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Contemporary Arab Architecture 

i ..... IRAQ 

The architects of the Gulf States: 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates, Yemen and Oman. 

The divergent history of the countries on the 
Arabian Peninsula as well as their architectu
ral heritage is only now in the process of being 
investigated. In several parts of the region, 
especially in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates, the architectural situa
tion is dominated by large-scale building prog
rammes which are radically changing the natu-
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This article by Udo 
Kultennann is the sixth in 
this series dealing with the 
contemporary architecture of 
the Arah world. 

Arabian Sea 

K uwait is a small country 
to the north of the Ara
bian Gulf covering an 
area of 17,656 square 
kilometres (6,816 square 
miles) and has a popula

tion of 160,000 and has grown ill only a 
few years from a small fishing village into 
one of the richest and culturally signifi
cant cities in the world. The two other 
smaller cities are Hawalli with around 
130,000 and Salimiya with 114,000 in
habitants. The form of government in 
Kuwait is a monarchy with Amir Shaikh 
Jaber aI-Ahmed al-Sabah (born 1928) as' 
the ruler. Kuwait is presently the country 
with the highest per capita income in the 
world. 

Bahrain is a small group of islands in 
the Gulf covering an area of only 622 
square kilometres (240 square miles) with 
a population of around 361,000. The 
capital Manama has an estimated popula-
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ral and urban environment to an extent and a 
speed that is unrivalled in any other part of the 
world. (Saudi Arabia will be covered in the 
concluding article of this series.) 

The international implications if the oil 
rich states in the region cannot be overesti
mated, and this relationship between the vast 
resources and the relatively small populations 
has led to an astounding social and cultural 
renaissance, and a very high standard of living. 
The architectural solutions will only in future 
times be appreciated for their achievement. 

tion of180,OOO and a second city, Muhar
raq, has 50,000 inhabitants. The ruler of 
Bahrain is the Amir Isa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa (born 1933). Oil was discovered 
here in 1932 (the first o'h the Peninsula), 
beginning the great transformation. As a 
centre of trade since ancient times, 
Bahrain continues as a banking centre . 

The State of Qatar is a small country 
on a peninsula east of Bahrain covering 
an area of11,400 square kilometres (4,400 
square miles) with a population of 
around 220,000. The capital of Qatar is 
Doha with 200,000 inhabitants; another 
town is AI-Khor and the industrial centre 
is Umm Said, south of the capital. The 
ruler of Qatar is Shaikh Khalifa bin Ham
mad al-Thani. 

The United Arab Emirates is a federa
tion of seven small sheikdoms at the 
southern end of the Gulf which was 
formed in 1971 . The total area covers 
85,470 square kilometres (32,999 square 
miles) with a population of about 
950,000. The capital is Abu Dhabi, the 
largest city in the United Arab Emirates 
with a population of about 260,000. The 
seven sheikdoms are Abu Dhabi, Dubai, 
Sharjah, Ajman, Urnm el Quwain, Ras 
el Khaiman and Fujairah. The president 
is the ruler of Abu Dhabi, Sheikh Zayed, 
and the vice president is Sheikh Rashid 
of Dubai. The per capita income in the 
United Arab Emirates is, after Kuwait, 
the highest in the world. 

The Sultanate of Oman on the south
eastern comer of the Arabian Peninsula 
covers an area of 300,000 square 
kilometres (115,830 square miles) and has 
a population of around 910,000. The 
capital is Muscat with 65,000 inhabitants, 
and Salalah with 35,000 inhabitants, 
makes it the second largest city. The ruler 
is Sultan Qaboos bin Said (born 1940), 
who has been in power since 1970. 

The two countries on the southern 
comer of the Arabian Peninsula are the 
Yemen Arab Republic and the People's 
Democratic Republic of Yemen. The 



Yemen Arab Republic, with its capital 
Sana'a, is located on the Red Sea. Within 
an area of 505,0CXl square kilometres 
(195,000 square miles) lives a population 
of nearly 5,500,0CXl. The government is a 
Republic with Ali Abdullah Sahel as 
president since 1978. The People's 
Democratic Republic of Yemen, also 
known as South Yemen, covers an area 
of 828,790 square kilometres (320,0CXl 
square miles), has a population of two 
million, and its capital is the harbour 
town of Aden. The head of the Republic 
is Salem Robea Ali. 

