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Designing the Istana Negara required some one and 
a half years of research into the various fundamentals 
existing in Malaysia, with respect to the culture, 
religion, and architectural forms, right down to the 
standard Malay house The results ofthis research are 
presented here in this review of the planning concept 
of the Istana Negara, the national palace of Malaysia. 

Design Objectives 

In the planning approach to the Istana Negara, the 
main objectives have been: 
. to endeavour to incorporate the Malaysian identity 
within the structure 

. to maintain the principle of not mutilating the envi
ronment, but rather to harmonise the total architect
ure as far as the environment as a whole is concerned 

Locality 

The access to the palace is from the existing lalan 
Duta. The development along the west of the site is 
all residential, and to the north of that area, more 
development is commercial On the south is lalan 
Semantan 

Land Use 

The national palace is a monumental structure, 
located on high ground, about 150 metres above sea 
level The original topography is very interesting, 
since it is undulating, it encourages the creation of 
artificial lakes. There is a lot of scope, and a lot of 
possibilities to build in and around that area. 

The Istana is designed keeping the public in mind, 
since it is not meant only for the king The southern 
side with its lake is meant for their use and this has 
facilities for the people and the tourists. 
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Features 

The building itself is a typical Malay house on stilts, 
simple, but built with very advanced technology, and 
with the few elements which are traditional and reflect 
an understanding of culture and religion - in this 
case Islam. 

Water not only represents the beginning of the 
evolution of human beings, but according to the re
search also plays an important part in Islamic arch
itecture Therefore it is an important feature through
out the planning concept; water is everywhere - in 
cascades and fountains, as you enter, in the atrium, 
and in the residential quarters 

Basic Floor Layout 

There is a grand central, formal approach to the 
Istana, and the alignment of the buildings is along the 
qibla line, facing Mecca. 

Since it was felt that the residential and official 
areas must be linked rather than knit together, the 
palace is divided into the following sections: the front 
part of the palace consists of the administrative and 
official areas, whereas the back is residential. Between 
the two is an atrium. The highest part of the Istana 
roof is elevated about 22 metres (the present Istana is 
6 metres) and this incorporates in its height the sky
ward thrust of Islamic architecture. 

The administrative and official area is technically a 
two floor building. The floor above is meant for His 
and Her Royal Highnesses. This is where important 
ceremonies and events will take place, such as the pre
sentation of credentials by ambassadors, and Rulers' 
conferences. The King and Queen's offices will be 
within that area and the operational room will be in 
close proximity. Then there is a banquet hall, with a 
capacity of 1000 persons. 

Above the atrium is the Singahsana, which means 
the coronation or investiture area, and this has a 



seating capacity of2000. In between is a multi purpose 
common space, which looks into the atrium as well as 
outside. 

Within the complex there is no visual contact with 
cars. Cars are parked within the basement area, and 
like the typical Malay house, activities of prepara
tion, cooking, storage facilities, etc, are all within the 
lower level 

The residential quarters have three levels The 
lower level is an open space, with multi-purpose 
usage. 

The Roof 

The form of the roof is derived after analysing and 
synthesising various existing structures that are pre
valent in Malaysia One of the typical features among 
the palaces in this region is the use of the Pancasuor. 
It is a symbolic form, and will be at the apex of the 
palace roof 

Each state palace has its own interpretation of the 
Pancasuor. Now how do you manage, when you want 
to design the national palace, not to favour any of the 
states within Peninsular Malaysia in the design of the 
Pancasuor? It is clearly a very sensitive issue, because 
one state may think you favour another if you are not 
careful. So, a compromise has to be developed, 
which is what was done in this case 
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