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 BURJE WAZIR, KABUL 

During October, the restored 
Burje Wazir or ‘Tower of the 
Minister’ was formally handed 
back by AKTC to the department 
of Historic Monuments of the 
Ministry of Information and Cul-
ture. Work on the ruined funer-
ary structure began in spring 
2009 (see AKTC Newsletter 
#18) with co-funding support 
from the government of Ger-
many. The restoration has en-
tailed careful reconstruction of 
the brick superstructure, proba-
bly dating from the 18th century, 
and built over an earlier stone 
masonry base that resembles 
that of 6th-century Buddhist stu-
pas. A richly-decorated sand-
stone gravestone, which was 
subsequently conserved, was 
unearthed during the course of 
the works on the tower. The pro-
ject provided an opportunity for 
training of young Afghan profes-
sionals in documentation, as 
well as in the planning and man-
agement of building conserva-
tion works. Rising above the vil-
lage of Gozargah, the restored 
iwan of Burje Wazir forms an 
imposing landmark in southern 
Kabul.  

BAGHE QAZI, KABUL OLD CITY 

Significant progress has been 
made on the reclamation of Baghe 
Qazi since the project was show-
cased in AKTC Newsletter #25 in 
August 2010. After the removal 
and disposal of 850m3 of debris 
from the site, an area of 11,000m2 
was leveled and compacted for the 
purpose of creating sports pitches 
(see area in background of photo). 
In addition, a network of stone 
pathways and seating areas has 
been laid out across the eastern 
side of the 3.5 hectare site. In all, 
some 1200 trees have been 
planted to date in Baghe Qazi, with 
the final stage of landscaping 
planned for spring 2011, after 
which the site will be opened to the 
general public. With initial support 
from the government of Germany, 
the ongoing reclamation is co-
funded by USAID.  

BAGHE BABUR 

More than 10,000 children from 97 schools 
across Kabul had the opportunity to visit Baghe 
Babur through a Canadian-funded educational 
initiative between August 2009 and October 
2010. Aimed at providing primary and interme-
diate school-children with a chance to develop 
an understanding of the history of the restored 
garden and a range of issues related to the 
natural environment, activities under the pro-
gramme included short talks, quizzes and 
drawing exercises, along with thematic walks 
through the site, under the supervision of spe-
cially-trained staff.  



For more information about AKTC’s 

programme in Afghanistan, contact us at  

Qala-e-Moeen Afzal Khan, Gozargah Street, 

District 3, Kabul or Qala Ikhtyaruddin, Herat.  
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SHASH NAL MOSQUE 

Restoration works on the Shash Nal 
mosque, which began in early summer 
2010 and were co-funded by the US 
Embassy, are now complete. This late 
19th-century building originally formed 
part of a range of buildings that framed 
the historic Darb e Malik, the northern 
gate to the walled city, which was 
demolished as part of ill-conceived 
‘development‘ in the 1970s. Sections of 
the mud-brick structure of the 9-domed 
mosque were repaired during the 
course of the works, and the entire 
complex was re-roofed wih fired bricks. 
An outdoor prayer area in the courtyard 
of the mosque has been upgraded, 
along with the ablution facilities. It is 
expected that the complex will be 
formally handed back to community 
representatives in November.  

QALA IKHTYARUDDIN 

The focus of ongoing conservation 
works in Qala Ikhtyaruddin continue to 
be on the consolidation of the eastern 
side of the complex, which showed 
signs of serious erosion that threatened 
the stability of the towers and walls in 
this area. A total of 12 brick buttresses 
have now been constructed along this 
slope, along with some 1350 metres3 of 

protective stone masonry walling. In 
parallel, work continues on the stabili-
zation of partially-ruined structures in 
the upper enclosure, where the original 
‘maidan’ or square will be re-created, 
as a venue for outdoor cultural or edu-
cational events. AKTC’s conservation 
activities in Qala Ikhtyaruddin are co-
funded by the US Ambassador’s Fund 
for Cultural Preservation. 
  


