
Chapter V.

IMPERIAL AbD CIVIC STRUCTRES

Abdarkhana

General

AIN: , 57-58
His Majesty calls this source of life "the water of immortality," and

has committed the care of this department to proper persons. He does not

drink much, but pays much attention to this matter. Both at home and // on

travels he drinks Ganges water. Some trustworthy persons are stationed on

the banks of that river, who dispatch the water in sealed jars. When the

court was at the capital Agra and in Fathpur, the water came from the dis-

trict of Sorun, but now that his Majesty is in the Panjab the water is

brought from Hardwar.

1633

Peter Mundy: 11,230-31

Within the kings howse was a great Jarre made of plaister and lyme like

a Tynaja in Spaine. It might // conteyne three or fower butts, wherein was

put water of Ganges for the kings own drinckinge. For it is a Custome that

the kinges of India drincke noe other water but of that river, bee they

never soe farr off, which is brought on Cammells backs in brasse or Copper

vessells.

Anup Tala'u
983/1575-76

ST: I1,204

... for these urgent reasons he had the very cell of.Shaikh CAbd-ullah Ni-

yazi Sarhindi (who had formerly been a disciple of Shaikh Islam Chishti,

but had afterwards joined the circle of Mahdeva) repaired and built a spa-

cious hall on all four sides of it. He also finished the construction of

the tank called Anuptalao. He named that cell the CIbadat-khana....
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983/1575-76
MT: II,212

Another night Qazi YaCqub, Shaikh Abu-l-Fazl, Haji Ibrahim, and a few

other Ulama were invited to meet His Majesty at the house near the Anup-

talao tank. Shaikh Abu-l-Fazl had been selected as the opponent, and laid

before the Emperor several traditions regarding Mut ah marriages, which his

father had collected, and the discussion commenced. At this juncture the

Emperor sent for me also, and asked me what my opinion was on this subject.

983/1575

1T: 11,219

In the palace [called] Anuptalao (the door, walls, and interior of which

they had furnished with figured canopies of gold cloth, and splendid car-

pets, and golden vessels and all other kinds of furniture in abundance) he

[Akbarl gave him [Mirza Sulayman] a place by his side on the throne of Sul-

tanate, and also summoned the Prince, his son, and introduced him to him.

ca. 979-84/1571-77
TQ: 151-52

A tank (tala'u) has been placed in that court (sahn), the reservoir of

whose water breathes equality with the true dawn in purity, and in reflect-

ing images // it takes precedence over the world-displaying mirror. A

grain of sand could be counted on its bottom and the egg of a fish could be

seen in its belly.

Verse:

It is a pool like a river;
Nay, it is a river without head and foot [i.e., endless].

ca. 985/1577
MT: III,129

The ladies of his haram complained in private and the Hindu courtiers in

public, saying, "You have pampered these Mullas till their insolence has

reached such a pitch that they pay no heed to your wishes, and, merely to

display their own power and authority, put men to death without your or-

ders." They plied his Majesty with arguments to such an extent that he

could endure it no longer, and the leaven of designs which had long been

working in his mind at length fermented and overflowed. One night, at the

tank known as Anup Tala'o, he set forth the whole case, and asked certain
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time serving muttis and stirrers up of strife for a decision on the ques-

tion. One of them said, "The witnesses who have been produced prove that

he has committed an offence against the person under cover of the law."

Another said, "The strange thing is that Shaikh CAbdu-'n-Nabi should claim

to be a descendant of the greatest of the Imams (may God have mercy upon

him!) according to whose school of theology the cursing of the prophet by

unbelievers who have submitted to the rule of Islam gives no ground for any

breach of agreement by Muslims, and in no way absolves Muslims from their

obligation to safeguard infidel subjects. This question has been discur-

sively treated in theological works, and it is hard to understand how the

Shaikh can have so opposed himself to the principles of his ancestor." All

at once the Emperor's glance fell on the author of these historical selec-

tions, standing afar off, and, turning to me he summoned me to him, saying,

"Come forward." I advanced, and he put to me a question, saying, "Have you

heard that, supposing there are ninety-nine traditions awarding the punish-

ment of death for a certain offence, and one tradition in accordance with

which the accused person may be set at liberty, muftis should give the pre-

ference to that one tradition?" I said, "Yes, it is just as your Majesty

has said; but this question turns on the maxim 'Verily legal punishments

and inflictions are set aside by doubts'"; and I translated the maxim into

Persian.

986/1578

AN: 111,374-75

One of the occurrences was the commencement of the opening of the trea-

sury of the Anuptalao. Already an order had been given for filling it with

various kinds of coin. When by the labours of energetic and honest workers

it had been filled to the brim, the bounteous sovereign on 23 Mihr, Divine

month (beginning of October 1578), established his divan on the bank and

began his gifts. He commenced by supplications to the gracious and incom-

parable Deity. After that he lifted out one by one a mohar, a rupee, and a

dam. A similar amount was given to several of those who were admitted to

the presence. The writer of this noble volume also participated in this

favour. After that, crowds of men received gifts, handful by handful, and

skirt by skirt. He addressed the first set and said with a mystery reveal-

ing tongue that each one should out of loyalty regard the royal gift as an

amulet of Reason's arm, and should for the sake of the stability of the

dominion (Akbar's), and the attainment of desires, make a vow to the effect
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that he would bestow a specific portion of whatever of the world's goods he

amassed on the poor and needy, so that he might in a short time attain

eternal joy. The fortunate and auspicious regarded this speech as a Divine

message and succeeded in opening the knot of their desires. The evil and

blackhearted regarded it as fiction and broke (i.e., bent or left it in)

the thorn of failure in the foot of fortune. The inquiring heart brought a

close scrutiny to bear on men's careers and continued searching for a sign

of the wonders of miraculous aid. In a short space of time those who

hearkened to the Divine message reached the lofty position of Amirs, and

those who from somnolent fortune did not regard it did not attain such a

position. What do I say! // They then lost the position they had, and were

spiritually and materially ruined. The exposition of this wonderful cir-

cumstance is a long story. Whom shall I eulogize, and from whom shall I

strip the veil? I shall write a brief account of what happened to myself,

and this will help to make the matter comprehensible. I set myself out of

loyalty to preserve the gift, and by the blessing thereof I became a

flower-gatherer in fortune's garden. Inasmuch as good fortunes repose in

time's ambushes and seek for assistance, and as the wonder-workers of des-

tiny conduct the new travellers in the land of assiduity and application

into narrow defiles in the beginning of their career, so was I at the first

stage of the long road of social life brought into a bitter country. By

dint of a right intention and the strength of an awakened fortune, I went

on with an open brow and a determined step. By the guidance of celestial

aids I closed the tongue of desire, and confiding my ear to the pleasant

abode of content I made the threshold of the world's lord my resting-place,

and gathered bliss. The vicissitudes of Time cast no dust of instability

into that pure temple, and the narrow path of guidance became a wide plain

of joy. My fellow-travellers dispersed on account of the darkness of for-

tune's face and the difficulties of maintenance, but some of them from

fidelity and nobleness bravely footed the path along with me. They got

expansion by my expansion. One day they were empty-handed and in diffi-

culty, and endeavoured to spend that capital of fortune (the Anuptalao

gift). The reply from my nature's antechamber was, "It will not be suffi-

cient for two days, practise now whatever remedy you would employ (after

the two days), and be patient. If this (the gift) be a surety for eternal

life, refrain from folly and let not go the skirt of the vow." As fate was

propitious, they accepted the celestial counsel, and there was no stirring

of the dust in distress. In a similar manner from the ascent and descent
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of the spheres the multiform, presumptuous spirit rose up several times to

contend and was defeated. In a short space of time, by the blessing of the

holy spirit (Akbar's), Fortune's door opened, and without the labour of

search or the recommendation of man, the Shahinshahis favour raised this

obscure sitter in the dust to celestial dignity. Silver or gold had no

weight or value in thought's balance. Many great men of the age fell into

the thornbrake of envy.

986/1578-79

MT: II,272-73

In this year a certain hakim came to Fathpur, who said that he could

construct a house having all its four sides in the water. And that he

could plunge into the water and enter the house without the water's

penetrating it. With a view to this they made a tank in the court-yard of

the palace twenty gaz by twenty gaz, and three gaz deep. In this they

built a stone cell, and on the // roof of it they built a high tower, and

on all four sides of the cell they left steps. But the pretensions of the

hakim, like his medicines, proved a lie, and he fled and was seen no more.

But Hakim Ali of Gilan some seventeen years later did construct such a

pond at Lahor, and Mir Haidar a riddle-maker found "The pond of Hakim CAli"

to give the date. And that pond the Emperor filled brimful of copper

coins, which amounted to as much as 20 kror.

986/1578-79

TQ: 152

And at this time--which is the year A.H. 986 (1578-79)--that tank

(tala'u) has been emptied of water and filled with copper, silver and gold

tankas and, despite all this, neither the diver of comprehension can reach

its bottom, nor can the traveler of imagination see its bank.

Verse:

What does it matter if each of the servants obtain,
A handful of ashrafis and gold?

987/1579

TA: 11,514

At this time a reservoir which was twenty yards in length and three yards

in depth, and which had been constructed in the courtyard of the palace of

Fathpur was filled with red and white and black coins, and (the emperor)
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made a dedicatory vow that he would spend the whole of this money in re-

wards and gifts; and every day he bestowed rewards out of this money to

amirs and faqirs and Shaikhs and learned men. The money which amounted to

twenty karors of tangahs was spent in the course of three years.

1028/1619

TJ: II,68-69

On this day, going over in detail the buildings of the palace of the

late King (Akbar), I showed them to my son, Shah-Jahan. Inside of them a

large and very clear reservoir of cut stone has been constructed, and is

called the Kapur-talao (camphor tank). It is a square of 36 yards by 36,

with // a depth of 4-1/2 yards. By the order of that revered one, the

officials of the public treasury had filled it with fulus (copper coins)

and rupees. It came to 34 krors, and 48 lakhs, and 46,000 dams, and

1,679,400 rupees, or a total of 10,300,000 (one kror and three lakhs)

according to Hindustani reckoning, and 343,000 tuman according to Persian.

For a long time the thirsty-lipped ones of the desert of desire were satis-

fied from that fountain of benignity.

Bargah-i CAmm

General

AIN: 1,14

Again by the order of his Majesty a person of known integrity keeps in

the public audience hall, some gold and silver for the needy, who have

their wants relieved without delay. Moreover, a karor of dams is kept in

readiness within the palace, every thousand of which is kept in bags made

of a coarse material.

See also: Darbar, Dawlatkhana, Divankhana, Sahat, and Sahn.

Bazar

979/1571

TQ: 150

Trees were grown in the environs which had formerly been the habitat of

rabbits and jackals, and mosques (masajid), markets (bazarha), baths (ham-

amat), caravanserais (karvansaraha) and other fine buildings (biqac) were
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constructed in the city (shahr).

984/1576-77

TQ: 150-51

In the months of the year A.H. 984 (1576-77), a compulsory decree was

issued that fine shops (dakakin) of red stone, mortar, and lime should be

constructed from the royal court (darbar-i padshahi) to the gate (darvaza)

which faces towards the dar al-khilafat of Agra, and close to the court

(darbar) a market place (chahar suq) comprised of well-decorated shops

(dukkanha) was built. Three lofty arches (taq) of red stone have been

built towards the market (bazar) in such a way that the imagination is be-

wildered and the arch (taq) of the muqarnas vault (falak-i muqarnas, i.e.,

the sky) becomes jealous....

1580

Nonserrate: 31

The most noteworthy features of Fattepurum are ... fifthly, the bazaar,

which is more than half a mile long, and is filled with an astonishing

quantity of every description of merchandise, and with countless people,

who are always standing there in dense crowds.

990/1582

MT: 11,327

He had as yet had no interview with Shaikh Faizi, and had not yet assumed

that air of confidence, with which his intimacy with that minister inspired

him, when I saw him one day in the bazar, where some CIraqis took the op-

portunity of mentioning my name to him in terms of praise. Upon this he

addressed me and said: "I see the mark of a Shicah stamped on your fore-

head." I replied promptly: "Just as much as I see Sunni stamped on yoursl"

The friends, who were present, all laughed, and were pleased. I shall, if

God (He is exalted!) will, notice the close of his life in its proper

place.

1610

Finch: 149

At the entrance of the northeast gate is a goodly bazar (market place) of

stone, halfe a mile long, being a spacious, straight-paved street, with

faire buildings on either side.
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1626

Herbert: 73

The N.E. has a faire Buzzar five hundred paces long, and well paved, built

on all sides with pleasant Mansions: at one end is the Moguls house, and a

Mohol most excellently framed.

See also: Chahar Suq, Dukkan, and Nakhkhas.

Chabarkbana

ca. 979-84/1571-77

TQ: 151

On one side of the court (sahn) of that building (imarat) with arches

(taq) like the sky, they have raised a four-part house (chaharkhana), four

benches [or platforms] (chahar suffa), and an ivan-house (ivankhana) en-

tirely carved out of red stone. Their doors (abvab) and screens (shabak)

have been wrought in such a way that the keeper of the eight-doored heaven

cannot enter into a claim of equality except through the door (dar) of

shame and awe.

Chabar Suffa

ca. 979-84/1571-77

TQ: 151

On one side of the court (sahn) of that building (Cimarat) with arches

(taq) like the sky, they have raised a four-part house (chaharkhana), four

benches or platforms] (chahar suffa), and an ivan-house (ivankhana) en-

tirely carved out of red stone. Their doors (abvab) and screens (shabak)

have been wrought in such a way that the keeper of the eight-doored heaven

cannot enter into a claim of equality except through the door (dar) of

shame and awe.

General

TQ: 40-1

He [Akbar] is the place of refuge for excellence who after finishing

with the affairs of the world and matters of state on Friday evenings used

to spend the night in the Cibadatkhana, and having arranged a private as-
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sembly, used to sit in the chahar suffa (the four benches or platforms)

that tells of the purity of his auspicious mind. It was adorned with

lords, nobles, and learned men from all quarters, the Culama and the pious

of all persuasions, and he blessed and favoured each one of them with a

gift from the supply of cash and other wares.

Chahar Suq

984/1576-77

TQ: 150-51

In the months of the year A.H. 984 (1576-77), a compulsory decree was

issued that fine shops (dakakin) of red stone, mortar, and lime should be

constructed from the royal court (darbar-i padshahi) to the gate (darvaza)

which faces towards the dar al-khilafat of Agra, and close to the court

(darbar) a market place (chahar suq) comprised of well-decorated shops

(dukkanha) was built. Three lofty arches (taq) of red stone have been

built towards the market (bazar) in such a way that the imagination is be-

wildered and the arch (taq) of the muqarnas vault (falak-i Muqarnas, i.e.,

the sky) becomes jealous....

See also: Bazar, Dukkan, and Nakhkhas.

Daftarkbana

1580

Nanserrate: 208-09

The crowd of officers, secretaries and paymasters, who administer the

royal supplies, and grant safe-conducts, passes, contracts, etc., are ac-

commodated in a very large hall. This secretariat is presided over by a

chieftain of great authority and ability who signs the // royal 'farmans.'

These are eight days afterwards sealed by one of the queens, in whose keep-

ing is the royal signet-ring and also the great seal of the realm. During

this eight days' interval every document is most carefully examined by the

confidential counsellor and by the King himself, in order to prevent error

and fraud. This is done with especial care in the case of gifts and con-

cessions conferred by the royal favour....
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990/1584

MT: 11,321-22

Shaikh CAbd-un-nabi came to Fathpur, and having made use of some rude

language, the Emperor was unable to restrain his passion, and struck him in

the face. He said: "Why don't you strike with a knife?" Then with a view

to make him settle his account about the 7,000 rupees, which the Emperor

had given him when he set off for Makkah, he was handed over as prisoner to

Rajah Todar Mal, and for some time, like a defaulting tax-gatherer, they

imprisoned him in the counting-house of the office; and one night a mob

strangled him, and he went to God. And the next day, until after- // noon

prayer, the minarets resounded with nothing but this: "Verily in this man

ye have a warning ye that have eyes to see." This event took place in the

year nine hundred and ninety-two. And "A Shaikh like a prophet," was found

to give the date, in accordance with the verse:--

"Although they used to say, The Shaikh is like the Prophet,
It is not the Prophet, our Shaikh is like a Prophet."

"Heaven's nature is to throw down heads,
You must not withdraw your head from what is written.
She has never nurtured any, that she has not killed,
For she is tender in love, and stern in hatred."

993/1585

THA: 373

At the end of this year he (Bayazid Biyat) was also appointed to the super-

intendency of the royal records office (daftarkhana) and he remained in

that ministry for five years.

Dar az-Zarb

985/1577

AN: III,320-21

The Sarkar of Bihar was assigned to ShujaCat K., Mir MuCizzu-l-mulk and

other servants. The mints of the imperial dominions which had been under

the charge of caudha- // ris were divided. The directorship of this

weighty business was assigned to Khwaja CAbdu-s-samad Shirinqalm in Fath-

pur, the capital of the empire. The mint at Lahore was assigned to Mo-

zaffar K., that in Bengal to Rajah Todar Mal, that in Jaunpur to Khwaja

Shah Mansur, and that in Gujarat to Khwaja CImadu-d-din Husain, that in
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Patna to Asaf K. On the same day it was ordered that square rupees should

be coined.

993/1585

THe: 373

In the year 993 he (Bayazid Biyat) was appointed to the superintendency of

the imperial mines and also the superintendency of the mint (dar al-zarb)

at Fathpur.

Darbar

984/1576-77

TQ: 150-51

In the months of the year A.H. 984 (1576-77), a compulsory decree was

issued that fine shops (dakakin) of red stone, mortar, and lime should be

constructed from the royal court (darbar-i padshahi) to the gate (darvaza)

which faces towards the dar al-khilafat of Agra, and close to the court

(darbar) a market place (chahar suq) comprised of well-decorated shops

(dukkanha) was built. Three lofty arches (taq) of red stone have been

built towards the market (bazar) in such a way that the imagination is be-

wildered and the arch (taq) of the muqarnas vault (falk-i muqarnas, i.e.

the sky) becomes jealous....

986/1578-79

Tl: 11,263

In a word crowds of learned men from all nations, and sages of various

religions and sects came to the court, and were honored with private con-

versations. After enquiries and investigations, which were their only

business and occupation day and night, they would talk about profound

points of science, the subtleties of revelation, the curiosities of his-

tory, and the wonders of tradition, subjects of which large volumes could

give only an abstract and summary; and in accordance with the saying:--

"Three things are dangerous, Avarice satisfied: desire indulged: and a

man's being pleased with himself" everything that pleased him [Akbar], he

picked and chose from any one except a Moslem, and anything that was

against his disposition, and ran counter to his wishes he thought fit to

reject and cast aside.
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989/1581

1T: II,307

When Ma cum Khan Farankhudi had become thoroughly bewildered and for-

lorn in the mountains of Sawalik through the intervention of A zam Khan he

made confession of his fault, and received a farman of pardon. He came and

did homage at Fathpur. Some days afterwards he left the Darbar at mid-

night, and mounting a litter was setting off on his return home, when an

armed troop fell upon him outside the gates of the city, and cut him in

pieces.

990/1582

r: II,324
During those days also the public prayers, and the azan, which was

chanted five times a day for assembly to prayer in the state hall, were

abolished. Names like Ahmad, Muhammad, Muctafa &c. became offensive to His

Majesty, who thereby wished to please the infidels outside, and the prin-

cesses inside the Harem, till after some time those courtiers, who had such

names, changed them; and such names as Yar Muhammad, Muhammad Khan, were

altered to Rahmat. To call such miserable wretches by the name of our

blessed Prophet would indeed be wrong, and there was not only room for

improvement by altering their names, but it was even necessary to do so,

according to the proverb, 'It is wrong to put fine jewels on the neck of a

pig.'

General

AIE: 1,166

Whenever His Majesty holds court they beat a large drum, the sounds of

which are accompanied by Divine praise. In this manner, people of all

classes receive notice. His Majesty's sons and grandchildren, the grandees

of the Court, and all other men who have admittance, attend to make the

kornish, and remain standing in their proper places. Learned men of renown

and skilful mechanics pay their respects; the Daroghas and Bitikchis (writ-

ers) set forth their several wants; and the officers of justice give in

their reports. His Majesty, with his usual insight, gives orders, and set-

tles everything in a satisfactory manner. During the whole time, skilful

gladiators and wrestlers from all countries hold themselves in readiness,

and singers, male and female, are in waiting. Clever jugglers and funny

tumblers also are anxious to exhibit their dexterity and agility.
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Darbar-i cAm

General

AIN: ,167-68

But as some perverse and dark-minded men look upon prostration as blas-

phemous man-worship, His Majesty, from his practical wisdom, has // ordered

it to be discontinued by the ignorant, and remitted it to all ranks, for-

bidding even his private attendants from using it in the Darbar-i CAm (gen-

eral court-days). However, in the private assembly, when any of those are

in waiting, upon whom the star of good fortune shines, and they receive the

order of seating themselves, they certainly perform the prostration of gra-

titude by bowing down their foreheads to the earth, and thus participate in

the halo of good fortune.

In this manner, by forbidding the people at large to prostrate, but

allowing the Elect to do so, His Majesty fulfills the wishes of both, and

shows the world a fitting example of practical wisdom.

Darbar-i Padshahi

984/1576-77

TQ: 150-51

In the months of the year A.H. 984 (1576-77), a compulsory decree was

issued that fine shops (dakakin) of red stone, mortar, and lime should be

constructed from the royal court (darbar-i padshahi) to the gate (darvaza)

which faces towards the dar al-khilafat of Agra, and close to the court

(darbar) a market place (chahar suq) comprised of well-decorated shops

(dukkanha) was built.

