
A CRITICAL SOCIAL DISCOURSE 

The rapidly urbanising Muslim world faces many social challenges. Population 

growth, influx of rural migrants and an evolving economic base all challenge 

the ability of cities to provide jobs and livelihoods. Crumbling infrastructure, 

poor and overstretched social services, rampant real estate speculation and weak 

governments put tremendous pressure on the central cities, often the loci of an 

invaluable architectural and urban heritage, while the degradation of the urban 

environment limits the abilities of a growing homeless population to take root 

and establish communities with even a minimum standard of housing. Such 

pressures stoke animosities between economic and ethnic groups, and tensions 

within the cities fray the social fabric as much as economic speculation trans

forms the urban tissue. The inner historic cities are increasingly ghettoised, 

with the middle class fleeing the historic core and economic activities actively 

destroying its very fabric. 

In light of these spiralling difficulties, the Master Jury has selected five 

projects, each of which exemplifies one facet of a solution to these problems. 

Together they not only speak to the Muslim world, but also contribute to the 

international debate about the problems of rapid urbanisation, historic cities 

and the growing urban underclass. 

The Bukhara and Sana'a projects represent valiant efforts to cope with the 

preservation of the character of a historic urban core, not just that of single 

monuments. In addition, there is a significant involvement of the local commun

ities in reclaiming their heritage. The rejuvenation of the economic base of the 

historic centre and its links with the rest of the city is clearly recognised as a goal 

in both projects, although here Bukhara is more advanced than Sana'a, where 

problems of vehicular access and solid waste management remain. 

Hafsia is exemplary in its revitalisation of the economic base and diversifica

tion of the inhabitants of the old medina. It is a financial, economie and institu

tional success. Cross-subsidies made the project financially viable as a whole, 



and the rates of return on investment have been high. The reduction of popula

tion density in the old wekalas has been successfully accompanied by a sensitive 

resettlement scheme, and the removal of the previous rent-control law has eff

ectively lifted the obstacle to commercially financed rehabilitation of rental 

units. All of these changes have been accompanied by a sensitive treatment of 

the urban fabric, including the integration of the old city with the surrounding 

metropolis. 

The Khuda-ki-Basti Incremental Housing Scheme at Hyderabad, Pakistan, 

successfully addresses the problem of accommodating large numbers of very 

poor people. Through a sensitive participatory process, the scheme succeeds in 

giving the homeless poor access to land tenure, and assists them in incremen

tally establishing homes as their means allow. The emergence of a community 

where once only destitute and homeless people eked out an existence is an in

spiring social transformation that speaks volumes about the improvement of the 

urban condition, even if the external appearance of the structures and the layout 

of the streets are not exemplary urban design. 

The Aranya housing project in Indore, India, is a unique case of a distin

guished architect intervening in support of a sites and services scheme to create 

a coherent urban design and sensitive housing models around core service 

units that can be built incrementally. By consciously reflecting the mix of 

Muslim, Hindu and other communities among the poor beneficiaries, and 

arranging for shared common facilities and social spaces, the project success

fully sets a precedent for pluralistic tolerance and co-operation. By including 

a mix of income levels, the project is financially viable, an essential ingredient 

for sustainability. 

Each project exhibits the successful treatment of one important facet of the 

problems facing urban society today. Together they make an important contri

bution to the international discourse 011 these urban and architectural issues. 


