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Alhamra Arts Council

Lahore, Pakistan

The Afhanua An Council sits imposingly on
the main thoroughfare of Lahare, the Mall
Road, s sering with a large forecourt
heightens the sheer scale of the building
simply cven this forecourt has echoes in the
architectural beritage of the past apant from the
many cther intentional yet subtle indicators in
the complex.

Fr————

E

The clustered brick fagade of the main hall,

Building Type 29
1998 Awasd Cvele HOSPAK

Alhamra Arts Council

Lahare, Pakistan

PAK-FUMLAS CABRETS

[y BACH- - ARNAH

Fuilding Type 7 ittt ||
1998 Avard Cycle H05PAK

Alhamra Arts Council, Lahore, Pakistan
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Building Type 32 [ T,
1938 Anand Cycle HO5PAR

Alhamra Arts Council

Lahore, Pakistan

Although the thick tapering walls joined with
vertical expanses of glass are all very modern,
aspiring o the times of its incoption in the 70%s,
vet there s an unmistakable aura of the past.
It's pot easy 1o place ooc’s finger on it, as there
are no blatant tradithomal motif or forms. This
sublle cffect of multivalence only heightcns
one's interest and cusicsity und cven foday onc
mxy add, it madntains that appeal

The architect has been sble 1o achicve this
multivalence by the clever wse of material and
form of the composition. Brick, cheap and a
very traditional material has been wsed in the
maodern idiom, yet the apering sheer expanse
with plain horizantal grooves harks back 1o the
Sultanme and Mughal period buttressing of
fors, but then it only hints without being vivid

Clockwise

I A glimpse between the thick tapering
exicrior walls.

2. The clastered compaosition of Hall - 11

3. Landscape internal coun with Hall - 111 in

Buitding Type
1998 Award Cycle 408 PAK

Alhamra Arts Council, Lahore, Pakistan



Alhamra Arts Council

Lahore, Pakistan

The main beall hides behind it like a treasare the
internal count and the clusiering of other
smaller halls, thestres and art gallery. As one
approaches ihe building. the outer spaces begin
to wnfold in view, adding curiosity and
implosing one o discover further. The internal
coun with its neat landscaped Lum b5 visible
through the rolling garden and shaded glade of
Burmcy's ganden towards the Mall Road
Alsgetler, 8 very enticing view

Builidimg Type
1998 Award Cycle

Alhamra Arts Council

Lahare, Pakistan

The stark brick facade's, off bemt for the
common public, thanks to its sensitive handling
and layout, has generated a ot of interest
within the public. They harve not only accepied
it for all the cultural mayhem and sctivity, it
T susinined its popularity among the masses
over the docadcs, with all the important
festivals and functions being held here. 1t is an
example of healthy intcraction of poople with
the buill form

Clochwise
1. The fisll height glazing in the fover.
1 The front fagade of the main hall

3. View of imermal court.

ol il

Building Type 7]
1998 Amard Cycle 405 Pk

Alhamra Arts Council, Lahore, Pakistan



Alhamra Arts Council

Lahore, Pakistan

View of the main hall from across the road.

Building Type 29
1998 Awurd Cycle HSPAK
Alhamra Arts Council
Lahore, Pakistan

Lecking up the staircass in the sdminisirtion
ared.

Vicw of the seating in the main ball

il el

uslding Type 529
1998 Awand Cyele 408 PAK
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Alhamra Arts Council

Lahess, Pakistan -,

View of the procensum tower of the main hall.

Bwiiding Type b .
1998 Award Cycle i GROUND FLOOR PLAN
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Looking down into the foyer of Hall - [
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Building Type 3
1998 Award Cyche 405 PAK

Alhamra Arts Council, Lahore, Pakistan



Alhamra Arts Council

Lahore, Pakistan

Second floor view of Ant Gallery. The walls are
washed with indirect light from above

e wan

Foyer of the Main Hall with cxhibition arca.

SECOND FLOOR PLAN[Y
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Bauidmg Type 9
1998 Anand Cycle 403 FAK

Alhamra Arts Council

Lahare, Pakistan

Following the demands of performing ants, the
architect selected polygonal forms Polygonal
forms ideally emvelope fan shaped scating
Lavouts without creating paraliel walls. Steep
tiered sectional profile along with
polygomal plans crested superb vision and
BoousTics. Acouste: sollons based on sectional
profiles were inspired from aditional Greek
theatre, which varying contours of ceiling
produce. Balanced reflection and sheorption 10
produce the right conditions for good
neverberation.

The imternal view of Hall - 11

Buildng Type
1998 Award Cycle

Alhamra Arts Council, Lahore, Pakistan



Alhamra Arts Council

Lahore, Pakistan

Locking down in ibe seating gallery of the
main hall

The stairs of admn_ area

T

SECTIONAL ELEVATION

Building Type ]

1558 Award Cycle 405 PAK
Alhamra Arts Council
Lahare, Pakietan
The find impact of Athamra An Council is is
imposing, slaming cxpanse of brick walls, One:
can discern within this clunering dimine
‘buildings merging into ome snother, engulfing
within the cestral landscaped coun
View of Hall - Il
Barlding Type 319
1998 Award Cycle 405 PAK

Alhamra Arts Council, Lahore, Pakistan



Alhamra Arts Council

Lahors, Paiistan

Space plonning of outdoors and indoors has
boen carchully concehved. Oundoors, semis ot
door, paved and green spaces interact very well.
Owmt door spaces are very popular as local
climatc allows cxocllent conditions in ihe
cvenings for formal and tnformal gaiherings in
these simply landecaped spaces. These spaces
are interesting?y confined and surmounded by
buildings around them.

