
Concluding Remarks 

Parid Wardi Sudin 

It has been a very important three days I would like 
to thank all the participants in the seminar for having 
kindly agreed to come, participate and debate And 
now, to say a few words on behalf of The Aga Khan 
Award for Architecture, Dr. Suha Ozkan. 

Dr. Suha Ozkan 

Thank you very much. This is my first experience East 
of Turkey . I was not really expecting anything so nice; 
so beautiful, a set of experiences both on the part of 
the country and the seminar! I am really happy that 
I came here. 

This was also our first regional seminar organisation 
attempt, which had been thought of for almost six or 
seven years since the inception of the Award So 
thanks must go to Parid Wardi Sudin and to the 
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia I wish to thank him 
personally, and also Hasan-Uddin Khan on behalf of 
the Award and Charles Correa, who really made the 
thing happen for The Aga Khan Award for Architec
ture. It was our first experience on a regional scale. 

As far as the contents of the seminar go, I can frankly 
say that we are very much satisfied with the content 
of the remarks, and the ideas displayed, and especially 
the friendly atmosphere and the incredible sense of 
humour The most radical ideas and polarisations 
have been put in such a nice way and received with 
great tolerance The impression that has been re
flected on us has been a very nice one. For the reali
sation of that, of course, the main input comes from 
the Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, from Tan Sri 
Ainuddin bin Abdul Wahid, whom I met as one of the 
first Malaysians in my life in Ankara years ago, and 
we had one collaboration which came to fruition last 
year. This has become a second opportunity for me to 
work with him I am really happy that this has been 
realised I also thank His Excellency in his absence, 
the Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports who ex-

tended a really kind hospitality on behalf of the 
Malaysian Government, and he made this seminar a 
success. So I extend all my thanks to all participants 
and all contributors on behalf of the A ward, and on 
behalf of His Highness The Aga Khan. Thank you 
very much. 

Tan Sri Ainuddin bin Abdul Wahid 

Mr. Chairman sir, Dr. Suha Ozkan, ladies and gentle
men. It is indeed an honour for me to be invited to 
close this seminar this afternoon. The seminar has dis
cussed the subject The Search for Identity in Archi
tecture in South East Asia', at length for the last three 
days I only wish that I had the time to be with you 
all during the very interesting and educative dis
cussions. However, I managed to read a few of the 
seminar papers that were given to me at the opening 
ceremony. 

I am very happy indeed to read Romi Khosla's view 
in discussing which tunnel leads to the light He said 
"I think what is significant is that all this is the begin
ning of the search to one's own identity". 

Indeed I became happier when I read Tay Kheng 
Soon's paper stating "architecture has become in
strumental again, and has now a clear cultural 
purpose". 

However, he also said, "the principle dimension in the 
Singapore cultural dilemma is, therefore, the contra
diction between tradition, history, and science and 
technology" . 

He appears to feel that the ancient values like 
tradition and religion, and the modern values of 
science and technology are pulling in the opposite 
directions. So, allow me here to quote Einstein's views 
on science and religion. I quote. 

"Now even though the realms of religion and 
science, in themselves are clearly marked off from 
each other, nevertheless there exists between the two, 
strong reciprocal relationships and d~pendences. 
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Though religion may be that which determines the 
goal, it has nevertheless learned from science, in the 
broader sense what means will contribute to the 
attainment of the goals it has set up. But science can 
only be created by those who are thoroughly imbued 
with aspirations to a truth and understanding. This 
source offeeling, however, springs from this sphere of 
religion. To this there also belong the faith and the 
possibility that the regulations valued for the world of 
existence are rational, that is comprehensible to 
reason. I cannot conceive of a genuine scientist with
out that profound faith. The situation may be ex
pressed by an image: Science without religion is lame, 
religion without science is blind." 

All this, to me, could only mean one thing. The search 
for identity is a must, otherwise you are a none-entity. 
Even in a garden of a thousand blooms, we would like 
to establish the identity of each of the blooms. In the 
Quran it is stated in surah Al-Hujarat, verse 12. 

"0 man, behold we have created you all out of male 
and female and have made you into nations and tribes 
so that you may come to know one another". 

This verse shows that identity is an important item in 
our lives. 

In conclusion, I would like to take this opportunity 
once again to thank The Aga Khan Award for Archi
tecture for their generous contribution and support 
towards the seminar, to those people who have 
worked hard to make this seminar a success. 

My heartfelt thanks to all the participants for making 
this seminar meaningful. I would also like to thank 
those individuals and organisations, both in Malaysia 
and overseas, who have helped to organise this 
seminar, and I hope that sooner or later we will meet 
again. 
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