective of the programme is to integrate the 
three presently segregated zones: Nizamuddin Basti, 
Humayun’s Tomb and Sunder Nursery. Physical sur-
veys of the entire project area and zones abutting the 
project have been completed. At the Tomb and Nursery 
this will be achieved by forming a single pedestrian 
entrance zone, emphasized by an interpretation centre. 
Heritage trails will link the Basti where, following detailed 
physical mapping and studies, the project will focus 
on urban improvements. The three project zones of 
Humayun’s Tomb, Nizamuddin Basti and Sunder Nursery 
will be interconnected by nature trails and heritage 
walks that link not just the three sites but also their history 
and culture. The resulting landscape will thus offer a 
unique experience for visitors while enhancing the cul-
tural signifi cance of the greater Nizamuddin area.

BASELINE STANDARDS

A Quality of Life survey, aimed at establishing bench-
marks for key interventions in the Hazrat Nizamuddin 
Basti was completed. A baseline for establishing 
benchmarks for early childhood care and development 
indicators was also carried out. In addition, monitoring 
and evaluation systems to track programme benefi ciaries 
and changes due to implementation of interventions 
have been established.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC INTIATIVES

Signifi cant efforts in the fi eld of education, health, sani-
tation, vocational training and urban improvements 
coupled with cultural revival initiatives are being made 
to improve the quality of life for local residents and the 
pilgrimage experience. Major works have now been 
completed towards upgrading a primary school, es-
tablishing a pathology laboratory at the local polyclinic, 
building new community toilets, establishing vocational 
training programmes aimed at improving employability 
and setting up community self-help groups.

CONSERVATION ASPECTS

Over a hundred listed heritage buildings stand within 
the project area. In the last decades many others have 

been lost as a result of expanding urbanization, van-
dalism and neglect. Twenty-nine of the remaining are 
considered of national importance and protected by 
the Archaeological Survey of India. Other buildings of 
high historical and architectural signifi cance were pre-
sented to the Municipal Corporation of Delhi as build-
ings of local importance, many suffering decades of 
neglect and inappropriate repairs. Though they pro-
vide a poor living environment, several are tombs and 
occupied as residences. Conservation work on at least 
40 heritage buildings is being undertaken as part of the 
ongoing project. Boundaries of the MPD Conservation 
Area and the World Heritage Site are also to be defi ned.

POST- IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

Discussions are ongoing to ensure that revenue gener-
ated at Sunder Nursery is returned back into operations 
and maintenance of the park through the formation of a 
trust or ‘Special Purpose Vehicle’ and, furthermore, as 
support to the education, health and sanitation pro-
grammes established under the programme.

Partners 

PUBLIC PARTNERS

Archaeological Survey of India, Ministry of Culture, 
Government of India, Municipal Corporation of Delhi, 
Central Public Works Department, Ministry of Urban 
Development, Delhi Development Authority.

Authoritative Framework

‘Public-Private Partnership Memorandum of Under-
standing’ signed by the Archaeological Survey of India, 
Municipal Corporation of Delhi and Central Public 
Works Department together with AKTC and the Aga 
Khan Foundation on 11 July 2007.

The parks along the western edge of the Basti will be landscaped to suit the needs 

expressed by the resident community in consultative meetings and as such there will be 

earmarked parks for women, children, cricket and other sports, community functions 

and weddings.

 A key intervention for urban renewal in the Basti, the community toilet complex built 

in 2009 has improved access to hygienic sanitation for residents and pilgrims, who rely 

on public utilities. Also, over a hundred household toilets have been connected to the 

sewerage system and portions of the sewerage system relaid as part of the conservation 

works on the Baoli.

Cultural revival initiative

Exceptional by virtue of not just its vintage, the 700-year-old ‘living culture’ of the heritage 

area is a unique blend of secular and interfaith elements that encompass performing 

arts, classical music, poetry and traditional crafts in the setting of signifi cant monuments. 

The project aims to revive and revitalize these components by documenting and recording 

their rich legacy and by making them viable in a contemporary milieu and to showcase 

this intangible heritage through music festivals held at the performance spaces created 

within the Basti. With the Qawwali music of fourteenth-century poet-composer Amir 

Khusrau Dehlvi originating here, it is the focus of documentation, training and outreach 

components of the project.

 The initiative also aims to build awareness and generate interest in the built heritage 

on the Basti through activities like theatre, painting, craft workshops and guided walking 

tours – led by trained youths of the area. Basti women tutored in the traditional craft of 

paper cutting now augment family incomes with sales of their products.

Sunder Nursery: Developing a city park

The twenty-seven-hectare Sunder Nursery, established in 1912, is being developed as 

an urban park with distinct heritage, ecological and nursery zones. Works to enhance 

and showcase its ecological and historical heritage under a multidimensional landscape 

and conservation programme are now ongoing.