As most other parts of the Middle 
East, the countries of the Arabian Penin
sula, with the exception of Oman, came 
under the control of the Ottoman 
Empire. Bahrain was occupied by the 
Portuguese between 1521 and 1602, but 
Oman drove out the Portuguese in 1650. 
The British Empire played an important 
role and established several Protectorates, 
first in Bahrain in 1880, in Oman in 1891 , 
in the T rucial States in 1892 (later to be
come the United Arab Emirates), and in 
Kuwait in 1899. While the independence 
of Saudi Arabia and Yemen had already 
been recognised after World War I, most 
of the smaller countries remained under 
foreign domination. Kuwait achieved in
dependence in 1961, South Yemen in 
1967, and in 1971 several of the smaller 
sheikdoms were united in the United 
Arab Emirates. Emphasis on buildings of 

national representation and 
education can be seen in sever
al of the countries. Palaces for 
rulers and parliament build
mgs are among the most 

prominent. Completed, or nearing com
pletion, are Joern Utzon's Kuwait 
National Assembly Complex, Sir Leslie 
Martin's Palace in Taif and Reima Pieti
lae's Sief Palace in Kuwait. Utzon's 
building in Kuwait especially demons
trates the harmony between Arab tradi
tion and Western technology by structur
ing the total complex with meeting 
rooms, offices, reception halls and a lib
rary along a central street, analogous to 
the old Arab bazaar streets. A second 
module is the courtyard. The complex 
contains an air cooling system transmit
ted by water through the building thus 
combining an old form of air
conditioning with a contemporary build
ing type. All work is in prefabricated 
concrete and all construction elements are 
left visible. A factory was built near the 
site to produce the structural elements. 

Top: VIP Guest Palaces, Doha, Qatar, 1980, by 
Samir Khairallah. Photograph courtesy of the 
architect. 
Abo~e: Kuwait National Assembly Complex, 
1983, by Joem Utzon. Photograph courtesy of H. 
Shuaib. 
Abo~e, right: SiqPalace, Kuwait, 1983 by Reima 
Pietilae. Photograph courtesy of H. Shuaib, chiq 
architect, Kuwait Municipality. 

Reima Pietilae's SiefPalace in Kuwait, 
completed in 1983, provides architectural 
evidence of a close analogy to the Arab 
tradition - not only in the architectural" 
space and formal details, but also in the 
colour and ornamental systems which 
become expressive elements for a 
Kuwaiti identity. 

The Iraqi architect Mohamed Saleh 
Makiya built the palaces for the Sultan of 
Oman in Muscat and the office of the 
ruler of Bahrain; in both cases integrating 
the old urban structure and keeping as 
much of the existing fabric as possible. 
Traditional in character the buildings re
flect the client's inclination to preserve the 
old forms and physical structures. 

As in the area of government and state 
representation, m major educational 
buildings foreign architects have been 
given the largest share of the commis
sions, but there are innovative ideas stem
ming from Arab architects as well. In 
1975 the British firm Llewelyn-Davis 
Weeks designed the Technical College in 
Bahrain. Completed in 1978 the school 
includes 21 classrooms, lecture halls, a 
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language laboratory and staff and student 
housing. 

The most innovative design for a new 
campus is the University of Qatar in 
Doha, of which the first phase was com
pleted in 1983. Designed by the Arab 
architect Kamal El-Kafrawi, the planning 
and construction of the large campus was 
based on old Islamic patterns. As the 
architect stated: "I am to extend the way 
in which traditional values and lines are 
expressed architecturally, so as to streng
then the psychological link with the 
Qatari character, and ensure a sense of 
continuity in the modem environment." 
For the architect the old windtower 
houses of the region became a model for 
the ventilation of the buildings, as did the 
filtering of natural and screened light. It is 
significant that the only large-scale uni
versity on the Arabian Peninsula to intro
duce traditional elements in a new 
structural order was designed by an Arab 
architect. 

