
Chapter VII.

STRUCTURES WITHOUT A PERSIAN REFERENCE

Structure 36 (Plan C)

Traditional name: Panch Mahal

Rizvi and Flynn: Badgir

1853

Taylor: 121

Adjoining the palace of the Christian woman, stands the Panch-Mahal (Five

Palaces), consisting of five square platforms, resting on richly carved

pillars, and rising one above another in a pyramidal form, to a consider-

able height. Mr. Sherer supposes it to have been a sleeping place for the

servants connected with the palace.

1858

Ninturn: 307

One court contained a large stone building known as the "Panch Mahul,"

or "Five Palaces." It consists of five stories rising pyramidally one

above the other. Each story is surrounded by a row of columns, and the

whole reminded me much of the style of Akbur's tomb. Its special use is

not known.

1859

Ireland: 474

Near here is another singular building called the Panch Mahal, rising

five stories, with terraces. Of its use there are various conjectures; by

some it is supposed to have been a servants' building. The stories are

low, and the first so full of curiously sculptured old columns, it strongly

reminded me of the singular cathedral at Cordova, formerly a grand mosque.

Opposite this is a small domed veranda or portico, with Hindoo architec-

ture.

While my imagination was at work, thinking why it could have been put

there, my guide informed me Ackbar had a famous Gooru (Hindoo holy man),
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probably from policy, as his religion was worn so lightly it had slipped

off altogether, and several times he sent to Goa for priests.

Structure 38 (Plan C)

Traditional name: Maryam's House

Rizvi and Flynn: Sunahra Makan

1853

Taylor: 120-21

Commencing with the Emperor's palace, we first visited the separate

dwelling assigned to his Christian wife. This, unlike other Moslem build-

ings, is covered with paintings in fresco, evidently by Persian artists.

They are said to represent the adventures of the hero Rustum as related in

Firdusi's "Shah Nameh." Certain niches, however, over the doors and win-

dows, contain pictures of a different character, and certainly have a

religious significance. On one side are the Hindoo gods and goddesses--the

elephant-headed Ganeish, Mahadeo, and Lokshmi--and on the other two tab-

lets, almost obliterated, but still sufficiently distinct to show that one

of them is intended for the Annunciation. Akbar's latitude in religious

matters is well known, but I had not given him credit for so much tolera-

tion as this would imply. Among the ornamental designs of this palace, the

Greek Cross is not // unusual, and it is related that when the Jesuits

solicited the Emperor's protection, he replied to them: "What would you

have? See! I have more crosses on my palace than you in your churches."

1858

linturn: 306

We went with the old guide through the various courts, rooms, and

passages of the vast palace. Two pavilions were pointed out to us as the

separate residences of the Emperor's chief wives--Mariam, who is supposed

to have been a Portuguese Christian.

1859

Ireland: 474

Starting under his auspices I visited first, a small building in the

center of the Palace court or quadrangle, appropriated to Ackbar's Chris-

tian Queen, the Romy Begum. The exterior was once painted in fresco. One

side represents some Hindoo gods; the rest of the building is appropriated
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to a representation of the exploits of the Hero Rustan [sic], with the

exception of one panel, which has rather a vague picture of three figures

with wings, like an Annunciation; but, like the others, this is nearly

obliterated. If the inside ever had similar decorations, they are con-

cealed by that unscrupulous renovator--whitewash--which alike delights

Christian and infidel.

Structure 44 (Plan C)

Traditional name: Raja Birbal's House

Rizvi and Flynn: Northern Haram Sara Palace

1825

Beber: II:352

There are four buildings particularly worthy of notice, one a small but

richly-ornamented house, which is shewn as the residence of Beerbal the

Emperor's favourite minister, whom the Mussulmans accuse of having infected

him with the strange religious notions, with which, in the latter part of

his life, he sought to inoculate his subjects.

1853

Taylor: 118-19

In the palace of Rajah Beer-Bul one of Akbar's Prime Ministers, I found

Mr. Sherer, who had come out during the night in a palanquin. The palace

was an exquisite building, quite uninjured, and had been fitted up with ta-

bles, chairs, carpets, etc., for the convenience of visitors to the place.

There was a table set in a cool, vaulted hall in the second story, and Mr.

Sherer's servants were preparing breakfast in the Rajah's kitchen. We took

our seats on the massive stone terrace of the palace, to await the meal....

// I felt like an intruder in the sculptured chambers of Beer-Bul, and

should not have been much surprised, had a chobdar, with his silver mace,

made his appearance, to drive me away.