 The landscape master plan includes a micro-habitat zone/arboretum to showcase 

Delhi’s fast disappearing biodiversity. In a fi rst for Delhi, the arboretum will house three 

hundred tree species representative of Delhi’s native fl ora, trees and plants favoured by 

the Mughals and secure an important bird habitat. In addition, the park will emphasize its 

horticultural past with provisions for mist chambers, a tissue culture lab, glass houses, 

3.6 hectares of nursery beds, a training centre, and dedicated spaces for fl ower shows 

and exhibitions.

 With a two-kilometre-long peripheral road now complete, the park will be pedestrian. 

The central axis of the park, aligned to Humayun’s Tomb entrance plaza, will draw in 

visitors and lead them through the many magnifi cent Mughal-period monuments set in 

lush environs, specialized gardens and ecological zones of the park. Additionally, Sunder 

Nursery will house educational facilities such as an Interpretation Centre on Ecology and 

Heritage, an amphitheatre for cultural events and a lakeside restaurant.

 The three project zones of Humayun’s Tomb, Nizamuddin Basti and Sunder Nursery 

will be interconnected by nature trails and heritage walks that link not just the three 

sites but also their history and culture. The resulting landscape will thus offer a unique 

experience for visitors while enhancing the cultural signifi cance of the greater Niza-

muddin area.
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At Humayun’s Tomb, young women practice 

the once near-extinct art and craft of sanji, 

or paper cutting, which was introduced to 

create income-generation opportunities 

in the district.

Conservation efforts on Humayun’s Tomb complex 

involved the work of many skilled craftsmen, 

including stonemasons.
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Project Scope / Objectives

Humayun’s Tomb complex is a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. The mausoleum and its peripheral 
buildings were found to be in urgent need of conserv-
ation in order to retard deterioration and enhance the 
cultural signifi cance of the building. The conserv-
ation process emphasizes original crafts and skills 
and aims to revive dying techniques and traditional 
art forms. The project includes the integrated devel-
opment of the surrounding open spaces, provision 
for visitor facilities and an interpretation centre.

Humayun’s Tomb Complex
DE LH I ,  I N D IA

The tomb of the second Mughal emperor, Humayun, one of the twenty-seven 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites in India, was the fi rst of the monumental mauso-

leums to be built in the country. The chahar-bagh, or four-part paradise garden, 

is the earliest existing example of the Mughal garden tomb. The Tomb and Garden 

are considered one of the precursors of the Taj Mahal.

 The restoration of the Garden was the fi rst privately funded restoration of a 

World Heritage Site in India and was completed in March 2003 through the joint 

efforts of the Aga Khan Trust for Culture (AKTC) and the Archaeological Survey of 

India under the aegis of the National Culture Fund. The objective of the project was 

to revitalize the gardens, pathways, fountains and water channels of the chahar-

bagh surrounding Humayun’s Tomb according to the original plans of the builders.

 The Garden is laid out in a classical chahar-bagh pattern. It is div ided into 

quarters by raised causeways. The quadrants are divided, in turn, into eight 

plots, each with walkways. At the intersection of these walkways are octagonal 

or rectangular pools. Site works encompassed a variety of disciplines, including 

archaeological excavation, the application of conservation science and hydraulic 

engineering. Following the restoration of the Garden, visitor numbers increased 

tenfold. Building on the success of this project, in 2007 AKTC signed a ‘Public-

Private Partnership Agreement’ to undertake the restoration of Humayun’s Tomb 

complex.

 Emperor Humayun was the son of Babur, the founder of the Mughal Empire. 

His tomb was built over nearly a decade beginning in about 1565. Infl uenced by 

Persian architecture, the Tomb stands on a 120-square-metre platform and 

reaches a height of forty-seven metres. Built of rubble masonry, the structure is 

the earliest example of the use of red sandstone and white marble in such great 

quantities.

 Humayun’s Tomb complex and its surrounding areas cover almost twenty-

four hectares of land and include several signifi cant monuments, such as Isa 

Khan’s Tomb enclosure, Afsarwala Tomb and Mosque, the Arab Serai, Bu Halima’s 

Tomb and several monumental gateways.

 Exhaustive archival research, documentation using state-of-the-art laser 

scanning technology, condition assessment and structural analysis preceded 

The central water channel and pool in the 

gardens of Humayun’s Tomb complex in Delhi 

were restored by AKTC in 2003.

Opposite page:

Above, the restored plinth appears in a general 

view of Humayun’s Tomb.

Below, work being done on Barber’s Tomb 

in the gardens of Humayun’s Tomb complex, 

a World Heritage Site.
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the preparation of conservation proposals. Conservation works commenced in April 

2008 and included restoration of the mausoleum, the monumental gateways, pavilions 

and tomb structures. The project also includes the integrated development of the sur-

rounding open spaces and provision of visitor facilities and an interpretation centre.

 The project vision is to link up the Tomb complex with the site where the Nila Gumbad, 

a seventeenth-century tomb, also restored by AKTC, is located, just outside the eastern 

enclosure wall, and Sunder Nursery, which the Trust is converting into a park. Together, this 

ensemble will create a vast area of monuments, green space, facilities and services.

