
Project Data 

Hotel Tichka, 146rool11s, 8 
suites. 

Architect: Charles Boccara 
Client: MI'. Mehdi 
Aimarah, Societe Pal'adise. 

Decoration: William Willis 
Total Al'ea: 14,600squal'e 
metl'es 

Cost: USs55 million 
Contractol': S.M.E.c.c. 

(Morocco) 
Woodwol'k: Maatallah 
Electl'icity: Bequal 
Completion: 1986 

Text and plan-section 
cou/,tesy of the architect. 
Photographs by 

Brian Brace 
Taylor. 

Hotel Tichka, Marrakesh 

T he quality and force of an 
answer to a question very 
often depends upon the 
manner in which the 
question is formulated to 
begin with. Such was the 

case with the programme for the Tichka 
where the client Mehdi Aimarah, a man 
of considerable taste, culture and experi
ence, raised the following challenge: cre
ate spaces for reception and lodgings for 
travellers that would evoke qualities of 
being the guest of a Moroccan prince at 
the tum of the century. 

Essentially, this involved carefully cir
cumscribed or defined spaces of medium 
scale for the entrance hall , lobbies, 
Moroccan restaurant, and the bar. Each is 
rendered important and its character 
elaborated in a special way. Apart from 
attempting to create spaces that might be 
analogous in their atmosphere to late 
19th-century Moroccan palaces, a fun-
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damental desire was to avoid the "inter
national hotel syndrome" where spaces 
have multiple activities crammed into 
them. They become characterless catch
alls. Attention to the specificity of rooms 
for certain activities was also applied to 
the galleries and corridors for circulation. 

While the scale and quality of the 
architectural solution was a primordial 
consideration, the task of rendering the 
whole "home-like" (in a princely fashion, 
of course) was greatly facilitated by the 
expertise and taste in decoration of Mr. 
Bill Willis. His sense of colours, mate
rials, lighting, etc., contributes to the air 
of richness and pageantry present in the 
hotel, achieved quite often with only 
modest investment. 

Below: Entl'ance esplanade of the hotel. 
Bottom: West facade of the hotel. 
Bottom, left: Detail of the projecting extension of 
the salon in the Pasha's suite of the hotel. 
Right: View of the gal'den facade and pool. 
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Left and above: Detail of the main sitting room 
(lobby) looking outwards toward the pool. It is a 
double-height space with seating alcoves at the mez
zanine level. 
Right: View of main sitting room and mezzanine
level salons which have greater privacy. 







Left: View from the main sitting area through the 
bar to the dining room. 
Above and right: Views 0.( the dining room. 
Below, right: Detail view if the bar. 
Below, for right: Conidor leading to the restaurant 
with traditional Moroccan cuisine. 
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Above and left: Double-height space (lounge) 
around which rooms are arranged. 
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