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OFFICES FOR MILCO 
N ARAHENPIT A 

Project Data 

Site: Narahenpita, Sri Lanka 
Architect: C. Anjalendran 
Client: Milk Industries Lanka Co. Ltd. 
Project Engineer: Elmo Fernando 
Main Contractor: W.G. Weerawardene, 
Colombo 
Date Completed: October 1987 
Built Area: 4530 square feet 

Below: Front facade showing entrance bay. 

T he new office building for 
Milco was designed to rest on 
existing foundations . The 
height of the foundations - six 

feet above the ground at one end -
suggested the possibility of a dramatic 
entrance and interesting gable vista. The 
various levels of the building were 
harmonised by a false rubble plinth, 
interrupted by a large carport-cum
entrance bay, through which the trees are 
visible. 

The initial sketch scheme, which was 
drawn up within a single working day 
(and which has remained unchanged in 
concept) proposed a simple building with 
its 30 foot width spanned by 6 x 2 inch 
RCC rafters incorporating steel ties where 
necessary. 

The directors disliked the old offices 
because columns inside detracted from an 
open plan arrangement and the internal 
area was inadequate. The new interior is 
mainly open plan, incorporating a 
centrally located general manager's office 
and a boardroom, both screened off by 
glass partitions. 

The clients insisted, however, on 
retaining on site an old house which had 
been badly renovated. This now abuts the 
new building. The main rooms, kitchens 
and lavatories were retained and verandahs 
were re-introduced with newly painted 
columns and 'tantric' murals. A mirrored 
screen masks the entrance to the lavatories 
from the verandah and reflects plants in 
the courtyard and the painted columns. 

The directors and staff of Milco moved 
into their new premises seven months 
from the start of re-construction and 
promptly approved the use of papier 
mache geese to discourage clutter from 
the top of filing cabinets and evoke the 
ambience of a farm. The mural on the 
gable facing the entrance (by Laki 
Senanayake) and the antique door inset in 
the screen wall of the board room provide 
further points of interest. 

The new premises accommodates fifty 
employees and the cost of the project, 
including air conditioning, new office 
furniture, landscaping, signs, artwork and 
architects' fees, was less than Rs. 2 million. 
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Elevation 

Plan of Lower Level 
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Below: Laki Senanayake's mural. 
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Below: Interior of the north west end. 
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Left: View of the entrance gable. 

Below: View of the mirrored screen 
masking the entrance to the lavatories. 


