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The first faculty of engineering in Syria was 
founded in Aleppo in 1946 Teaching in this 
faculty was at that time very general, and 
was aimed at educating the engineer archi
tecturally and civilly. The number of stu
dents in this faculty was very limited, and in 
1957 there were no more than 150 students. 

In 1958,200 students were admitted. Basic 
subjects were taught in the first year, after 
which there was a choice of two courses. 85 
per cent of the students chose the civil engi
neering section, whereas only 15 per cent of 
the students chose the architectural section. 

In 1982 these two sections became inde
pendent faculties, along with two other sec
tions, electronics and mechanics. In 1967 an 
architectural section was founded at the 
University of Damascus. This section in 1982 
became an architectural faculty. Two other 
architectural faculties were founded, one in 
Homs in 1980, and the other in Latakiya in 
1984. 

The number of students in the four architec
tural faculties in Syria has reached 2200, with 
85 per cent enrolled in the two 'faculties at 
Damascus and Aleppo, and the rest in 
Homs and Latakiya. 

On the basis of its history each faculty has 
managed to keep its own personality with 
regard to its administrative status, its de
tailed programme and the level of its archi
tectural projects, despite the fact that 
teaching programmes are unified in all archi
tectural faculties in Syria. 

The student-faculty ratio is 20 to 1. Many 
assistants were recently sent all over the 
world to obtain doctorates in different archi
tectural specialities and ancillary studies so 
that they could continue their research in the 
areas required by the architectural faculties. 
This is part of a carefully designed pro
gramme for preparation and improvement 
of senior teaching staff over the next ten 
years. 

The training period for obtaining the title of 
architect in the architecturat faculties is five 
years. The academic year is based on a 
semester system, and the tenth semester is 
devoted to the preparation of diploma pro
jects. 

Architecture Education in Syria 

Aladine Lalah 

Students who have secondary school diplo
mas in the sciences must meet following con
ditions to be admitted into architecture 
faculties: 

1) The level of the secondary school diplo
ma must be at least "good". 

2) The students must participate in a tech
nical architectural competition. The test 
consists of an architectural subject drawn on 
the exam paper which the student should 
complete, improve, enlarge and modify in 
order to prove his artistic talent. (The 
majority of students train for this in architec
tural offices or in some architectural facul
ties). 

A common unified programme is worked 
out for architectural education. Architecture 
and ancillary subjects (architectural details, 
construction, theory, descriptive geometry, 
design, sculpture and model-making) make 
up approximately 60 per cent of the curri
culum. 

Ten hours a week are devoted each year to 
architecture courses until the last year, when 
12 hours are required. Urbanism and related 
projects are taught in the fourth and 
fifth years, averaging 10 hours a week, as 
well as urban sociology, averaging 4 hours a 
week. 

Added to this are the ancillary and technical 
subjects such as reinforced concrete; metal
lic construction; electrical, sanitary and 
mechanical installations; and other subjects 
necessary in training architects. 

As to the course contents in architecture, a 
student in the first year completes several 
exercises in architectural design and learns 
the methods of composition of space. At the 
end ofthe semester, he applies these exer
cises to a real project, such as the Arab
Islamic dwelling, in order to study its com
ponents, to extract its artistic values and to 
deduce its concepts and principles of com
position. 

The second semester is devoted to simple 
architectural compositions and architectural 
creation. These are applied in the study of 
two architectural projects and in various 
sketches. The themes of these projects often 
concern housing. 

At the end of the year, the student takes an 
examination in architecture which accounts 
for 30 per cent of the final grade, while 70 
per cent is based on the student's practical 
work over the year. 

The student in the second, third and fourth 
years submits five projects and eight sketch
es, and in the final year two projects and 
four sketches. The topics ofthe projects are 
chosen every year according to a general 
order importance. The architectural projects 
are realistic with regard to the programme, 
the site, their relationship to development 
and their compliance with the urban regu
lations in effect in Syrian cities. Teachers 
direct the students' attention to Arab
Islamic architectural identity in the study of 
these projects, and try to respect the setting 
and the environment with awareness of be
longing to our century, and to translate 
everything into architectural masses and 
volumes that realise the maximum of 
adaptation and comfort and that faithfully 
reflect the life of the society. These orienta
tions have given satisfactory results in terms 
of form and function. 