Among the major buildings designed 
specifically for cultural purposes the situa
tion is completely dominated by solu
tions from foreign architectural firms, 
such as the National Library and Cultural 
Center in Abu Dhabi by the American 
firm, The Architects Collaborative, the 
National Theatre and University of In
formation in Doha of 1980 by the En
glish firm Triad Architects & Planners, 
the National Museum in Kuwait by the 
French architect Michel Ecochard as well 
as several yet to be executed projects. The 
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closest approach respecting the cultural 
identity of the region may be seen in the 
restoration of the Qatar Museum of 
State: re-using the old palace of the Amir 
of Qatar, the work, under the direction 
of Michael Rice and built by the architect 
Anthony Irving, was awarded an Aga 
Khan A ward for Architecture in 1980. 

The contemporary architectural arti
culation of the mosque is a difficult task. 
The two new mosques in Isa town in 
Bahrain by George Wimpey give identic
al architectural expression to two diffe
rent Islamic sets, the Sunnites and the 
Shiites. 

The religious buildings by Arab 
architects differ only slightly from the 
results of foreign architects. The mosque 
by Jafar Tukan in Dubai of 1978, as well 
as his projects for mosques in Qatar of 
1981, experiment with various historic 
models as well as contemporary 
architectural forms. The most important 
architectural statement in terms of reli
gious architecture is the Kuwait State 
Mosque by the Iraqi architect Mohamed 
Saleh Makiya. Located close to the Sief 
Palace it covers a complex of 45,000 
square metres with open and enclosed 
spaces, and is dominated by a dome over 
the central prayer hall. Begun in 1979 this 
mosque is the culmination of the 
architect's work and the synthesis of his 
ealier religious buildings such as Khulafa 
mosque in Baghdad of 1963 and his pro
ject for the mosque for the Heir Apparent 
of Bahrain of 1975. In spite of its prog
rammatic traditional appearance, the 
Kuwait State Mosque has to be consi
dered one of the major architectural state
ments in the Middle East. The large 
prayer· hall dome spans 30 metres, rising 
40 metres above ground. To the north of 

Left, above: University of Qatar, 1983 (phase 1), 
by Kamal El Kafrawi. 
Left: Site plan of academic areas. Photogmph and 
plan courtesy if the architect. 
Key 
Academic 

1. College of Education, Men 
2. College of Education, Women 
3. College of Civil Aviation 
4. College of Science 

Central 
5. Mosque 
6. Library, Cultural Centre 
7. Audiovisual Aids 
8. Central Administration & Health Service 
9. Refectories, Men 

10. Refectory, Women 
11. Amphitheatre 
12. Central Services Unit 



Above: Kindergarten with its water tower in the 
Joreground, Dubai, 1976, by JaJar Tukan. Photo
graph courtesy oj the architect. 
Above, right: Qatar museum oJState, 1975 (phase 
1), by Anthony hvingJor Michael Rice and Com
pany. 
Below: Mosque in Dubai, 1978, by JaJar Tukan . 
Photograph courtesy oj the architect. 

the prayer hall is a small sahan and adja
cent to it the 70 metre high minaret. To
ward the east is the great sahan which, 
like the smaller one, has a water basin in 
the centre for the ritual ablution before 
prayer. There is a third sahan to the south 
and adjacent to it a library and conference 
centre. There is also a three-level car park 
on the main axis of approach, leading to 
the mosque, thereby accommodating the 
religious building requirements to con
temporary city traffic. 

While buildings for health care and 
social purposes have always been an in
tegral part of traditional Islamic 
architecture, contemporary requirements 
left most of the construction of major 
hospitals to foreign specialists. The En
glish architect John R. Harris built the 
State Hospital in Doha, the Rashid Hos
pital in Dubai (completed in its first phase 
in 1973), the Sulaibikhat Hospital in 
Dubai and the Al Nahda Hospital in 
Muscat, Oman. Efficient buildings 
which fulfill the requirements of modem 
international hospital design, such as the 
Salmaniya Medical Centre in Bahrain and 
the Hamad General Hospital in Doha 
have been built by the English architects 
Llewelyn-Davis Weeks. The Radiother
apy Hospital in Kuwait, by the English 
architects Triad, completed in 1969, 
transplanted the know-how of hospital 
design from England to Arabia. The 
general shape of hospital design on the 
Arabian Peninsula is dominated by the 
English architects. 