1858

Hinturn: 309-10

It was dark before we got dinner, which was served in one of the rooms

of the Prime Minister's palace, an apartment arranged by the Government for

the reception of visitors. The rooms were not large, but very lofty; the

walls were of red stone, decorated with sculptures and arched niches. The
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ceiling was a solid dome of stone. The place and occasion were rather

romantic. That we, from the opposite side of the world, members of the

latest branch of that Christian race which are hated and despised, and at

one time were nearly enslaved by the followers of Mahommed, should be din-

ing in a palace chamber of what was once the capital of one of the mighti-

est Moosulman monarchs--and that, not by the invitation of his descendants,

but by the permission and favour of a company of merchants, belonging to

that same hated race, who had appropriated all that monarch's power and

glory, and whose sway now extended over all that was once his dominions,

and over countries whither he and his descendants in vain attempted to car-

ry their arms and extend their power--here was certainly food for reflec-

tion, and a text, the com- /! ments upon which might, with good management,

be made to fill a book.

Structure 46 (Plan C)

Traditional name: Stables

Rizvi and Flynn: Handmaidens' Quarters and Tosha Khana

1845

Orlich: 11,66
We then went through a large square court, which is surrounded by a kind of

piazza, and formed the stabling for four hundred horses, and then to the

stables for the elephants: it is well known that Akbar possessed six thou-

sand of these animals--a thousand of which were accommodated here.

Structure 57 (Plan C)

Traditional name: Turkish Sultana's House

Rizvi and Flynn: Hujra-i Anup Talao

1825

Heber: 1I,352

Another is a very beautiful octagonal pavilion in the corner of the court,

which appears to have been the Zennanah, and was variously stated to us to

have been the Emperor's private study, or the bed-chamber of one of his

wives who was a daughter of the Sultan of Constantinople. It has three

large windows filled with an exquisite tracery of white marble, and all its

remaining wall is carved with trees, bunches of grapes, and the figures of

different kinds of birds and beasts, of considerable merit in their execu-
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tion, but the two last disfigured by the bigotry of Aurungzebe, who, as is

well known, sought to make amends for his own abominable cruelty and wick-

edness towards his father and brothers, by a more than usual zeal for the

traditions and observances of Islam.

1853

Taylor: 122

The palace of the Sultana of Constantinople is one mass of the most labor-

ious sculpture. There is scarcely a square inch of blank stone in the

building. But the same remark would apply to almost the whole of the pal-

ace, as well as to that of Beer-Bul.

1858

Minturn: 306-07

... and another, who was the daughter of the Room-ee-Padshah, or Emperor of

Rome, as the natives of India call the Sultan of Turkey. The apartments of

the latter and, indeed, all the others in the palace, have stone walls //

arched above, and covered with deep and elaborate carvings of foliage and

animals.

Structure 60 (Plan C)

Traditional name: Pachisi Board

Rizvi and Flynn: Pachisi Court

1835

Parks: 1,405-06
The pachisi-board gives one a glimpse of the manner in which the great

Akbar spent his time amongst his lady-loves; // the pachisi-board is in an

open court of the zenana; the squares of the board are formed of coloured

marbles, and on so large a scale, that women were used as counters. Ima-

gine the great Akbar playing at pachisi with eight cowries, and sixteen

ladies of the zenana squatting down on the squares of the board as coun-

ters! Jita rako Akbarl

The game is played with eight cowries, or with three long narrow dice,

and so named from the highest throw, which is twenty-five. The shape of

the board is a cross, covered with squares, alternately of a different

colour. The natives have them made of red and purple cloth, which can be

folded up, and easily carried about; they are passionately fond of this
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game, and play it at the Dewali. The counters are sixteen in number, in

sets of four, each set of a different colour.

1845

Orlich: 11,65

The palaces of the three wives of Akbar, a Roman, a Turkish, and a

Hindoo female, have suffered the least. The Hindoo was his favourite wife,

and was the mother of his first son. A portion of the court-yard of the

extensive harem, is paved with slabs of various coloured marbles, and is

the table or playboard as it were where the great man had the weakness to

play at a game of the natives, called Chaoophar, resembling the German game

of muhlspiel (a kind of draughts), with the women of his harem, who repre-

sented the pawns: a stone seat still indicates the spot where the emperor

used to be seated to enjoy the sight.

1853

Taylor: 121

Beyond it is a court-yard, paved with large slabs of sandstone, and con-

taining a colossal pachisi-board, such as I have described in speaking of

the Palace at Agra.