See also: Bargah, Dawlatkhana, Divankhana, Sahat, and Sahn

Dawlatkhana

981/1573

TQ: 239

When His Majesty the Emperor Akbar laid the foundation of the dar al-

khilafat of Fathpur with the rays of noble judgment and the blessings of

graceful aspiration, he constructed a Jamic Masjid inside the city (shahr),

86



IMPERIAL AND CIVIC STRUCTURES

on top of the hill which is situated close to the imperial palace (dawlat-

khana) of His Majesty the King, the refuge of the world, in the months of

the year A.H. 981.

983/1575

TA: 11,478

When they arrived at the great palace, he made a place for the Mirza on the

masnad of the empire by his own side. He ordered the attendance of the

princes of high station, and introduced them to the Mirza. After the en-

joyment of much pleasure and happiness, the table servants placed various

articles of food and drink, and various sweetmeats before them.

986/1578-79

iT: II,269

On the festival of the eighth day after the Sun's entering Virgo in

this year he [Akbar] came forth to the public audience-chamber with his

forehead marked like a Hindu, and he had jewelled strings tied on his

wrists by Brahmans, by way of a blessing. The chiefs and nobles adopted

the same practice in imitation of him, and presented on that day pearls and

precious stones, suitable to their respective wealth and station. It

became the current custom also to wear the rak'hi on the wrist, which means

an amulet formed out of twisted linen rags.

1580

Letter from Fr. Nonserrate to Fr. Provincial

Correia-Afonso: 35

Our Lord willed that, with the medicines of the chief physician, Fr.

Anthony Monserrate should find himself fit enough to say Mass on Easter

day, and that evening we all went to the palace where he had never been

because of his illness, and as we arrived there, the King appeared in a

balcony from where he can be seen by everyone in the vast courtyard below.

On sighting him we doffed our birettas and bowed to him, and he responded

by nodding his head, which he does only towards the Fathers and, as soon as

he noticed Fr. Monserrate, he looked intently at him and then pretended not

to by moving a little away.

And then turning towards the people he set his eyes full of joy and

satisfaction on the Father, indicating thereby that he wanted the latter to

approach him. Accordingly the Father went near H.H. and doffing the biret-
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ta made a deep bow and, in the meanwhile, the latter placed his hand on the

former's shoulder, a thing which he almost never does to anyone but the

Fathers, and told him through the interpreter that he was very happy to see

him. The Father then explained the reasons why he was so late in present-

ing himself before H.H., that it had pained him immensely to defer the

pleasure he experienced in being in his presence, and that he had made a

special effort to do so on that particular day because, it being a great

and joyful day, he should not lack in this his greatest desire.

990/1582

AN: III,557

When the New Year was approaching, H.M. gave orders that the able work-

men of the Court should decorate the great Daulat-Khana (hall of audience)

which is surrounded by 120 stone verandahs (aiwan). The great officers and

other blissful servants applied profound thought to the adornments thereof.

Gold embroidered stuffs of great price were used, and there were varieties

of jewels.

991/1583

AN: 111,589

At this time, when Time was carrying through work, the star was guid-

ing, the glory of Divine worship was increasing daily, and justice was

being augmented, the ear was rejoiced by the sound of the New Year. Joy

showed a new face. The exalter of throne and diadem uttered the summons,

and gathered together the assemblage of supplication. Active and magician-

like men adorned the State Hall with every thing that was most excellent so

as to surprise even the acute and the critical. On Monday, 26 Safr 991, 10

March 1583, the world-lighting sun shed its rays on Aries, and the joy of

Spring began, and the fourth year of the third cycle brought the message of

eternal life. Mankind sang songs of rejoicing, and there was variety of

happiness. Great festivals went on to the day of exaltation (sharaf), and

there was a daily market of liberality.

Verse

The kingdom longed for such an adornment,
At length fortune fulfilled the kingdom's desire.

it needs an enlightened heart and an eloquent tongue, and leisure, to

tell somewhat of these feasts and so to enliven my discourse. Where have
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I--the stammering-tongued and much occupied--the power to undertake such a

task?

Verse

How is it right that in the dawn of Spring
Flies should buzz in presence of the nightingale?

991/1583

TA: 11,554-56

A NARRATIVE OF THE EVENTS OF THE 28TH YEAR OF THE ILAHI ERA

The beginning of this year was on Tuesday the 27th of the month of

Safar 991 A.R. (11th March 1583 A.D.). On the day of the Nauruz, the walls

and pillars of the halls of the public // and private palaces were dis-

tributed among the amirs, and being draped in rich fabrics, and painted

curtains, were beautifully adorned; and were decorated in such a way that

the spectators on seeing them were filled with wonder and admiration. The

courtyards of the palaces were adorned with pavilions, and awnings of fab-

rics of gold embroidery and gold tissue; and a golden throne inlaid with

emeralds and rubies was placed under them; and they became the object of

the envy of the higher paradise.

Verse;

They decorated a plain of stages nine,
The curtains of gold tissue became the sky;
They placed the throne, and the curtains hung;
They made another heaven on the earth.

These beautiful mansions remained decorated for a period of eighteen

days; and they were adorned during the nights by many coloured shades. His

Majesty went there once or twice every day and night, and enjoyed social

pleasures; and musicians of Persia and India were in attendance. Every one

of the amirs and the imperial servants was the recipient of royal favours.

The markets of the city of Fathpur and Agra were also decorated, and the

people of the surrounding places came to amuse themselves by the sight of

this great festival, the like of which they had never seen or heard of be-

fore.

One day in the week, the common people were allowed to come; and anoth-

er day the amirs, and those who were near the throne, and the great men

used to come and go. On the day of the Nauruz his Majesty sat on the im-

perial throne; and the amirs and the great men stood in lines in the order

of their rank and condition. On the day of Sharf which was the last day of

the period of the Nauruz also, there // was a similar grand assembly. All
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the amirs were exalted by imperial favours; some by the gift of horses and

robes of honour; and some by increase of stipends; and some by an increase

in the number of their retainers; and most by the grant of jagirs. There

was no one, who in these eighteen days, did not become the recipient of

some imperial favours. The amirs and the great Khans presented suitable

tributes. During each of these eighteen days, also his Majesty went to the

mansions of one of the great amirs, and enjoyed his society; and on that

day, the duties of entertainment devolved on that amir, and he presented

much tribute consisting of fabrics of Hindustan, and Khurasan and Iraq, and

pearls and rubies and emeralds and gold, and Arab horses, and elephants of

mountain-like size, and strings of camels, male and female, and load-carry-

ing and roadster dromedaries. For these Nauruz days, Shaham Khan Jalair

came from the Suba of Bengal, and Raja Bhagwan Das from Lahore and were

honoured by being allowed to kiss the threshold. It was settled that every

year during the time of the Nauruz, a Nauruz assembly should be held in the

manner which has been described.

1028/1619

AS: 1,126-27

The summit, slopes and plains of that quarry of conquest and victory were

seized by the tents (khayma and khargah) of that fortunate one (Jahangir or

Shah Jahan?) ... // ... Following the noble imperial orders, the private

and public courtyard (sahn-i khass va amm) of the imperial palace (dawlat-

khana) at Fathpur was decorated according to the annual custom.

1038/1628

PN: I, part 1,243

On the blessed day of Tuesday at the end of Rabic I in the lunar year

1038/1628 corresponding to the 6th of the [solar] month of Azar, which is a

time of pleasure and enjoyment for the court, the ceremony of the lunar

weighing for the end of the 38th year and the beginning of the 39th year of

the eternal life of His Majesty the Khaqan (Shah Jahan) was arranged in the

imperial palace (dawlatkhana) at Fathpur.

1053/1644

PN: II,353

On the 8th day [of Dhu'l-Hijja] the imperial palace (dawlatkhana) of

Fathpur was converted into an illustrious anchorage and sublime residence
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(mahall) by the most pure encampment [of Shah Jahan] ....

On the 10th [of Dhu'l-Hijja] he celebrated the prayers of CId al-azha

there in the Jamic Masjid which is one of the great monuments (athar) of

the late Emperor Akbar and equal with the sky in terms of size and eleva-

tion. After the performance of the prayers and having returned to the im-

perial palace (dawlatkhana) he fulfilled the rite of offering [by slaugh-

tering the sacrificial animal].

General

AIN: 1,14-15

Again by the order of his Majesty a person of known integrity keeps in

the public audience hall, some gold and silver for the needy, who have

their wants relieved without delay. Moreover, a karor of dams is kept in

readiness within the palace, every thousand of which is kept in bags made

of a coarse material. Such a bag is called in Hindi sahsah, // and many of

them, when put up in a heap, ganj. Besides, his Majesty entrusts to one of

the nobility a large sum of money, part of which is carried in a purse.

This is the reason, why such disbursements are called in the language of

the country kharj-i bahlah.

General

AIN: 1,165

Admittance to Court is a distinction conferred on the nation at large;

it is a pledge that the three branches of the government are properly look-

ed after, and enables subjects personally to apply for redress of their

grievances. Admittance to the ruler of the land is for the success of his

government what irrigation is for a flower-bed; it is the field, on which

the hopes of the nation ripen into fruit.

His Majesty generally receives twice in the course of twenty-four

hours, when people of all classes can satisfy their eyes and hearts with

the light of his countenance. First, after performing his morning devo-

tions, he is visible from outside the awning, to people of all ranks,

whether they be given to worldly pursuits, or to a life of solitary con-

templation, without any molestation from the mace-bearers. This mode of

showing himself is called, in the language of the country, darsan (view);

and it frequently happens that business is transacted at this time. The

second time of his being visible is in the State Hall, whither he generally

goes after the first watch of the day. But this assembly is sometimes an-
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nounced towards the close of day, or at night. He also frequently appears

at a window, which opens into the State Hall, for the transaction of busi-

ness; or he dispenses there justice calmly and serenely, or examines into

the dispensation of justice, or the merit of officers, without being influ-

enced in his judgment by any predilections or anything impure and contrary

to the will of God. Every officer of government then presents various re-

ports, or explains his several wants, and is instructed by His Majesty how

to proceed. From his knowledge of the character of the times, though in

opposition to the practice of kings of past ages, His Majesty looks upon

the smallest details as mirrors capable of reflecting a comprehensive out-

line; he does not reject that which superficial observers call unimportant,

and counting the happiness of his subjects as essential to his own, never

suffers his equanimity to be disturbed.

Dawlatkana-i CA o KhasC

991/1583

TA: II,554-55

A NARRATIVE OF THE EVENTS OF THE 28TH YEAR OF THE

ILAHI ERA

The beginning of this year was on Tuesday the 27th of the month of

Safar 991 A.H. (11th March 1583 A.D.). On the day of the Nauruz, the walls

and pillars of the halls of the public // and private palaces were dis-

tributed among the amirs, and being draped in rich fabrics, and painted

curtains, were beautifully adorned; and were decorated in such a way that

the spectators on seeing them were filled with wonder and admiration.

Davlatkhana-i ihass

990/1582

AN: 111,560

When the time of the culmination of the sun drew near, the special hall of

audience (daulat khan khas) was decorated. Wonder-working magician-like

men performed marvels and wisdom had a daily market.
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Dawlatkhana-i Khass o CAs

992/1584

AN: III,678

At this time it was represented to H.M. that Rajah Bhagwan Das Kacwaha, who

held high office, and who had lofty lineage and abilities, had a daughter

whose purity adorned her high extraction, and was endowed with beauty and

graces; and that it was the wish of her family that she should be united to

the prince. H.M. accepted their wish, and made a number of persons joyful.

Experienced persons were appointed to make the arrangements, and in a short

time the private and public hall (daulatkhana) was decorated. There were

glorious feasts and assemblies, and there was a daily market of gifts.

There were marriage presents and scattering of largesse according to the

usages of the great. On 5 Isfandarmaz (about 16 February 1584) H.M. and

the principal men of the kingdom visited the Rajah's abode, and the mar-

riage took place. On the same day the pure form was conveyed to the cham-

ber of fortune, and the bridal night of joy was celebrated.

Verse.

Hail to State and Church, for this glorious wedding
Has taken place and given form to realm and religion.
In dominion's palace they have, for the light of the Shah's

eyes (Selim),
Decked a bridal alcove like beauteous eyelashes.

My spiritually and physically elder brother S. Abu Faiz Faizi produced

an ode, each line of which gave the date of this great event.

Verse.

Hail to the pearl-scattering marriage of Sultan Selim
Which gives glory to the year of hope,
By the fostering care of the sun of Aquarius
There has come a conjunction of the moon and Venus.

991/1583

TA: II,558-59

AN ACCOUNT OF THE EVENTS OF THE 29TH YEAR

The beginning of this year was on Wednesday, the 9th Rabi'-ul- // awwal

of the year 991 A.H. When the 28th year came to an end and the 29th year

commenced, at the beginning of the auspicious year, the sovereign of august

destiny opened the doors of pleasure and attendance (on the emperor) before

the faces of the whole of the people, and issued an order, that the doors

and walls of the various buildings in the palaces, both private and public

should be adorned and decorated in the manner of the preceding year.
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Courts were arranged, and festive assemblies were held, and the days and

nights were passed in enjoyment and pleasure and festivities and music.

After this, people were forbidden to come into the palace; and their High-

nesses, the royal consorts (hazrat-i-sarapardah-i-saltanat), and the other

veiled ones of the company of the Caliphate were asked to attend, and the

hand was opened for a lavish gift of riches. One lakh of rupees in cash

and some elephants and valuable stuffs and golden and jewelled utensils

were placed before the eyes of Her Highness the great Queen-mother Mariam

Makani, by way of tribute.

See also: Bargah, Darbar, Divankhana, Sahat, and Sahn.

Divanmkana

983/1575-76

MT: 11,220

At this time [the Emperor] revived an old Chaghatai custom. For some

days, in order to exhibit it to Mirza Sulaiman, they spread royal tables in

the Audience-hall. And the officers of high grade gathered the soldiers

together, and took to themselves the trouble of arranging the customary

food. But when the mirza departed, all these [revived customs] departed

too.

984/1576-77

lT: 11,243

And during the first days of the month RabiCul-akhir, by the intervention

of Rajah Bhagvan Das, father of Rajah Man Singh, I prostrated myself in

Audience-chamber at Fathpur, and delivered the despatches of the Amirs,

together with the elephant. The Emperor asked: 'What is its name?' I

replied: 'Ram-prasad.' His Majesty replied: Since all this [success] has

been brought about through the Pir, its name henceforth shall be Pir-

prasad.

No date given

ST: 111,142

One night when the Shaikh CAbdu-'l-Qadir was at Fathpur oil of poppies was

offered to him, and he declared the use of it to be unlawful. The Emperor

was displeased with him on account of what he said on this occasion and one
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day in the hall of audience at Fathpur, after the congregational prayers

had been recited, the Shaikh busied himself with his supererogatory devo-

tions. The Emperor said, "Shaikh, perform your supererogatory devotions in

your own house." The Shaikh replied, "Sire, in this kingdom your commands

have no force." The Emperor was much displeased and said, "What an ignor-

ant fellow is this Shaikh." He then said, "Since you do not desire what my

power can give you, remain no longer in my kingdom." The Shaikh immediate-

ly left the assembly, resigned his madad-i-maCash, and ceased to prosecute

his case against his younger brother.

Divankhana-i cAm o m as8

Mo date given

fT: III,142

So long as Shaikh Musa was with the Emperor he would, at the stated

times for prayer, whether he were in the public or the private hall of

audience, himself utter the call to prayer, and would then lead the con-

gregational prayers in the presence of the Khalifah of the age, and none

could gainsay him.

Divankbana-i Ehass

982/1574-75

MT: I1,194

But from all sides there came a lot of low tradespeople, weavers and cot-

ton-cleaners, carpenters, and green-grocers, both Hindu and Musalman, and

brought borrowed horses, got them branded, and were appointed to a command,

or were made Kroris, or Ahadis, or Dakhilis to some one; and when a few

days afterwards no trace was to be found of the imaginary horse and the

visionary saddle, they had to perform their duties on foot. Many times it

happened at the musters, before the Emperor himself in his special audience

hall that they were weighed in their clothes with their hands and feet

tied, when they were found to weigh from 2-1/2 to 3 man more or less; and

after inquiry it was found that they were all hired, and that their very

clothes and saddles were borrowed articles. His Majesty then used to say,

"With my eyes thus open I must give these men pay, that they may have some-

thing to live on." After some time had passed away His Majesty divided the

Ahadis into duaspah, yakaspah, and nimaspah, in which latter case two
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troopers kept one horse together, and shared the stipulated salary, which

amounted to six rupees:--

"Lol see all this in my day, but ask no questions."

And this bazaar became much frequented, but the shop of real military-

service was deserted.

986/1578-79

MT: 11,269-70

I remember, that in the early days of these discussions I had an argument

with Shaikh Abu-l-Fazl in the privy audience-chamber at Fathpur. He said:

"It seems to me that there is a fair objection to be made to all writers

[on such subjects] on two grounds. First--Why should they not have written

as circumstantial histories // of the old prophets, as they have done in

the annals of their own Prophet (God bless him and his family, and give

them peacel)?" I answered: "The stories of the prophets are numerous

enough in all conscienceI" He said: "Nay, they are too compendious, they

ought to have been written more in detail." I answered: "In times gone by

just the amount now extant must have been thoroughly sifted by critics and

historians, and the rest not authenticated." He said: "This answer is not

satisfactory. But secondly--There is no kind of handy-craft's man, who is

not mentioned in the tazkirat-ul-auliya, and the nafahat-ul-uns &c., but

the people of the Prophet's own family what fault have they committed that

they are not mentioned therein? This is a great subject of wonder." On

this topic whatever the time allowed was said, but who will care to hear

it! Afterwards I asked: "For which of these notorious heresies have you

yourself the greatest inclination?" He said: "I wish to wander a few days

in the vale of infidelity for sport." I said: "It will not be a bad thing

if you eventually take the yoke of marriage, as they have said:-

He took upon him the yoke of the Law, by the help of God,
From off the neck of the world, Peace be to his memory!"

990/1582

iT: II,325

In Rabi -us-sani of the year nine hundred and ninety the Sayyid Mir

Fath-ullah of Shiraz, who in the regions of Theology, Mathematics, and

Physics and in all branches of science both logical and traditional, and in

talismans, and incantations, and discovering treasures, was without his

equal in that age, in obedience to a farman requiring his presence, left
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CAdil Khan of the Dak'hin, and came to Fathpur. The Khan Khanan, and Hakim

Abu-l-Fath in accordance with the Emperor's command went out to meet him,

and brought him to the imperial presence. He was honoured with the post of

Cadr, whose only duty was erasure, in order that he might confiscate the

lands of the poor, not give them. When the Emperor heard that he had been
an immediate pupil of Mir Ghiyas-ud-din Mancur of Shiraz, who had not been

over strict in religious matters, he thought that Fath-ullah would be only
too glad to enter into his religious scheme. But Fath-ullah was such a

staunch ShiCah, and at the same time such a worldly office-hunter, and such

a worshipper of mammon and of the nobility, that he would not give up a jot

of the tittles of bigoted Shi ism. Even in the State Hall he said with the

greatest composure his ShiCah prayers, a thing which no one else would have

dared to do. His Majesty, therefore, put him among the class of the big-

ots, but he connived at his practices, because he thought it desirable to

encourage a man of such attainments and practical knowledge.

991/1583

MT: II,337

In this year also in the State Hall of Fathpur having filled the 10

square cubits of the Hanafis, and the Qullatain of the Shafi is and

Shicahs, and drawn off the water, the quantity of the Hanafis was greater

than that of the others.

Divankhana-i Klbas o CAm-

991/1583

MT: 11,310

On the 15th of the month Cafar of this year the New Year came round

again, and the twenty-eighth year of the Reign commenced:-

'When the Pen of the Worker of Spring came into action,
It made the Pearl of the Equinox into a paint-palette at the

time of Aries."

And the Emperor commanded both the private and the public audience chamber

to be decorated with all sorts of precious materials. And they prepared

costly articles of various colours, and European curtains, and they made

most incomparable paintings, and erected lofty pavilions. And they decor-

ated the bazaar at Agrah and at Fathpur in a similar manner, and kept high

festival for eighteen whole days. And the Emperor sent for all sorts of
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troops of singers and musicians both Hindu and Persian, and dancers, both

men and women, by thousands of thousands; and each day he went into the pa-

vilion of one of the renowned Amirs and honoured him with his society, and

received from him a considerable present, and other proofs of hospitality.

See also: Bargah, Darbar, Dawlatkhana, Sahat, and Sahn.

Divankhana of Sbaykh CAbd an-labi

983/1575-76

T: II1,208

And when the Shaikh, in all his pride and haughtiness, took his place upon
his official seat, and influential Amirs introduced to him in his audience-

hall scientific or pious men, the Shaikh used to receive them in his infa-

mous manner, coming forward and paying respect to none. And after much

asking, begging and exaggerating he allowed, for example, a teacher of the

Hidayah and other college books, 100 Bigahs more or less; and though such a

man might have been a long time in possession of more extensive lands, the

Shaikh took them away. But to men of no renown, to low fellows, even to

Hindus, he granted lands for the first time. Thus learning and learned men

fell from day to day into lower estimation. Even in the very audience-

hall, when after midday prayers he sat down on his throne of pride, and

washed his hands and feet, he took care to spirt the water, which he had

used, on the head and face and garments of the great Amirs, and courtiers

of high degree who were near, and made no exception. And they with a view

to helping the poor suppliants bore all this, and condescended to fawn on

him, and flatter and toady him to his heart's content, so that eventually

they got back all that he had received from them:--

'When a rustic becomes a judge,
He wills such decrees, that they will kill him."

