
Presented in this volume are the proceed
ings of the initial seminar. This and the 
following four seminars are part of the 
programme of discussions and dialogue 
which will be held prior to the presenta
tion of the first Aga Khan Award for 
Architecture in 1980. The seminars reflect 
a desire on the part of His Highness the 
Aga Khan and the members of the Steer
ing Committee to inform architects, plan
ners, scholars and policymakers of the 
aims of the Award, and to include them in 
the formulation of the Award programme. 

The first seminar was designed to be an 
overview of the problems in making new 
architecture. It sought to identify the theo
retical or philosophical base for this archi
tecture if it were to embody the spirit of 
Islam. At the same time, the social and 
economic mechanisms and regional factors 
that influence any architecture were 
recognized. 

The participants were drawn from differ
ent fields, occupations and regions. Both 
men and women, differing in age and out
look, were asked to participate. Their activ
ities ranged from large international archi
tectural practices to rural self-help 
schemes. Some were advocates of indige
nous technologies; others espoused the 
newest in high-technology building. There 
were those who worked through small com
munities; others dealt with planning poli
cies on a municipal or national scale. 
Some proposed new models for the Islamic 
city; others remarked on regional con
trasts. Some stressed the necessity of 
seeking aesthetic renewal through the prin
ciples of Islam; others saw the way to 
better design through responsiveness to 
ecological constraints. All responded differ
ently to the subject of the seminar, and no 
singular programme of solutions was pro
posed. In fact, the seminar has under
scored the need to identify and redefine 
concepts of aesthetics, urbanism and region
alism within Islam. 

The Proceedings are working papers on 
the theme of what should constitute the 
new architectural environments in the 
Islamic world and how best to achieve 
them. They have been presented rather in
formally, to reflect as closely as possible 
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the actual programme and mood of the 
seminar with its discussions, dialogues and 
disagreements. The overriding concern of 
the Editor has been to transmit the enthu
siasm and concern of the participants to 
the readers, and to receive the reactions of 
readers at the Office of the Convenor in 
time to be incorporated into future semi
nars and into the design of the Award 
programme. 

Of necessity, the scholarly apparatus in the 
Proceedings is rather limited, including 
only those references cited in the papers. 
In the interest of readability, translitera
tion has been simplified unless specifically 
quoted. All geographical names and other 
generally recognized terms have been ren
dered in their commonly accepted form. 
The glossary contains terms which might 
prove useful to the reader in identifying 
Islamic concepts of spacemaking and archi
tectural nomenclature used during the 
seminar. 

Special thanks are due to the staff of the 
Secretariat for its help in organizing the 
seminar. At this office, the Proceedings 
could not have appeared without our 
diligent staff, especially that help rendered 
by Frances Leone. 
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