
 
Doha Corniche Project 

Recommendations of the Review Committee 
 
 
The below-listed review committee met in Doha between June 30 and July 1, 2003 
and reviewed and assessed the submissions presented by the following design teams 
(in order of presentation): Atelier Jean Nouvel, Kamel Louafi Landscape Architects, 
D Paysage Architects and Landscape Designers, Martha Schwartz Inc., Patrick Berger 
Architects, and Zaha Hadid Architects. 
 
During the presentations, it became apparent that the most important design issues 
associated with the Doha Corniche Project were as follows: 
 

1. Coherent Identity of the Corniche as Doha’s image 
2. Small and Intermediate Scale Design of the Corniche 
3. Circulation and Transportation in Relationship to the Corniche and Adjacent 

Institutional Sites 
4. Landscape and Urban Linkage Back into the City 
5. Individual Projects within the Scope of the Submission, including mainly: the 

North Park, Al Bida Park Complex (with parliament, weapons museum, and 
mosque), Art and Culture Plaza, and the Area of the Port 

 
1. Coherent Identity 

 
First, the proposal by Atelier Jean Nouvel, which creates seven lanterns, an 
illuminated underwater constellation and a strong parsimonious edge between the bay 
and the Corniche, was seen to address this issue most powerfully and concisely, 
offering the prospect of a unique image for the city of Doha. The second most striking 
scheme was proposed by Martha Schwartz, Inc., especially with regards to the “white 
necklace,” a sinuous line of concrete and metal trellises. 
 

2. Small and Intermediate Scale Design of the Corniche 
 
The most appropriate, interesting, and well-developed proposal for the landscape of 
the Corniche, including adjacent road right-of-way, was made by D Paysage, 
Architects and Landscape Designers, featuring “framed gardens” and well-articulated 
tree cover, together with an alternative alignment of transportation elements, 
including a tramway system, leading to the airport. The proposal by Jean Nouvel, 
featuring additional lanes for traffic turn off and car parking was also seen to have 
merit. 
 

3. Circulation and Transportation 
 
Both the schemes by Jean Nouvel and D Paysage, which were very similar, suggested 
useful ways for resolving the slow speed and high-speed traffic issues, along the 
Corniche and the A Ring Road respectively. Each team made relatively minor 
modifications to the existing road network, but provided for better continuity and, 



therefore, for potentially better circulation. Deeper study of the issue will, however, 
be required, particularly in relationship to the future study of land-use. 
  

4. Landscape and Urban Linkage 
 
The proposal by D Passage was the submission that addressed this important issue 
most convincingly through a variety of well-landscaped roadway sections, landscaped 
malls, and/or shaded pedestrian streets; all well-integrated with adjacent existing 
buildings and building sites. The team also speculated about the infill of urban blocks 
west of the A Ring Road. However, a fuller study of land use and appropriate urban 
block development will be required. Additionally, Jean Nouvel’s scheme proposed a 
series of linkages to the hinterland, most striking of which was the “desert stream” for 
the new library grounds. 
 

5. Individual Projects 
 
Within the scope of the overall designated Corniche district, several project areas 
were discernable enough to merit consideration as partly independent projects. These 
were: the North Park adjacent to the Sheraton Hotel, Al Bida Park Complex (with 
parliament, weapons museum, and mosque), and the Arts and Culture Plaza. Also 
during the presentation, one submission addressed the seaport area in an interesting 
provocative manner. 

 
A. North Park: Both the proposals by Martha Schwartz and D Passage 

seemed to hold the most promise, with the Martha Schwartz scheme 
being the boldest and, technically, potentially the most competent. 
Both featured strong, ecological aspects, including mangroves and 
special respites for other flora and fauna. 

 
B. Al Bida Park Complex: The proposal by Zaha Hadid Architects, 

comprised of a rolling and unfolding landscape with an ensemble of 
public buildings exhibiting a variety of relationships to the ground 
plane, was the most powerful and evocative submittal. 

 
C. Arts and Culture Complex: Two very different proposals seemed to 

have the most merit. First, Jean Nouvel proposed a sculptured 
landscape and building ensemble, which he likened to a collection of 
“neurons,” covering the entire site as a continuous, yet well-articulated 
mass. Second, Martha Schwartz, by contrast, proposed a carpet-like 
elaboration of themed gardens, pools, walkways, and building 
structures to house the various components of the museums. 

 
D. Seaport Area: Here, Patrick Berger’s urban proposal for the present 

port facilities, insightfully anticipates, reuse and redevelopment, 
centered on a grand boulevard running as a continuation of the 
Corniche to the Gulf. His essential idea regarding the need to reserve 
prominent land sites for future important buildings and functions, 
seemed very appropriate, especially when over fifty percent of the sites 
adjacent to the Corniche have already been spoken for by various 
institutions and because it provides ideal development sites for larger 



urban functions like convention centers, fair grounds, and related uses. 
In addition, the light horizontal roof structures with components of 
buildings and landscapes underneath, proposed elsewhere in his 
project, could well suit this type of new development. 

 
 
Management of the overall project development should be subordinated under a 
special authority, covering a land area coincident with the project sites and extend 
inland to the A Ring Road. Land, building, and urban design regulations should be 
reviewed and redeveloped, if necessary, within this district to be applicable to all uses, 
including non-institutional improvements. All buildings directly adjacent to the 
Corniche should be subject to review by a quality commission, or similar entity, in 
order to preserve lasting coherence and appropriateness. In addition, present and 
future plans for all basic urban infrastructure, serving the district, should be 
coordinated and developed in accordance with the Corniche projects and surrounding 
land uses. 
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