Never in the time of any Emperor had such absolute power been given into

the hand of any Cadr.
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984/1576-77

TQ: 150-51

In the months of the year A.H. 984 (1576-77), a compulsory decree was

issued that fine shops (dakakin) of red stone, mortar, and lime should be

constructed from the royal court (darbar-i padshahi) to the gate (darvaza)

which faces towards the dar-al-khilafat of Agra, and close to the court

(darbar) a market place (chahar suq) comprised of well-decorated shops

(dukkanha) was built. Three lofty arches (taq) of red stone have been

built towards the market (bazar) in such a way that the imagination is be-

wildered and the arch (taq) of the muqarnas vault (falak-i muqarnas, i.e.,

the sky) becomes jealous....

991/1583

MT: 11,331

When the twenty-eighth year from the accession was completed, the new

year's day of the twenty-ninth, corresponding to the twenty-fifth of the

month Cafar of the year nine hundred and ninety-one (991), was celebrated,

and according to the old custom, stalls in the fancy Bazar were distributed

to the different Amirs, and arranged by them, and all sorts of festivities

and amusements were the order of the day. And Shah Fath-ullah in his stall

exhibited all sorts of skill, such as the dragging about of weights, and

other strange contrivances.

992/1584

MT: 11,348-49

At this time the thirtieth year from the accession, and the Nouroz

i-Sultani, which corresponds with the Nouroz-i-jalali, arrived. On the

eighth of the month Rabi'-ul-awwal of the year nine hundred and ninety-two

(992) the entrance of the Sun into Aries took place. And the customary

fancy bazaar and festival was held, and a great concourse came together,

and new-fangled customs came into vogue, and beards were sent flying. And

bells--brazen bulls, like the calf of Samari--were played, and made a great

noise. And bilan, which are tents looking like domes, and are an invention

of the Europeans, were set up. And they sacrificed their wealth, and life,

// reputation, and religion to their friendship for the Emperor. And so

many holy souls rushed upon this trial, that they cannot be numbered. And

sets of twelve persons, by turns, and in exactly the same way, became
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disciples, and conformed to the same creed and religion. And instead of

the tree-of-discipleship he gave them a likeness; they looked on it as the

standard of loyal friendship, and the advance-guard of righteousness, and

happiness, and they put it wrapped up in a jewelled case on the top of

their turbans. And Allah Akbar was used by them in the prefaces of their

writings.

992/1584

MT: II,350

The Emperor considered his secular power as subservient to his spiritual

power, and so he considered these affairs the most important of all, and

other things as mere accessories. And in order to abolish the stall of the

glory of our religion, he ordered the stalls of the nouroz to be thrown

open from time to time for the amusement of the Begums and people of the

haram, and the wives of high and low, and on such occasions distributed

gold. And the important affairs of those who were outside the haram, and

marriage contracts and betrothals of sons and daughters were transacted in

those assemblies.

993/1585

ET: 11,352-53

And on Thursday the nineteenth of RabiC-ul-awwal of the year // nine

hundred and ninety-three, the scouts of the army of spring and the advance-

guard of the Nouroz-i-Sultani came up, and according to the writings of

Mirza Nizam-ud-din Ahmad, who has preserved all the dates in his history,

the thirtieth year from the Accession began. But the fact is the beginning

of the second cycle from the Accession started in Atak Banaras from 25th of

RabiC-ul-awwal of the year nine hundred and ninety-four, as shall be relat-

ed hereafter if God, He is exalted, will. And at the same time the origin

of the mistake on the part of the Mirza was forgetfulness of the fact that,

on account of the intercalated days, which every three years makes a dif-

ference of one lunar month, there is a difference in each cycle of a whole

year, between the solar and the lunar years. And I, as I had no almanac

with me, allowed myself necessarily to follow the Mirza, and the responsi-

bility rests on him (but God knows best!). Moreover the Mirza during these

years was in Gujrat, and not with the Imperial Camp.

To return to our story. He kept the festival in the old manner, and

held a high feast. And every day he received hospitality from every stall-
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holder among the Amirs, and suitable presents, so that even food, and

scents, and presents fit for dancing-girls, were admitted into the treas-

ury. And from a commander of 5,000 down to an Ahadi they were all obliged

to bring presents and gifts and offerings. And even this worthless atom,

who is of no account at all, except that I am called an Hazari, on account

of my being honoured with 1,000 bighahs of land, followed the example of

the old father of Joseph (peace be on him!) and brought my 40 rupees, and

they had the honour of being accepted:--

"My service is not according to my liking,
Pray give me another service:"

Dukanha-yi avruz

General

ATN: 1,286-87

THE KHUSHROZ OR DAY OF FANCY BAZARS

On the third feast-day of every month, His Majesty holds a large assem-

bly for the purpose of inquiring into the many wonderful things // found in

this world. The merchants of the age are eager to attend, and lay out ar-

ticles from all countries. The people of His Majesty's Harem come, and the

women of other men also are invited, and buying and selling is quite gen-

eral. His Majesty uses such days to select any articles which he wishes to

buy, or to fix the price of things, and thus add to his knowledge. The

secrets of the empire, the character of the people, the good and bad quali-

ties of each office and workshop, will then appear. His Majesty gives to

such days the name of Khushruz, or the joyful day, as they are a source of

much enjoyment.

After the fancy bazars for women, bazars for the men are held. Mer-

chants of all countries then sell their wares. His Majesty watches the

transactions, and such as are admitted to Court indulge in the pleasure of

buying. Bazar people, on such occasions, may lay their grievances before

His Majesty, without being prevented by the mace-bearers, and may use the

opportunity of laying out their stores, in order to explain their circum-

stances. For those who are good, the dawn of success rises, whilst wicked

bazar people are called to account.

His Majesty has appointed for this purpose a separate treasurer and an

accountant, so that the sellers may get paid without delay. The profit

made by tradesmen on such occasions is very great.
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~Dukan-i Sharab Flrushi

991/1583

ST: II,311

And in order to keep the matter within due bounds he set up a wine-shop

near the palace, under the charge of the Porter's wife who belonged by

birth to the class of wine-sellers, and appointed a fixed tariff. Persons

who wished to purchase wine, as a remedy for sickness, could do so by hav-

ing their name, and that of their father and grandfather, written down by

the clerk. Some by deceit had false names written down, and so obtained

wine--for who could accurately enquire into such a matter? And [in point

of fact] a shop for the benefit of drunkards was opened. They say, more-

over, that swine-flesh formed a component part of that wine, but God knows!

In spite of all precautions confusion and wickedness raised its head, and,

however many persons were every day punished, no practical result was ef-

fected.

See also: Bazar, Chahar Suq, and Nakhkhas

Farrasbkhana

987/1579

GI: 11,251

In 987, a great fire happened in the Furash Khana at Futtehpoor, which

consumed many tents lined with velvet and brocade of great value.

987/1579

TQ: 246

In the beginning of Rabic II in the year A.H. 987 (1579) a large fire

broke out in the private storehouse (farrashkhana) at the dar al-khilafat

of Fathpur Sikri. Approximately one crore (500,000 or 10,000,000) pieces

of awnings (shamiyana), tents (khargah and khayma) and screens (saraparda)

made from gold cloth, European velvet, woolen cloth, Damask silk, satin and

brocade, brocaded carpets, and European velvet, gold cloth and embroidery

of an amount beyond description were all burnt and lost. Due to the dig-

nity of the power of the one of lofty nest (Akbar). and the unbounded bene-

fits of his generosity, the dust of anger never reached the noble and most
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holy mind of His Majesty and he never asked again for any of these burnt

articles.

987/1579-80

MT: II,297

And Maccum Khan Farankhudi, who was in a discontented state of mind

went to Jounpur without the permission of the Amirs, and broke out into

rebellion. The Emperor sent Peshrou Khan, known as Mihtar SaCadat, the

head of the chamberlain department (daroghah-i-farashkhanah), with a farman

to appease him, and the government of Jounpur was given to Tarsun Khan, and

that of Oudh to Ma cum Khan Farankhudi. He uttering some wild speeches

like a crazy man, and considering Oudh an out-of-the-way corner of the Em-

pire, went there and began to prepare for war.

991/1583

MT: 11,332

Mosques and prayer-rooms were changed into store-rooms and into Hindu

guard-rooms.

General

AIR: 1,55-57

THE FARRASH KHANA

His Majesty considers this department as an excellent dwelling-place, a

shelter from heat and cold, a protector against the rain, as the ornament

of royalty. He looks upon its efficiency as one of the insignia of a rul-

er, and therefore considers the care bestowed upon it as a part of Divine

worship. The department has been much improved, both in the quality and

the quantity of the stores, and also by the introduction of new fashions.

I shall mention a few particulars as specimens for future enquirers.

1. The Bargah, when large, is able to contain more than ten thousand //

people. It takes a thousand farrashes, a week to erect with the help of

machines. There are generally two door poles, fastened with hinges. If

plain (i.e., without brocade, velvet, or gold ornaments) a bargah costs

10,000 rupees and upwards, whilst the price of one full of ornaments is

unlimited. The price of others may be estimated from the price of a plain

one. 2. The Chubin rawati is raised on ten pillars. They go a little

into the ground, and are of equal height, with the exception of two, which

are a little higher, as the crossbeam rests upon them. The pillars have,
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above and below, a dasa, to keep them firm, and several rafters pass over

the dasas and the crossbeam, the whole being kept tightly together by

clamps and bolts and nuts. The walls and the roof consist of mats. There

is one door or two; and at the height of the lower dasas there is a raised

platform. The inside is ornamented with brocade and velvet, and the out-

side with scarlet-sackcloth, tied to the walls with silk tape. 3. The

Do-ashiyana manzil, or house of two storeys, is raised upon eighteen pil-

lars, six yards in height, which support a wooden platform; and into this,

pillars of four cubits in length are fixed with bolt and nuts, forming an

upper storey. The inside and outside are ornamented, as in the preceding.

On the march it is used by his Majesty as a sleeping apartment, and also as

a place of divine worship, where he prays to the Sun; and hence the build-

ing resembles a man who strives after God without forgetting his worldly

duties, whose one eye is directed to the solitude of pure devotion, and the

other eye to the motley sara of the world. After the devotions are over,

the women are allowed to enter to pay their compliments, and after them,

outsiders. On journeys his Majesty inspects in this building the rations

(of the elephants, camels, etc.), which is called jharoka, or window.

4. The Zamindoz is a tent made of various forms, sometimes with one, some-

times with two door poles; screens are also hung up within it, so as to

form divisions. 5. The Aja Cibi consists of nine awnings on four pillars.

Five of the awnings are square, and four tapering; sometimes they make it

so as to contain one division only, supported by a single pole. 6. The

Mandal is composed of five awnings joined together, and is supported by

four poles. Four of the awnings are let down so as to form a private room;

sometimes all four are drawn up, or one side only is left open. 7. The

Ath-khamba consists of seventeen awnings, sometimes // separate, sometimes

joined together; they are supported by eight poles. 8. The Khargah is a

folding tent made in various ways; some with one, others with two doors.

9. The Shamyana-awning is made of various sizes, but never more than of

twelve yards square. 10. The Qalandari has been described. 11. The Sa-

raparda was made in former times of coarse canvas, but his Majesty has now

caused it to be made of carpeting, and thereby improved its appearance and

usefulness. 12. The Gulabar is a wooden screen, its parts being fastened

together, like the walls of the Khargah, with leather straps, so that it

can be folded together when the camp breaks up. The gulabar is covered

with red cloth, tied with tape.
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Bama

979/1571

TQ: 150

Trees were grown in the environs which had formerly been the habitat of

rabbits and jackals, and mosques (masajid), markets (bazarha), baths

(hamamat), caravanserais (karvan saraha) and other fine buildings (biqac)

were constructed in the city (shahr).

Haran

986/1578-79

NT: 11,269

From early youth, in compliment to his wives, the daughters of Rajahs

of Hind, he had within the female apartments continued to offer the hom,

which is a ceremony derived from sun-worship; but on the New-year of the

25th year after his accession he prostrated himself both before the sun,

and before the fire in public, and in the evening the whole Court had to

rise up respectfully when the lamps and candles were lighted.

1580

Nonserrate: 202

Hence Zelandinus has more than 300 wives, dwelling in separate suites of

rooms in a very large palace. Yet when the priests were at the court he

had only three sons and two daughters. His sons' names are as follows:--

the eldest is Xecus, called after the Xecus by whose advice, as has been

mentioned, the King built Sequiris; for this boy was the first born after

the change of capital, and thus survived infancy. The second son is Pa-

haris, and the third Danus or Danialus.

990/1582

NT: 11,314-15

And in contempt of Islam ceasing to consider swine and dogs as unclean,

he [Akbar] kept them in the haram and under the fort, and regarded the

going to look at them every morning as a religious service. And the Hindus

who are believers in Transmigration, persuaded him, that the boar is one of

the ten forms, which the Divinity (praise to Him, glorious is his Majestyl)

assumed in coming down:--
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"His glory is more exalted than they say.

And he quoted the saying of some of the sages, that a dog has ten virtues,

and that if a man were possessed of but one of them he would be a saint in

support of this. And some of the courtiers who were // most entertaining

in all sorts of music, and in the realm of poetry became a very proverb,

used to take dogs to their table and eat with them. And some heretic

poets, of CIraq and Hind, so far from objecting to this, followed their

example, and even made a boast of it and vied with them, taking the dog's

tongues into their mouths:--

"Say to the Mir, under thy skin thou hast a dog, as well as a
carcase.

A dog runs about in front of his door, make him not thy
messmate."

1610

du Jarric: 30

But, in the eyes of many, that which constituted the greatest hindrance

to his [Akbar's] conversion to our faith was the multitude of wives which

the Mahometan law permitted him to keep. There were in his seraglio as

many as a hundred women; and it was doubtful if he would ever be willing to

renounce all of these but one, and to live with that one in lawful wedlock,

as the Christian law demands.

See also: Sara Parda'i CIsmat and Shabistan

Hatyapul

983/1575

fIT: II,219

After they had finished their repast he granted his request for assistance,

and promised him aid with such money and troops, as might enable him to re-

duce Badakhshan, and had apartments prepared for the Mirza in the tower of

the Hatyapul [Elephant Gate], where was the Naqarah-khanah.

1580

Monserrate: 31

The most striking of these is the Circus gate, through which the King fre-

quently descends to the Circus. For there stand in front of this gateway,
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which they seem to guard, two statues of elephants, with uplifted trunks,

and of life-size. These statues are so majestic and so true to life, that

one might judge them to be the work of Phidias.

1835

Parks: 1,407

There is a remarkable entrance called the Elephant Gate, below which is

the Elephant Minar, to which we walked by moonlight; on the top of this

minar Akbar used to sit; game, of all descriptions, was driven towards it

from the surrounding country, which the Emperor from that spot could shoot

at his ease. "When death approaches the game, it goes towards the sports-

man." This tower is studded with elephants' tusks, carved in white stone.

1845

Orlich: 11,66

At the north-eastern issue from this former city of palaces there are co-

lossal gates, surrounded with large, round bulwarks, and beyond them are

the court-yards for the combats of wild beasts.

1853

Taylor: 123

On the north side of Beer-Bul's palace, a little further down the hill,

is the famous Elephant Gate. Akbar at one time intended to make a fortress

of the place, and commenced by building this gate, which is a very noble

structure, flanked by two octagonal bastions: but Shekh Selim-Chishti, in

whose sanctity the Emperor had great faith, threatened to leave, in case

the plan was carried out, and the fortress was therefore relinquished. On

each side of the gate is a colossal elephant, on a lofty pedestal, but both

the animals have lost their trunks, and are otherwise mutilated.

1859

Ireland: 475

Near here is the Elephant Gate, so I termed from two 'colossal elephants on

the exterior, made of stone.

This entrance is flanked by two octagonal towers.

See also: Naqqarakhana and Private Residences (Sulayman, Mirza)
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CIbadatkhana

General

TQ: 40-1

He [Akbar] is the place of refuge for excellence who after finishing

with the affairs of the world and matters of state on Friday evenings used

to spend the night in the Cibadatkhana, and having arranged a private as-

sembly, used to sit in the chahar suffa (the four benches or platforms)

that tells of the purity of his auspicious mind. It was adorned with

lords, nobles, learned men from all quarters, the Culama and the pious of

all persuasions, and he blessed and favoured each one of them with a gift

from the supply of cash and other wares. Lectures on religious tenets of

the shari a and intellectual rules were ordered. In the subtleties of that

situation most of the famous questions were summoned for discussion. Ac-

counts of narrations and tales, and signs of stories and traditions // were

written down on the tablet of his comprehensive mind and having become

eternally familiar with the men of science and wisdom he used to greatly

honor and revere the wise.

982/1575

AN: II1,157-58

At this time when the capital (Fathpur-Sikri) was illuminated by his

glorious advent, H.M. ordered that a house of worship (ibadatkhanah) should

be built in order to the adornment of the spiritual kingdom, and that it

should have four verandahs (aiwan). // Though the Divine bounty always has

an open door and searches for the fit person, and the inquirer, yet as the

lord of the universe, from his general benevolence, conducts his measures

according to the rules of the superficial, he chose the eve of Friday,

which bears on its face the colouring (ghaza) of the announcement of auspi-

ciousness for the out-pouring (ifazat). A general proclamation was issued

that on that night of illumination, all orders and sects of mankind--those

who searched after spiritual and physical truth, and those of the common

public who sought for an awakening, and the inquirers of every sect--should

assemble in the precincts of the holy edifice, and bring forward their

spiritual experiences, and their degrees of knowledge of the truth in var-

ious and contradictory forms in the bridal chamber of manifestation.
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982/1575

AN: 111,158-59

Wisdom and deeds would be tested, and the essence of manhood would be

exhibited. Those who were founded on truth entered the hall of acceptance,

while those who were only veneered with gold went hastily to the pit of

base metal. There was a feast of theology and worship. The vogue of crea-

ture-worship was reduced. The dust-stained ones of the pit of contempt

became adorners of dominion, and the smooth-tongued, empty-headed rhetori-

cians lost their rank. To the delightful precincts of that mansion founded

upon Truth, thousands upon thousands of inquirers from the seven climes

came with heartfelt respect and waited for the advent of the Shahinshah.

The world's lord would, with open brow, a cheerful countenance, a capacious

heart, and an understanding soul pour the limpid waters of graciousness on

those thirsty-lipped ones of expectation's desert, and act as a refiner.

He put them into currency, sect by sect, and tested them, company by com-

pany. He got hold of every one of the miserable and dust-stained ones, and

made them successful in their desires,--to say nothing of the be-cloaked

and the be-turbaned. From that general assemblage H.M. selected by his

far-reaching eye a chosen // band from each class, and established a feast

of truth. Occasionally he, in order to instruct the courtiers, sent per-

spicuous servants who could discriminate among men, and these reflective

and keen-sighted men brought every description of person to perform the

kornish. Then that cambist and tester of worth examined them anew and in-

vited some of them. There were always four noble sections in that spirit-

ual and temporal assemblage. In the eastern chamber of worship (CIbadat-

kada) were the great leaders and high officers who were conspicuous in the

courts of society, for enlightenment. In the southern compartment the

keen-sighted investigators, both those who gathered the light of day (i.e.,

the Illuminati) and those who chose the repose of the night-halls of con-

templation, sate [sic] in the school of instruction. In the western

compartment those of lofty lineage practised auspicious arts. In the

northern compartment were the Sufis of clear heart who were absorbed in

beatific visions. A few of felicitous and wide comprehensiveness, which

they had attained to by the bliss of H.M.'s holy instructions--lighted the

torch of knowledge in all four compartments. Lofty points and subtle words

passed from the holy lips, and physical and Divine truths trickled from

that soothsayer of the court of variety, so that the leaders of the arena

of manifestation, and the swift coursers on the mountains of contemplation

109



IMPERIAL AND CIVIC STRUCTURES

burned with shame. It is of this condition that Zahir sings.

982/1575

MT: II,200

After the Emperor's return from his journey to Ajmir in the month Zi-

ul-qaCdah of the year nine hundred and eighty-two (982) the building of the

CIbadat-khana, consisting of four halls, near the new palace in Fathpur,

took place. An account of the details thereof, since it would not be de-

void of prolixity, will, if the glorious God will permit be written on a

suitable occasion.

