
This article is based on a site 
visit and information supplied 
by the Architects Society of 
China. All photographs are by 
Christopher Little. 

Han Jia Bao Production Team 

H an Jia Bao is a small vil
lage of 164 people. It is 
sinlated at the foot of the 
famous Tang tombs of 
Qian Ling, at the bound
ary between the Wei 
River plain and the loess 

plateau in the Guan Zhong district. Han Jia 
Bao is one of the production teams of the 
Zhang Jia Bao production brigade of Qian 
county in Shaanxi Province. 

This production team cultivates 23 hec
tares of farmland, growing mainly wheat, 
com and soyabean. Wheat accounts for 
two-thirds of the total production with 
average yields of 2773 kilograms per hec-: 
tare. Each member of the team is entitled 
to receive about 200 kilograms of grain per 
year. 

r"1 

4 5 

IL c= 

~= 
21 l J 

9 
10 

l,J 

House plan alld section (dmwlI by H . U. Khall ). 

Above: General view of the house from the approach 
road. 
Right, top: The entrance to the house is an important 
elemellt in Chinese architecture. The shrine wall (visi
ble through the dOOlway) fonns a barrier to evil spirits 
who CO/I only walk il'l strOlght lines. This fOl1n 0[ 
expression would not have been allowed three or four 
years ago. 
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The 164 people are divided into 34 
households. Of the total , 51 people (of 
which 26 are women), are engaged in 
production. 

Before Liberation all but one family 
lived in cave dwellings carved out of the 
loess clay soil. Even today, 22 families live 
in caves, of which 14 are pit dwellings. 

In the past few years, due to increasing 
commune benefits, twelve houses have 
been built. These houses embody the 'desir
able' elements of housing for the villagers. 
(We were unable to learn how they were 
allocated or which of the villagers got 
them.) These new houses are built using 
locally available materials. A typical house, 
built in 1979, is the subject of this presenta
tion, as it represents the trend in rural 
dwellings. 
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1. Entrance 

6 2. Saeerl wall 
3. Rabbit hutch 

11 4. Animal pm 
5. Courtyard 

-11 6. Bedroom 
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Right: The kitchen. 

7. Covered porch 
8. Storage space 
9. Kitchm 

10. Rammed earth 
boundary walls 

Note: There are no toilets. 
The peasants use the fields. 

Far right, top to bottom: The courtyard viewed from the 
entrance - the kitchen is to the /1ght al1d the bedrooms 
are to the rear 0[ the house; roo[ tile and capping detail 
- the grey tiles O/'e locally manufactured; the elltrance 
roo[ detail follows tradition with some modification; roo[ 
edgil1g detail; view 0[ interior. 
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