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AGA KHAN TRUST FOR CULTURE  

Historic Cities Programme 

SURVEYS IN THE WAKHAN 
As part of a programme of docu-
mentation, AKTC staff surveyed 14 
sites in Badakhshan and the Wak-
han during August. Among these 
i s  t h e  r e m o t e  K a n s i r 
fort, judged by Sir Aurel Stein dur-
ing his visit in 1904 to be of Ti-
betan origin. Records from the 
Chinese Tang dynasty suggest 
that several forts were built in the 
Wakhan in the 8th century to pro-
t e c t  i m p o r t a n t  t r a d e 
routes. Situated at an altitude of 
3,700m, the massive walls of the 
Kansir fort are constructed of stone 
masonry with an outer face of mud 
bricks with horizontal layers of 
brushwood, which reduces erosion 
from wind. The measured draw-
ings that are being prepared of the 
fort and other sites will be incorpo-
rated into an update of the inven-
tory of Wakhan heritage sites pre-
pared by AKTC in 2007. The 
French Archaeological Institute 
(DAFA) has expressed an interest 
in excavating at Kansir in 2010. 

MADRASA ULYA, KABUL OLD CITY 
On 16th September, U.S. Ambassador 
Karl Eikenberry, deputy Minister of Cul-
ture Zia Afshar, director of Mosques of the 
Ministry of Haj and Waqf Sher 
Mohammad Ibrahimi, and the Chair of the 
Kabul Old City Commission Prof. Nasrul-
lah Stanekzai, participated in a ceremony 
to mark the start of conservation work on 
the Ulya Madrasa in the old city of Kabul. 
Endowed by the mother of Amir Amanul-
lah Khan, the madrasa is an example of 
how Afghan and foreign architectural and 
decorative details were used in public 
buildings of that era. The conservation of 
the war-damaged madrasa will contribute 
to the revival of a long tradition of reli-
gious education in the old city. 

BAGHBAN BASHI, KABUL 
Following its registration in 2008 
as an historic monument, develop-
ers of a huge commercial develop-
ment near Zarnegar Park dropped 
plans to demolish the Baghban 
Bashi mosque. Built in the early 
20th century, the distinctive mina-
ret of this ‘gardeners’ mosque - 
which seems to have been so 
named because the site was once 
part of the royal gardens - was a 
landmark in central Kabul. The 
campaign to save the mosque is 
an example of collaboration be-
tween AKTC and  the department 
of Historic Monuments of the Minis-
try of Information & Culture. Having 
jointly surveyed the building for the 
purposes of  registration, staff from 
the department not only succeeded 
in saving it but also persuaded the 
developers to fund its restoration 
— a process that they supervised 
and which is now nearing comple-
tion. Moreover, staff from the de-
partment also stopped the devel-
opers from cutting down mature 
mulberry trees in the courtyard, 
which were felt to obscure the view 
of a complex (right) that continues 
to rise above the Kabul skyline.  
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VISITING QALA IKHTYARUDDIN 

The US Special Envoy to Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, Richard Holbrooke, in-
spected ongoing restoration works in the 
citadel during a visit to Herat on 19th  
August. Accompanied by HE Governor 
Yusuf Nuristani, the party was briefed by 
AKTC staff on the strategy being used to 
stabilize ruined parts of the complex 
(below), and on progress being made 
with the creation in the citadel of a mu-
seum, archives and laboratory for con-
servation of archaeological finds.  

For more information about AKTC’s  
programme in Afghanistan, contact us at                   

Qala  Moeen Afzal Khan, 
Gozargah Street, District 3, Kabul 

or Qala Ikhtyaruddin, Herat.      
information@.akdn.org 

HERAT  

WORLD HERITAGE STATUS? 

At a time when illegal demolition of his-
toric property and new construction in 
the old city is accelerating, an expert 
mission will visit in early November to 
assist in the formulation of a dossier for 
the possible inclusion of Herat on the 
UNESCO Tentative World Heritage List. 
As well as assessing the importance of 
built heritage, the mission will examine 
what steps are being taken to safeguard 
the historic fabric. AKTC surveys sug-
gest that more than 80 new construction 
projects have started in the old city in 
2009 alone - despite assurances by the 
municipality that all illegal demolition and 
new building construction will be halted. 
Unless action is taken by the authorities, 
the people of Herat stand to lose an op-
portunity for their unique heritage to re-
ceive the international recognition.       

GHULAM NABI TARAKI MOSQUE 
After months of painstaking restoration 
work, the Ghulam Nabi Taraki mosque 
has been handed back to community 
representatives from the Momandha 
quarter of the old city of Herat. Dating in 
its present form from the early 20th cen-
tury, but probably built on the founda-
tions of an older structure, the simple 6-
bay domed form of the Taraki mosque is 
typical of congregational places of wor-
ship in the region. The distinctive geo-
metric pattern of glazed tile-work in the 
spandrels of the main elevation and on 
the entrance arch of the mosque was 
first noted during a survey in 2005. In 
response to a request from community 
elders, who had visited the restored 
Naqashi mosque and cistern nearby, a 
detailed survey was undertaken by 
AKTC staff of the Taraki mosque in 
2007. Repairs to the roof began in mid- 
2008, after which damaged sections of 
the external tile-work were repaired (left).  
 
 
Below: a panel of moulded fired bricks in 
a traditional geometric design, produced 
in AKTC’s workshop in Herat.  
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