1858

Minturn: 307

Another court-yard in the portion of the palace appropriated to the

Zenana, was paved with stone of various colours so as to form a gigantic

"tric-trac" board. Here the Emperor used to play at pacheese, a native

game resembling "tric-trac," or "backgammon"--the girls of the Zenana

acting as "pieces," and going from one square to another as the "moves"

were made.

1859

Ireland:' 475

On the opposite side of the court is a large Pachesa-board laid in the

pavement, and forming a cross, with an elevated place in the centre. The

game must have been like that of school-boys with us--of "Fox and Geese."
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Structure 61 (Plan C)

Traditional name: Astrologer's Seat, Temple of Magic

Rizvi and Flynn: Treasury Kiosk

1825

Beber: 11,352

The third is a little building which, if its traditional destination be

correct, I wonder Aurungzebe allowed to stand. It consists merely of a

shrine or canopy suported by four pillars, which the Mussulman ciceroni of

the place pretend was devoted by Acbar to the performance of magical rites.

Whatever its use may have been, it is not without beauty.

1835

Parks: 1,404

There is much to visit at this place: the mosque, the numerous tombs,

and also a very curious building, in which the council of the nation was

held.

The place that most interested my imagination was the Temple of Magic,

in which Akbar used to study. How much the Emperor, who was greatly ad-

dicted to the art, must have been interested in casting the nativity of the

sons of his pilgrimage, and in the important task of selecting fortunate

names!

1858

Ninturn: 307

In the court-yard before this throne-room, there was a low stone cano-

py, on a chubootra. Here, it is said, Akbur used to practice magic rites--

but it is probable that the charge arose only from his rejection of the

Mahommedan faith, and the general liberality of his religious views.

Structure 62 (Plan C)

Traditional name: Ankh Michauli

Rizvi and Flynn: Treasury of Gold and Silver Coins

1853

Taylor: 121

In one corner of the court-yard is a labyrinthine building, of singular
design, wherein the ladies of the Emperor's zenana were accustomed to play

hide-and-seek.
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1858

Minturn: 307

Off this court there was a small stone apartment divided into various re-

cesses and alcoves. Here it is said the ladies of the Zenana used to play

"blind man's buff," and the building would be certainly admirably adapted

for the purpose, although rather too small. But our guide described to us

the real nature of the game, the principal features of which are altogether

too disgusting even to be told, in this day and country.

Structure 63 (Plan C)

Traditional name: Divan-i Khass

Rizvi and Flynn: Imperial Jewel House

1825

Heber: 11,352-53

The fourth is a singular pavilion, in the centre of which is a pillar or

stone pulpit richly carved, approached by four stone galleries from dif-

ferent sides of the // room, on which the Emperor used to sit on certain

occasions of state, while his subjects were admitted below to present their

petitions. It is a mere capriccio, with no merit except its carving, but

is remarkable as being one of the most singular buildings I have seen, and

commanding from its terraced-roof a very advantageous view of the greater

part of the city, and a wide extent of surrounding country.

1828

Major Archer: 74

In one of the apartments was a curious pulpit, exactly resembling a mush-

room, having four communications to the sides of the room, to permit a

person's walking to and fro. On this the great Acbar used to sit, while

hearing reports, or administering justice: for whenever he had it in his

power he made Futtehpore his abode. From the palace in which this room is,

a fine commanding view is obtained, taking in Agra and Bhurtpore.

1828

Captain Mundy: 1,62

The audience-chamber of Acbar was the next lion [sic], and a curiously-

contrived and most uncomfortable-looking invention it is. The room, which
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is not above twenty feet square, is of stone, with a gallery of the same

material all round it, from which four narrow bridges, without railings,

(not unlike that over which all Mussulmans are to skait--albeit unused to

the practice--into Paradise,) communicate with a kind of pulpit in the cen-

tre, where the Great Mogul was wont to squat within earshot of his sur-

rounding courtiers.

1845

Orlich: II1,65

There is something very original in the contrivance of Akbar's hall of

audience. In the middle of a spacious square apartment is a pedestal ten

feet in height, covered with very pretty ornaments, on the top of which was

affixed a marble seat for the Emperor; from this centre, narrow passages

run to the four corners of the apartment, where stood the seats of his four

ministers, with whose aid he governed his large empire. Each of them had

his respective place of egress, at which their secretaries and messengers

were in waiting for orders, to convey the commands of the sovereign to the

four cardinal points. The people stood in the place below, so that the

Emperor soared above them like an eagle.

