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PREFACE 

The United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) was the 

final United Nations conference to be held in the twentieth century. It had two 

themes Adequate Shelter for All, and Sustainable Human Settlements Devel

opment. Thus, it focused on issues that were dealt with in earlier United Na

tions conferences held in the 1990's, namely the Conference of Environment 

and Development, the Social Summit, the International Conference on Popu

lation and Development, and the Fourth Women's Conference on women within 

the context ofthe city and rapid urbanisation. The Habitat II Conference made 

clear that only with the partnership between different actors such as govern

ments, non-governmental organisations (NGOs), the private sector, academia, 

and local authorities can the development of sustainable human settlements be 

achieved, the problems of rapid urbanisation solved, and living conditions in 

cities improved. 

Habitat II Agenda was the plan of action produced by the conference, as a tool 

for creating sustainable human settlements for the twenty-first century regard

ing environment, human rights, social development, women, and population 

in the context of urbanisation. Sustainable human settlements can be achieved 

by working at the local and national levels to ensure an integrated approach 

through partnerships among national and local governments, the private sec

tor, communities, and non-governmental organisations. This conference will 

be remembered as an alliance-building forum, where the representatives of 

civil society officially presented and discussed their ideas with government 

representatives within the "Partnership Committee", where they could con

tribute to the formation of the Habitat II Agenda. 

One of the innovative ideas of this conference was based on the exchange of 

infornlation regarding successful examples of dealing with human settlements 

problems, i.e., the Best Practices for improving living conditions from which 

central and local governments as well as the public and private sectors can 

draw on as they search for new ideas, new forms of co-operation, and work

able solutions to the problems that confront them. 



The Habitat II Conference aimed to make cities liveable places in the next 

millennium. The first Habitat Conference, held in Vancouver in 1976, tried to 

develop strategies to lessen the problems caused by rapid urbanisation. How

ever, today almost half of the world's population lives in overcrowded, dete

riorating cities, and the number of people living in urban areas is expected to 

double in thirty years. 600 million people live in health-threatening housing 

conditions and one quarter of the world's population does not have adequate 

housing Given the seriousness of the situation, what is needed is the political 

will to solve the problem - by governments, local authorities, the private sec

tor, and NGOs. The realisation that inadequate living conditions are primary 

causes of social conflict and jeopardise personal safety should make it possi

ble for different groups in society to tackle these problems, and decide to give 

equal opportunity to every segment and income group of society The Habitat 

II Conference was an important step in showing this to the world. 

The Aga Khan Award for Architecture is an organisation that has striven to 

reach the goals of the Habitat II Agenda for years. The emphasis of the Award 

has been not only been to recognise examples of architectural excellence, but 

to look into affordable housing, community improvement, and development. 

Also, the Award seeks excellence in the built environment which is very much 

in line with the interest of the Habitat II Conference in Best Practices where 

workable solutions are displayed for the use of others. Thus, there could have 

been nothing more logical than the involvement of the Aga Khan Award for 

Architecture in the Conference. The following document, the product of a 

panel organised by the Aga Khan Award for Architecture, is the Award's 

contribution to the Conference Its value rests not only in its content but also 

in its being a wonderful example of the partnership that Habitat II was all 

about. In order to reach the goals of the development of sustainable human 

settlements development and the improvement of living conditions all over 

the world, this partnership has to continue into the next millennium. 

Dr. Aliye P. Celik, Architect 

Officer-in-Charge UNHCS (Habitat) 
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