It is interesting to note that while the 
building of hospitals is overwhelmingly 
in the hands of English architects the 
most intriguing works in the field of so
cial welfare are by Arab architects. Jafar 
Tukan built a series of kindergartens in a 
number of cities in the United Arab Emi
rates, among them in Shaljah and Dubai, 
where he introduced a new building type 
into the Arab world. Though the kinder
garten of 1971-1972 by the Swiss 
architect Alfred Roth in Kuwait is built 
around an open courtyard it does not 
parallel Tukan's attitude toward the ex
pression of an Arab identity. Developed 
for the Ministry of Public Works of the 
United Arab Emirates each of Tukan's 
kindergartens contain 12 classrooms, 2 
multipurpose rooms and administration 
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facilities. A monumental water tower 
dominates the low-keyed silhouette of 
the buildings which are centered around 
square shaped courtyards. 

New buildings designed to serve 
handicapped people were pioneered by 
Arab architects such as Mohamed Saleh 
Makiya, Nabil Fanous and Basem Shiha
bi and the Beeah Group Consultants. 
Makiya's Centre for the Handicapped in 
Isa Town, Bahrain, of 1973 is a complex 
of one-storeyed spaces around an open 
courtyard. The facilities include a junior 
school and senior school, each with its 
own courtyard, assembly hall, dining 
area, dormitories and administration faci
lities. The intense simplicity of the 
architectural treatment accentuates the in
teraction of open and closed spaces. 

Commercial architecture is also 
dominated by foreign architectural firms. 
It reflects the strong economic interrela
tions with other countries and the fact 
that office buildings and banks were vir
tually unknown in the Islamic tradition. 
Large scale office and bank buildings in 
the region are Fitzroy Robinson's Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Building in Abu 
Dhabi of 1975-1978, John R. Harris' 
Dubai International Trade and Exhibition 
Centre of 1975-1977, John S. Bonning
ton's Kuwaiti Stock Exchange of 1982, 
Caudill, Rowlett and Scott's Aramco 
Office Buildings in Riyadh and Dhahran. 
The Architects Collaborative's Kuwait 
Fund Headquarters in Kuwait, Raglan 
Squire and Partners' New Bank in Doha 
and Manama and Dissing and Weitling's 
Central Bank of Kuwait. 

In comparison with this overwhelm
ing quantity of architectural realisations 
by foreign architects the works by Arab 
architects remain negligible. The Iraqi 
architects Hisham A. Munir, Mohamed 



Kuwait State Mosque under constnlction in 1983, 
by Makiya Associates. Photograph courtesy oj the 
architects. 

Saleh Makiya and Rifat Chacfuji designed 
and built commercial buildings on the 
Arabian Peninsula: Munir the multi
purpose AI-Sabah Complex in Kuwait in 
1976, Chadirji an office complex in 
Bahrain in 1970 and the National Bank in 
Abu Dhabi in 1970, a high-rise structure 
with dominating vertical features some
what reminiscent of Louis 1. Kahn's 
laboratories in Philadelphia, and Makiya 
commercial buildings in Bahrain, among 
them the Shaikh Mohamed bin Mubarek 
al Khalifa Building in Manama. Jafar 
Tukan has also built several office com
plexes in Abu Dhabi, including the 
Sogex office Building in 1975 and the 
Chamber of Commerce Building in 
Dubai in 1971. In recent years Tukan 

continued his activity in Abu Dhabi and 
Doha with a design for a large office 
tower for Abu Dhabi in 1982 and an 
office building for Dubai of 1981 which, 
when built, will take on recent trends 
in international architectural design. 
(Tukan's work was profiled in Mimar 12 
- Editors.) M odem hotel buildings 

