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Tht' architectural consequences of tourist 
development in Morocco are not insignif
icant. The country's magnificent archi
tectural heritage is in the process of 
becoming overrun by increasing numbers 
of tourists, and this problem is not unique 
to Morocco; it is a problem faced by the 
entire Third World. 

Tourism has been accorded a choice posi
tion in national economic development 
schemes. The vigilance of those respon
sible for national planning must match the 
value of the heritage which is at stake. 
The country could be fully opened to 
tourism, in anticipation of the revenues 
attending that industry. Tourists could be 
considered solely for their goods value; 
consequences to the physical and cultural 
environment could be ignored, but the 
consequences would be beyond our repair. 
The architectural manifestations of this 
position are likely to be insensitive exam
ples of commonplace international archi
tecture, or an insulting caricature or 
pastiche of tradition. 

Conversely, the countries concerned can 
carefully plan and implement a method of 
receiving tourists in harmony with indige
nous culture, capable of safeguarding na
tional dignity and able to instill in the 
visitors a new and positive attitude toward 
their hosts. Tourism could be integrated 
into a broad scheme of development con
sistent with the living tradition and re
flected in contemporary architecture. 

A country's accommodation to tourism, 
then, presents an ideological choice and 
consequently a challenge to architects. 
Insensitive modern hotels too often violate 
an urban texture or intrude upon an 
unspoiled tract of hinterland. Faraoui and 
de Mazieres have attempted, in a number 
of recreational projects, to create an archi
tecture of leisure which does not appear as 
an intrusion. Not only are these hotels 
integrated into the local terrain and evoca
tive of vernacular building styles, but they 
incorporate the talents of Moroccan artists 
and craftsmen in their interior and exterior 
finishings. 
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Six Examples 

Southern Morocco boasts a very lively 
indigenous architecture. We try not to 
imitate it, but to realize its essential spirit 
in hotels at Boumalne of Dades, EI Kelaa 
and Taliouine. The striking natural environ
ment also proved a constraint and com
pelled modest and harmonious designs. In 
an urban site, like our hotel in Marrakech, 
the robust architecture of the old town, 

innovation and spontaneity. In the resort 
villages of Malabata (Tanger) and M'diq 
(Tetouan) we have attempted a sincere 
integration with the spirit of the region. 

the texture of traditional materials and the 
volumes of the urban fabric have guided 
our conception. In the North, other con
straints are evident in the climate and in 
the Mediterranean spirit of that region. 
Grass-roots architecture is lively and in 
harmony with the old towns, yet full of 

Note 

The work of Faraoui and de Mazieres was 
shown at the seminar in the form of a film entitled 
"Taliouine-For an Integrated Architecture" The film 
was directed and produced by Mohamed Melehil 
Editions Shoof (Casablanca) 
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Boumalne du Dades 
Boumalne, overlooking Dades valley, Morocco: 
hotel by Faraoui and de Mazieres. Capacity 100 
rooms, 200 beds. Construction: walls in 
stonework, structure of reinforced concrete Air 
conditioned throughout; independent electric 
generator Interior design by Mohamed Chebaa. 
Work commissioned by Moroccan Ministry of 
Tourism, completed 1971 
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South fac,ade 

Photo B Taylor 

View from the southwest 

Photo' A Faraoui and P de Mazieres 

View southwest from swimming pool 

Photo: A. Faraoui and P. de Mazieres 
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EI Kalaa 
El Kalaa, overlooking Oued M'goun valley, 
Morocco: hotel by Faraoui and de Mazieres. 
Capacity 100 rooms, 200 beds, divided into two 
wings of sixty and forty rooms each Con
struction: walls in stonework, structure of 
reinforced concrete. Airconditioned throughout, 
independent electric generator. Interior painted 
ceiling by Mohamed Melehi, cloisters by 
Mohamed Chebaa, painted mirrors by Ait 
Amza. Work commissioned by Moroccan 
Ministry of Tourism, completed 1971 

Photos: A. Faraoui and P de Mazieres 
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Taliouine 
Near a casbah some kilometres from Taliouine, 
Morocco: hotel by Faraoui and de Mazieres. 
Capacity: 100 rooms, 200 beds. Construction
walls in stonework, structure of reinforced 
concrete. Airconditioned throughout; inde
pendent electric generator. Hotel complex com
prises three levels disposed around a terrace, 
swimming pool and interior patio. Design has 
been guided by a desire to integrate the hotel 
with the existing casbah and gardens, parts of 
which have been restored. Work commissioned 
by Moroccan Ministry of Tourism, completed 
1972 

Photos: A. Faraoui and P. de Mazieres 

View from ramparts of ancient casbah 
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Marrakech ("Les Almoravides") 
Near the Koutoubia, Marrakech, Morocco. hotel 
by Faraoui and de Mazieres. Capacity: 100 
rooms, 200 beds Construction: structure of 
reinforced concrete, partition walis of uncovered 
brick, woodwork in cedar. Airconditioned 
throughout. Interior ceramic murals by 
Mohamed Melehi, metal reliefs by Farid 
Belkaya, painted doors and hand-woven fabrics 
by Cecile Boccara. The hotel is integrated into 
the old centre of the town, and its mass is not 
visible from anywhere in the neighbourhood. 
Work commissioned by Moroccan Ministry of 
Tourism, completed 1967 

View from alongside swimming pool 

Photo: M Zekraoui 

View from a room, with the Koutoubia minaret in the distance 

Photo: Photo Bertrand 

Photo: A. Faraoui and P de Mazieres 
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Malabata (Tanger) 
Malabata, Bay of Tangiers, Morocco: holiday 
village by Faraoui and de Mazieres Capacity: 
400 rooms, 900 beds Construction: stonework 
walls, floors and wall surfaces faced with terra 
cotta tiles; plaster and masonry roughened afld 
whitened. The low building heights represent an 
attempt to harmonize with traditional Mediter
ranean housing types Work commissioned by 
National Bank for Economic Development 
(BNDE) , Club Europeen de Tourisme, Club 
Mediterranee, rooms completed 1965 

Photos: A. Faraoui and P de Mazieres 

View of a 200-room complex 

View of a 200-room complex 
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M'diq (Tetouan) 
Near M'diq, Mediterranean coast, Morocco: 
holiday village by Faraoui and de Mazieres 
Capacity: 300 rooms, 600 beds. Construction: 
low-cost local stonework, lime-bleached plaster, 
woodwork. Rooms are distributed in two wings 
flanking a general concourse containing the 
restaurant, pool, lounges, reception area Work 
commissioned by National Bank for Economic 
Development (BNDE), completed 1969 

Photos: A. Faraoui and P de Mazieres 