 Once completed, the restoration of Humayun’s Tomb complex will return a signifi cant 

amount of enhanced green space to the city and the surrounding community, with its 

constituent parts returned to their historically authentic format. The project is expected to 

increase interest in and visits to the Tomb, the Garden and the associated visitor facilities, 

which together form a large complex next to a major urban highway in Delhi. It will serve 

the local residents of Nizamuddin district as a community green area on one level, and 

the population of Greater Delhi as well as tourists on another level. Humayun’s Tomb and 

Garden has rekindled interest in the rich history of Mughal rule and presents Delhi’s 

heritage in a dignifi ed and cohesive setting worthy of this capital city.

I ND IA    DELH I  ARE A PROGR AM M E   H U MAY U N ’S TOM B COM PLE X

Opposite page:

The fi rst part of the project involved the 

revitalization of the Tomb Garden which 

is laid out in a classic chahar-bagh 

pattern. Here, people relax on benches.

15 m

Above, the fl oor plan of Humayun’s Tomb 

which stands on a 120-square-metre 

platform and reaches a height of 47 metres.

Right, its elevation and section.

15 m
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Background

BRIEF HISTORY OF PROJECT SITE 

Since it is considered auspicious to be buried near a 
saint’s grave, following the burial of Hazrat Nizamuddin 
Auliya this area saw seven centuries of tomb building. 
The greatest is Humayun’s Tomb. The complex now 
includes several other prominent buildings such as Isa 
Khan’s Tomb enclosure, Bu Halima’s Tomb, Nila 
Gumbad and tombs in the Batashewala complex, all 
dating from the 16th–early 17th century. The Arab Serai, 
originally part of the complex, today functions as an 
Industrial Training Institute. The Yamuna River, on the 
banks of which Humayun’s Tomb was built, shifted east-
wards in the 19th century leaving the site landlocked. 
Humayun’s Tomb became a World Heritage Site in 1993.

Challenges

PROJECT RISKS

All conservation works at the World Heritage Site are 
undertaken as part of an established process that 
ensures cultural signifi cance is retained and visitor 
experience is enhanced. Almost a million tourists and 
school children visit Humayun’s Tomb annually and as 
such all works are carried out in a manner that causes 
minimum disturbance to visitors.

SITE CONDITIONS

Because of the large number of visitors, vehicular and 
machine movement is not possible within the complex. 
Manual movement of material is the only other option; 
it often requires a group of 20 craftsmen a whole day 
to lift a single piece of stone to the roof. On a larger 
scale, the inappropriate earlier application of concrete 
removed from the roof of Humayun’s Tomb and the 
earth expected to be removed from the Isa Khan–Bu 
Halima complex pose signifi cant logistical challenges.

BUILDING CONDITIONS

Most monuments within the complex are in urgent 
need of conservation works ranging from removal of 
20th-century cement and concrete to stitching of 
cracks and restoring missing plaster, stones and cer-
amic tiles. 

Signifi cant Issues and Impact

DATA COLLECTION/SURVEYS

Conservation works at Humayun’s Tomb commenced 
following the peer review and approval of the ‘Conser-
vation Plan’ in May 2008. The ‘Conservation Plan’ in-
cluded detailed measured drawings of all structures 
utilizing high-defi nition 3D Laser scanning equipment, 
research of archival photographs, drafting of a state-
ment of signifi cance and detailed conservation pro-
posals on the basis of national and international con-
servation charters.  

HISTORIC BUILDINGS/MONUMENTS CONSERVED

Conservation works are ongoing on Humayun’s Tomb 
and its attached gateways, pavilions and enclosure 
walls. Work has now commenced on Isa Khan’s Tomb 
enclosure.

NEW BUILDING FACILITIES 

An interpretation centre is proposed at the entrance 
zone of Humayun’s Tomb complex.

COMMUNIT Y INVOLVEMENT/PROGRAMME

Youth from Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti are being trained 
to become tour guides for visitors to Humayun’s Tomb 
and adjoining sites. Also women, from Nizamuddin 
Basti, are being trained to learn craft techniques such 
as paper cutting that will enable them to make prod-
ucts inspired from motifs on the monuments for sale 
to tourists.

VOCATIONAL TRAINING/CAPACIT Y BUILDING

The project is being used as a platform for training of 
conservation professionals and craftsmen. Regular 
training workshops on the use of lime mortar have 
been attended by over 150 offi cers of the Archaeo-
logical Survey of India from countrywide locations. To 
mitigate risks a craftsmen training programme has 
been included in the programme and monthly reviews 
of work are held by a panel of experts with annual 
independent peer reviews.

CONTRACTING METHODS

All conservation works are implemented directly by 
master craftsmen employed by the project.

NEW TECHNOLOGIES INTRODUCED 

Use of 3D high-defi nition laser scanning technology to 
document all monuments prior to conservation works, 
and a training workshop to introduce this technology 
was also held in India. 