of the Gulf have a 
completely different 
'architectural appear
ance to the traditional 
Arab khan, and, most 

of the international hotels have been de
signed by foreign firms, many of them 
specialising in hotels. The largest number 
have been designed by American 
architects; for example, Benjamin 
Thompson designed the Inter
Continental Hotels in Al Ain in the Un
ited Arab Emirates, a terraced building 
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with gardens on each level, and the Inter
Continental Hotel in Abu Dhabi with 
455 rooms, restaurants, bars and exten
sive banquet facilities. Both hotels were 
completed in 1982. The Architects Col
laborative (T AC) designed the Sheraton 
Hotel in Kuwait and the Inter
Continental Hotel in Shatjah, the latter in 
a pyramidal shape. is located directly on 
the Gulf Coast. Rader Mileto's Dubai 
Sheraton opened in 1978 and the Inter
Continental Hotel m Dubai, a 
monumental 12 storey block with an ad
joining 2 storey building for ceremonial 
purposes, was built by the architects 
Neuhaus and Taylor. 

In addition to these hotels by Amer
ican architects there have also been con
tributions by European architects. Raglan 
Squire built the Bahrain Hotel in 1972-
1975 and the Ramada Hotel in Bahrain. 
Rothermel ' Cooke built the Sheraton 
Hotel in Abu Dhabi with 420 rooms, 
conference facilities, night club, cinema 
and swimming pool. And John Harris 
built the Hilton Hotel within the context 
of his International Trade and Exhibition 
Centre in Dubai in 1975-1977. Henri 
Colboc built the Shatjah Meridien Hotel 
in the French hotel tradition, begun in 
1975 and completed in 1977. The Italian 
based firm of William H . Ahrens, in col
laboration with Grazia and Frizzel built 
the Holiday Inn in Salalah, Oman in 
1976, relating it to the traditional local 
architecture of Oman, and Meinhard von 
Gerkan and V olkwin Marg designed the 
Hyatt Hotel in Abu Dhabi. Perhaps the 
most spectacular building of this type is 
Pereira's Sheraton Hotel and Conference 
Centre in Doha, completed in 1982, in 
the shape of a pyramid. A gigantic con
ference city was planned in 1977 for Abu 
Dhabi and several international firms, in
cluding Kisho Kurokawa from Japan, 
Wilhelm Holzbauer from Australia and 
C.F. Murphy from Chicago submitted 
designs, but, as yet, it is not built. 

Among the Arab architects who com
peted with the international firms are 
Jafar Tukan and Samir Khairallah with 
their individual projects. Tukan built two 
hotels in Abu Dhabi in 1977 and 1978, in 
which neither these of his other projects 
for a pyramidal shaped hotel in Abu 
Dhabi and a hotel in Sanaa, Yemen, re
flect traditional Islamic and regional 
architecture. But so far none of the hotel 
buildings on the Arabian Peninsula have 
reached the maturity and/or achieved an 
Arab identity as some hotels in Morocco 
or Tunisia, where the old tradition has 



Above: Office and Majlis Complex of H.E. the 
Heir Apparent, Bahrain, 1976, by Makiya 
Associates. 
Right: Sheraton Hotel, Doha, by William L. 
Pereira Associates. 
Photographs courtesy if the architects. 

been creatively integrated into the new 
architectural language. 

Even in the field of housing it is sur
prising to see that foreign contributions 
far outnumber those by Arab architects. 
Housing, expressed in luxurious villas 
and palaces in most cases are influenced 
by Western architecture, and could, in 
several cases, be successful in any other 
part of the world. Some examples of 
these are the Greek architect Alexandros 
N. Tombazis' residence in Dubai, with 
the landscape architecture by E.D. Stone, 
and Patrick Gwynne's project for a patio 
villa in Dubai of 1976. 

