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The Islamic architecture of Cairo, as monuments and as historic city, for the past
fifty years undervalued, neglected, and increasingly beleaguered on many fronts,
is currently the focus of a “massive”, but little publicized, intervention by the
Egyptian government. The “who,” “what,” “why,” and “to what purpose” are
some of the aspects of the Historic Cairo Restoration Program presented in this
report.

For centuries Cairo’s Islamic architectural heritage has lain like Sleeping Beauty in
a deep and almost undisturbed slumber, virtually ignored except by 19th century West-
ern artists or by small groups of dedicated Islamic art specialists. Now, suddenly, the
Prince of Tourism has kissed Islamic Cairo awake, and it is about to be transformed
into a new urban artifact.

The parameters of this transformation are sweeping. In its furthest reach it is
part of a global heritage enterprise; part of a wave to “valorize” architectural buildings
and their urban contexts. For conservators the emphasis on a single monument to be
valued and protected has moved, in the last quarter of the twentieth century, to the
notion of an urban historic heritage whose social and historic value should be pre-
served as part of the collective life of the country or community.1  Regionally, Egypt
will join fifteen European and eleven other Mediterranean countries to become part
of the Exhibition Trail, a project of the Museum Without Frontiers whose aim is to
enhance understanding and appreciation of the cultural heritage of European, Middle
Eastern and North African communities. 2

Furthermore, among Egyptians and foreigners there is an increasing realization
that the importance of Egypt’s cultural heritage extends beyond the Sphinx, the Pyra-
mids, and the Pharaonic past; a case in point is the new library in Alexandria (in
essence a nod to the Hellenistic past), and the Mahmud Sa‘id Center for Museums,
(opened in 2000) honoring three of Alexandria’s most famous Twentieth century

Caroline Williams is the author of  The Islamic Monuments of Cairo: The Practical Guide (Cairo: The
American University in Cairo Press), 5th edition, June 2002; and “Islamic Cairo: Endangered Legacy,”
which appeared in The Middle East Journal, Vol. 39,  No. 63, Summer 1985. She has taught courses on
the history of urban Cairo at the University of Texas, Austin, and The College of William and Mary.

1. Francoise Choay: The Invention of the Historic Monument (NewYork, Cambridge University
Press, 2001) translated by Lauren O’Connell.

2.  Al-Ahram Weekly, July 22-28, 1999;  November  8-14 1999.
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painters, Mahmud Sa‘id, and the brothers Seif and Adham Wanly. Christianity and
Islam are now also being highlighted. For example, Egypt is developing the area of
Old Cairo around the Mosque of ‘Amr ibn al-‘As, al-Mu‘allaqa or the Hanging Church,
and the Ben Ezra Synagogue as the world’s first complex of monotheistic religions. 3

Coptic Churches are being restored as part of the Seven Site Holy Family Flight Trail
through a private venture that emphasizes Egypt as part of the Holy Land.4  The
Mosques of Sayyidna al-Husayn, Sayyida Zaynab, and Sayyida Nafisa are being high-
lighted as part of a project to enhance the pilgrimage sites of the ahl al-bayt, (literally
“people of the house”), meaning the family of the Prophet.5

The most far-reaching and spectacular of the development programs announced
to date is the Historic Cairo Restoration Project, a plan that involves the Islamic monu-
ments and the historic city. This initiative emanates from the highest governmental
authority, President Husni Mubarak himself. It is the most expensive Egyptian plan so
far announced, well over £E1 billion,6  and the number of officials, supervisors, plan-
ners, workers, is the largest heretofore scheduled for an Egyptian restoration pro-
gram. Finally, not only are hundreds of Islamic monuments involved, but the historic
city7  itself is also being re-fashioned. Yet this is a project that has received very little
public attention.

This massive intervention was launched in May 1998. Decree No. 1352 created
an inter-ministerial institutional framework involving seven ministries and the Gover-
nor of Cairo, and shortly thereafter, under the patronage of First Lady Mme. Suzanne
Mubarak, the Advisory Committee for Historic Cairo Studies and Development Cen-
ter was launched with a staff of 250 people, congenial offices in a building in the
Citadel, and the latest computers and equipment.