Partners 

PUBLIC PARTNERS

Archaeological Survey of India.

Donors 

Sir Dorabji Tata Trust, World Monuments Fund.

Authoritative Framework

‘Memorandum of Understanding’ signed on 11 July 2007.

Phasing  1997 Y 2012

His Highness the Aga Khan 
announces the Humayun’s 
Tomb Garden restoration as 
a gift to India on the occasion 
of the 50th anniversary of 
Independence

‘Memorandum of Understanding’ 
between AKTC and Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI) signed to 
undertake the Garden restoration

1997 2012201020092008200720031999

Ceremony marking the 
completion of the Garden 
restoration

AKTC signs ‘Memorandum 
of Understanding’ with ASI 
marking the commencement 
of the Humayun’s Tomb 
conservation project

Conservation proposals agreed with ASI 
and conservation works commence on 
the mausoleum. Training of ASI offi cials 
and conservation professionals in the 
preparation and use of lime mortar and 
high-defi nition survey of historic buildings 
using 3-D laser scanning technology 

Conservation works commence 
on the east pavilion and west gate; 
conservation works on the dome 
and lower plinth completed 

Conservation works commence on 
north-east pavilion; conservation works 
on the lower alcoves and enclosure walls 
of Humayun’s Tomb initiated, which will 
be carried out through 2011; conservation 
works initiated at Isa Khan’s Tomb 
enclosure and Bu Halima’s Gateway

All the conservation 
works on Humayun’s 
Tomb completed

Opposite page:

Pointing work is being done on the dome of 

Humayun’s Tomb during the fi nal stages of its 

repair and restoration.
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Project Scope / Objectives

The conversion of Sunder Nursery into a public park 
containing visitor facilities and restored Mughal-era 
monuments is part of a development programme 
that seeks to create a larger Area Development Pro-
ject connecting with Humayun’s Tomb and Hazrat 
Nizamuddin Basti.

 1 Nursery Beds

 2 Lakkarwala Burj

 3 Glasshouse

 4 Graves Platform

 5 Garden Pavilion

 6 Arched Gateway

 7 Sunder Burj

 8 Sunderwala Mahal

 9 Flower Show Area

 10 Interpretation/

  Training Centre

3

1

2
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Sunder Nursery
 DE LH I ,  I N D IA

Sunder Nursery was established by the British to experiment with the trees pro-

posed to be grown in the new capital in Delhi. It is a large, enclosed nursery on 

the north side of Humayun’s Tomb, owned and operated by the Central Public 

Works Department. Located in south central Delhi and spread over twenty-eight 

hectares, the development of Sunder Nursery into a sustainable park is part of a 

larger socio-economic development programme that includes the urban regen-

eration of Nizamuddin Basti and restoration of Humayun’s Tomb complex (a 

World Heritage Site).

 The Sunder Nursery abuts Humayun’s Tomb complex, with which its shares 

a common entrance zone, and stands on the historic Grand Trunk Road. Within 

the Nursery stand nine Mughal-period tombs, of which three are protected by 

the Archaeological Survey of India. The work of the Aga Khan Trust for Culture 

(AKTC) will aim to enhance nursery functions; create a signifi cant arboretum; 

restore the monuments; create new attractions; and provide visitor facilities. At 

the same time, plans are in place to link up the Nursery site with Humayun’s 

Tomb complex, creating a vast green space, a ‘cultural heritage park’, in the 

heart of the capital city.

 A fl at, extensive and underused green space lies in Nizamuddin, a desig-

nated heritage zone comprising Lutyen’s Garden City, its extensions and a num-

ber of signifi cant heritage areas, such as India Gate, Humayun’s Tomb complex, 

Lodhi Gardens and the Old Fort. The Nursery is bordered by Humayun’s Tomb 

to the south, the National Zoological Park to the north, the Bharat Scouts and 

Guides Centre to the east and the prominent Delhi Public School to the west. 

The area’s position between Humayun’s Tomb complex and Nizamuddin Basti 

provides the opportunity to create a larger Area Development Project connecting 

Humayun’s Tomb and its outer precinct.

 The design of the new Park is organized along a central axial spine around 

which gardens and landscapes are arranged. From formal garden to informal 

settings for families to enjoy picnics, the Park will offer a variety of recreational 

and cultural venues. Water features, ponds and lakes are part of the master 

plan, which includes nursery beds, a fl ower showcase, arboretum, rose garden 

and orchards.

I ND IA    DELH I  ARE A PROGR AM M E   SU NDER N U RSERY

More than just a green space in the heart 

of the city, Sunder Nursery literally stands in 

the midst of history. The monuments located 

here are being carefully conserved using 

traditional materials and building crafts. 

Lakkarwala Burj with its landscaped garden 

is shown above.

Opposite page:

Conservation work on the ceiling 

of Sunder Burj.