982/1575

TA: II,470-71

As from the beginning of the time of his adolescence, which was the

commencement of the glad tidings of grandeur and greatness, His Majesty the

Khalifa-i-Ilahi had by the guidance and direction of good fortune, a great

desire for the society of men of high attainments and perfection, and the

company of persons of contemplation of and immersion in Divine goodness,

and always held these persons of precious existence, high in his affection

and esteem, and used to ask them to attend his court which was like para-

dise and his assemblies which were like the high heaven; and had acquired

much Divine knowledge by listening to the subtleties of the sciences and

knowledge of ancient and modern times, and the histories of ancient times

and of old religions, and of the happenings in the various sections of the

world; and from the great desire which he had for the society of such peo-

ple; at the time of his return from the beneficent journey to Ajmir, in the

sacred month of Zi-l-qa'da in the year 982 A.H., corresponding with the

20th year of the Ilahi era, a noble order was issued that skilled archi-

tects, and expert builders should lay the foundation, by the side of the

noble palace, of a building of the manner affected by the Sufis, and of a

pure abode (nashiman) into which none but Saiyyads of high standing and

learned men and Shaikhs should have access. The quick and active builders,

in accordance with that world-obeyed order, completed the building consist-

ing of four corridors within the appointed time. After the completion of

that auspicious place, His Majesty the // Khaqan, who had the sky as a

slave, passed his auspicious hours on Fridays and other holy and auspicious

nights, keeping awake all night till the rising of the great luminary (the

Sun), in that abode of holiness and of loving companionship in the company
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of pious men. It was ordained that Saiyyads should sit in the western cor-

ridor; and Shaikhs and men of learning and wisdom and pious men without

confusion or intermixture in the southern. A number of the amirs, and the

attendants of the threshold, who were connected with the men of wisdom and

of ecstatic devotion sat in the eastern corridor. His Highness the Khaqan

used to illuminate all the four assemblies with his honour-conferring

steps; and conferred gifts to those who were present there from the stores

of his benefactions. He used to select a number of those who were present,

and directed them that they should bring before his noble eyes such of the

deserving men as should have collected in the sacred precincts of the CIba-

dat Khana, and he gave each of them with his own hand, lavish like the sea,

handfuls of gold and silver coins, (asharfi wa rupia). All those who,

through their ill-luck, could not partake of the benefactions of His Majes-

ty the Emperor, in the course of the night were made to sit down on the

Friday morning, in lines, in front of the CIbadat Khana, and he gave them

with his own auspicious hands, handfuls of rupees and gold mohurs; and on

many occasions these proceedings went on till midday of Friday.

983/1575-76
MT: II,203

In the year nine hundred and eighty-three (983) the buildings of the

CIbadat khanah were completed. The cause was this. For many years pre-

viously the Emperor had gained in succession remarkable and decisive vic-

tories. The empire had grown in extent from day to day; everything turned

out well, and no opponent was left in the whole world. His Majesty had

thus leisure to come into nearer contact with ascetics and the disciples of

his reverence [the late] Muin, and passed much of his time in discussing

the Word of God and the word of the Prophet. Questions of Cufi-ism, sci-

entific discussions, enquiries into Philosophy and Law, were the order of

the day. His Majesty spent whole nights in praising God; he continually

occupied himself in pronouncing Ya huwa, and Ya hadi, in which he was well-

versed. His heart was full of reverence for Him, who is the true Giver,

and from a feeling of thankfulness for his past successes he would sit many

a morning alone in prayer and meditation on a large flat stone of an old

building which lay near the palace in a lonely spot, with his head bent

over his chest, gathering the bliss of the early hours of dawn. When then

he heard that Sulaiman Kararani, governor of Bengal, used every night to

offer up the prayers in the company of some 150 persons consisting of re-
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nowned Shaikhs and Ulama, and used to remain in their society till morning

listening to commentaries and exhortations, and then, after offering up the

morning prayers, would occupy himself in State-business, and the affairs of

the army, and of his subjects....

983/1575-76

NT: II,204

... and when also news arrived from Badakhshan of the coming of Mirza Su-

laiman, who was a prince of Cufi tendencies, and had become a Cahib-i-hal,

and a Murid: for these urgent reasons he had the very cell of Shaikh CAbd-

ullah Niyazi Sarhindi (who had formerly been a disciple of Shaikh Islam

Chishti, but had afterwards joined the circle of Mahdeva) repaired, and

built a spacious hall on all four sides of it. He also finished the con-

struction of the tank called Anuptalao. He named that cell the CIbadat-

khanah, which became by degrees CIyadat-khanah, and Mulla Sheri composed a

qacidah on the subject, of which the following is a verse:--

"In these days I have seen, united with the wealth of Qarun,
The ritual of Pharun, and the buildings of Shaddad."

On Fridays after prayers he would go from the new chapel of the Shaikh-ul-

Islam, and hold a meeting in this building. Shaikhs, Ulama, and pious men,

and a few of his own companions and attendants were the only people who

were invited. Discussions were carried on upon all kinds of instructive

and useful topics.

983/1575-76

MT: 1I,204-05

One day Jalal Khan Qurchi, who was my patron, and the means of introducing

me to Court, in the course of conversation and disputation made the fol-

lowing statement to the Emperor: "When I went to Agrah to see Shaikh Ziya-

ullah, son of Shaikh Muhammad Ghous, I found that poverty had taken such a

hold on his household, that one day at a meeting he asked for some sers of

pulse. Part of it he used for his own food, part he gave to me, and the

other part he sent to his household." The Emperor was much impressed on

hearing this, and sent for Shaikh Ziya-ullah with a view to showing him

kindness. He assembled a party in his honour at the CIbadat-khanah, and

every Thursday evening he invited Sayyids, Shaikhs, Ulama, and Amirs. But

ill-feeling arose in the company // about the seats and order of prece-

dence, so His Majesty ordered that the Amirs should sit on the east side,
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the Sayyids on the west, the Ulama on the south, and the Shaikhs on the

north. His Majesty would go from time to time to these various parties,

and converse with them, and discuss philosophical subjects. Quantities of

perfume were used, and large sums of money were distributed as rewards of

merit and ability among the worthy people who obtained an entry through the

favour of the Emperor's courtiers. Many fine books which had belonged to

Itamad Khan Gujrati, and had been acquired in the conquest of Gujrat, were

placed in the imperial library, but were subsequently brought out, and dis-

tributed by the Emperor among learned and pious men. Among the rest he

gave me a book called Anwar-ul-mashkut, in amplification of one section of

the Mashkut-ul-anwar: and, which was a very good thing, he gave to the

Amirs by way of pay some things which they called Irmas, i.e., "destruction

of enemies." All at once one night the vein of the neck of the Ulama of

the age swelled up, and a horrid noise and confusion ensued. His Majesty

got very angry at their rude behaviour, and said to me, "In future report

any of the Ulama who talk nonsense and cannot behave themselves, and I

shall make him leave the hall." I said gently to Acaf Khan, "If I carried

out this order, most of the Ulama would have to leave," when His Majesty

suddenly asked what I had said. On hearing my answer he was highly

pleased, and mentioned my remark to those sitting near him.

983/1575-76

T:' II,215
And in this year the Emperor sent for Shaikh Badr-ud-din to come to the

CIbadat-khanah. He was the son of Shaikh Islam Chishti. He was much given

to prayer, and having given up all attendance on princes, had become his

father's successor, and had found favor with God, and become a recluse, and

occupied himself only in fasting, zeal, repeating God's name, exercising

poverty, and reading the Qur'an. Since the old customs of respect in sit-

ting, rising, and speaking were no longer observed by him, he committed

many breaches of etiquette, and other misfortunes coming in succession,

after three or four years, without saying anything to any one, he left the

Court in sheer disappointment and despair, and went to Ajmir, and thence to

Gujrat, where he took ship alone to make a pilgrimage to Makkah.
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983/1575-76

LT: 11,219-20

Of an evening he [Akbar] used often to go -to the ibadat-khanah, and hold

converse with the Shaikhs and sages and cultivate ecstacy, and sometimes

loud shouts were heard proceeding from him: and prayer with the congrega-

tion was never neglected by him. One day, after leading in all the, other

prayers, I considered that I had said sufficient prayers when the Mirza

objected to me that I had not recited the Fatihah. // I said: "In the time

of the Prophet (God bless him, and give him peacel) the reciting of the

Fatihah after the prayers was not customary; and some of the traditions

have pronounced it to be of questionable authority." e said: "Do you mean

to say then that those who read it are not in the region of knowledge, nor

wise men?" I replied: "We have to do with the Written Law, not with [pos-

sible] forgeries." The Emperor after this commanded that I should recite

it. I complied, although I showed him the Tradition which pronounced it as

questionable.

983/1576

TA: 11,481

On many occasions, he [Akbar] summoned the Mirza on Friday nights to the

assemblies of the learned men and Shaikhs in the CIbadat-Khana (the house

of worship).

986/1578

AN: II1,364-72

At this time, when the centre of the Caliphate (Fathpur-Sikri) // was

glorified by H.M.'s advent, the former institutions were renewed and the

temple of Divine knowledge was on Thursday nights illuminated by the light

of the holy mind. On 20 Mihr, Divine month, 3 October 1578, and in that

house of worship, the lamp of the privy chamber of detachment was kindled

in the banqueting-hall of social life. The coin of the givers of wisdom in

colleges and cells was brought to the test. The clear wine was separated

from the lees, and good coin from the adulterated. The wide capacity and

the toleration of the Shadow of God were unveiled. Sufi, philosopher, ora-

tor, jurist, Sunni, Shia, Brahman, Jati, Siura, Carbak, Nazarene, Jew, Sabi

(Sabian), Zoroastrian, and others enjoyed exquisite pleasure by beholding

the calmness of the assembly, the sitting of the world-lord in the lofty

pulpit (mimbar), and the adornment of the pleasant abode of impartiality.
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The treasures of secrets were opened out without fear of hostile seekers

after battle. The just and truth-perceiving ones of each sect emerged from

haughtiness and conceit, and began their search anew. They displayed pro-

fundity and meditation, and gathered eternal bliss on the divan of great-

ness. The conceited and quarrelsome from evilness of disposition and

shortness of thought descended into the mire of presumption and sought

their profit in loss. Being guided by ignorant companions, and from the

predominance of a somnolent fortune, they went into disgrace. The confer-

ences were excellently arranged by the acuteness and keen quest of truth of

the world's Khedive. Every time, eye and heart gained fresh lustre, and

the lamp of vigils acquired new glory. The candle of investigation was //

lighted for those who loved darkness and sequacity. The families of the

colleges and monasteries were tested. The handle of wealth and the materi-

al of sufficiency came into the grasp of the needy occupants of the summit

of expectation. The fame of this faith-adorning method of world-bestowing

made home bitter to inquirers and caused them to love exile. The Shahin-

shah's court became the home of the inquirers of the seven climes, and the

assemblage of the wise of every religion and sect. The veneer and the

counterfeitness of all those who by feline tricks and stratagems had come

forth in the garb of wisdom were revealed. A few irreverent and crafty

spirits continued their old tactics after the appearance of Truth and its

concomitant convictions, and indulged in brawling. Their idea was that as

in the great assemblies of former rulers the purpose of science and the

designs of wisdom had been but little explored owing to the crowd of men,

the inattention of the governor of the feast, the briskness of the market

of praters, etc., so perhaps in this august assemblage they might succeed

by the length of their tongues, and a veil might be hung over the occiput

(farari) of truth. The Khedive of wisdom by the glory of his mind carried

out the work to a conclusion deliberately and impartially, and in this

praiseworthy fashion, which is seldom found in the saints of asceticism,

--how then is it to be found in world-rulers?--tested the various coins of

mortals. Many men became stained with shame and chose loss of fame, while

some acquired wisdom and emerged from the hollow of obscurity to eminence.

Reason was exalted, and the star of fortune shone for the acquirers of

knowledge. The bigoted CUlama and the routine-lawyers, who reckoned them-

selves among the chiefs of philosophies and leaders of enlightenment, found

their position difficult. The veil was removed from the face of many of

them. The house of the evil-thinking coiners became the abode of a thou-
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sand suspicions and slanders. Though the wicked and crooked-minded and

disaffected were always speaking foolishly about the pious Khedive, yet at

this time they had a new foundation for their calumnies, and descended into

the pit of eternal ruin. Inasmuch as the warmth of the Shahinshah's gra-

ciousness increases daily, and he was aware of the ignorance of those tur-

bulent ones, he did not proceed against them with physical and spiritual

vigour and with external and internal majesty. Rather, he re- // strained

his heart and tongue from uttering his disgust, and did not allow the dust

of chagrin to settle on the skirt of his soul. In a short space of time

many of these fortunately fell into fatal evils and suffered losses and

died, while some who were of a good sort became ashamed, and took up the

work (of study) anew. From a long time it was the custom that the dull and

superficial regarded the heartfelt words of holy souls as foolishness.

They recognized wisdom nowhere but in the schools, and did not know that

acquired knowledge is for the most part stained with doubts and suspicions.

Insight is that which without schooling illuminates the pure temple of the

heart. The inner soul receives rays from holy heaven. From eternity, the

ocean of Divine bounties has been in motion, and the cup of those who are

worthy of the world of creation is filled to the brim therefrom. Always

have the magnates of Use and Wont in spite of their great knowledge sought

the explanation of wisdom and ethics (Cilm u Camal) from this company of

the pure in heart, and have waited in the antechamber of the simple and

beautiful of soul, and have gathered bliss therefrom. Accordingly histor-

ies tell of this, and it transpires in biographies (?). God be praised for

that at this day the Lord of Lords of inspired (laduni) wisdom is repre-

sented by the Holy Personality of the Shahinshah. The difficulties of sect

upon sect of mankind are made easy by the flashings of his sacred soul.

The attainment of enlightenment is not the first robe of honour which the

eternal needle sews. He who knows the secrets of the past, and the reader

of ancient stories, is well aware of this. Still more is it known to the

awakened, the truth-choosing and the acutel May the Almighty God ever keep

verdant and watered this tree which is rich in spiritual and material

fruitl

Verse.

Lord, so long as the world hath glory and colour,
Heavens, motion, the earth, stability; //

One night, the assembly in the CIbadatkhana was increasing the light of

truth. Padre Radif, one of the Nazarene sages, who was singular for his
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understanding and ability, was making points in that feast of intelligence.

Some of the untruthful bigots came forward in a blundering way to answer

him. Owing to the calmness of the august assembly, and the increasing

light of justice, it // became clear that each of these was weaving a cir-

cle of old acquisitions, and was not following the highway of proof, and

that the explanation of the riddle of truth was not present to their

thoughts. The veil was nearly being stripped, once for all, from their

procedure. They were ashamed, and abandoned such discourse, and applied

themselves to perverting the words of the Gospels. But they could not

silence their antagonist by such arguments. The Padre quietly and with an

air of conviction said, "Alas, that such things should be thought to be

true! In fact, if this faction have such an opinion of our Book, and re-

gard the Furqan (the Qoran) as the pure word of God, it is proper that a

heaped fire be lighted. We shall take the Gospels in our hands, and the

CUlama of that faith shall take their book, and then let us enter that

testing-place of truth. The escape of any one will be a sign of his truth-

fulness." The liverless and black-hearted fellows wavered, and in reply to

the challenge had recourse to bigotry and wrangling. This cowardice and

effrontery displeased his (Akbar's) equitable soul, and the banquet of en-

lightenment was made resplendent by acute observations. Continually, in

those day-like nights, glorious subtleties and profound words dropped from

his pearl-filled mouth. Among them was this: "Most persons, from intimacy

with those who adorn their outside, but are inwardly bad, think that out-

ward semblance, and the letter of Muhammadanism, profit without internal

conviction. Hence we by fear and force compelled many believers in the

Brahman (i.e. Hindu) religion to adopt the faith of our ancestors. Now

that the light of truth has taken possession of our soul, it has become

clear that in this distressful place of contrarities (the world), where

darkness of comprehension and conceit are heaped up, fold upon fold, a

single step cannot be taken without the torch of proof, and that that creed

is profitable which is // adopted with the approval of wisdom. To repeat

the creed, to remove a piece of skin (i.e. to become circumcised) and to

place the end of one's bones on the ground (i.e. the head in adoration)

from dread of the Sultan, is not seeking after God."

Verse.

Obedience is not the placing of your forehead in the dust.
Produce truth, for sincerity is not situated in the forehead.
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The first step in this perilous desert is with a high courage, and an

exalted determination to rise up and do battle with the protean and pre-

sumptuous carnal soul, and by rigorous self-examination to make Anger and

Lust the subjects of Sultan Reason, and to erase from the heart the marks

of censurable sentiments. Mayhap the Sun of Proof will emerge from behind

the veil of Error and make one a truth-worshipper, and afterward he may by

secret attraction draw to himself one of the inquirers after the Path.

Such load-stones [sic] are produced from the mine of asceticism (riyazat).

Or it may be that by virtue of talisman and the might of fascination he may

bring him into his circle. Should the latter go astray and fall into the

pit of not doing God's will, yet shall he not be stained with the dust of

blame. He also said, 'We blame ourselves for what we did in accordance

with old rules and before the truth about faith had shed its rays on our

heart."

The fortunate and auspicious, on hearing these enlightening words,

hastened to the abode of the light of search and set themselves to amend

their ways, while the somnolent and perverse were full of disturbance.

Inasmuch as the fierce winds of indiscrimination had laid hold of the four

corners of the world, he mentioned the rules of // various religions, and

described their various excellencies. The acute sovereign gave no weight

to common talk, and praised whatever was good in any religion. He often

adorned the tablet of his tongue by saying "He is a man who makes Justice

the guide of the path of inquiry, and takes from every sect what is con-

sonant to reason. Perhaps in this way the lock, whose key has been lost,

may be opened." In this connexion, he praised the truth-seeking of the

natives of India, and eloquently described the companionship of the men of

that country in the day of disaster, and how they played away for the sake

of Fidelity (lit. in the shadow of), Property, Life, Reputation, and Re-

ligion, which are reckoned as comprising the four goods of the world's

market. He also dwelt upon the wonderful way in which the women of that

country become ashes whenever the day of calamity arrives.

This bliss-collecting class has several divisions. Some protagonists

of the path of righteousness yield up their lives merely on hearing of the

inevitable lot of their husbands. Many sensualists of old times were, from

ignorance and irreflection, unable to read such exquisite creatures by the

lines of the forehead, or the record of their behaviour, and entered with

loss the ravine of experiment, and cast away recklessly the priceless jew-

el! Some deliberately and with open brow enter the flames along with their
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husband's corpse, or with some token of him who hath gone to the land of

annihilation. //

Verse.

Being saturated with love, they burn together,
Like two wicks caught by one flame.

Some whom sacrifice of life and fellowship do not make happy, yet, from

fear of men's reproach, observe the letter of love, and descend into the

mouth of the fire.

He said to the learned Christians, "Since you reckon the reverencing of

women as part of your religion, and allow not more than one wife to a man,

it would not be wonderful if such fidelity and life-sacrifice were found

among your women. The extraordinary thing is that it occurs among those of

the Brahman (i.e. the Hindu) religion. There are numerous concubines, and

many of them are neglected and unappreciated and spend their days unfructu-

ously in the privy chamber of chastity, yet in spite of such bitterness of

life they are flaming torches of love and fellowship." On hearing such no-

ble recitals those present remained silent in the hall of reply, and their

tongues reddened with surprise. The Divine message filled with joy all the

seekers after wisdom in the august assemblage.

986/1578

lT: II,262-63
And later that day the Emperor came to Fathpur. There he used to spend

much time in the CIbadat-khanah in the company of learned men and Shaikhs.

And especially on Friday nights, when he would sit up there the whole night

continually occupied in discussing questions of Religion, whether fundamen-

tal or collateral. The learned men used to draw the sword of the tongue on

the battle-field of mutual contradiction and opposition, and the antagonism

of the sect reached such a pitch that they would call one another fools and

heretics. The controversies used to pass beyond the differences of Sunni,

and Shi'ah, of Hanifi and Shafi'i, of lawyer and divine, and they would at-

tack the very bases of belief. And Makhdum-ul-mulk wrote a treatise, to

the effect that Shaikh CAbd-un-nabi had unjustly killed Khizr Khan Sarwani,

who had been suspected of blaspheming the Prophet (peace be upon him!) and

Mir Habsh, who had been suspected of being a Shi'ah, and saying that it was

not right to repeat the prayers after him, because he was undutiful towards

his father, and was himself afflicted with hemorrhoids. Shaikh CAbd-un-

nabi replied to him that he was a fool and a heretic. Then the Mullas
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became divided into two parties, and one party took one side and one the

other, and became very Jews and Egyptians for hatred of each other. And

persons of novel and whimsical opinions, in accordance with their perni-

cious // ideas, and vain doubts, coming out of ambush decked the false in

the garb of the true, and wrong in the dress of right, and cast the Emper-

or, who was possessed of an excellent disposition, and was an earnest

searcher after truth, but very ignorant and a mere tyro, and used to the

company of infidels and base persons, into perplexity, till doubt was heap-

ed upon doubt, and he lost all definite aim, and the straight wall of the

clear Law, and of firm Religion was broken down, so that after five or six

years not a trace of Islam was left in him; and every thing was turned top-

sy turvy:--

The matter of me and you has fallen upside down,
You purchase the very thing I blame.

987/1579-80

UT: 11,293-94

In this year he [Akbar] sent for the renowned Shaikhs from all sides

and quarters, and had a private interview with each, and investigated

several matters.... //

"This lot of fools are clothed in rags,
They mumble some mysterious words.
They have never advanced far in sincerity and purity,
Though they have destroyed many a good name."

Of the number of these was Shaikh Chanildah, successor of the great Shaikh

CAbd-ul-aziz, an inhabitant of the town of Siwahnah. In accordance with

the Emperor's command he went down to the Ibadat Khanah and began to dis-

play and sell perverted prayers. He foretold that a certain lady of the

harem would bring forth a son, but as it so happened that a daughter was

born, the prophesy fell rather flat. In the same way Sayyid Hashim Firoz-

abadi opened that kind of business with a hundred marvels; and they became

the cause of discrediting former teachers. But when the Emperor sent for

Shaikh Muttahi Afghan Kasi from the Panjab, in obedience to his summons he

came from the monastery on foot in company with the messengers, while they

carried his litter behind him. At Fathpur, he alighted at the house of

Shaikh Jamal Bakhtyar, and sent word: "My eye has not rested on any blessed

sign of the Emperor." So the Emperor without granting him an audience sent

him quickly about his business.
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987/1579

TA: 11,514

(The emperor) spent most of his time in the building which was named

the CIbadat Khana, in the company of learned and pious men and Shaikhs. He

made each one of them happy by conferring royal favours on them; and made

them rich and free from all wants with gifts of red and white gold. The

Friday nights he passed without sleep in purity in that house, and the

whole night was spent in charitable and devotional gifts and offerings.