How did this all begin? As background, let us consider the Minister, the Means,
and the Moment.

The prime mover in this transformation is the Minister of Culture, Faruq Husni.
Before he became Minister of Culture in 1987, his ties to Islamic Cairo were minimal.
Born in Alexandria in 1942, he is a 1964 graduate of the Academy of Fine Arts there.

3. Al-Ahram Weekly, December 2-8, 1999
4.  Al-Ahram Weekly, January 7-13, 1999;  July 8-14 1999. The costs are estimated at $100-150

million.
5. Al-Ahram Weekly, November 18-24, 1999. Al-Husayn was the Prophet’s grandson martyred at

Karbala, Iraq, whose head is believed to be buried in Cairo; Zaynab is his heroic sister, reputedly
banished to Cairo by the Caliph in Damascus; and Nafisa, one of Cairo’s patron saints, is a descendant
through the Prophet’s grandson al-Hasan.

6. Compare this spending with the 1982 budget of £E79 for all Pharaonic, Graeco-Roman, and
Islamic restorations, of which only £E9 was spent on Islamic, Coptic, and Jewish Cairo.

7. There is as yet no clear definition of the term. When the plan was announced in 1998 all references
were made to “Fatimid Cairo,” the area from the North Wall to the South Wall and from Shari` Port Sa`id
to Salah Salim. Another term used is “Islamic Cairo,” which extends Fatimid Cairo to the environs of the
Mosque of Ibn Tulun; and finally, the term “Historic Cairo,” adds Fustat, and the southern and northern
cemeteries. Many of the monuments in these areas are featured in the video Cairo: 1001 Years of Art and
Architecture (2000) distributed by Fons Vitae, http://www.fonsvitae.com.
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In 1971, after a few years as Director of the al-Anfushy Culture Palace, he was
transferred to Paris as Director of the Egyptian Cultural Center. Thereafter, he moved
to Rome where he spent the next eight years in charge of the Egyptian Academy. In
1987, after fifteen years in Europe, he returned to Egypt to become Minister of
Culture. He has been an enduring part of the government since then. Husni still con-
siders himself “an artist and a showman.” 8   At the time of the 1999 exhibition of Old
Kingdom art at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, thirty-four of his
abstract paintings were exhibited making him one of a limited number of living paint-
ers to have his art shown at the Met. 9  It was his idea to ring in the year 2,000 by
lowering a $10 million gold pyramidium on to the top of the pyramid of Cheops/
Khephren at the stroke of midnight.  Medina Magazine asked him, in its special issue
on “Conservation and Restoration in Medieval Cairo,” how he envisioned medieval
Cairo. He replied: “The area has yet to go through its renaissance.”10

A year after Faruq Husni assumed office as Minister of Culture, he fired Ahmad
Qadri, the strong-willed and imaginative Director of the Egyptian Antiquities Orga-
nization (EAO). At the same time the EAO was downgraded to the status of one of its
own steering committees and became the Supreme Council for Antiquities (SCA),
under the chairmanship of the Minister of Culture. The revenues generated by tickets
to every monument and museum in Egypt that had gone previously to the EAO were
diverted to the Ministry of Culture. These revenues are sizeable since tourism is now
Egypt’s number one foreign currency earner. Since 1993, despite unforeseen and
unfortunate setbacks, the tourist industry has grown annually by 12.5%.  In 2000, 5.5
million foreign tourists spent $4.3 billion in revenue, representing 11.3% of Egypt’s
GDP. 11 For 2005, the projected figure was 9.5 million visitors. In 1996 tourist and
special use prices more than doubled. For foreigners, entrance tickets to these sites
cost between £E10 and £E25. Tickets for the Luxor monuments are much higher.12 A
member of the Ministry of Culture, in an informal survey, estimated that the daily
ticket intake from all sites, Alexandria to Aswan, was £E3 million. Additional fees are
charged for cameras, video equipment, and for permissions to use the monuments in
presentations, advertisements, films, and special purposes. In addition part of the
tourist visa tax is apportioned to the country’s cultural heritage.

