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Middle-East - Lebanon is renowned for its historical monuments such as the temple of Baalbeck or the 
charming houses of the French mandate in Ashrafié just to name a few. To this day, many international star-
architects like Moneo, Holl, Bofill and Nouvel are interested in implementing projects in that part of the world. 
However most of these projects are now in dire need of renovation works and maintenance in order to 
sustain them, and maintain their role as the testimony of past civilisations and cultures that once existed on 
this land.  
 
A special care should be granted to one of the masterpieces signed by the architect Oscar Niemeyer, which 
is celebrating its centenary in 2007. The International and Permanent Fair of Tripoli, a project yet unknown to 
most young architects, is located in North Lebanon, near the Mediterranean sea. This ongoing exhibition 
covers a surface of 64.000 sqm distributed on an area of 1 million sqm. The work started in 1962 upon 
request of the government and unfortunately it was never completed and that due to the long civil war that 
torn the country apart. This exquisite project was conceived by Niemeyer as the first example of 
decentralisation from the capital Beirut, by creating an entire district of buildings whether for exhibitions, 
housing, retail, sport, entertainment and even hospitality. 
 

 



The architect created a fusion between this new structure and the old city by stitching parks and gardens 
with the existing town, hoping to make of Tripoli a modern city gathering cultural, artistic and recreational 
attractions. 
 
The buildings are in complete harmony with each other even though each one has a different purpose, 
especially since they follow the basic rules of modern architecture where simple geometrical volumes are 
bare of ornaments, but implemented with constructive and innovative technology.  
 

 
 
By standing from far, we get a perfect view of the iconic buildings, where a pyramid, a sphere, an arch and a 
disk have the same value and taste of primary monumental architecture. Their dimension and relation with 
the site give the right impulse to a city as ancient as Tripoli. 
 

 
 
Today and after 40 years of uncertainty, the project should eventually come to a completion. If in the past 
war halted the construction plan, in the present the vision of an international fair overlooking the 
Mediterranean Sea has to be achieved at all cost. It would come as the perfect link between an old and new 
Tripoli and moreover will represent a great victory against the long and destructive war. 