1580

Nonserrate: 56

In his private conferences with the King he held it his most precious pri-

vilege to extol the learning and humility of the Fathers. These latter had

made an arrangement with Abdulfasilius [Abu'l-Fazl] that before any public

discussion he should listen to their view of the position which they were

defending or attacking, and to their arguments, so that he might answer

their opponents more fully and elaborately (than they could do themselves).

This office he performed in many discussions and especially in one, in

which his attitude was so praiseworthy that he seemed to be almost a Chris-

tian. Saturday was the day assigned for these discussions.

No date given

MT: III,163-64

The Shaikh [Chayan Ladh of Sohna]' was one of the most famous successors

of Shaikh CAbdu-'l-CAziz of Dihli and travelled resolutely in the path of

poverty. He used to give instruction in Sufi-istic books, such as the Fu-

sus, and the Naqd-i-fusus, to his pupils, who were seekers after the truth.

The emperor, towards the end of the Shaikh's life, placed great confidence

in him and sought the help of his auspices in several important matters of

state. He appointed quarters for him in the Cibadatkhana close to the im-

perial palace and // used to admit him to private interviews at night, and

the inverted prayers of the recitation of which the emperor was a witness

became inverted in their effects.

No date given

MT: III,180

This was all I saw of him until the time when I entered the imperial ser-

vice, when the Shaikh in obedience to a summons from the Court came alone
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and helpless to the CIbadat-khana, where he took his place. It was on a

Friday when the Shaikh with one or two of his intimate companions first

entered the CIbadat-khana and Mirza Ghiyasu-'d-din CAli the theologian,

Mirza Akh'und, and Mirza Ali Asaf Khan had been ordered to examine the

Shaikh thoroughly and to question him on his Sufi-ism, in order to see what

he would let fall.

go date given

MT: III,181-82

About this time Shaikh IsmaCil, the half-brother of the Shaikh, near whom I

lived in the quarter of the Kh'aja-yi-Jahan in Fathpur, and with whom I was

on terms of intimate // companionship, took me, in obedience to Shaikh
Ziya'u-'llah's wish, to the CIbadatkhana, and there introduced me to him,

and related to him the story of my meeting with him eleven years before,

which he had heard from me. Shaikh Ziya'u-'llah was much perturbed and

said that he did not remember that any such thing had happened. The

Shaikh, although he pretends to refrain from company, which is really self-

advertisement, now lives in Agra, in outward appearance, like his father,

one of the holy men, while on the contrary he spends his time in self-

indulgence and idleness, clad in the raiment of men of rank, and retains

his old habits, many strange utterances, calculated to deceive the vulgar,

and delivered with apparent simplicity, being reported. I have not space

to record them.

Ivankhana

ca. 979-84/1571-77

TQ: 151

On one side of the court (sahn) of that building (imarat) with arches

(taq) like the sky, they have raised a four-part house (chaharkhana), four

benches [or platforms] (chahar suffa), and an ivan-house (ivankhana) en-

tirely carved out of red stone. Their doors (abvab) and screens (shabak)

have been wrought in such a way that the keeper of the eight-doored heaven

cannot enter into a claim of equality except through the door (dar) of

shame and awe.
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Jesuit Chapel
1580

Joint letter to the Captain of Daan
Correia-Afonso: 32-33

He [Akbar] at once entered the church, having left his shoes outside,

and the others followed suit, and he instructed his sons to behave very

respectfully in the church. Such // behaviour on his part and that of his

retinue was very consoling.

One of the captains who had entered said, after looking at the picture,

that it was truly that of the heavenly queen seated on her throne. The

king is so enthusiastic about the pictures that he continues to order re-

plicas of the crucifixes and the other pictures made in ivory, gold, etc.,

and has also ordered for himself a reliquary of gold.

1580

Letter from Fr. Acquaviva to Fr. Mercurian
Correia-fonso: 58-59

He came twice to our oratory, which we have here well arranged. Once
he came alone, and removing his cap or turban, kneeling on the ground with

great devotion, he prayed before the picture of Christ and of the Virgin,

venerating thrice, once in our manner, the other in that of the Muslims and

the third in the Hindu fashion, that is to say, prostrate, saying that God

should be adored with every form of adoration. This done, he sat on the

ground with us for a long time, and he told us that he well understood that

the miracles of Christ were much greater than those of a mere man, but that

none the less he had great doubt as to how God could have a son: that we

should explain this to him, that all the rest of our law satisfied him, and

that upon understanding this he would become a Christian.

The other time that he came to the oratory there came with him three

sons of his and the chief man of this kingdom. And the King entered bare-

foot and then commanded his sons and the others that they should do the

same, and that they should make reverence to the picture. //

He is greatly devoted to the pictures, and he orders many to be made by

his painters; and he ordered to be made for his person a sort of reliquary

of gold, in which there is on one side the crucifix and on the other Our

Lady. He told us that were he ready for our faith, if he were unable to do

it in any other way, he would abandon his kingdom and go to Goa to become a

Christian. To two renegades that were here, he gave them permission to
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turn again to Christianity, and to one he gave money for the journey; the

other here itself dressed in our fashion and serves the King. And he can-

not see either renegades or Jews, and on-the contrary the Christians are

greatly honoured and well treated by him. One of them died, and the King

gave permission to bury him in our manner with the cross carried high

through this city.

1580

Letter from Fr. Henriques to Fr. Peres

Correia-Afonso: 33-34

They first saw the painting by Fr. Martin da Silva and were all to-

gether so amazed that neither his chief minister nor the others could stop

admiring it. Next they went to see the one of St. Luke inside the church,

which Fr. Francis Henriques had kept ready with its scents and oil-lamps

from Mecca, and the lamp lit. Then they looked around for some time. At

this stage the princes could no longer contain their great joy at seeing

the Infant Jesus in his Mother's arms, and it seemed as if they would have

liked to play with him and talk to him if they could only approach him.

On seeing how fond the King and his retinue were of the altar-piece of

Fr. Martin da Silva, we presented it to him on behalf of the Fr. Provin-

cial, as instructed by His Reverence. Having conveyed this information to

his retinue, namely that Fr. Provincial had ordered that the altar-piece

should be presented to him, he accepted it with great effusiveness and

immense joy. He then asked Fr. Francis Henriques if there was any box or a

bag for keeping it, and was told there was nothing but a piece of silk

cloth // in which it was wrapped up and given to him. He at once ordered

his chief painter to make something in which it might be kept, and in this

manner we accompanied him as far as the palace, which is quite close to our

own quarters.

1580

Honserrate: 48-49
When the King heard of their arrival he came alone to their house, and

proceeded straight to the chapel, where (having laid aside his turban and

shaken out his long hair) he prostrated himself on the ground in adoration

of the Christ and his Mother. He then began to talk about divine things.

A week later he brought three of his sons and several nobles to see the

chapel. He himself and all the others took off their shoes // before en-
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tering. He told his sons to do reverence to the pictures of Christ and his

Virgin Mother. One of the nobles exclaimed with emotion that she who was

sitting on her throne in such beautiful garments and ornaments was in truth

the Queen of Heaven. The King himself accepted with the greatest delight a

very beautiful picture of the Virgin, which had been brought from Rome and

was presented to him by the Fathers in the name of the Superior of the Pro-

vince.

1580

Nonserrate: 59-60

Since Christmas was at hand, the Fathers asked him [Akbar] to come on that

day. They adorned their chapel with rich silken curtains. They made mod-

els of the grotto where Christ was born, of the crib in which his mother

laid him, and of the mountain on which the shepherds watched. The people

were represented by tiny statues, and all was made true to life. The King,

and a few of his intimate friends, whom he brought with him, were greatly

delighted by this spectacle. He examined everything, and began to talk

about the birth of Christ.... // The fame of the beautiful statue of the

blessed Virgin had been spread so widely that crowds of Musalmans and Hin-

dus (the latter bringing offerings) came to the chapel. When they beheld

the statue, they lifted their hands to heaven and did reverence before it.

1582

Letter from Fr. Acquaviva to Fr. Vicente
Correia-Afonso: 115-116

On Tuesday, 24 September, the King came over in the evening to witness

the wedding of Dominic Pires in our chapel, having invited himself. For

his sake we set the // chapel very well. I had three devices painted eulo-
gising him, and Dominic Fires ordered a Portuguese-style banquet in our

house. The King enjoyed everything very much and displayed much goodwill

for having been afforded the best possible welcome. At the wedding, during

the homily for the bridal couple, the King acted as interpreter to the

woman who does not understand Persian, and conveyed to her in the local

language whatever I said in Persian. The King was very pleased and re-

mained with us up to almost eight o'clock at night. He brought to the

house his principal captains, both Muslims and Hindus, and a Hindu, who is

governor of these realms, was greatly impressed and did the Zumbaia in the

chapel. The King's three sons were present, and they, and some of the
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principal Muslim captains sent by the King as well, ate in the house.

1610

du Jarric: 24

In this lodging the Fathers fitted up, as well as they could, a small

chapel, in which they held divine service; and here, on several occasions,

they were visited by the King. His Majesty entrusted his second son to

them that they might teach him Portuguese, and to read and write after the

European style, at the same time instructing him in the mysteries of the

Christian faith.

1610

du Jarric: 25-26

He [Akbar] then entered the chapel, where the Fathers daily said mass for

the benefit of the Portuguese connected with the court; for there were

several who had made their homes in this country, and others who had

journeyed there for the purpose of trade. The King entered the oratory

unaccompanied by any of his guards or courtiers, and having removed his

turban from his head, fell upon his knees and prayed, first of all in our

fashion, then in his own, that is to say, after the manner of the Saracens

of Persia, whose law he still outwardly observed, and lastly in the fashion

of the Gentiles. "God," he said, as he rose from his devotions, "ought //

to be adored with every kind of adoration." After that, he seated himself

on a cushion on the floor; and when the Fathers had also seated themselves,

he told them that he did not doubt that our law was the best of all, and

that he beheld something more than human in the life and miracles of Jesus-

Christ; but that it was beyond his comprehension how God could have a son.

On a subsequent visit, after talking on sundry topics, he said: "Fathers,

you have, by your discourses, taught me many things about your law, which

please me more than all that I have been able to learn of other laws,

whether of the Saracens, or the Gentiles; and, for my part, I regard the

law of the Saracens as worse than any other."

1610

du Jarric: 26

Eight days later, he [Akbar] again came to the oratory, accompanied

this time by his three sons, and some of the chief nobles of his court.

For a while he stood apart, looking attentively at the various objects in
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the chapel, and expressing his admiration of them in the presence of his

courtiers. He then removed his shoes from his feet, and ordered his sons

and all who were with him to do likewise, this being the custom observed by

Moslims when entering their mosques. He showed great reverence for the

pictures of our Saviour and the blessed Virgin, and even for those of other

saints; and he ordered his painter to make copies of those which the Fa-

thers had placed in their chapel. He also ordered his goldsmith to make

for him a casket of gold with a richly carved lid, similar in shape to the

copper casket in which the Fathers carried the images of our Saviour and

the Virgin.

Jesuit Hospital
1580

Letter from Fr. Acquaviva to Fr. Vicente
Correia-Afonso: 66-67

I have added the following after the letters were written as there was

an interval of several days between the writing and the departure of the

conchor, and meanwhile some things have occurred about which we ought to

inform Y.R. [Your Reverence]. Of these the first is that I have requested

the King's permission to set up a hospital, which the King readily granted

and ordered that suitable accommodation should // be arranged, and I trust

in God that it will be put in order within a month. We expect much fruit

from this venture. The reasons why we are adopting this course of action

have been stated in a paper which we are sending to Y.R. so that you may

perceive the means which are necessary, and that is why Y.R. ought to send

us a Father and a Brother.

1580

Letter from Fr. onserrate to Fr. Vicente
Correia-Afanso: 80

Now with the goal of discovering new fields we must try to secure the

firman for more Fathers to come, and to press the matter of teaching the

princes and of the hospital. Because when we told him [Akbar] last week

that still nothing was being done about the hospital, he sent for one of

his captains to whom he had entrusted it and once again commended it to

him: and he asked us if we would gain merit by doing that good deed to

persons who did not belong to our law. Yes, we replied, because we were
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imitating God who does good to the good and the evil. To this he said that

God did many things which men could not do. The question was not to the

point, it seemed to us, nor was the retort.

1610

du Jarric: 31-32

He [Akbar] also gave them permission to build, out of the charitable offer-

ings of the Portuguese, a hospital for the sick. For it had been found in

many places that both Pagans and Saracens were frequently // persuaded to

embrace Christianity, by witnessing the charitable deeds of its followers.

Jbaroka

991/1583

MT: 11,336

And a number of disciples, who thought themselves something particular,

he [Akbarl called Chelah, in accordance with the technical term of the Jo-

gis. And another lot, consisting of wolves among the sheep, and hunters of

the weak, who were not admitted into the palace, stood every morning oppo-

site to the window, near which His Majesty used to pray to the sun, and

declared that they had made vows not to rinse their mouth, nor to eat and

drink, before they had seen the blessed countenance of the Emperor. And

every evening there was a regular Court assembly of needy Hindus and Musal-

mans, all sorts of people, men and women, healthy and sick, a queer gather-

ing and a most terrible crowd. No sooner had His Majesty finished saying

the thousand and one names of the "Greater Luminary," and stepped out into

the balcony, than the whole crowd prostrated themselves.

Kargah

992/1584

AN: 111,644

In this commencement of fortune there arrived the New Year with the

fresh achievements of Fortune conjoined with eternity, and another joy was

imparted to the new generation of mankind....

The imperial artificers gave profound attention to the adornment of the

palace, and made the preparations for the festival in an excellent manner.
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See also: Farrashkhana, Karkhana, Pishgah-i Huzur, and Umur-i Shahanshahi

Karkhana

1580

Letter from Fr. onserrate to the Fr. Provincial

Correia-Afonso: 37

Today he [Akbar] went out dressed in his robe, turban and breeches of

very fine white muslin, and on his feet he wore embroidered scarlet wool

shoes which seemed expensive. Behind him, as page, followed his middle

son, who appeared to be about eight to ten years old and of pretty dark

complexion (he might have taken after his mother) but as dignified as

princes are wont to be. It is said that the crown prince also went out

with him, but I did not see him, because he stayed back in the armourer's

shop. The King is a mechanic and has all sorts of craftsmen within the

palace enclosure and many of these we do not have over there.

1580

Monserrate: 201

Nor does he [Akbar] shrink from watching and even himself practising,

for the sake of amusement, the craft of an ordinary artisan. For this

purpose he has built a workshop near the palace, where also are studios and

work-rooms for the finer and more reputable arts, such as painting, gold-

smith-work, tapestry-making, carpet and curtain-making, and the manufacture

of arms. Hither he very frequently comes and relaxes his mind with watch-

ing at their work those who practise these arts.

General

AIN: 1,14

Separate treasurers were also appointed for each of the Imperial work-

shops the number of which is nearly one hundred. Daily, monthly, quarter-

ly, and yearly accounts are kept of the receipts and disbursements, so that

in this branch also the market-place of the world is in a flourishing con-

dition.
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1610

du Jarric: 9

He [Akbar] was interested in, and curious to learn about many things, and

possessed an intimate knowledge not only of military and political matters,

but of many of the mechanial arts. He took delight in watching the casting

of pieces of artillery, and in his own palace kept workmen constantly em-

ployed in the manufacture of guns and arms of various descriptions.

Karkhanaha-yi Sarkar

979/1571

TQ: 151

On the sides and around that sublime building (Cimarat) they have con-

structed workshops (karkhanaha-yi sarkar) especially for the royal house-

hold.

Karkhana-i hass
984/1576-77

MT: II,243-44

The Emperor was exceedingly pleased, and putting forth his hand to a heap

of Ashrafis (which in those days, just like a heap in a treasury, used

always to be laid before him) presented me with a sum of ninety six Ashra-

fis, and said: 'Have you seen Shaikh CAbd-un-Nabi [since your return]?' I

answered: 'From the dust of the road I came to the Court, how could I have

seen him?' Then the Emperor gave me a pair of splendid Nakhudi shawls [and

said]: 'Take these and go and see the Shaikh, and say to him from us: 'They

are from our // own private treasury, and we had them made on purpose for

you, do you wear them.' I took them, and carried the message to the Shaikh,

who was very much pleased. Then he asked: At the moment of taking leave of

you, I said, At the moment of joining battle remember to pray for me? I

replied: I then recited the prayer 'O God! pardon believers male and fe-

male, and keep those who keep the Religion of Muhammad, and abandon those

who abandon the Religion of Muhammad (on him be blessing and peace!).' He

said: 'That was sufficient, praise belongs to God!'
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General

AIN: 1,57

His Majesty has caused carpets to be made of wonderful varieties and

charming textures; he has appointed experienced workmen, who have produced

many masterpieces. The gilims of Iran and Turan are no more thought of,

although merchants still import carpets from Goshkan, Khuzistan, Kirman and

Sabzwar. All kinds of carpet weavers have settled here and drive a flour-

ishing trade. These are found in every town especially in Agra, Fathpur

and Lahor. In the imperial workshops single gilims are made 20 gaz 7 tas-

sujes long and 6 gaz 11-1/2 tassujes broad, at a cost of 1810 rupees which

those who are skilled in the business have valued at 2715 rupees.

See also: Farrashkhana, Kargah, Pishgah-i Huzur, and Umur-i Shahanshahi

Karvansara

979/1571

TQ: 150

Trees were grown in the environs which had formerly been the habitat of

rabbits and jackals, and mosques (masajid), markets (bazarha), baths

(hamamat), caravanserais (karvansaraha) and other fine buildings (biqac)

were constructed in the city (shahr).

1610

Finch: 149

Close within the gate is the Kings (sic) saray, with large stone lodgings,

but much ruined.

1633

Peter undy: 11,230

There is also a conceited [ingeniously devised] Stable standinge on the

side of the hill Towards the lake, which is made into severall flatts

[floors] or degrees, like stepps one above another with pillars and arches

to support a Coveringe to it. On each of those degrees stood a Ranck of

horses; the entrace att one end.... //

The figure of the Kings Stable, mentioned on th'other side, is somewhat

after this manner, conceived only to serve in faire weather.
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Khalvatkada-i Khass

General

AIN: I,164

His Majesty is accustomed to spend the hours of the night profitably;

to the private audience hall are then admitted eloquent philosophers and

virtuous Sufis, who are seated according to their rank and entertain His

Majesty with wise discourses. On such occasions His Majesty fathoms them,

and tries them on the touch-stone of knowledge. Or the object of an an-

cient institution is disclosed, or new thoughts are hailed with delight.

Here young men of talent learn to revere and adore His Majesty, and exper-

ience the happiness of having their wishes fulfilled, whilst old men of

impartial judgment see themselves- on the expanse of sorrow, finding that

they have to pass through a new course of instruction.

There are also present in these assemblies, unprejudiced historians,

who do not mutilate history by adding or suppressing facts, and relate the

impressive events of ancient times. His Majesty often makes remarks won-

derfully shrewd, or starts a fitting subject for conversation. On other

occasions matters referring to the empire and the revenue are brought up,

when His Majesty gives orders for whatever is to be done in each case.

About a watch before daybreak, musicians of all nations are introduced,

who recreate the assembly with music and songs, and religions strains; and

when four gharis are left till morning His Majesty retires to his private

apartments, brings his external appearance in harmony with the simplicity

of his heart, and launches forth into the ocean of contemplation.

See also: Khwabgah

Khizana

985/1577

AN: III,286-87

Among the occurrences was the revision of the management of the trea-

sury. By the orders of King Wisdom, the care of property, and the increase

of finances are, in the code of princes, a choice form of the Divine wor-

ship of the capital of the social state.... // ...Sadiq K. Khwaja Shah

Mansur and some other honest and able men--who were abodes of trust, and
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balances (qistas) of knowledge--were sent from Fathpur to Agra in order

that they might inspect the public treasuries and test the treasurers and

accountants, and custodians. On thorough inquiry the officials were found

to be upright and were rewarded by favours and confidence.

985/1577

THA: 353

The above mentioned (Shuja'at Khan) came from Sarangpur and set out for the

dargah. At the time when His Majesty appeared from the fourth watch of

night he appeared at the bank of the river Chenab in order to do service

and he went to Fathpur in his service. In Muharram 985 he was appointed to

the superintendency of the treasury (khazina) and stayed there.

986/1578

AN: I1,373-74

One of the occurrences was the sending of truth-speaking, acute persons

to examine the treasuries. Some interested, evil-minded persons represent-

ed to H.M. that the treasurers of the capital had become dishonest and had

opened the hand of fraud. Inasmuch as the management of the minutiae of

administration, what need then to speak of the generalities, rests on the

genius of just // rulers, H.M. nominated Mozaffar K., Khwaja Shah Mansur,

Qasim K., and some other experienced and intelligent persons to examine in-

to the matter. They in a short space of time inspected the money in the

treasury and tested its amount and quality. The mischievous storytellers

met with their deserts.

1580

Nonserrate: 207

Moreover, he [Akbar] allows no bankers or money-changers in his empire

except the superintendents and tellers of the royal treasuries. This

enormous banking-business brings the King great profit; for at these royal

treasuries alone may gold coin be changed for silver or copper, and vice

versa. The government officers are paid in gold, silver or copper accord-

ing to their rank. Thus it comes about that those who are paid in one type

of coin need to change some of it into another type.