1853

Taylor: 121-22

A little further is a sort of chapel, two stories high, and crowned with

several cupolas. On entering, however, I found that there was but one

story, extending to the dome, with a single pillar in the centre, rising to

the height of the upper windows. This pillar has an immense capital of the

richest sculpture, three times its diameter, with four stone causeways

leading to the four corners of the chapel, where there are small platforms

of the shape of a // quadrant. Tradition says that this building was used

by Akbar as a place for discussing matters of science or religion, himself

occupying the capital of the central pillar, while his chief men were seat-

ed in the four corners.

1858

Hinturn: 307

What is called the "throne-room," is one of the strangest things in the

palace. It is a circular apartment with a dome-shaped roof. From the

centre of the floor rises a stone shaft sixteen feet high, which supports a
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small platform from which six stone radii diverge to the walls of the

building. The tradition is, that Akbur used to hold his council sitting

upon the capital of this column, while his ministers sat around him, one on

each of the radii. A very original idea, and not altogether an improbable

whim in a man so eccentric as Akbur.

1859

Ireland: 474-75

Adjoining the same court is a two-story building like a small chapel,

very richly and elaborately sculptured. Around the interior of the second

story is a gallery, and from the centre of the building a massive column

rose with a heavy capital, ornamented with stalactites, as were the corners

of the room. From this column were four stone galleries, or passages con-

necting with the corners.

Here Ackbar is represented to have met his wise men to con- // suit on

politics, religion, and science.

Structure 82 (Plan B)

Traditional name: Taksal, Mint

Rizvi and Flynn: Imperial Karkhanas

1835

Parks: ,406

The taksal (the mint) is at this place; in it rupees were first coined;

unlike the circular rupees of the present day, those coined by Akbar are

square; he also coined square gold mohurs, and eight ana pieces of the same

form. The square rupee, if without a blemish, is reckoned of great value;

it is used in conjuring the truth out of thieves, who are much afraid of

it, and often confess the truth from a belief in its virtue.

If a rich native can obtain one of Akbar's rupees, or, what is better,

an akbarabadee gold mohur, he puts it away with his hoard of riches, firmly

believing that by its virtue robbers will be prevented from discovering his

gold. There is an old saying, "To get possession of the wealth without

disturbing the snake that guards it." The square rupee appears to act

chaukidar as well as the snake. An akbarabadee rupee and an eight ana

piece were procured at Sicri, and added to my museum. The mint has been

dug up in every direction by treasure-hunters.
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1859

Ireland: 475

Near this stood the Mint, a large, low building, forming a hollow

square, around which are two low arched halls, divided by massive arches,

which support the roof and low domes which form the ceiling.

Structure 100 (Plan B)

Traditional name:

Rizvi and Flynn: Hiran Minar

1633

Peter Mundy: 11,230

Under the Cittie is a Lake of 10 or 12 mile long, haveing store of

Fish. By it is a curious Munare Iminar] or Tower of a greate highte, to

bee ascended within side, haveinge on the outside peeces of white Marble

made in forme of Eliphants Teeth built into it and sticking out about three

quarters of a yard, and soe much distance betwene on[e] another, haveinge

on the Topp a fine Chowtree Ichabutra] and a Copulae, supported with pil-

lars, to bee ascended within side with stepps. It is Comonly called the

Towre of Eliphants teeth, many thinckinge them to bee reall as by the fig-

ure heere sett downe.

1845

Orlich: 11,66

Between them is a small round tower, forty feet high, from which the emper-

or viewed the combat, or killed the animals, driven together for his diver-

sion.

1853

Taylor: 123

A steep paved road, between gardens, hanging one below the other on arched

terraces, interrupted occasionally by the ruins of palaces, leads down the

hill to the Elephant's Tower, a minaret about ninety feet high, and studded

from top to bottom with the tusks of elephants. There is much discussion

concerning its character, but the most plausible supposition is that it was

erected by Akbar over the grave of a favorite elephant. It is called by

the natives the Hirun Minar (Antelope tower).
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1859

Ireland: 475

Beyond, and below is a singular-looking minar, or tower, the upper part

studded with spikes, and called the Elephant Minar--perhaps over the grave

of a favorite elephant.

Unidentifiable Structure: Anannas- Ghur

1835

Parks: 1,406
Adjoining the temple of the magician is the anannas-i-ghur, built in

the shape of a pine-apple (anannas), as the natives aver.
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