Reof top view of the complex, enclosing the

centra! coart.
Building Type e
1978 Avard Cycle AT AN
Alhamra Arts Council
Lahore, Pakstan

An an exhibition gallery fanks the castern side
of the court. This clustering of octagonal forms
s two goried. The solid brick walls are washed
with top lit skylights leaving maximum wall
spaces for exhibiion. The exhibstion gallery
has housed apart from arwork, numerces book
fairs and olber cublural exhibitions.

Clockwise.
1. Looking down into foyer.
2 The fayer with display of artwork.

uilding Type
1998 Amand Cycle 403 PAK

Alhamra Arts Council, Lahore, Pakistan



Alhamra Arts Gouncil

Lahore, Pakistan

The popular acceptance and sense of identity of
Alhamra Ans Complex has been doe 10 its
success in creating a disloges with the rich
archisecrurl heritage of the precolondal period.
Ome can discern multivalent iniespretation in
its form, scale and choice of malcrial. Apart
from cleverly tackling the constrained budget
through use of locally available brick brick has
created subtle undenancs reverborating 10 (e
Mughal and Subanase period forts.

Surying in the modern idiom with deliberaety
plain vet tapering brick walls, the composition
creates @ modern form with the ambsence of
bygone Sorts, with one may add hists of decon,
in its clustered stanting podygonad forms.
This molthvalence although imientional. isn’t
blatant and only hints st different architectural
cxpressions, which i responsible  for
maintaining intcrest and cunosity oven todsy
‘nfber two decades of inception.

Clockwite.
b View across the glade of the complex.
2. Imgesing emrance of Hall - 111

3, Main hall with the paved count in the
forcground.

il el

Building Type B
1998 Auand Cycle S5 PAK

Alhamra Arts Council

Lahore, Fakistan
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Building Type EE]
1998 Award Cycle 405 FAK

Alhamra Arts Council

Lahore, Pakistan
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1998 Award Cycle A5 PAR
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Alhamra Arts Council
Lahore, Fakistan
SOUTH EAST ELEVATION OF ART GALLERY
o 16 52 FEET
(AAnnnnAn N N — ]
NORTH WEST SECTIONAL ELEVATION OF ART GALLERY
] 16 12 FEET
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Buildimg Type ]
1998 Award Cyche 405 PAX
HORTH WEST ELEVATION
L) " a ey
Alhamra Arts Council
% Shahrab-E-Quaid-E-Azam
Archiseces Nuyyss Ali Duda
Lahore, Pakistan
Cilients. Lahege Asts Council
Lahore, Pakistan
Commission 1976
Design 1976
Constraction 1992
Gecapancy 1592
CGroasd Floor §T000 m2
Total Floor 1451000 m2 B
Canti SECTIOMAL ELEVATON
~Global  IIS0OUSD
STOOOV00 PKR bemet e ¥ 2T
- permd 100 ST
116 PKR

snditoriums of varying size,
service ficillilscs, and a cantoon.
muditoriuems are used for
conceTis, rositals,
lectures, and classes.
_J SITE PLAN \?
e
ALIAA TS GO \ 4
o s i s
Building Type 520
199% Award Cycle 405 PAK

Alhamra Arts Council, Lahore, Pakistan



ALHAMRA ARTS CENTRE
Lahore, Patissan

Alhamea Ans Cemtre was stamed in 1977 and completed in 1992 The
architoct has managed istain the unity of archi  language inspise
of a bong period imvolved, betwoen (b building of vanious phases.

Following the dictates of performing arts and demnands, the architoct selocted
polygonal forms,  Folygonal forms ideally esvelope fan shaped scating
Layouts without creating parallel walls  Stcep tiered sectional profile slong
with broken polygonal plans created superb vision and acoustics . Acoustic
solutions based oa sectional profiles were inspired from traditional Greck
thester with variating contoars of ceiling produce. Balanced reflection and
abscrption to produce the right conditions for geed reverberation

The architectural language of the project tackles the complex issmse of
regional identity and contimuity in modern architecture.  The complex
evokes (he spirit of Lahoees rich architectural heritage without using any
cliches, arches, traceries etc

It caiches the spérit of the past by use of space surrounded by baildings, use
of massive unbeoken brick walls, sparing wse of glass. Hand made bricks
and simpic deiailing has helped achieve coonomy and semse of
mosmmentality achieved by sheer scale

The centre has helped elevate (he cultural activity in Labore.  This is an
nple wh contributes snd cubtuse of 3 socicty

The art gallery s conccived as an expansc of fluid space flowing both
b lly and vertically, Windowless walls are peovided 1

exhibition wall space. Natural lighting is provided by clear sineey windows.
Clear siorey windows peovide coatinuous indirect glarc free light on all
walls

Alhamra Arts Council
Lahors, Pakistan o
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Building Type
1998 Award Cycke 405, PAK

Alhamra Arts Council

Lahors, Pakistan

SOUTH-WEST ELEVATION

SOUTH-EAST ELEVATION

1998 Award Cycle 403 PAK
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Building Type 3
1998 Award Cycle H05.PAK

Alhamra Arts Council

Lanore, Palostan

SECTION AT C.C

B
1998 Award Cyele S03.PAK
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SECTIONAL ELEVATION AT AA

tuildimg Tvpe 2]
1658 Awad Cyele J03.PAE

Alhamra Arts Council

Lahore, Pakistan
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Building Type .
1958 Amard Cycle 405 PAK
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