Such means of increasing the revenue may be thought base, but they have

two distinct advantages; for the coinage cannot possibly be debased or

adulterated; and the rate of internal exchange is kept constant, since it
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cannot be manipulated by fraudulent money-changers. Moreover, as all the

money in circulation comes eventually to the royal treasuries, there can be

no scarcity of money with consequent high prices.

990/1582

NT: 11,328

During the time that I was compiling the events of the seventh year,

and was engaged on the life of the second true Khalifa (may God be pro-

pitious to him!) one night; when the Emperor heard the account of the

foundation of Kufah, and the building and destruction of Qacr-ul-imarat,

which was narrated in detail together with the cause of its destruction,

and the marriage of Amin Kulsun, daughter of the Amir-ul-muminin Ali (God
be propitious to them both!), as well as the institution of five stated
times for prayer, the fall of the city of Nacibin, and the scorpions big as

cocks, which were made use of to effect its capture, he raised great objec-

tions and would not accept the truth of it. Acaf Khan Salis who is the

same as Mirza Jacfar, helped me in but a poor way, but Shaikh Abu-l-Fazl

and Ghazi Khan Badakhshi, on the other hand, confirmed my assertions. When

I was asked whence I got this information, I replied that I had seen it in

books, and had written accordingly, and that it was not my own invention.

Immediately the Rauzat-ul-Ahbab and other historical books were called for

from the library, and given to Naqib Khan to verify the accuracy of the

statement, which by God's grace being found correct, I was relieved from

the charge of invention.

993/1585

N: 11,353

He kept the festival in the old manner, and held a high feast. And every

day he received hospitality from every stall-holder among the Amirs, and

suitable presents, so that even food, and scents, and presents fit for

dancing-girls, were admitted into the treasury. And from a commander of

5,000, down to an Ahadi they were all obliged to bring presents and gifts

and offerings.

General

AIE: 1,14

In Iran and Turan, where only one treasurer is appointed, the accounts

are in a confused state; but here in India, the amount of the revenues is
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so great, and the business so multifarious that twelve treasurers are

necessary for storing the money, nine for the different kinds of cash-pay-

ments, and three for precious stones, gold, and inlaid jewellery. The

extent of the treasuries is too great to admit of my giving a proper des-

cription with other matters before me. From his knowledge of the work, and

as a reward for labour, his Majesty very often expresses his satisfaction,

or conveys reprimands; hence everything is in a flourishing condition.

Separate treasurers were also appointed for each of the Imperial work-

shops the number of which is nearly one hundred. Daily, monthly, quarter-

ly, and yearly accounts are kept of the receipts and disbursements, so that

in this branch also the market-place of the world is in a flourishing con-

dition.

KbLzana-i CAmira

981/1574

TA: 1I,428-29

The sovereign of the seven kingdoms of the sky (the sun) reclined on his

masnad in a noble and grand assemblage in the constellation of Aries, to

view the fields of battle and slaughter, on the 17th of the sacred month of

Ziqa'da, 981. At this time, one day, his Majesty, the world-conquering

monarch, convened an assembly where in the presence of Saiyyads, and the

nobles of the faith, and the masters of taste and devotion, and the learned

in the knowledge of God, added to the honour of the holy ones. And sweet

voiced singers and musicians of renown caused an excitement among the holy

ones. The playing of soul entrancing instruments made the pure hearted

Sufis shake their sleeves on the two worlds. His Majesty the badshah, the

protector of the world, also found the time to be joyful, and opening his

hand, which was prodigal like the sea in lavishing dirams and riches, or-

dered that heaps and heaps of asharfis (gold mohurs) and rupees should be

poured out to the right and left of his seat; and he called each one of the

men present to the imperial masnad, and he threw into their skirts, with

his gem-scattering hands, handfuls of asharfis and rupees. As the noble

heart became tired of this sort of giving, he began to scatter asharfis //

and rupees like the leaves of trees; and such quantities of these were

scattered about, that men were tired of gathering them up. It was ascer-

tained from the men in charge of the public treasury, that in that para-

dise-like assembly, one lakh of rupees was distributed.
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Verse;--

His hand is a cloud that showers gems,
Rather it is the sun that showers gold.

990/1582

MT: II,321

Makhdum-ul-mulk died at Ahmadabad, and in the year nine hundred and

ninety Qazi CAli was sent from Fathpur to ascertain what property he had

left. When he came to Lahor, he found such vast treasures as defied the

key of conjecture to open their lock. Several boxes full of ingots of gold

were discovered in his sepulchre, where he had caused them to be buried as

corpses. And the wealth which lay open to the eye of the world was such as

none but the Creator (glorious is His Majestyl) could ascertain. All these

ingots of gold, together with his books, which were as precious to him as

ingots, were placed in the public treasury. His sons after being some time

on the rack of distress fell at last into the most abject poverty.

Khushbubhana

984/1576-77

IT: 11,247

At this time Khwajah Shah Mancur, a Shirazi clerk, who at the beginning

of his career had been for some time clerk in the perfumery department, and

had been obliged to flee on account of the hostility and power of Muzaffar

Khan, came to Mun im Khan at Jounpur and was received with the greatest

respect, and appointed to be his divan. And after the death of Munim Khan

he came to Court in accordance with an imperial firman, and on account of

his exceedingly fine business qualities and soundness of judgment, he be-

came divan of the whole empire, and by degrees became associated in imper-

ial affairs with the prosperous Rajah:--

"He is an incapable who does not rise to power,
For at all events Destiny is on the look out for a

capable man;"

But some one has just reversed the statement and said:-

"The incapables of the world have risen to power.
How then can Destiny be on the look out for a

capable man?"
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1580

Monserrate: 58

When they told the King of this plan and its purpose, he immediately or-

dered the ointments, perfumes and very numerous jars of scented water to be

conveyed out of that house into another; for the house (which the priests

wanted) was used for the manufacturing and storing of ointments and per-

fumes, whence it was called the Storehouse of Perfumes. The priests were

reminded of the saying, 'We are Christ's sweet perfume'.

General

ATE: 1,78-79

ON PERFUMES

His Majesty is very fond of perfumes, and encourages this department

from religious motives. The court-hall is continually scented with amber-

gris, aloewood, and compositions according to ancient recipes, or mixtures

invented by his Majesty; and incense is daily burnt in gold and silver cen-

sers of various shapes; whilst sweet-smelling flowers are used // in large

quantities.

Kbrabgah

986/1578-79

T:. II,265-67

And at one time a Brahman, named Debi, who was one of the interpreters of

the Maha-bharata, was pulled up the wall of the castle sitting on a charpai

till he arrived near a balcony, which the Emperor had made his bed-chamber.

Whilst thus suspended he instructed his Majesty in the secrets and legends

of Hinduism, in the manner of worshipping idols, the fire, the sun and

stars, and of revering the chief gods of these unbelievers, such as Brahma,

Mahadev, Bishn, Kishn, Ram and Mahama (whose existence as sons of the human

race is a supposition, but whose non-existence is a certainty, though in

their idle belief they look on some of them as gods, and some as angels).

His Majesty, on hearing further how much the people of the country prized

their institutions, began to look upon them with affection. He became es-

pecially firmly convinced of the doctrine of the transmigration of souls,

and he much approved of the saying:--"There is no religion in which the

doctrine of Transmigration has not a firm hold." And insincere flatterers

composed treatises in order to establish indisputable arguments in favour
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of this thesis. And having instituted research into doctrines of the sects

of the Hindu unbelievers, of whom there are an endless and innumerable

host, and who possess numbers of sacred books, and yet do not belong to the

Ahl-i-Kitab, he took so much pleasure in such discussions, that not a day

passed but a new fruit of this loathsome tree ripened into existence.

Sometimes again it was Shaikh Taj-ud-din whom he sent for. This Shaikh was

son of Shaikh Zakariya of Ajodhan. The principal CUlama of the age call

him Taj-ul-Carifin. He had been a pupil of Rashid Shaikh Zaman of Panipat,

author of a commentary of the Lawaih, and of other excellent works, was

most excellent in Cufiism, and in the knowledge of Theology second only to

Shaikh Ibn Arabi, and had written a comprehensive commentary on the Nuzhat

ul-arwah. Like the preceding he was drawn up the wall of the castle in a

blanket, and his Majesty listened the whole night // to his Cufic ob-

scenities and follies. The Shaikh, since he did not in any great degree

feel himself bound by the injunctions of the Law, introduced arguments con-

cerning the Unity of Existence, such as idle Cufis discuss and which even-

tually lead to license and open heresy. He also interested the Emperor in

the question as to the faith of Pharaoh (the curse of God be on him!),

which is mentioned in the book Fucuc ul-hikam, and as to the excellence of

hope over fear, and such like questions to which people, overlooking the

warnings of Reason and the prohibitions of the Law, instinctively incline.

Thus he became a chief cause of the weakening of the Emperor's faith in the

commands of Islam. He allowed that infidels would be kept for ever in

fire, but the eternity of the punishment he thought doubtful, and not actu-

ally established. He also introduced many changes into the texts of the

Qur'an, and the Traditions of the Prophet (peace be upon him!). And the

expression Insan i kamil he said referred to the Khalif of the age, ex-

plaining it in the sense of 'holiest,' and interpreting most things in a

manner not wholly correct, and not a few of them quite wrong he uttered

much such like nonsense. And he invented a sijdah [prostration] for him,

and called it zamin-bos [kissing the ground], and looking on the reverence

due to a king as an absolute religious command he called the face of the

king KaCbah i Muradat [sanctum of desires], and Qiblah i Hajat [goal of

necessities]. And in support of these matters he brought forward some

apocryphal traditions, and the practice of the disciples of some of the

Shaikhs of India. And thus after a time the titles The Only One, The Ab-

solute, The Perfect Man became commonly applied to the just, majestic, and

magnanimous Emperor. //
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Mulla Muhammad of Yazd, too, was drawn up the castle wall in the same

way, and uttered unworthy, loathsome abuse against the three Khalifs, and

called all the companions of the Prophet, their followers and next follow-

ers, and the saints of ancient and modern times, (may God show favour to

them!), infidels and adulterers, and represented the Sunnis and the Ahl-i-

JamaCat as despicable and contemptible, and pronounced every sect except

the Shi cah as erring and leading into error.

See also: Khalvatkada-i Khass

Kitabkhana

986/1578-79

NT: II,262

... on the 6th day of this month he reached Ajmir and attended the festival

held at the tomb of the Saint. The next day at the same hour he started

for the Imperial Palace, and traveling each day 50 cosses, he arrived at

Todah at day-break on Friday the 9th. The compiler of these pages, who had

come from Basawar to meet him, paid his respects to him at that time, and

presented the Book of the Ahadis, which contains forty of them treating on

the merit of war with Infidels, and the advantages of archery, and its name

includes the date of it. It was admitted into the library, and no mention

whatever was made of any fault on my part in delaying to redeem my promise.

And later that day the Emperor came to Fathpur.

1580

Nonserrate: 60

The priests' new quarters were rendered very noisy on account of their

nearness to the scribes, who were continually thronged by crowds of cli-

ents. The King, therefore, as a sign of favour to the priests and without

their knowledge, ordered these scribes to move away.

General

AIN: I,109-10

His Majesty's library is divided into several parts; some of the books

are kept within and some without, the Harem. Each part of the library //

is subdivided, according to the value of the books and the estimation in

which the sciences are held of which the books treat. Prose books, poeti-
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cal works, Hindi, Persian, Greek, Kashmirian, Arabic, are all separately

placed. In this order they are also inspected. Experienced people bring

them daily and read them before His Majesty, who hears every book from the

beginning to the end. At whatever page the readers daily stop, His Majesty

makes with his own pen a sign, according to the number of the pages; and

rewards the readers with presents of cash, either in gold or silver, ac-

cording to the number of leaves read out by them. Among books of renown,

there are few that are not read in his Majesty's assembly hall; and there

are no historical facts of the past ages, or curiosities of science, or

interesting points of philosophy, with which His Majesty, a leader of im-

partial sages, is unacquainted. He does not get tired of hearing a book

over again, but listens to the reading of it with more interest. The Akh-

laq-i Nasiri, the Kimiya-yi SaCadat, the Qabusnama, the works of Sharaf of

Munayr, the Gulistan, the Hadiqa of Hakim SanaCi, the Masnawi of MaCnawi,

the Jam-i Jam, the Bustan, the Shahnama, the collected Masnawis of Shaikh

Nizami, the works of husraw and Mawlana Jami, the Diwans of Khaqani, Anwa-

ri, and several works on History, are continually read out to His Majesty.

See also: Kutubkhana

Kulab

990/1582

AN: I11,578-79

One of the occurrences was the bursting of a tank. On the top of the

hill of Fathpur, to the north of the gateway (dargah) a // reservoir had

been made by H.M. Many pleasure-loving servants met on its banks, and H.M.

was present. The princes, the officers and other special persons were as-
sembled there. Every one of them was paying his respects in some special

manner. Inasmuch as the wise make use of the sport, and test men when they

are at ease, pleasure was being keenly pursued. Some were playing at cau-

par (draughts), some at chess, and many were occupied with cards. H.M. was

studying all the groups with the norm of knowledge. Inasmuch as the lord-

ship of the outward world, and the primacy of the spiritual world, have

been bestowed on H.M. in full measure, the incomparable Deity preserved

H.M.'s holy person from everything bad. Though it was his holy idea that

there should be celebration (of his birthday), yet he did not approve of

the playing of games on such an occasion.
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Half of the day of the 18th (Amardad) had passed away when suddenly a

side of that little ocean gave way, and the water rushed out. Though by

the blessing of the holy personality none of the courtiers was injured, yet

many persons of lower rank suffered loss (were drowned (?)) and many houses

of the common people were carried away by the flood. In spite of the crowd

of people only one of those known to the king, viz. Madadi citaban, lost

his life. He who knew the mysteries of the heavens regarded this as a

Divine message, and became averse to the celebration of such occasions, and

perceived that God did not approve of this business of recreation. In

thanksgiving for the Divine protection he opened the hand of bounty and

made a world attain its desires.

Kutubkhana

98211574

MT: I,186

In the month Jamada'l-akhir, while the camp was at Shergarh (otherwise

called Qannouj) a book called Singh-asan Battisi, which is a series of

thirty-two tales about Rajah Bikramajit king of Malwa, and resembles the

Tuti-namah, was placed in my hands; and I received his Majesty's instruc-

tions to make a translation of it in prose and verse. I was to begin the

work at once, and present a leaf of my work on that very day. A learned

Brahman was appointed to interpret the book for me. On the first day I

completed a leaf containing the beginning of the first story, and when I

presented it, His Majesty expressed his approbation. When the translation

was finished, I called it Namah-i Khirad-afza, a name which contains the

date of its composition. It was graciously accepted, and placed in the

Library.

See also: Kitabkhana

Lake

1580

Nonserrate: 31

To supply the city with water a tank has been carefully and laboriously

constructed, two miles long and half a mile wide. The work was performed,

by the King's directions, in the following manner. Across the end of a
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low-lying valley which was filled with water in the rains, (although the

water afterwards drained away or dried up), a great dam was slowly built.

By this means not only was a copious supply of water assured, but the dis-

comfort of the climate was mitigated. For when the sun gets low in the

sky, the heat, which in Fattepurum is very great, is tempered by a cool and

pleasant breeze blowing over the tank. Besides this the King descends to

the lake on holidays, and refreshes himself with its many beauties.

1580

Letter from Fr. Henriques to Fr. Peres
Correia-.fonso: 22-23

It must be ten years since he founded this city of Fatehpur. Surely,

for such a short period of time, it well shows his great power and the

riches he has, so that even those who have seen many good things are un-

failingly struck with wonder. And, about a year ago, in order to improve

the city, water has been led in from somewhere to form a sizeable lake

which is perennial. All the elephants, horses and cattle drink from it,

and it also serves the teeming // population for all purposes. In it he

has kept a small catur in which I think he relaxes sometimes, and at times

he sends for the Portuguese when he goes to play chocha at a site near to

the said lake.

1610

Finch: 150-51

The north north-west side of the citie, without the walles, is a goodly

lough for 2 or 3 c. in length, abounding with good fish and wilde fowle;

all over which groweth the herbe which beareth the hermodactyle, and anoth-

er bearing a fruit like a goblet, called camolachachery, both very cooling

fruits. The herbe which beareth the hermodactyle is a weed abounding in

most tankes neare Agra, spreading over all the water; the leafe I observed

not, but the fruit is inclosed with a three cornered shell of a hard woodie

substance, having at each angle a sharpe picked pricking point and is a

little indented on both the flat sides like two posternes. The fruit, be-

ing greene, is soft and tender, white, and of a mealish taste, much eaten

in India, being exceeding cold in my judgement, for always after it I de-

sired aqua-vitae. It is called by the people Singarra. The other beareth

a fruit in manner of a goblet, flat // on the toppe and of a soft greenish

substance, within which a little eminent stand sixe or eight small fruits
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like akornes, divided from each other and inclosed with a whitish filme, at

the first of a russetish greene, tasting like a nut or akorne; in the mid-

dest is a small greene sprigge naught to be eaten.

1028/1619

TJ: 11,66

The Thursday entertainment took place on the bank of the Lake of Fath-

pur. As the time for entering the town (of Fathpur) was fixed for the

28th, I halted eight days in this place. I ordered them to measure the

circumference of the lake, and it came to 7 koss. At this stage, with the

exception of the revered Maryam-zamani, who had become very weak, all the

Begams and inhabitants of the enclosure of chastity and all the palace em-

ployees came out to meet me (istiqbal).

1028/1619

TJ: 11,80

On Thursday the 8th, ICtimad-d-Daula, Madar-ul-mulk (the pivot of the coun-

try), having prepared a royal entertainment, begged to be allowed to re-

ceive me. In accepting this request his standing was raised. In fact, in

decorating the assembly and the largeness of his offering, he had exceeded

himself, and made many decorations and illuminated all sides of the lake as

far as the eye could reach, and decorated the streets both near and far

with all kinds of lights and coloured lanterns.

1626

Herbert: 73

Fettipore, if the water had been good, by this time had triumphed over all

the cities in Indya: 'tis wall'd about, and to the N.N.W. discovers a lake

or fish-pond five miles over.

1633

Peter Mandy: II,230

Under the Cittie is a Lake of 10 or 12 mile long, haveing store of

Fish.
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1045/1635

PN: I, part 2,105

He (Shah Jahan) adorned it (Fathpur) for-three days of leisure spent in

hunting water fowl and excursions on the tank that equals the River Jayhun

(talab-i Jayhun).

1053/1644

PN: 11,353

On the 8th [of Dhu'l-Hijja] the imperial palace (dawlatkhana) of

Fathpur was converted into an illustrious anchorage (mahatt) and sublime

residence (mahall) by the more pure encampment. The one of most pure

temperament (Shah Jahan) spent that day and the one after pleasurably

hunting water fowl on the lake (talab) of Fathpur.

1783

Baodges: 131

At the back of the hills on which the mosque and palace are built, was a

lake, formed by great mounds of earth, artificially raised to keep in the

water, on which, when the palace was inhabited, a number of fine boats were

kept of every description, for the entertainment of the Imperial Family.

The boundaries and banks of the lake are now only to be traced, many parts

of it being not only quite dry, but in actual cultivation.

1825

Heber: 11,353
Of this last much appears to have been laid out in an extensive lake,

of which the dam is still to be traced, and the whole hill on which the

palace stands bears marks of terraces and gardens, to irrigate which an

elaborate succession of wells, cisterns, and wheels appears to have been

contrived adjoining the great mosque, and forcing up the water nearly to

the height of its roof. The cisterns are still useful as receptacles for

rain-water, but the machinery is long since gone to decay.

1853

Taylor: 126

Mr. Thomasson, the late Lieutenant-Governor of the north-western provinces,

happening to be at Futtehpore-Sikree one day, heard a native say that in

Akbar's time, the country was annually overflowed, so that the palace was
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in the midst of a lake. "Well," said Mr. T., "I will overflow it, too."

And he ordered the banks of a small river, which flows into the Jumna near

Bhurtpore, to be cut away, so that, when the rainy season came, the water

spread over about twenty square miles of land. That year the natives had

crops such as had never been heard of in those parts, but they had also a

fever, which carried off eight hundred persons. However, the Governor made

his work good, by cutting a canal to take off the inundation, and now the

region has regained its health, and kept its big crops into the bargain.

1858

Mlnturn: 308

As evening was now falling we ascended a lofty point from which we had

an extensive view of the surrounding country. The mist, which always rises

at sunset in India, now covered the level plains and gave them the appear-

ance of a lake. Indeed, in old times there used to be a lake at the foot

of this hill, and the dam can still be traced. The lake furnished water

for the use of the palace and town, and also for the terraced gardens, with

which the hill sides were covered. After Futtehpoor was abandoned by the

court, the lake dried up, and the surrounding country became quite barren,

from the want of the irrigation which its waters afforded. Of late years

this has been remedied by government. The whole country is every year

overflowed by cutting through the banks of a small river near Bhurtpoor,

and the water is drawn off below into the Jumna in time for the springing

of the crops. The ground is now, therefore, more fertile than ever.

See also: Chapter I.