100 m
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Background

BRIEF HISTORY OF PROJECT SITE 

Sunder Nursery is located inside an important archaeo-
logical zone between the 16th-century fort built by 
Mughal ruler Humayun and his tomb. The Mughal-era 
Grand Trunk Road passed through the area. The Nursery 
was established by the British to cultivate trees for the 
new capital in Delhi.

Challenges

SITE CONDITIONS

Sunder Nursery is nearly fl at and shares an entrance 
with Humayun’s Tomb complex. Within the Nursery 
remain nine Mughal-period tombs, and the archaeo-
logical remnants of several other structures. The Nursery 
is bordered by the National Zoological Park to the 
north, the Batashewala complex to the east and the 
Delhi Public School to the west. 

Signifi cant Issues and Impact

DATA COLLECTION/SURVEYS

A detailed survey and database of all existing trees was 
prepared prior to commencement of the master-plan-
ning process. Over 140 tree species exist at Sunder 
Nursery, some of which are unique to the Delhi region. 
A plan for conservation works on several monuments 
was similarly prepared at the onset of the project.

MASTER PLANNING PROCESS

The landscape Master Plan emphasizes developing 
the ecology, heritage and nursery functions of Sunder 
Nursery and received approval of the Delhi Urban Art 
Commission.

PLANNING ISSUES 

The new park design is organized along a central axial 
spine around which gardens and landscapes are 
arranged. From formal gardens to informal settings, 
the park will offer a variety of recreational and cultural 
venues. Water features, ponds, lakes, nursery beds, a 
fl ower showcase, arboretum, rose garden and orchards 
are all incorporated in the design. Landscaping settings 
for the monuments is an important element of the work 
too. A number of original species of vegetation cur-
rently lost are being considered for replanting. A traffi c 
study is underway to minimize the impact of the six-
metre-wide road that divides Humayun’s Tomb from 
Sunder Nursery.

HISTORIC BUILDINGS/MONUMENTS CONSERVED

Conservation works are ongoing on the Lakkarwala 
Burj, Sunderwala Burj and Sunderwala Mahal, all 16th-
century buildings. Work was completed on the 18th-
century Mughal-era Garden Pavilion, which was on the 
verge of collapse and threatened with demolition for a 
roadway project. The project also aims to incorporate 
the fi ve-hectare Batashewala complex with three 
buildings of national importance within the future Sun-
der Nursery.

NEW BUILDING FACILITIES 

Amongst the fi rst project activities was a two-kilometre 
peripheral road to ensure that vehicular access to the 
public areas is limited. An Interpretation Centre on 
ecology and heritage will host educational programmes 
and a greenhouse will be constructed to showcase 
plant species from different climates. A newly built 
amphitheatre is to host musical and cultural perfor-
mances. A food-court and restaurant will provide re-
freshments and food for visitors. The buildings will be 
eco-friendly and sustainable, having minimum impact 
on the site’s environmental character, and vehicular 

traffi c will be limited to the periphery. The project also 
envisages improvements in irrigation, electrical supply, 
and drainage and visitor facilities.    

COMMUNIT Y INVOLVEMENT/PROGRAMME

The development of the Nursery into a park will create 
direct and indirect employment opportunities for the 
residents of Nizamuddin Basti. In keeping with AKTC’s 
wider objectives of improving built environments and 
raising living standards, it is hoped that the surplus 
income generated from the park can be used to support 
the Basti’s urban infrastructure, such as the municipal 
school, polyclinic, community toilets and public spaces.

NEW TECHNOLOGIES INTRODUCED 

Large portions of Sunder Nursery and Humayun’s 
Tomb complex have been surveyed using ground-pen-
etrating radar to discovery archaeological remnants 
prior to earth works. Several monuments were surveyed 
and documented using laser scanning.

Partners 

PUBLIC PARTNERS

Central Public Works Department, Archaeological Survey 
of India.

Donors 

Khaplan Foundation Fund, US Ambassadors Fund for 
Cultural Preservation.

Authoritative Framework

‘Memorandum of Understanding’ signed on 11 July 2007.

The 18th-century Garden Pavilion was in 

a ruinous condition and threatened with 

demolition to make way for a ‘tunnel roads’ 

project. Today this unique building is being 

considered for protection, thanks to the 

conservation work carried out by master 

craftsmen.

Opposite page:

Aligned on an axis with Sunder Burj and 

culminating at the foot of Azim Ganj Serai, 

the Central Vista will provide a seamless 

pedestrian connection between Humayun’s 

Tomb and Sunder Nursery, at the same 

time creating an extraordinary visual delight.

I ND IA    DELH I  ARE A PROGR AM M E   SU NDER N U RSERY

As part of the Nursery development project all of the historic structures located in the 

Nursery will undergo conservation to enhance their signifi cance and restore their archi-

tectural integrity. Landscaping the setting of the monuments is an important element of 

the conservation works and the master plan for the Nursery. Over 140 tree species pres-

ently exist at Sunder Nursery, some of which are unique to the Delhi region. It is proposed 

to add a similar number of species mostly comprising vegetation that has been lost to the 

Delhi region. A 3.6-hectare nursery has been established along the northern edge of 

Sunder Nursery; glasshouses, mist chambers, tissue culture labs, and a training centre 

are also proposed to be built. As part of the project a micro-habitat zone – an arboretum 

– is being created, simulating a microcosm of Delhi’s landscape, including Kohl (hilly), 

Khadar (riverine), Bangar (alluvial) and Dabar (marshy) zones.