Housing schemes have been designed 
by the English architects Peter and Alison 
Smithson for Kuwait, the Swiss architect 
Alfred Roth for Ajman, the Polish 
architect Krystof Wisniowski for 
Kuwait, the Spanish firm Typsa for Shar
jah, the French architect Georges Candilis 
in Doha, Arthur Erickson for Kuwait, 
Raglan Squire for Bahrain, and TRIAD 
for Al Khobar, Dubai, Sharjah and 
Doha. Several larger schemes encompass 

total neighbourhoods, for example, 
George Wimpey's residential quarters for 
Isa Town in Bahrain, and T AC's plans 
for the Al Shaya Village in Kuwait. 

Materials are often used which have to 
be imported and technological details are 
applied which do not necessarily define 
specific Arab cultural values. This is 
typical for a large part of contemporary 
residential architecture in most parts of 
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the Arabian Peninsula, and, therefore, 
contrasts with the existing urban fabric. 
Galal Moemen, a prominent Egyptian 
architect built large-scale housing in 
Kuwait, Abu Dhabi and Sharjah without 
producing forms with an Arab identity. 
Chaditji built the Hawalli residential 
complex in Kuwait in 1968, which also 
lacks elements of Arab tradition. Even 
the more successful attempts by Arab 



Above: Private residence, one of a gl'Oup of four, 
Kuwait, 1976, by Ghazi Sultan. Photograph 
courtesy of the architect. 
Below: Souq. Shmjah, 1978, by White, Young 
& Partners/Michael Lyell Associates. Photogmph 
courtesy of the anhitects. 

architects such as Tukan in his residences 
in Dubai of1970 and apartment buildings 
in Kuwait of 1970 and Dubai of 1975 do 
not solve the question of a contemporary 
Arab identity. Makiya's housing com
plex for the officials of the government in 
Manama of 1971 introduced elements 
which could be accepted as forms of tra
ditionalliving patterns, but even here we 
see open balconies directed outward and 
a lack of an inward oriented type ofhous
ing constituting the Arab tradition. 

Market facilities in the form of souqs 
were essential parts of the old Islamic 
cities and they are only slowly regaining 
their urban importance in the new en
vironment. But the new market com
plexes in Kuwait, designed and built by 
the American firms Skidmore, Owings 
and Merrill '!TId T AC, as monumental 
multi-storey spaces are architecturally not 
part of the traditional urban fabric. 
George Wimpey built the market of Isa 
Town in Bahrain in the context of the 
new town, with octagonal shelters for 

sun protection. The produce market in 
Ajman in the United Arab Emirates by 
the firm Halcrow Group Architectural 
Practice is built within the context of the 
new harbour installation and was made 
part of the overall town planning 
scheme. Michael Lyell's 1977 market in 
Shatjah in which vaulted forms accentu
ated by wind towers creates a typically 
Arabian market environment. Of special 
importance here is the colour scheme of 
the walls, based on blue and yellow tiles 
which are, at the same time, traditional 
and contemporary. 

There are surprisingly many buildings 
for sports and recreation and famous 
architects from other countries have de
signed stadium complexes of 
monumental scale, Paul Rudolph for 
Dammam, and Scott Brownrigg and 
Turner's Leisure Centre in Dubai even 
includes an ice-skating rink. Arab 
architects have also contributed to this 
building type, which has little precedent 
in the Islamic tradition. Rifat Chaditji 
built the sporting club in Kuwait in 1968-
1970 which includes a stadium with a 
seating capacity of 10,000, a gymnasium 
for 2,000, a swimming-pool, 2 squash 
courts and administration offices. Cha
ditji also designed three other sport facili
ties in Kuwait, the Qadisiyya Sporting 
Club and the AI-Arabi Sporting Club in 
1971, and the Khadima Sporting Club in 
1973. Ahmad Ajjadar designed the 
Muharraq Sports Club and the Al Ahli 
Sports Club in Bahrain, and there are a 
number of other works in most of these 
countries by other architects. 