Mahall-i Chawgan Bakhtan

981/1573

TQ: 184

On the 4th of the venerable month of Rajab in the year 981 (1573), he

[Akbar] set out from Sarangpur in the direction of the sublime dargah

(Fatehpur-Sikri). On the 18th of the above-mentioned month His Majesty

became honored and exalted at the place where polo is played (mahall-i

chawgan bakhtan) in Fathabad Sikri by the ceremony of kissing the stirrups,

and was viewed with affection and dedication by the glimpse of his bounty

and favor, and became distinguished from his peers in the degree of his
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elevation and height of his rank. He became ennobled by the service on the

most noble carpet, which is the place which the kings of Persia kiss and

where the world's sultans prostrate themselves.

See also: Maydan

Naktabkhana

993/1585

HT: 11,356

So I saw at once the Khan Khanan, when he came into the writing office,

which had been set apart in Fathpur as the translation-department. But he,

as quickly as possible, was sent off to Gujrat, and then immediately after-

wards Kabul came in the way, and so my hope of employment, which I had

looked on as the key of salvation, and a secured provision for life, became

clouded over: "wish for nothing, but what God wills."

Naydan

984/1576-77

ST: TT,235

In the month Rabi'ul-awwal of this year Mirza Muhammad Sharif, son of

Mir CAbd-ul-Latif Qazwini, who was a young man of the very greatest abili-

ty, and sharpness of intellect, and possessed of a sweet disposition, and a

sweet voice, and endowed with all sorts of perfections, while playing Cho-

gan [polo] with the emperor in the open space of Fathpur, fell from his

horse, and immediately gave up his soul to the beloved. And a great cry

arose in the city and neighbourhood, and this report spread on all sides.

The emperor was an eye-witness of this accident, and did not know what to

do. Meanwhile Qutub-ud-din Muhammad Atgah seized the rein of his Majesty's

horse and said, "My Lord, what are you doing here? Go away." And so he

turned his rein toward the palace. Then he sent farmans with assurances of

the soundness of his health and strength to the Amirs of the frontiers so

that the panic was stayed.
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987/1579

MT: II,277-78

On the second Friday of this month the Emperor assembled the poor and

the deserving in the chaugan-field, and came in person to the place. Near-

ly a lac of persons, men and women, were present in that enclosure. And

Sultan Khwajah the Cadr, and Qulij Khan // presented to each a piece of

gold. On that day of assembly eighty persons, women and children, were

crushed to death under the hands and feet. And from the girdles of some of

the women, whose husbands had died in Bengal, there fell purses full of

ashrafis and rupees. This affair caused great suspicion to arise as to all

the poor. An order was issued, that in future but few persons should be

brought together at once, but he soon laid aside this rule also.

1580

Nonserrate: 30

The most noteworthy features of Fattepurum are ... thirdly, the Circus

where elephants fight, gladiatorial displays take place, and a game is

played, on horseback, with a wooden ball which is hit by hammers also of

wood.

1580

Nonserrate: 61

When he invited them to see a gladiatorial contest, they replied that they

could not comply. He forthwith excused their attendance at the contest,

but asked why they would not come. They replied that it was absolutely

contrary to the Christian discipline and moral standard to organise, or

even to look on at, human carnage: and that he who was responsible for the

holding of gladiatorial games committed a terrible crime. If he wished to

amuse himself with mimic war, he should have the edges of the swords

dulled, and make the gladiators wear breastplates and helmets, and let them

carry small shields on the left arm, with which they could catch the blows

without risk to their lives. The King approved of this advice and wondered

at the holy mercy of the Christian religion. It is the custom at the gla-

diatorial combats of the Mongols for the various signals to be given by

four pairs of drums; of which the first pair leads the music of the others,

the second gives a low deep note, the third a gentle sound, and the fourth

a high note in contrast to the low one given by the second pair.
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1580

Nonserrate: 197

Zelaldinus is greatly devoted to hunting, though not equally so to

hawking. As he is of a somewhat morose disposition, he amuses himself with

various games. These games afford also a public spectacle to the nobility

and the common people, who indeed are very fond of such spectacles. They

are the following:-- Polo, elephant-fighting, buffalo-fighting, stag-

fighting and cock-fighting, boxing contests, battles of gladiators, and the

flying of tumbler-pigeons.

992/1584

AN: 111,654

One of the occurrences was Rajah Birbar's having a renewal of life.

The caugan-ground had been fitted-up and there was an elephant fight going

on. Suddenly the elephant Cacar, which was unique for violence, and for

the killing of men, rushed to kill a foot passenger, but then passed him by

and turned towards the Rajah. He was nearly killing him with his probos-

cis. The Shahanshah from his general benevolence and especial kindness

(for Birbar), and great courage, urged on his horse and came between the

monster and the Rajah. The enraged brute rushed at the cavalier of the

arena of courage and a cry went up.from mankind, and the livers of iron-

hearted men became like water. All at once, it stood still, overcome by

the majestic "Avaunt" (Durbash). Amazement seized the beholders.

General

AIN: I,308-09

His Majesty devises means of amusement, and makes his pleasures a means

of testing the character of men.... //

The game of Chaugan (hockey)

Superficial observers look upon this game as a mere amusement, and

consider it mere play; but men of more exalted views see in it a means of

learning promptitude and decision. It tests the value of a man, and

strengthens bonds of friendship. Strong men learn in playing this game the

art of riding; and the animals learn to perform feats of agility and to

obey the reins. Hence His Majesty is very fond of this game. Externally,

the game adds to the splendour of the Court; but viewed from a higher

point, it reveals concealed talents.
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When His Majesty goes to the maydan (open field) in order to play this

game, he selects an opponent and some active and clever players, who are

only filled with one thought, namely to show their skill against the oppo-

nent of His Majesty. From motives of kindness, His Majesty never orders

any one to be a player; but chooses the pairs by the cast of the die.

There are not more than ten players; but many more keep themselves in

readiness. When one ghari (20 minutes) has passed, two players take rest,

and two others supply their place.

1610

du Jarric: 9-10
Echebar was by temperament melancholy, and he suffered from the fall-

ing-sickness, so that to divert his mind, he had recourse to various forms

of amusement, such as watching elephants fight together, or camels, or buf-

faloes, or rams that butt and gore each other with their horns, or even two

cocks. He was also fond of watching fencing bouts; and on certain occa-

sions, after the manner of the ancient Romans, he // made gladiators fight

before him; or fencers were made to contend until one had killed the other.

At other times, he amused himself with elephants and camels that had been

trained to dance to the tune of certain musical instruments, and to perform

other strange feats.

1028/1619

TJ: II,83-84

On Wednesday, the 21st, I went to Amanabad for the purpose of sport.

Some days before this, in accordance with orders, Khwaja Jahan, and Qiyam

K., the head huntsman, had chosen a wide plain for a qamargha hunt, and

drawn an enclosure round it, and driven within it many antelope from the

neighbouring plains. As I had vowed that I would hereafter not kill any

living thing with my own hand, it occurred to me to take them all alive,

and place them within the Chaugan (polo-ground) of Fathpur, so that I might

both enjoy the pleasure of sport and that at the same time no harm should

happen to them. I accordingly took 700 head and sent them to Fathpur. As

the hour for entering the capital was near, I ordered Ray Man, khidmatiyya,

to put up a screen on two sides, like a lane, from the hunting- // place to

the plain of Fathpur, and to drive the antelope there. About 800 antelope

were sent in this way, or altogether 1,500.

149



IMPERIAL AND CIVIC STRUCTURES

See also: Mahall-i Chawgan Bakhtan

Nakhkhas

990/1582

TA: II,558

At this time a son of that ungrateful wretch Tarkhan Diwana, of the name of

Nur Muhammad, who had been seized in the country of Tirhut, was brought

(before his Majesty). He was executed in the market place of Fathpur.

See also: Bazar, Chahar Suq, and Dukkan

Naqqarakhana

983/1575

HT: II,219

After they had finished their repast he [Akbar] granted his [Mirza Sulay-

man's] request for assistance, and promised him aid with such money and

troops, as might enable him to reduce Badakhshan, and had apartments pre-

pared for the Mirza in the tower of the Hatyapul, where was the Naqarah-

khanah.

1580

Nonserrate: 211-12

It is the duty of the orderlies to manage the water-clocks and to

strike the time on bronze gongs. These water-clocks consist of a brazen

vessel filled with water, and a hollow bronze cone of such a size that

exactly a quarter of an hour is taken for the water to fill it through a

small hole in the bottom. This cone is placed on the top of the vessel

filled with water, and the water runs in through the hole in its bottom.

When the cone is full, it sinks, and thus shows that a quarter of an hour

has elapsed. Everything that goes on in the palace is regulated by this

clock. At fixed hours, namely before dawn when the cocks begin to crow,

and in the evening, a barbaric din is kept up for the space // of a full

hour by means of trumpets, bugles, drums, rattles, bells and the like.
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General

AIN: 1,52-54

Of musical instruments used in the Naqarahkhana, I may mention, 1. the

Kuwarga, commonly called damama; there are eighteen pair of // them more or

less; and they give a deep sound. 2. The naqara, twenty pair, more or

less. 3. The duhul, of which four are used. 4. The karna is made of

gold, silver, brass, and other metals, and they never blow fewer than four.

5. The surna of the Persian and Indian kinds; they blow nine together.

6. The nafir, of the Persian, European, and Indian kinds; they blow some of

each kind. 7. The sing is of brass and made in the form of a cow's horn;

they blow two together. 8. The sanj, or cymbal, of which three pair are

used.

Formerly the band played four gharis before the commencement of the

night, and likewise four gharis before daybreak; now they play first at

midnight, when the sun commences his ascent, and the second time at dawn.

One ghari before sunrise, the musicians commence to blow the surna, and

wake up those that are asleep; and one ghari after sunrise, they play a

short prelude, when they beat the kuwarga a little, whereupon they blow the

karna, the nafir, and the other instruments, without, however, making use

of the naqara; after a little pause the surnas are blown again, the time of

the music being indicated by the nafirs. One hour later the nuqaras com-

mence, when all musicians raise "the auspicious strain." After this they

go through the following seven performances. 1. The Mursali, which is the

name of a tune played by the mursil; and afterwards the bardasht, which

consists likewise of certain tunes, played by the whole band. This is

followed by a pianissimo, and a crescendo passing over into a diminuendo;

2. The playing of the four tunes, called ikhlati, ibtadaCi, shiraza, qalan-

dari nigar qatra, or nukhud qatra, which occupies an hour. 3. The playing

of the old Khwarizmite tunes. Of these his Majesty has composed more than

two hundred, which are the delight of young and old, especially the tunes

Jalalshahi, Mahamir Karkat (?), and the Nawrozi. 4. The swelling play of

the cymbals. 5. The playing of Ba miyan dawr. 6. The passing into the

tunes azfar, also called rah-i bala, after which. comes a pianissimo.

7. The Khwarizmite tunes, played by the Mursil, after which he passes into

the mursali; he then pauses, and commences the blessings on his Majesty,

when the whole band strikes up a pianissimo. Then follows the reading of

beautiful sentences and poems. This also lasts for an hour. Afterwards
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the surna- // players perform for another hour, when the whole comes to a

proper conclusion.

His Majesty has such a knowledge of the science of music as trained

musicians do not possess; and he is likewise an excellent hand in perform-

ing, especially on the naqara.

See also: Hatyapul and Private Residences (Sulayman, Mirza)

Pishgah-l Buuar

General
AIN: 1,93

His Majesty pays much attention to various stuffs; hence Irani, Euro-

pean, and Mongolian articles of wear are in abundance. Skilful masters and

workmen have settled in this country to teach people an improved system of

manufacture. The imperial workshops, the towns of Lahor, Agra, Fathpur,

Ahmadabad, Gujrat, turn out many masterpieces of workmanship; and the fig-

ures and patterns, knots, and variety of fashions which now prevail, aston-

ish experienced travellers.

See also: Farrashkhana, Kargah, Karkhana, and Umur-i Shahanshahi

Private Residences

ameral

No date given

MT: III,181-82

About this time Shaikh IsmaCil, the half-brother of the Shaikh, near whom I

lived in the quarter of the Kh'aja-yi-Jahan in Fathpur, and with whom I was
on terms of intimate // companionship, took me, in obedience to Shaikh Zi-

ya'u-'llah's wish, to the CIbadatkhana....

979/1571

TQ: 150

... the compulsory decree for the building of the city (shahr) of Fathpur

Sikri was issued so as to make it the seat of the kingdom (dar al-mulk).

When the engineer (muhandis) of sound judgment drew the line of its foun-

dation (khatt-i asas) on the paper of fancy, he ordered it to have a two to
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three kuroh [approximately four-to-six mile] circumference on the face of

the earth, and for houses (khanaha) to be built on the top of the hill and

that they should lay out orchards (basatin) and gardens (baghat) at its

periphery and center. A compulsory decree was issued that nobody should

obstruct anyone who wants to build a house (khana) within the expanse of

the said circuit, and it should be entered without any fear of dispute in

the register of his ownership, so that people may be inclined to revive

dead lands and populate them.

1610

Finch: 149

To the entrance of the gate from Agra, some course in length upon a stony

ascent, lie the ruines of the suburbs; as also without the southwest gate

for two English miles in length, many faire buildings being fallen to the

ground.

1858

Hinturn: 304

We passed through an arched gateway and ascended the hill by a paved

street, on each side of which were rows of red-stone houses, once the resi-

dence of Akbur's lords.

Cibd as-Samad, hwaja

983/1575-76

NT: III,84-85

Since what I said was opposed to the Shaikh's contention it was evidently

the cause of // his being vexed with me. The Emperor ordered the Shaikh,

after his arrival at Fathpur, to stay for some days in the house of haja

CAbdu-'s-Samad the painter, of sweet pen. To make amends for my fault I

waited on him with my apologies, and asked him for forgiveness.

Abu'l-Fazl

1580

Letter from Fr. Acquaviva to Fr. Vicente
Correia-Afonso: 68-69

Today, day of St. Peter ad vincula [August 1, 1580], I called on the

King's mullah [Abu'l-Fazl], who, as I stated earlier, spoke very well re-
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garding the incarnation of the son of God. He is determined to advance the

cause of our faith before the King and his mullahs, and that is why we have

decided that I shall first explain everything to him at his residence, so

that he is able to speak about it. I hope in God that this man // of tal-

ent who is sceptical about his religion and is the King's Jonathan will be

of great help in the service of God.

Anhad, Shaykh

985/1577

AN: 111,299

In this year when the world-conquering standards were proceeding towards

Ajmere he (Shaikh Ahmad) was brought before the world's lord, and after

making the prostration he took his final leave. When he arrived at his

house he expired.

cAls Kabull, Mulla

No date given

MT: 11,374

The Mulla was always jealous of Qazi Khan of Badakhshan, on the ground

of his having invented the sijdah ('prostration'). One day in Fathpur he

led the late Mirza Nizam-ud-din Ahmad and the author off to his house at

early dawn, with much solicitation, and, having given us an appetizing

electuary, began to show us his books, talking about them from dawn till

midday, while we remained hungry and were not able to get a word in. At

last the Mirza, no longer able to endure it, asked the Mulla whether he had

anything to eat. The Mulla answered, "I thought that you had eaten before

you came. I have a lamb here; if you wish I will kill it now." We rose

and went home. It is impossible to recount all pranks of this nature which

he played.

Bakhtyar, Shaykh Jamal

987/1579-80
ST: 11,294

But when the Emperor sent for Shaikh Muttahi Afghan Kasi from the Panjab,

in obedience to his summons he came from the monastery on foot in company

with the messengers, while they carried his litter behind him. At Fathpur,

he alighted at the house of Shaikh Jamal Bakhtyar, and sent word: "My eye
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has not rested on any blessed sign of the Emperor." So the Emperor without

granting him an audience sent him quickly about his business.

Bhagvan Ds, Raja

993/1585

MT: II,352

Meanwhile the Emperor, in accordance with his established custom, mar-

ried the Prince Sultan Salim in his sixteenth year to the daughter of Rajah

Bhagvan Das. And going himself to his house the Emperor celebrated the

ceremony of marriage in the presence of the Qazis and nobles. And the sum

of two krors of tankahs was fixed as the marriage settlement. And they

performed all the ceremonies, which are customary among the Hindus, such as

lighting the fire &c., and over the litter of the Princess the Emperor

ordered gold to be scattered all the way from that house to the palace:--

"From the quantity of jewels and gold, that were scattered,
People's hands were weary of picking them up."

And Rajah Bhagvan gave as his daughter's dowry, several strings of horses,

and a hundred elephants, and boys and girls of Abyssinia, India, and Cir-

cassia, and all sorts of golden vessels set with jewels, and jewels, and

utensils of gold, and vessels of silver, and all sorts of stuffs, the quan-

tity of which is beyond all computation. And to each one of the Amirs, who

were present, according to their station and rank, he gave Persian, Turk-

ish, and Arabian horses, with golden saddles, &c.

993/1585

TA: II,599

AN ACCOUNT OF THE MARRIAGE FESTIVITIES OF SHAHZADA

SULTAN SALIM

At this time, the idea of holding a feast for the wedding of His

Highness Shahzada Sultan Salim arose in the noble mind of His Majesty the

Emperor. For this great alliance, the shadow (reflection) of the sun of

royal favour shone on Raja Bhagwan Das. His daughter was considered to be

the best and most suitable person for this great connection. In accordance

with orders, a festive assembly having the grandeur of the higher paradise

was adorned. For the performance of this act, His Majesty in his own ele-

gant person graced the mansion of Raja Bhagwan Das by his royal presence.

The marriage assembly was held there in the presence of Qazis and other

noble persons. A sum of two krors of tanqahs was fixed as the marriage
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settlement of the bride, and pearls and gems were scattered all the way

from the Raja's mansion to the threshold, as a thanks' offering.

Couplet:

With the quantities of gems and gold that were scattered
around,

Men's hands were aweary of gathering them up.

Raja Bhagwan Das passed so much of vessels of gold and fine fabrics,

and rich stuffs, and stablefuls of horses, and one hundred elephants and

slaves and slave-girls, Abyssinian, Circassian, and Hindustani before the

noble eyes, that the accountants of imagination and thought were unable to

take account of them; and grand assemblies and royal festivities were ar-

ranged.

Birbar, Raja

990-991/1583

AN: III,587

Also at this time Rajah Birbar's abode was made illustrious by the ad-

vent of the Shahinshah. He was among the intimate associates. For him

H.M. had ordered the erection of stone-palaces. When they were finished,

he expressed a wish that they might be glorified by the advent of the Shah-

inshah. On 7 Bahman (January 1583) there was a splendid feast, and by the

Shahinshah's graciousness his wish was gratified.

Gulbadan Begum

1580

Monserrate: 205

When his aunt returned from Mekka, the King had the street-pavements

covered with silken shawls, and conducted her himself to her palace in a

gorgeous litter, scattering largess meanwhile to the crowds.

ICtimad ad-Dawla

1028/1619

TJ: I1,73

As the house of ICtimadu-d-daula was on the bank of a tank, and people

praised it greatly as a delightful place and enchanting residence, at his

request on Thursday, the 26th, an entertainment was held there. That pil-

lar of the kingdom engaged in the dues of prostrations and offerings, and
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prepared a grand meeting. At night, after eating food, I returned to the

palace.

Jesuits

1580

Joint missive to Fr. Vicente

Correia-fonso: 47

On the Saturday before Easter we went over to the King along with the

other Portuguese to wish him a Happy Easter. Displaying great joy he asked

some questions about this mystery, and was given suitable replies. Then he

took us with him and showed us, within the palace enclosure, the quarters

in which he wanted us to reside and wherein we now live. We were with him,

all by ourselves, the greater part of that evening, and he questioned us

about the sort of prayers we say on that night, and if he too could gain

merit like us if he prayed. He was told that, if he believed in the Son of

God, he would merit like us, and that prayers would help him in obtaining

enlightenment from God. And when we informed him about two Christian men

living in concubinage, he volunteered in one case to arrange for the woman

to live in his house, and in the other to pay the expenses for him to re-

turn to Bengal. On that day the King appeared more inclined towards our

religion than at any other time.

1580

Joint missive to Fr. Vicente

Correia-fonso: 48

For about a month after we arrived, we were lodged in the King's serai,

where there was no peace, because of the crowds of people who live therein.

We, therefore, represented to the King that the place was unsuitable for

religious. He then showed us some quarters within his palace enclosure

which we found adequate as they were [close by] and in a place which he

often visited after we shifted thither. On the following day, which was

Saturday, the King came to our house alone, and went straightway to the

oratory and stood there for some time with reverence and devotion, and he

also joined us at the oratory in performing certain religious ceremonies

which gave much comfort to us and to him. Soon thereafter, he came again

on the following Saturday, and this time with his three sons, his chief

minister, his brother-in-law and other senior captains. He entered the

chapel, having left his shoes outside, and was followed by all the others.
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On entering he admonished his children to pay reverence to the altar-piece,

and he himself and all the rest paid much reverence and respect to the

picture. We were overjoyed with the hopes-that this raised in our hearts.

1580

Letter from Fr. Henriques to Fr. Peres
Correia-Afonso: 30-31

As the place we were given on arrival was distant from the King's

palace and the accommodation was without privacy and rather inconvenient

for religious, we requested the King, after a lapse of one month, for

another house. He obliged us willingly and ordered that we should be

allotted accommodation inside the palace premises and, since it was within

easy reach, he conducted us there personally and handed it over to us and

instructed that all the necessary alterations within should be made accord-

ing to our requirements, and this was promptly executed. He made us shift

to this house post-haste and His Highness is now our frequent visitor.