 The proposed Interpretation Centre on ecology and heritage in Sunder Nursery will 

host education programmes. A newly created amphitheatre will host musical and cul-

tural performances and a café and restaurant will provide refreshments and food for 

visitors. The buildings will be eco-friendly and sustainable, having minimum impact on 

the site’s environmental character, and vehicular traffi c will be limited to the periphery to 

allow visitors to enjoy the natural and built heritage of the new Park.

 Transforming the Nursery into a Park will create employment opportunities for the 

residents of Nizamuddin Basti. In keeping with AKTC’s wider objectives of improving built 

environments in largely Muslim communities, it is expected that the surplus income gen-

erated from the Park would be used to restore and develop the Basti’s urban infrastructure, 

such as schools, training centres, home improvements and public spaces.

 Additionally, the future Park will provide a platform to educate children through the 

conservation and development of tangible and intangible heritage and awareness of cultural 

identity with the creation of interpretive programmes complementary to the visits. On an 

environmental level, the revitalization and effi cient utilization of more than twenty-eight 

hectares of land in the middle of Delhi will help reduce pollution and increase air quality.

‘Memorandum of Understanding’ 
with Central Public Works 
Department and Archaeological 
Survey of India marking the 
commencement of landscape and 
conservation works at Sunder 
Nursery; surveys  completed

2007 20132011201020092008

Conservation of Lakkarwala 
Burj and Sunderwala Mahal 
commences; infrastructure 
grid laid out; development of 
Delhi’s fi rst arboretum

Agreement on 
post-project 
management of 
the redeveloped 
Sunder Nursery

Completion of civil 
and landscape works 
at southern half 
of site; post-project 
management 

Completion of the landscape 
works at Lakkarwala Burj 
and Garden Pavilion; design 
of greenhouse; market 
research and feasibility study 
undertaken

Landscape Master Plan 
fi nalized and required 
approvals obtained; 
conservation works on 
the monuments in the 
Nursery initiated

Phasing  2007 Y 2013
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Project Scope / Objectives

The project combines conservation with a major 
socio-economic development effort that is being 
implemented through a community-centred, col-
laborative approach. The objective is to improve 
environmental conditions and strengthen essential 
urban services with interventions in the core areas 
of education, health and sanitation.
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 1 School

 2 Open Space Restoration

 3 Construction of Community Toilets

 4 Street Redevelopment

 5 Conservation of 

  Hazrat Nizamuddin Baoli

 6 Conservation of 
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Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti
DE LH I ,  I N D IA

Located in the heart of New Delhi, adjacent to Humayun’s Tomb complex and 

Sunder Nursery, Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti is named after the revered saint 

Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya, who lived here in the early fourteenth century. A 

settlement developed at this location during the saint’s lifetime and it has been 

continuously inhabited.

 Following the successful restoration of Humayun’s Tomb Garden in 2004, 

the urban renewal project commenced with the signature of a public-private 

partnership ‘Memorandum of Understanding’ on 11 July 2007. The non-profi t 

partnership includes the Archaeological Survey of India, the Central Public 

Works Department, the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD), the Aga Khan 

Foundation (AKF) and the Aga Khan Trust for Culture (AKTC).

 Nizamuddin Basti comprises a resident population of approximately 20,000. 

A synergistic, community centred and collaborative approach has been adopted 

to improve the quality of life for residents through a series of multi-input projects 

that aims to improve the urban environment, conserve monuments, develop 

public parks, strengthen basic services through interventions in the three core 

areas of health, education and environmental sanitation and engage community 

participation through a regular series of cultural activities and performances. In 

so doing, the project seeks to integrate conservation, socio-economic develop-

ment and urban and environmental development objectives in consultation with 

local communities and relevant stakeholders. All programmes commenced 

following a quality of life assessment study.

 In 2009 a physical mapping/survey of the Basti was undertaken to docu-

ment the area with the intention of planning sensitive urban improvements. The 

survey has led to the preparation of street improvement plans which will be 

implemented by the Municipal Corporation of Delhi. Small public parks are 

being planned along the western edge of the Basti in areas that are deteriorating 

and are no longer safe and clean. These spaces will be landscaped to fulfi l the 

needs expressed by the resident community. These parks will bring much 

needed community space and nodes of civic life back to the area and improve 

pedestrian circulation through the Basti, and there will be parks earmarked for 

women, children, cricket, community functions and weddings.

I ND IA    DELH I  ARE A PROGR AM M E   HA ZR AT N IZ AM U DD IN BAST I

Craftsmen are fi tting sandstone jali screens 

at the Baoli.