During the last few years, the Architecture 
Faculty at the University of Aleppo has 
accorded great importance to the problems 
of the preservation of the Islamic patrimony 
and the rehabilitation of the historic urban 
area of the Arab-Islamic city, and has re
viewed certain historical monuments with a 
view to possibly reusing them. 

The symposium on the Preservation ofthe 
Old City of Aleppo held in 1983, when I had 
the honour of presiding over the scientific 
commission, was able to attract attention 
and thus to awaken awareness in this area. 
For the first time, students participated with 
their final projects, one of which was con
cerned with the rehabilitation of suqs in 
Aleppo and the reuse of a khan. Other pro
jects presented at this symposium dealt with 
popular housing near the old town of Alep
po. These projects have been inspired by the 
values of Arab-Islamic architecture. The 
same orientation in urbanism and related 
projects is maintained in order to recover 
the Arab-Islamic socio-cultural values. The 
students of architectural theory prepare stu-



dies and analytic research on Islamic archi
tecture within the old city This has de
veloped their artistic abilities in making 
them discover the organic, aesthetic and hu
man values of our ancestors' architecture. 
The same is repeated in the area of architec
tural history, where a great part of the pro
gramme devoted to Islamic architecture and 
the Muslim city. 

In the architectural faculties of Aleppo and 
Damascus advanced architectural studies 
were started in 1984-85 A diploma in adv
anced architectural studies is awarded to su
perior students at the post-graduate level. 
The programme lasts a full year and covers 
the following subjects: 

1) Architecture (8 hours a week) 

2) Urbanism (4 hours a week) 

3) Environment and climate (2 hours a 
week) 

4) Urban socioklgy (2 hours a week) 

5) Programming and computers (2 hours a 
week). 

The subjects are covered in depth. They 
include seminar courses on Islamic architec
ture; the Islamic city and the analysis of its 
structure; factors contributing to the trans
formation of the Islamic-Arab city; and 
those that have facilitated contemporary 
urbanism. 

Students at this level prepare a study under 
the help of a supervisor of research and 
present it to a jury at the end of the 
academic year. Among those projects have 
been the following: 

1) The contemporary architectural identity 
of popular housing in Syria: the case of 
Aleppo. 

2) The problem of rural housing in Syria 
and how to improve it. 

3) The problem of teaching in Syria and the 
architecture of schools. 

4) The evolution of the architecture of the 
city of Aleppo since the beginning of the 
century 

Beginning in the academic year 1986-87, a 
diploma in urbanism will be given. These 
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will be followed by a master's degree in 
architecture beginning in 1986-87, and a 
doctorate beginning in 1987-88 

The architectural faculties have sent some 
professors to French and American univer
sities for a duration of one year each. They 
collaborate in scientific research with their 
colleagues and also give lectures that are of 
interest both to Syrian and to their host 
universities Consequently, good relation
ships were created and consolidated with 
scientific institutions and research centres in 
Europe and America. One could mention 
here the remarkable relationship between 
the Institut d'Urbanisme in Paris, the 
University of Paris XII at Creteil, where I 
personally have collaborated with colleagues 
and, in particular, with Professor Claude 
Chaline, Director of the Institute, in order 
to organise a seminar on the Islamic Era 
(the problems of Arab-Islamic cities) for 
third-year students at this Institute. This 
seminar is still going on. There are also links 
with the University of Washington in Seat
tle, USA: the School of Architecture in 
Lyon, and Weimar University in East Ger
many. At present, we are trying to work out 

cultural agreements with several other East
ern and Western universities. 

In 1976 a presidential decree enabled all pro
fessors to teach and at the same time exer
cise their profession full time in the univer
sity Offices have been set up in Syrian 
universities to study the projects and the 
problems transmitted by the state. All 
teachers and assistants in all specialisations 
work in these offices. Several contracts have 
been signed with the state to study many 
important architectural projects, either 
urban or industrial, and to offer consulting 
on socio-economic development. 

This experience has been very positive and 
fruitful for teachers, and particularly to 
assistants, as it gives them the means to train 
in actual projects and to obtain practical 
knowledge prior to embarking on HIeir 
specialisations. This is also useful for the 
students who can have training in actual pro
jects working with their teachers. This pro
gramme is at present being improved so that 
it can be better administered and possible 
negative effects on teaching can be pre
vented. 