The day after we shifted was Saturday, and the King came to see the

house and entered alone. The first thing he did was to go into the church

which was well // appointed with its perfumes and fragrance. On entering

he was surprised and astonished and made a deep obeisance to the picture of

Our Lady that was there, from the painting of St. Luke, done by Brother

Manuel Godinho, as well as to another beautifully executed representation

of our Lady brought by Fr. Martin da Silva from Rome, which pleased him no

end, and then he eft to praise them to his captains who waited outside.

He was so taken up that he came in again with a few of his intimates and

his chief painter and other painters, of which he has many excellent ones,

and they were all wonderstruck and said that there could be no better

painting nor better artists than those who had painted the said pictures.

1580

letter from Fr. Henriques to Fr. Peres
Correa-fonso: 32

On the following Saturday, eight days later, H.H. returned to our house

this time with his three sons, his brother-in-law and the chief minister of

his realms, two seniormost captains and his mullah, who is a thorough gen-

tleman, in order to see the altar-pieces, because he took such a fancy to

them the other day that he could not help seeing them again.
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1580

Nonserrate: 48

Having acknowledged their good wishes the King ordered them to tell him the

religious significance of that day. Furthermore he gave them quarters in-

side the palace precincts, in order that he might have them ready to hand

whenever he wished for instruction.

After Easter the Fathers moved from their inn, which was crowded and

inconvenient, to the house which the King had offered them in the precincts

of the palace.

1580

b!nserrate: 58-59

The common report of the King's extraordinary kindness towards the priests

prevented their meeting him, and they hence began to plan to remove their

quarters into a house which was actually built against the palace wall, so

that by making a door through this wall a secret means of meeting might be

devised. When they told the King of this plan and its purpose, he immedi-

ately ordered the ointments, perfumes and very numerous jars of scented

water to be conveyed out of that house into another; for the house (which

the priests wanted) was used for the manufacturing and storing of ointments

and perfumes, whence it was called the Storehouse of Perfumes. The priests

were reminded of the saying, 'We are Christ's sweet perfume'. When the

place had been cleared out, slightly repaired in accordance with their re-

quest, and furnished with // couches, they moved into it; and the King an-

nounced that he would speedily come to visit them there. Since Christmas

was at hand, the Fathers asked him to come on that day.

1580

bAnserrate: 68

The priests' new quarters were rendered very noisy on account of their

nearness to the scribes, who were continually thronged by crowds of

clients. The King, therefore, as a sign of favour to the priests and

without their knowledge, ordered these scribes to move away.
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1582

Letter from Fr. Acquaviva to Fr. Vicente

Correia-fonso: 111

One of these last days one of the leading men of the King's court, a

learned and talented person, one of the King's closest friends, who for

some time had been frequently inquiring concerning our religion, approached

me and said that he believed in the Blessed Trinity and the Incarnation;

this was on the vigil of the feast of Saints Peter and Paul. Soon after,

one night he came to my house. He entered the chapel and said prayers in

the manner we do. He then told me that he had already renounced his reli-

gion and Mohamet and wanted to become a Christian, and that I should teach

him what appertains to our religion. I am now instructing him, but I will

not baptize him for a long time. For I am afraid lest he should do this to

become more acquainted with the King's intentions or to curry favour with

him; for these Muslims-are big dissemblers. If however, as it is to be

hoped, he is serious in his intentions, this will be the first convert in

this region. May the Lord grant it.

1610

du Jarric: 24

Sometime after these visits and disputes, Echebar, learning that the house

in which the Fathers were lodged was inconvenient for them, owing to the

din and bustle of the crowded thoroughfare in which it was situated, pro-

vided a more suitable residence for them within the precincts of his own

palace. He did this partly from a desire to have them near at hand, so

that he could visit them more often, or send for them whenever he wished,

or had leisure to see them.

au, Asaf

1028/1619

TJ: II,81
On Thursday, the 15th, Asaf Khan prepared a grand assembly and a royal

entertainment in his own house, which is a very fine and pleasant place,

and begged to be allowed to receive me. At his request, giving him the

dignity of acceptance, I went there with the ladies.
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Leades, William

1584

Fitch: 18

I left William Leades the jeweller in service with the king Zelabdinus

Echebari in Fatepore, who did entertain him very well, and gave him a house

and five slaves, an horse, and every day sixe S.S. in money.

Haryam Makani

990/1582.

TA: 11,558

In short on Thursday the 19th of the month of ShaCban, His Majesty the

King of august destiny, went to the palace of Her Highness Mariam Makani,

in order to carry out the auspicious weighing ceremony of the world-Shah-

zada Sultan Salim. The Shahzada was according to the usual custom, weighed

against gold, silver, etc., and the whole of those things were offered to

faqirs and deserving people.

Mubarak, Shaykh

1582

Letter from Fr. . Acquaviva to Fr. C. Acquaviva

Correia-Afonso: 103-04

The fourth reason is that there is here an old man, the father of the

King's secretary [Abu'l-Fazll, the secretary in whom he has the fullest

confidence in what appertains to the law. This old man has abandoned the

world and gives proof of great virtue and is very much given to the con-

templation of // divine things. He seems ready and disposed to receive the

light of the faith; he is very friendly with us and wants to hear of our

law, and we have visited him in his own home several times to our great

consolation.

Portuguese

1580

Letter from Fr. Benriques to Fr. Peres

Correia-Afonso: 23

He is very happy with the Portuguese he has here, and grants them fa-

vours, and he desires that many more of them should come and live here, and

he provides them with houses reserved for this purpose. To those who wish
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to leave he not only gives them permission to do so easily, but also pro-

vides them with mounts and guards and a firman so that his commanders may

convey them safely from place to place. With such a firman, a man can

travel greatly at ease until he reaches our territory. He also grants them

money to cover the travelling expenses according to the status of the indi-

viduals.

Sulayman, Mirza

983/1575

ST: 11,219

After they had finished their repast he granted his request for assistance,

and promised him aid with such money and troops, as might enable him to

reduce Badakhshan, and had apartments prepared for the Mirza in the tower

of the Hatyapul, where was the Naqarah-khana.

983/1575

TA: 11,478

... (the emperor) made the Mirza promises of help and troops, and assigned

to him a place of residence in the neighbourhood of the imperial palace.

See also: Hatyapul and Naqqarakhana.

Turab, hir Abu

987/1580

AN III,410-12

One of the occurrences was the return of Mir Abu Turab from the Hijaz.

It has been stated that he had been appointed to the high office of leader

of the pilgrims. At this time news came that he had completed his journey

and was bringing an impression of the Prophet's foot; may the Peace of God

be upon him and on his familyl... The stages were arranged, and the offi-

cers placed the stone on the head of reverence and conveyed it in turn to

the capital. In accordance with instructions they placed it in the Mir's

house.
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Qarar-i Vaqi a-Navis

981/1574-75

AN: III,167

One of the great institutions was that of a Record-office. It was at

this time of smiling fortune that the idea occurred to H.M. An order was

issued and it was decreed that whatever proceeded from the court should be

recorded so that the officers might have a valuable assistance, and that

the administrative orders might be preserved. God be praised! for that

what was formed in the hidden chamber of the holy heart was carried into

effect. By this excellent device the religious service suitable to the

condition of society was performed! The details of these great laws are

given in the concluding volume.

1580

Nonserrate: 205-06

I have already mentioned that Zelaldinus has seven chief counsellors,

one for each day of the week. In the same way he appoints four or five

secretaries, out of a body of scribes, for duty each day. These secreta-

ries write down all the business transacted by the King, all the measures

he takes, and all the orders he issues. They take down what he says with

such speed that they appear carefully to catch and preserve his words be-

fore they can fall to the ground and be lost. This somewhat superstitious

custom would seem to have come down from the days of those old Persian

kings who--according to the // books of Daniel, Esdras and Esther in the

Holy Scriptures--maintained the same system of scribes: in their case

indeed these scribes were called chroniclers, because it was their function

accurately to record in their journals and note-books every event which

happened. Such is the childish folly of these scribes that the fools think

it the act of a boor and a savage even to tread upon the King's shadow.

General

AIN: 1,268-69

REGULATIONS REGARDING THE WAQICA-NAWIS

Keeping records is an excellent thing for a government; it is even ne-

cessary for every rank of society. Though a trace of this office may have

existed in ancient times, its higher objects were but recognized in the

present reign. His Majesty has appointed fourteen zealous, experienced,

and impartial clerks, two of whom do daily duty in rotation, so that the
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turn of each comes after a fortnight. Some other suitable men are selected

as supernumeraries, each of whom is appointed for one day; and if any of

the fourteen be detained by an important business, this additional person

acts for him. Hence they are called kotal (supernumeraries).

Their duty is to write down the orders and the doings of His Majesty

and whatever the heads of the departments report; what His Majesty eats and

drinks; when he sleeps, and when he rises; the etiquette in the State hall;

the time His Majesty spends in the Harem; when he goes to the general and

private assemblies; the nature of hunting-parties; the slaying of animals;

when he marches, and when he halts; the acts of His Majesty as the spirit-

ual guide of the nation; vows made to him; his remarks; what books he has

read out to him; what alms he bestows; what presents he makes; the daily

and monthly exercises which he imposes on himself; appointments to mansabs;

contingents of troops; salaries; jagirs; Irmas money; sayurghals (rent-free

land); the increase or decrease of // taxes; contracts; sales, money trans-

fers; peshkash (tribute receipts); dispatch; the issue of orders; the pa-

pers which are signed by His Majesty; the arrival of reports; the minutes

thereon; the arrivals of courtiers; their departures; the fixing of peri-

ods; the inspection of the guards; battles, victories, and peace; obituar-

ies of well-known persons; animal-fights and the bettings on them; the

dying of horses; capital punishments; pardons granted by His Majesty; the

proceedings of the general assemblies; marriages, births; chawgan games;

chaupar nard, chess, card games, etc.; extraordinary phenomena; the har-

vests of the year; the reports on events.

After the diary has been corrected by one of His Majesty's servants, it

is laid before the emperor, and approved by him. The clerk then makes a

copy of each report, signs it, and hands it over to those who require it as

a voucher, when it is also signed by the Parwanchi, by the Mir CArz, and by

that person who laid it before His Majesty. The report in this state is

called yad-dasht, or memorandum.

Besides, there are several copyists who write a good hand and a lucid

style. They receive yad-dasht when completed, keep it with themselves, and

make a proper abridgement of it. After signing it, they return this in-

stead of the yad-dasht, when the abridgement is signed and sealed by the

Waqica-nawis, and the Risala-dar, the Mir CArz, and the Darogha. The

abridgement, thus completed, is called TaCliqa, and the writer is called

Taliqa-nawis.
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The Ta Cliqa is then signed, as stated above, and sealed by the minis-

ters of state.

His Majesty's object is, that every duty be properly performed; that

there be no undue increase, or decrease in any department; that dishonest

people be removed, and trustworthy people be held in esteem; and that ac-

tive servants may work without fear, and negligent and forgetful men be

held in check.

Qumarkhana

992/1584

IAT: 11,349

And dice-playing and usury were allowed, and other forbidden things in like

manner. And gambling houses were set up at the Court, and the Emperor lent

money to the players at interest from the treasury. And borrowing on in-

terest, and giving money away to the spectators was looked on as a branch

of economy.

Saff-i Nical
986/1578-79
LT: II,271-72

I did not consider myself a fit recipient of favour nor His Majesty a fit

object of service, and I was quite content:--

"Come that we may waive all ceremony,
You shall not rise to me, I will not bow to you."

And at long intervals I used to come and prostrate myself in the ante-

chamber and was a witness to the truth of:--

"Companionship will not arise,
Where dispositions are not congenial." //

And afterwards according to destiny:--

"I saw that seeing thy face from afar was pleasanter,
I left thy companionship, I ceased to be a spectator."
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Sahat
1045/1635

PR: 1, part 2,105

He [Shah Jahan] stopped in this pleasant dwelling (makan) for three

days. From there (the Garden of Nur-Manzil), after two marches and one

halt, he made the sahat (courtyard or inner part) of Fathpur the place of

encampment (mazrab) of the noble tents (khiyam) of paradisical loftiness.

See also: Bargah, Darbar, Dawlatkhana, Divankhana, and Sahn.

Sahn

979/1571

TQ: 151

On one side of the court (sahn) of that building (Cimarat) with arches

(taq) like the sky, they have raised a four-part house (chaharkhana), four

benches [or platforms] (chahar suffa), and an ivan-house (ivankhana) en-

tirely carved out of red stone. Their doors (abvab) and screens (shabak)

have been wrought in such a way that the keeper of the eight-doored heaven

cannot enter into a claim of equality except through the door (dar) of

shame and awe. On the sides and around that sublime building (Cimarat)

they have constructed workshops (karkhanahayi sarkar) especially for the

royal household. A tank (tala'u) has been placed in that court (sahn), the

reservoir of whose water breathes equality with the true dawn in purity,

and in reflecting images it takes precedence over the world-displaying mir-

ror. A grain of sand could be counted on its bottom and the egg of a fish

could be seen in its belly.

Sahn-i Divankhana

983/1575-76

MT: III,84-85

The Emperor, calling the CUlama together one night in the courtyard of the

Hall of Audience, questioned Shaikh Mustafa on the truth about the Mahdawi

question, and he readily answered, and the discussion was prolonged; and

Haji Ibrahim of Sirhind, in accordance with his vile disposition, was over-

bearing in the argument, and vexed the Shaikh; and I also related circum-

stantially and at length what I had found in the commentary on the Gulshan-
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i-Raz, a work by Shaikh Muhammad-al-Ahji, who was the immediate disciple of

Mir Sayyid Muhammad-i-Nur Bakhshi, who also, in his time, had set up a

claim to being the Mahdi, and had brought various troubles on himself

thereby. // ...He was very feeble, and in that very assembly a basin was

brought to him, and he brought up a great quantity of blood. It seems that

after he received leave to depart for Gujarat he removed the baggage (of

existence) from this transitory lodging to the eternal abode, either on his

way to his native land or immediately after his arrival there.

Sanm-i hass o CAm

1028/1619

AS: 1,126-27

The summit, slopes and plains of that quarry of conquest and victory were

seized by the tents (khayma and khargah) of that fortunate one [Jahangir or

Shah Jahan?].... // ... Following the noble imperial orders, the private

and public courtyard (sahn-i khass va Camm) of the imperial palace (dawlat-

khana) at Fathpur was decorated according to the annual custom.

See also: Bargah, Darbar, Dawlatkhana, Divankhana, and Sahat.

Sara Parda-i I smat

981/1573

TA: 11,423

He [Akbar] himself in his sacred person also took a lance in his hand, and

mounted a gray horse of speed. On the afternoon of Monday the 7th Jamadi-

ul-akhir of the afore-mentioned year, the Sun of happiness and grandeur

shone on the palaces of Fathpur. Her Highness Mariam Makani and the other

Highnesses within the pavilion of chastity, and their Highnesses the

princes illuminated their eyes with the sight of the world-conquering

sovereign; and performed the duties of thanks offering.

See also: Haram and Shabistan.
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Shabistan-i Davlat

981/1573-74

AN: III, 167

One of the occurrences was that the cupola of chastity Qasima Banu, the

daughter of CArab Shah, entered the royal harem.

Sbhabistan-i Iqbal
General

AIN: 1,45-46

His Majesty is a great friend of good order and propriety in business.

Through order, the world becomes a meadow of truth and reality; and that

which is but external, receives through it a spiritual meaning. For this

reason, the large number of women--a vexatious question even for great

statesmen--furnished his Majesty with an opportunity to display his wisdom,

and to rise from the low level of worldly dependence to the eminence of

perfect freedom. The imperial palace and household are therefore in the

best order. //

His Majesty has made a large enclosure with fine buildings inside,

where he reposes. Though there are more than five thousand women, he has

given to each a separate apartment. He has also divided them into sec-

tions, and keeps them attentive to their duties. Several chaste women have

been appointed as daroghas, and superintendents over each section, and one

has been selected for the duties of writer. Thus, as in the imperial offi-

ces, everything is here also in proper order. The salaries are sufficient-

ly liberal. Not counting the presents, which his Majesty most generously

bestows, the women of the highest rank receive from 1610 to 1028 Rs. per

mensem. Some of the servants have from 51 to 20, others from 40 to 2 Rs.

Attached to the private audience hall of the palace is a clever and zealous

writer, who superintends the expenditure of the Harem, and keeps an account

of the cash and the stores. If a woman wants anything, within the limit of

her salary, she applies to one of the Tahwildars (cash-keepers) of the ser-

aglio. The Tahwildar then sends a memorandum to the writer, who checks it,

when the General Treasurer makes the payment in cash, as for claims of this

nature no cheques are given.
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General

AIN: 1,46-47

The inside of the Harem is guarded by sober and active women; the // most

trustworthy of them are placed about the apartments of his Majesty. Out-

side the enclosure the eunuchs are placed; and at a proper distance, there

is a guard of faithful Rajputs, beyond whom are the porters of the gates.

Besides, on all four sides, there are guards of Nobles, Ahadis, and other

troops, according to their ranks.

Whenever Begams, or the wives of nobles, or other women of chaste char-

acter, desire to be presented, they first notify their wish to the servants

of the seraglio, and wait for a reply. From thence they send their request

to the officers of the palace, after which those who are eligible are per-

mitted to enter the Harem. Some women of rank obtain permission to remain

there for a whole month.

Notwithstanding the great number of faithful guards, his Majesty does

not dispense with his own vigilance, but keeps the whole in proper order.

See also: Haram and Sara Parda-i CIsmat.

Ikur-i Shahanshahi
981/1573

TA: 1,406-07

As the petitions of the Khan-A'azam asking for reinforcements arrived

in rapid succession, his majesty the khalifa-i-ilahi summoned the managers

of the imperial affairs, and the superintendents of the direction of im-

perial works, and ordered them to prepare the equipages for the expedition.

As the first expedition had lasted for a year, and the victorious troops

had, on account of the prolonged period, become destitute of the necessary

equipments, and they had not had so much time since their return, that they

could collect money from their jagirs, and repair the deficiencies in their

accoutrements, his majesty the khalifa-i-ilahi opened his hand, which was

liberal like the sea, to disburse money; and bestowed in the shape of

allowances and rewards much gold and unbounded treasure from his full

treasury on the army which was splendid like the firmament; and he also be-

stowed much attention in providing munitions of war. He sent on in advance

in charge of ShujaCat Khan the imperial // equipage, and making every ar-

rangement for marching quickly, he made over some of his own horses to

169



IMPERIAL AND CIVIC STRUCTURES

Khwaja Aqa Jan, so that they might accompany it. He also gave orders to

the great officers of the diwani (the revenue or fiscal department), that

they should be very prompt in arranging all matters connected with the

troops, who, in this expedition were to attend on his magnificent stirrups.

Whatever was fashioned by the amirs, who were attending to the various

matters, Sazawals carried the same day, out of the city, and conveyed it to

the equipage that was to go in advance.

See also: Farrashkhana, Kargah, Karkhana, and Pishgah-i Huzur.

Walls and Gates

979/1571

TQ: 151

His Exalted Majesty also gave an indication that at the time when the

reflection of the attention of jamshid of the sun shone on the autumnal

constellation, sharp-witted engineers (muhandisan) and hardworking archi-

tects (miCmaran) should draw the picture (surat) of a city (shahr) con-

sisting of a wide rampart (sur) the circumference of whose wall in Akbar-

shahi zira c (cubits) ... and the height of the wall from the foundation

(bunyad) to the top of the battlements (shuraf) would be approximately

thirty gaz. On the sides there are wide gateways (darvazaha). It is hoped

that very soon it will be completed.

981/1573

TA: 11,420

He also gave orders, that eloquent writers should occupy themselves in

writing letters announcing and describing the victories; and sent them to

the various quarters of the imperial dominions. The heads of Muhammad

Husain Mirza and Ikhtiyar-ul-mulk were taken to the capitals of Agra and

Fathpur and were suspended from the gates.

1580

monserrate: 31

Passing over the other remarkable features of Fattepurum, I must mention

that the citadel is two miles in circumference and embellished with towers

at very frequent intervals, though it has only four gates. The Agarena

gate is to the east, the Azimirina to the west, that of the Circus to the
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north, and that of Daulpurum to the south.

1580

Nonserrate: 211

Noble offenders are handed over to other nobles for punishment, but the

base-born either to the captain of the despatch runners, or to the chief

executioner. This latter official is equipped even in the palace and

before the King with many instruments of punishment, such as leather

thongs, whips, bow-strings fitted with sharp spikes of copper, a smooth

block of wood used for pounding the criminals sides or crushing to pieces

his skull, and scourges in which are tied a number of small balls studded

with sharp bronze nails, (this latter weapon must I think be the one called

by the ancients the scorpion). However no one is actually punished with

these instruments, which seem to be intended rather to inspire terror than

for actual use. For the same reason various kinds of chains, manacles,

handcuffs, and other irons are hung up on one of the palace gateways, which

is guarded by the afore-mentioned chief executioner. The other three gate-

ways are guarded by the chief doorkeeper, the chief trainer of gladiators,

and the chief despatch-runner respectively.

1853

Taylor: 117

As I approached nearer, I found that this part of the hill was sur-

rounded by a lofty wall of red sandstone, with a machicolated or notched

parapet, and a spacious gate, through which my road ran. It is almost

entire, and upwards of six miles in circuit, enclosing a portion of the

plain on both sides of the hill.

Yatishkhana

1580

Nonserrate: 206

In order that the officers who are permanently on duty in the palace

may be able to perform their duties conveniently and thoroughly, the King

has had a small private office built for each of them within the precincts

of the palace. In these offices they can work undisturbed: and hence the

name of iataxqhana (i.e. house of solitude or house of quenching thirst)

has been given to them.
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