
Building Study 

til 

Caribbean Sea 

Project Data 

Location: Cordoba, 
Argentina 

Client: Radiodifusora 
Mediterranea S.R.L. 

Architect: Miguel Angel Roca 
Suiface: 2,500 square metres 
Completed: 1987 
Cost: US$1 million 

Text by the Editors on 
the basis ofinformation 
provided by the architect, 
Miguel Angel Roca. 
Photographs and plans 
courtesy of the architect. 

Radio Station L V2, Cordoba, 
Argentina 

A n existing building in the 
centre of the city, pre
viously used as a factory 
was acquired by the 
client, who wished to lo
cate his radio station inside 

the city rather than on the outskirts as is 
frequently the case for communications 
facilities. Architect Miguel Angel Roca 
took the notion of centrality a step further 
by introducing a central, enclosed 'plaza' 
space within the converted premises, so 
that visitors could come in off of the street 
and watch what was going on. 

To accomplish this, while at the same 
time accommodating all of the station's 
broadcasting facilities, Roca had to in
crease floor space within the building -
which was done by excavating below 
ground level, not easy when there proved 
to be an underground river just below. 
Existing columns of twenty centimetres 
thickness were reinforced to eighty cen
timetres to support the second floor, and 
even one of them increased to two metres 
thickness under the bridge! The latter was 
not entirely dictated by structural needs 
but in order to emphasise its architectural 
presence in the central space (since it 
couldn't be removed anyway) . Moreov
er, the columns had to be reinforced to 
meet new anti-seismic codes as Cordoba 
lies in an earthquake zone. 

A prerequisite for any broadcasting 
facility is acoustical control of the highest 
order, particularly isolation when activi
ties are occurring simultaneously. But 
not necessarily visual isolation. Roca in-
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troduced a central space so that em
ployees, as well as visitors, could observe 
one another through glazed partitions on 
either side of this 'basilica-like' space with 
three 'naves'. He sought to reduce the 
usual compartmentalisation of such facili
ties and to maximise contacts. 

In order to bring natural light down 
into the plaza space, skylights were cre
ated. However, an undulating, perfo
rated metal sheet has been suspended 
above the space, almost cloud-like in 
appearance, to diffuse the light. A palette 
of bright colours has been used through
out the interior to animate the spaces and 
to accentuate certain elements. 

The exterior facade has been treated in 
such a way as to recall the 1930's, the 
'great era' of radio before the advent of 
television. Hence the introduction of the 
two glazed towers which are lit at night. 
A large, triangular window on the street, 
harbouring a tree, brings daylight into 
the auditorium or reveals activity inside 
as well when lit at night. The exterior of 
the facade is composed of white, grey, 
and blue cement blocks - the blue pig
ment being incorporated into the cement 
at the time of manufacture (and white 
achieved with white cement). 

Below: Detail of the main facade of L V2 Radio 
Station, with the triangular window of the au
ditorium. 
Below, right: The completed Radio Station con
verted .from an early 20th century factory building. 
One entrance serves visitors (foreground) and the 
other for employees and the auditorium only. At 
night the glass towers are lit internally. 



Ground floor plan First floor plan 

Elevation of the main street facade 
Section 
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Preceding pages: The central space, between offices 
and studios (left) and auditorium (right), has been 
.fUrnished with benches, fountain, and rifreshments 
bar. Principal entrance for visitors is at right rear. 
Left: View from the auditorium into the central 
'plaza' space of the building. 
Top: Axonometric drawing of the LV2 Radio Sta
tion, showing the arrangement of studios, offices and 
auditorium flanking the central space. 
Above: Interior of the auditorium. 
Right: A recording studio in the Radio Station. 

jl 
f..Y:--",,"~~(L_' -.J 

59 

Miguel Angel Roca is an 
Argentine architect trained in 
Cordoba and in the Masters' 
studio of Louis Kahn in the 
U.S.A. He has worked in 
Aftica and in Hong Kong as 
well as having lectured 
worldwide. Roca has built 
extensively in his city and 
province of Cordoba and 
teaches regularly at the 
Faculty of Architecture in 
Buenos Aires. 
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