In October 1992 the Islamic monuments, long neglected, dilapidated and in-
creasingly beleaguered on many fronts,13 were further assaulted by an earthquake,
which measured 5.9 on the Richter scale, and which damaged 125 of them within 20

8.  Al-Ahram Weekly, May 27-June 5, 1999.
9.  Metropolitan Museum of Art:Farouk Hosny/Adam Heinein:Contemporary Egyptian Artists

exhibition catalogue, September 16, 1999-January 23, 2000.
10.  “A Monumental Task: Restoration or Conservation in Medieval Cairo,” Medina Magazine: Issue

13, May-June 2000, p.52, and p.55 in Arabic.
11.  Al-Ahram Weekly, May 31-June 6 2001. The Middle East, (London: IC Publicatons), Sept. 2001

#315, compares this figure to $1.8 billion in Suez Canal receipts and $2 billion in US bilateral aid.
12.  Al-Ahram Weekly, November 24-December 4 1996.  Tickets for the newly-opened Son et

Lumière at Abu Simbel cost £E 55 for foreigners and £E 16.50 for Egyptians.
13. Many of these problems are discussed in: Michael Meinecke, ed: Islamic Cairo: Architectural

Continued on Next Page
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seconds. The 14th and 15th  century structures along Shari‘ Saliba (a major artery from
the Mosque of Ibn Tulun to the Citadel) experienced the worst damage. Elsewhere
one minaret collapsed and twelve suffered cracks. One dome fell. Old cracks in walls
widened and many new ones appeared. The various reports14 agreed however that
much of the damage was really an exacerbation of conditions existing already from
years of neglect and population strain.

These three things —  The Minister, the Means and the Moment  —  coalesced
in 1998 to forge the Historic Cairo Development Project.

Let us consider first the restoration of the monuments,15 and then the plans for
the historic city.

THE MONUMENTS

In its essentials the Historic Cairo Restoration Project seeks to restore 149 listed
historic monuments in eight years, 1998 to 2006, for which £E250 million has been
allocated.16 This restoration will be accomplished in four phases. At present, 62 build-
ings in Phases One and Two are being worked on.17 In addition, 48 buildings not now
on the Monuments List will be listed and preserved.

After the building has been examined by an external consulting committee of
experts (mainly professors at the Faculty of Engineering, Cairo University), pre-
qualified contracting companies bid on the work. Construction companies, a mixture
of public sector and private organizations, which had been called in to provide the
scaffolding for these tottering monuments in the aftermath of the earthquake, have

Conservation and Urban Development of the Historic Center (Art and Archaeology Research Papers,
London 1980); Caroline Williams: “Islamic Cairo: Endangered Legacy” The Middle East Journal (vol.
39, No. 3, summer 1985) pp. 231-246; Scott Mattoon, “Time runs out for Islamic Cairo,” Al-Ahram
Weekly, March 26-April 1 1992, pp. 10-11; and A.M. Tung,  Preserving the World’s Great Cities (New
York, Clarkson Potter, 2001) chapter on “Cairo,” pp. 97 to 124.

14. J.K.Wight, R.D.Hryciw, and A.E. Naaman, Field Investigation of Damage to Islamic Monu-
ments Caused by the Egyptian Earthquake of October 12,1992 (College of Engineering, Univ. of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, December 1992); German Institute of Archaeology in Cairo and the Egyptian
Antiquities Organization, Report on the Islamic Monuments in the Northern area of Cairo Damaged by
the 12.10.1992 Earthquake (Nov.1992).

15.  In February 2001 in preparation for the 5th edition of my book, The Islamic Monuments of
Cairo: The Practical Guide, I re-visited 198 sites described in the book. It was then that I became aware
of the extent and nature of the massive intervention on behalf of the monuments.

