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Fenghuo Production Brigade 

T he Fenghuo Production of 
the Fcnghuo People's 
Commune in Lichuan 
County, Shaanxi Province 
is located on the plateau 
north of the Wei River, 
some 65 kilometres from 

Xj' an city. The Brigade is a self-contained 
community of a population of over 1400 
people in 240 households. It has 130 hec
tares of farmland with wheat, com and 
cotton as its main crops. The buildings 
cover a built-up area of 25,250 square 
metres, with the peasants' living quarters 
covering 22,100 square metres. There are 76 
cave dwellings; each, on the average, of 16 
square metres. 

Before Liberation this village was very 
poor, continuously plagued by floods and 
droughts. At that time, of the 90 house
holds in the village, 70 were farmhands, 
seasonal workers and boatmen, some 30 so 
poor that they went begging all year round. 

In the past thirty years, the peasants have 
made major efforts in basic farmland con
struction, water conservancy and scientific 
farming. The valleys, rivers, forests , fields, 
roads have been brought under comprehen
sive and integrated control. The people 
have terraced fields which give stable yields. 
The per hectare grain output has been 
increased from 1,500 kilograms in the 
1950's to 8,850 kilograms in 1980. In the 
same period the cotton output increased 
from 300 kilograms to 720 kilograms and 
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wheat was 5,325 kilograms in the summer 
of 1981. The diversification of agriculrural 
production has been given top priority in 
this brigade. In addition, it runs an agri
culrural products processing shop, a lives
tock farm, a tool manufacturing and repair 
shop, a brickyard and a fruit orchard. To
day, light industry accounts for 52 per cent 
of the brigade's total income. 

The living standard of the commune 
members has been raised, step by step, in 
keeping with overall rural planning 
strategies. All the families have surplus 
grain and bank savings, and many of them 
have bought bicycles and television sets. 
Universal senior-middle schooling has been 
introduced in addition to a nursery and a 
kindergarten. A few years ago a reference 
and lending library was set up to encourage 
both srudents and farmers to read. A small 
medical care unit operates with the assist
ance of staff from other brigades in the 
commune as well as local residents. The 
brigade provides free of charge, education, 
housing, funeral benefits and electricity to 
all its members. 

Right, top: Carved into ihe hillside to save-agricultural 
land, is the massive Jour storey school. The classrooms 
are on the lower two floors whilst the other two contain 
dormitories. During the rainy season the soil erosion is 
substantial and the rooms become damp and are 
uninhabitable. 
Right, bottom:' Outlined against the sky, the walkways 
wrap around the hillside and provide the mtrance to the 
classrooms. 

11. C onfermce room 
2. Agricultural centre 7. MaintelUlI1ce and repair department 12. Canteen 
3. Recreation room 8. Noodle factory 13. Drying area 
4. Hall 9. Courtyard 14. School 
5. Offices and shops 10. Medical centre 15. Pig sty 
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Above: Typical entrance to a courtyard house. 
Above, right: The bedroom with its traditional brick 
built-up bed. Everything has its own place and the 
houses are kept spotlessly dean. 
Below: The back courtyard of a house. The stairs lead 
to rooms which are usually used for storage or as 
children's rooms. 
Below, right: Stairs to Schoo/. 

Typical.floor plan 1. Living room 
2. Bedrooms 
3. Kitchen 
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4. Storeroom 
5. P(g sty 
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Left, top: The locally 
manujactured brick and tiles are 
used jor every building. The 
newer houses (in the rear) use a 
concrete vault which is cheaper 
but is climatically less efficient. 
Left, middle: Inside the main 
meeting hall of the brigade, an 
interesting wood and steel truss 
was designed to allow jor the 
recessary large span. 
Left, bottom: Poster opposite the 
main meeting hall calls jor 
"Concrete effort with prime 
concern to upgrade the 
production ofjood". Such 
signboards are common in 
communes all over China. 