It is evident that in regard to buildings 
for industry, water technology and trans
portation, Arab architects are at a great 
disadvantage in comparison to the large 
international architectural and engineer
ing firms which have specialised in these 
tasks for a long time. The new and spec
tacular airports in the major cities, for 
example, are all built by foreigners, be
ginning with Minoru Yamasaki's 
pioneering design for Dhahran Interna
tional Airport of 1963, which has since 
been enlarged to fulfill new demands. 
The Dubai International Airport, de
signed by the English architects Page and 
Broughton and completed in 1971, has 
become a major traffice centre and service 
station for jumbo-jets. The nearby Shar
jah International Airport was designed by 
Sir William Halcrow and Partners in 1979 
as a system of domed spaces. One of the 
more recent completed airports is that by 
Kenzo Tange for Kuwait, in 1980, con-
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ceived in a "V" shape, figuratively re
sembling the form of a jet plane. 

Among the many factories on the 
Arabian Peninsula several have been built 
to handle the desalination of seawater and 
prefabrication of building materials. 
Perhaps the most spectacular structures 
are the water towers in Kuwait designed 
by the Swedish engineer Sune Lind
stroem and built by Dyckerhoff and 
Widman from Germany. The Kuwait 
Tower by the Danish architect Malene 
Bj0rn, built in 1977 (and awarded an Aga 
Khan A ward for Architecture in 1980) 
has become a landmark of the city of 
Kuwait. It consists of three towers of 
different heights with restaurants, 
cafeterias and club facilities above the wa
ter reservoirs. 

But, beyond the imagination of most 
architects and engineers from foreign 
countries or the Arab world is a design 
by the American sculptor Christo for the 
mastaba of Abu Dhabi. Dedicated to 
Sheikh Zayad, the mastaba will be taller 
than the Cheops Pyramid near Cairo, 300 
metres wide, 225 metres deep and 150 
metres high. The pyramid will be con
structed with thousands of sand-filled 
used oil barrels, " the material of the re
gion", and stand as a symbol of oil civi
lisation throughout the contemporary 
world. 

Among the Arab architects from 
Egypt with commissions on the Arabian 
Peninsula are Galal Moemen who built 
several buildings in Qatar, Al Ain, Abu 
Dhabi; and Abdalla A. Attia, who de
signed the Ashish Housing in Kuwait. 
There are also several Iraqi architects 
working in the Gulf, notably Makiya and 
Munir. Another large group of architects 
came from Lebanon and Palestine to the 
Arabian Peninsula, among them the great 
planner Saba George Shiber, who was 
born in 1923 in Jerusalem and died in 
Germany in 1968. His work was a basic 
investigation of major Arab cities culmi-. 
nating in his books "Faces of the City", 
Kuwait 1962 and "The Kuwait Urba
nization", Kuwait 1964. The architect 
Samir Khairallah came from Lebanol1, as 
did Amine EI-Sharif now working in the 
office ofRolfGutbrod in Berlin, andJafar 

. Tukan who had large commissions in the 
United Arab Emirates. 

Only a relatively small group of Arab 
architects were actually educated on the 
Arabian Peninsula, among them the 
senior partners of the Kuwaiti Engineers 
Office (KEO) with Basil Hassan as the 
senior partner. 



Above: Sports club, Doha, by Triad Cico. Photo
graph courtesy of Leighton Gibbins Arps. 
Right: Sharjah International Airport, 1978, by 
Halcrow Architectural Practice. Photograph cow'
tesy of the architect. 
Below: The Kuwait Water Tower, 1976, by 
Malene BjIJrn and VBB (Vallenbyynadsbryan). 
Photograph courtesy of the architect. 

B ut of the given conditions of 
change and immediate re
quirements, as well as by 
reason of rapid social re
form, the commissions of 
most of the vast architectural 

programmes are disproportionally given 
to international firms who are creating an 
inbalance in the cultural identity of the 
respective countries. 

Not only are many of the major 
buildings and building complexes de
signed by architects from America, 
Japan, Italy, France, Finland, Denmark 
and Germany, but also the consultants 
and advisors are often recruited from 
these countries. Even the work force, to a 
very large extent, comes from Pakistan, 
India, Korea, North Yemen and other 
Arab states. The role of Arab architects in 
this situation is fragile and ambivalent at 
the least and a struggle for survival and 
artistic integrity is taking place. Only fu
ture development will show how far and 
how good the achievements of Arab 
architects in their own countries will be, 
and how they will compare with the best 
of international architects. 
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