16.  Ministry of Culture, Historic Cairo (Supreme Council of Antiquities, Cairo, February 2002) p.
8. The figures vary. In February, 1998 The Egyptian Gazette cited the cost as £E 243 for phase I.
UNESCO, The World Heritage Report on Monitoring Mission to Islamic Cairo (Egypt) 6-18 August
2001, henceforth The World Heritage Report, cites a figure of £E120 million over 8 years, p.12, and
£E134 million as given to the 4 main construction firms, p.4; al-Ahram Weekly, December 2-8 1999,
states first phase of 4 years as £E170 million; while an incomplete tally of buildings for which costs have
been cited so far comes to £E255 million.

17. Ministry of Culture, Historic Cairo (op cit.) pp. 24, 28. In addition to the 149 buildings to be
restored, 10 have been finished and 15 are being restored by foreign missions.

Continued from Previous Page
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stayed on to do the restoration work. Among these companies  —  Ruba‘iya, Samkrit,
Hassan ‘Alam Sons, Orascom, Arab Contractors, Wadi an-Nil and Aswan — all of
which are doing multiple restorations; the last three are major players.

Of these, the Arab Contractors, the company founded by ‘Uthman Ahmad
‘Uthman, is the best known. Started in 1950, this is the company which built the
Aswan Dam, the Cairo underground, the foreign ministry building, the Ahmad Hamdi
tunnel below the Suez Canal, and Cairo’s network of fly-overs.18 It now employs a
workforce of 70,000 and its work volume in 1997-98 was £E4.7 billion. But the
company’s record as a restorer is dubious. In 1980 it reconstructed rather than pre-
served the Mosque of ‘Amr ibn al-‘As, the oldest mosque in Cairo. Arab Contractors
added an anachronistic portal imitating that of the Mosque of al-Hakim, built 350
years later. A stucco panel placed there by a Mamluk Amir when he restored the
mosque after the earthquake of 1303 was removed. Exterior brick walls were refaced
with limestone blocks, and inside all the antique marble columns were removed and
replaced with new ones of pre-cast concrete.

At present, Arab Contractors is working on the Fortress of Babylon, the Coptic
Museum, and the Mu‘allaqa or Hanging Church in Old Cairo. An amphitheater has
been added to the area. The pumping out of ground water from the Babylon Fortress
is causing foundation failures. Despite the £E23 million spent on the restoration of the
Hanging Church, Father Morqos ‘Aziz has sued the Ministry of Culture and the SCA
for the irreparable damage resulting from carelessness, negligence, and incorrect
methods.19

The Arab Contractors finished the restoration of the Mosque of al-Azhar in
1999. This  £E50 million job has also been criticized.20 The façade was cleaned by
sand blasting and delicate details were lost; during the restoration the nave collapsed
from the entrance to the mihrab, and the stucco decoration around the arches was
lost and was redone. No written or photographic documentation of the work was
made despite the fact that new material (marble instead of limestone and industrially
produced colored glass) was introduced. Conservators were not consulted.

The Arab Contractors is also in charge of the restoration of the Complex  of
Sultan Qalawun, one of the seminal monuments of the Mamluk period.  The hospital-
theological school-mausoleum was built in 1284-85 during the time Sultan Qalawun
was laying successful siege to Marqab, the impregnable Crusader castle in Northern
Syria. An impartial Egyptian correspondent, who visited the monument in mid-Sep-
tember, wrote: “[Arab Contractors] has veiled the monument with netting and sur-

18.  Al-Ahram Weekly, May 6-12 1999. Obituary of ‘Uthman Ahmad ‘Uthman, who died at age 82.
Under President Anwar Sadat, when business boomed, ‘Uthman became one of Sadat’s closest associ-
ates. During the 1970s he held several government posts.

19.  Al-Ahram Weekly, August 3-9 2000. Further confirmation on the damaging work done by the
contracting companies can be found in the World Heritage Mission Report, and in the Center for
Conservation and Preservation of Islamic Heritage (CIAH), Islamic Monuments in Cairo, August 2001,
CD-Rom.