Opposite page:

Children are being taught at the refurbished 

Municipal Corporation of Delhi Primary School.

100 m
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A series of initiatives are spurring a cultural 

revival in the Basti. Here, Chaunsath Khamba 

(right) is lit up at night during a concert of 

Qawwali music at the Jashn-e Khusrau festival.

to students in the age group of fourteen to sixteen years is given in Maths and English 

(‘English Access Micro-Scholarship Programme’ co-funded by the US Embassy). 

 In parallel with these procedures health interventions in the Basti include upgrading 

the MCD Polyclinic to ensure better diagnosis and treatment, reduce referrals and build 

the capacity of a community health outreach team for preventive health care, as well 

as the creation of a pathology laboratory. Finally, newly built public toilets – a key 

intervention for urban renewal in the Basti – have improved access to hygienic sanita-

tion for residents.

 As part of the urban renewal project there is a focus on cultural initiatives. A rich 

cultural vein, particularly in music and poetry, has existed in the Basti for centuries and 

drives the lifeblood of the community. This is where Amir Khusrau, musician, poet, 

scholar, Sufi  mystic and spiritual disciple of Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya, started Qawwali 

music traditions in the thirteenth century. This tradition continues to this day. The ‘living 

culture’ of the area is a unique and vibrant blend of secular and interfaith elements that 

encompass the performing arts, classical music, poetry and traditional crafts. Improve-

ment in the life of the residents must also include initiatives that embrace the creativity 

and talent nurtured in this environment and that are core to its identity. Steps are being 

taken to revive and revitalize these components highlighted at festivals, performances, 

discussions and through recordings.

The conservation of monuments and the rehabilitation of open spaces in the Basti aim to 

restore their intrinsic cultural, historical and spiritual signifi cance. Using state-of-the-art 

technology, including ground-penetrating radar survey, high-defi nition 3D laser scanning 

and geotechnical assessments, conservation started on the fourteenth-century Baoli 

(step-well).

 At the eastern edge of the Basti stand two important tombs: the Chaunsath Khamba, 

a Mughal tomb, and the tomb of Mirza Ghalib, South Asia’s most renowned poet. 

Together, they form one of the largest open spaces in the Basti. Landscape works at both 

tombs have enhanced the historic character, restored dignity to these monuments and 

provided much needed community gathering spaces in this dense setting.

 Social programmes in conjunction with the AKF have focused on education, training, 

health and the environment. In the fi rst place the major effort towards primary education 

improvement has included a refurbishment of the MCD primary school, interventions to 

improve quality of education through professional development of faculty, improved 

classroom processes/child centred to teaching-learning process, better school 

management and strengthened school community approaches interface. Secondly, 

vocational training programmes for young people include a career development centre 

(NIIT Institute of Technology), the teaching of the English language (British Council) and 

training of heritage guides to give tours of the Basti and its history,  while learning support 

I ND IA    DELH I  ARE A PROGR AM M E   HA ZR AT N IZ AM U DD IN BAST I

Above, noted poet Mirza Ghalib’s tomb 

setting was enhanced by landscaping the 

court and creating an enclosure with stone 

jali screens to be used for mushairas 

(poetry readings) and other performances.

Below left, conservation works on the Baoli 

were initiated following the collapse of 

portions of this 13th-century stepped well; 

right, a view of the Baoli after the work.
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Background

BRIEF HISTORY OF PROJECT SITE 

Ghiyas-ud-din Balban, Sultan of Delhi in the 13th cen-
tury, built the palace of Lal Mahal in what is now Hazrat 
Nizamuddin Basti. In the early 14th century, the 
revered saint, Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya, lived and was 
also buried there, initiating seven centuries of tomb 
building in the area. During the building of New Delhi 
the agricultural lands attached to the Basti were 
acquired and the area declared an urban village. The 
area was declared a conservation area in the 2021 
Master Plan of Delhi.

Challenges

PROJECT RISKS

Low levels of literacy, high number of immigrants, ram-
pant drug usage and peddling have led to high crime. 
Though there is a presence of several NGOs working 
in Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti, there are no active resi-
dent associations/youth groups or community groups.

DEMOGRAPHICS

Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti is one of the most densely 
populated areas in Delhi, especially when the fl oating 
pilgrimage population who reside there for short peri-
ods is taken into account. Approximately 64% of the 
populace is in the productive employment age group 
but only 41% participate.  

HOUSEHOLD ECONOMY

Over 50% of families in Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti have 
a single wage earner – largely employed in petty trades 
or as casual workers. A similar number of men in the 
15 to 25 age group are working and only 6% of women 
hold jobs. During community discussions, life skills, 
career counselling and vocational training opportunities 
emerged as key needs.