20.  Zeinab Ahunbay, Evaluation of the State of Conservation of al-Azhar Mosque (ICOMOS-
UNESCO August 2000).
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rounds it with people who recite ‘access not allowed.’ I also found that the areas they
are responsible for seem to be flooded with sewage.”21

Another contracting company with prime monuments to restore is the Wadi an-
Nil Contractors. The company is owned by ex-officers of the Mukhabarat, the secret
police, and has close contacts with the government. They are now re-restoring the
Mosque of ‘Amr ibn al-‘As, reportedly their first foray into restoration. They are
completely rebuilding the mosque. Even the tourists on a first time visit find it hard to
reconcile the hovering cranes they see with the information they hear: “This is the
oldest mosque in Africa, the oldest mosque in Egypt.” The pre-cast concrete columns
added in the 1980 restoration have been replaced, not with the original antique ones,
but with four hundred brand new ones of Carrara marble. This radical reconstruction
of the mosque at huge cost (£E12.5 million) remains controversial, especially since
authentic material is not being used.

The Wadi an-Nil Company was in charge of the restoration of the Mosque of
Sarghatmish (1356), which the World Heritage Mission Report condemned in August
2001.22  Cited as an example of the worst kind of work being done, it was criticized
for the following reasons: the rapid cleaning of the façade with sand abrasive under
high pressure which destroyed delicate detailing in the stone masonry stalactites; the
addition of new marble paneling in the courtyard, despite the fact that no original
elements remained from the marble dado or wall covering to guide such a replace-
ment; and the whitewashing of various elements of the mosque, including the distinc-
tive dome over the qibla (sanctuary). Wadi an-Nil is also in charge of transforming
the space along the 16th century Aqueduct of Sultan al-Ghuri (£E46 million); the area
around the eleventh century North Wall between Bab al-Futuh and Bab an-Nasr; and
the 15th century Mosque of Mu’ayyad Shaykh just inside the Bab Zuwayla in the
South Wall (£E48 million).

A third company, the Aswan Establishment for Construction & Restoration, is a
private company reportedly with close ties to the Minister of Culture. It is in charge
of the restoration of the Mosque of Ahmad ibn Tulun, arguably the single most impor-
tant monument in Cairo, since it has survived without major alterations from the
ninth century. The earthquake did not affect the building.  The exterior walls that have
stood stolidly for more than 1,000 years are now being injected with a consolidant,
despite the fact that the Nile Consulting Engineers confirmed their structural integ-
rity. When I asked the foreman what he was injecting into the walls, he replied frankly:
“filus” (money). Inside, all the layers of plaster have been removed and replaced.
Nobody is documenting the project and thus all possibility of establishing a history of
the earlier layers has been lost.23  The restoration has cost £E6-8.5 million. Two other
mosques which the Aswan Establishment is restoring are Qanibay al-Muhammadi
(1413) and Mahmud al-Kurdi (1395), both from the Burgi Mamluk period.

21.  This was reported to me by Monda Guirguis, in a private e-mail, Sept. 19, 2001.
22. The World Heritage Mission, p.19.
23.  “Conservation or Vandalism,” The Middle East (London: IC Publications), March 2001, p. 42;

“Breaking the Silence,” al-Ahram Weekly, April 5-11, 2001.
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 By the Spring of 2001, experts of Islamic architectural history and urban
conservation were becoming aware of the work of these contracting companies,
which at many levels caused apprehension. The concerns included:

1. The most significant problem facing the historic area is the rise of the water
table.24 Before any positive or permanent intervention can take place on individual
buildings the ground water problem must be solved. Yet this has not happened. The
Contracting companies are concerned with “cosmetic” rather than long-term solu-
tions. The rise of sub-surface groundwater as an underlying and critical factor in the
degeneration of these monuments is not being addressed. In many cases, micropiles,
(mini-pylons or cement filled tubes inserted vertically into foundations to fortify the
walls to which they are bound) were being used to strengthen foundations. These
however are expensive, and structural engineers are now questioning their efficiency.25