STATUS OF HEALTH AND EDUCATION

Lack of access to quality clinical facilities has resulted 
in extremely poor health conditions. During baseline 
research, reported illness in the previous two weeks 
was 54% among females and 29% among males. The 
project continues to implement interventions to improve 
health care including both clinic-based and outreach 
activities, and plans to address health issues of the 
elderly and the disabled. While literacy rates remain 
high, raising the quality of education, and increasing 
enrolment and completion rates of existing program-
ming are a project focus. 

AVAILABILIT Y OF DRINKING WATER 

AND PROPER SANITATION FACILITIES

Household water connections are unreliable and 33% 
of households access water from public taps, which 
are in a poor condition. Public toilets are used by 11% 

of households and 14% share toilets. In addition, the 
large fl oating population of pilgrims puts further strain 
on the system. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS

Rapid physical densifi cation and population growth 
put enormous strain on the infrastructure at Hazrat 
Nizamuddin Basti, especially in terms of environmental 
sanitation and waste management. Frequent fl ooding 
and blockages in sewage lines are common and 
provide public health concerns. 

INFRASTRUCTURE

Water supply and sewage disposal systems are present 
but well below required capacity.

ACCESS TO OPEN SPACE

Encroachment and misuse of open spaces and parks 
are widespread. 

BUILDING CONDITIONS

In Hazrat Nizamuddin Basti limited living space per 
family, poor ventilation from densifi cation, inadequate 
sewerage and water connections compounded by 
large numbers of pilgrims have increased the depen-
dence on public utilities and building facilities. 

Signifi cant Issues and Impact

DATA COLLECTION/SURVEYS

The project activities commenced following detailed 
physical mapping of the project area, documentation 
of the monuments and socio-economic surveys, 
which needed to be managed sensitively by senior 
programme staff to explain objectives. The physical 
surveys in the community were met with repeated re-
sistance from the community. They could only be com-
pleted in 2009 after establishing confi dence building 
programming in health, education, sanitation and vo-
cational training. 

PLANNING ISSUES 

With the renovation of open spaces and landscaping 
of parks coupled with community mobilization, owner-
ship and their involvement in management of these 
spaces, it is hoped that children, women and residents 
in Nizamuddin Basti will be able to safely access these 
spaces. The project has incorporated interventions 
such as connecting households to sewer lines and 
there are plans to improve housing stock in need of 
repairs, especially those surrounding signifi cant monu-
ments and public spaces such as the Baoli and the 
nallah respectively.

HISTORIC BUILDINGS/MONUMENTS CONSERVED

Several monuments dating from the 12th-century on-
wards are located within Nizamuddin Basti. Conservation 
works to date in the Basti have focused on a 13th-century 

step-well or baoli that partially collapsed in July 2008 
and on the conservation and landscaping of the tomb 
of the famous poet Mirza Ghalib. In 2011, conservation 
works will continue on the baoli and also expand to the 
16th-century structures known as Chaunsath Khamba 
and Atgah Khan’s Tomb.

NEW BUILDING FACILITIES 

One block of community toilets has now been built 
and is in operation. Work on an additional, much larger 
toilet block is planned to commence in 2011.

COMMUNIT Y INVOLVEMENT/PROGRAMME

The project has begun to strengthen civil society, 
based on consultative planning and implementation, 
as well as the formation of interest and user groups. 
Self-help groups have been established and commu-
nity management of public facilities such as toilets has 
commenced. The project continues to implement in-
terventions to improve health care, including both 
clinic-based and outreach activities, and plans to ad-
dress health issues of the elderly and the disabled. 

VOCATIONAL TRAINING/CAPACIT Y BUILDING

With only 21% of youth having completed senior sec-
ondary education, the vocational training programmes 
being implemented are designed for improving employ-
ability. Market linkages with tourists arriving at Huma-
yun’s Tomb are being established for craft and embroi-
dery products by local women. Whilst literacy rates are 
reasonably high, increasing enrolment and completion 
rates and the quality of education are a project focus. 

CONTRACTING METHODS

All conservation works and renovations are imple-
mented directly by master craftsmen employed by the 
project.

Partners 

PUBLIC PARTNERS

Archaeological Survey of India, Municipal Corporation of 
Delhi, Delhi Development Authority.

Donors 

Ford Foundation, German Embassy, United States Em-
bassy, Canadian International Development Agency.

Authoritative Framework

‘Memorandum of Understanding’ signed on 11 July 2007. 
In 2009 additional ‘Memorandums of Understanding’ 
were signed with Delhi Development Authority and Delhi 
Government’s Public Works Department to allow land-
scaping of parks and nallah respectively.

Rehabilitation work on Chaunsath 
Khamba, the baoli and Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi School completed

Socio-economic survey 
data collected

Phasing  2007 Y 2011

‘Memorandum of Understanding’ 
signed between AKTC and the 
Government of India

2007 2011201020092008

‘Memorandum of Understanding’  
signed between AKTC, the Delhi 
Development Authority and 
Central Public Works Department

Two public open spaces 
in the Nizamuddin Basti 
fully rehabilitated

The Basti’s narrow 

streets are host to many 

shops and markets.