2. The international conservation community subscribes to the tenets of mini-
mal intervention, reversibility, compatibility, and documentation.26  In the case of
Cairo, the contracting companies were not adhering to these basic principles. Addi-
tionally few if any written or photographic records have been kept of the work done.
In the case of the Mosque of Ibn Tulun, patches of the original 9th century stucco
plastering on the brick piers were removed so that the piers could be given a uniform
appearance. It is not possible to reverse this process. In the case of the Mosque of
Mu’ayyad Shaykh (early fifteenth century), just inside the Bab Zuwayla, the arcades
around the courtyard destroyed two hundred years ago are being rebuilt. This is a
major intervention.

3. Portland cement has been used to strengthen foundations and as mortar. All
international conventions ban the use of this artificial mixture which when injected
into porous limestone (the chief building material of medieval Cairo) causes dark
spots, salt efflorescence, and is highly rigid.27 The cement expands and contracts at
different rates from those of limestone, causing the masonry to crumble.

24.  For further background into the current situation: Ahmet Evin, ed. The Expanding Metropolis:
Coping with the Urban Growth of Cairo. Proceedings of Seminar Nine in the Series Architectural
Transformations in the Islamic World Held in Cairo Egypt November 11-15, 1984 (Aga Khan Award
for Architecture, Singapore, 1985); J.L. Bacharach, ed., The Restoration and Conservation of Islamic
Monuments in Egypt (Cairo: American University Press in Cairo, 1995); Jane Seymour: “Making a
Medieval City,” Cairo Times (March 19-April 1, 1998); Medina Magazine: “A Monumental Task:
Restoration or Conservation in Medieval Cairo” Issue 13, May-June 2000; John Rodenbeck, “The
Present Situation of the Historic City” in The Cairo Heritage: Essays in Honor of Laila Ali Ibrahim, ed.
Doris Behrens-Abouseif (Cairo: American University in Cairo Press, 2000).

25.  The use of micropiles, mini-pylons used to stabilize foundations in the Mosque of al-Kurdi
raised the cost from  £E120,000 to £E2,250,000. Information supplied by the Center for Islamic
Architectural Heritage (CIAH).

26.  The Venice Charter, 1964, and The Lahore Charter, 1980, a statement for the principles of
conservation of the Islamic architectural heritage: items C 1,2,3,4, and E 1. ICOMOS: International
Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments and Sites, (The Venice Charter), 1964. See
www.ICOMOS.org/ICOMOS_Main_Page.html. UNESCO:Symposium on Conservation and Resto-
ration of the Islamic Cultural Heritage (the Lahore Statement) 1980, Lahore.

27.  Government disclaimers to the contrary, I observed this use of Portland Cement at the Khanqah
Continued on Next Page
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4. Contractors have treated historic structures like modern constructions, and
were not prepared to deal with the delicate work of fine art restoration. These compa-
nies are often awarded contracts according to the tender they submit rather than the
quality of work they do or by the number of specialists they employ. They show little
sensitivity to the original fabric of a building, to the authenticity or significance of this
fabric, or to the fact that the patina of time can be protective. In many cases it is easier
to discard the original material and replace it with replicas than to try to reintegrate it
into the structure. This is what happened to the wooden lattice, or mashrabiya, win-
dows in the restoration of the Wikala al-Bazar’a in the Gamaliyya quarter. The compa-
nies want to renovate rather than preserve, and modern technology is used lavishly in
these interventions. It is quick and cheap. The men in charge are often engineers, and
admit to knowing little about Mamluk history or medieval architectural principles.

5. There was also a suspicion that the work was being done more to stimulate
the Egyptian economy than for the benefit of the cultural heritage. Egypt’s own eco-
nomic gloom has been increased by the global downturn.28 Last year the Egyptian
pound was devalued three times, and now stands at £E4.63 to the dollar,  a 30% loss
from the £E3.40 it had maintained from 1991 to May 2000.29  It was believed that in
an effort to create jobs and pump money into the economy the Egyptian government
had created a gigantic cultural works program.

In the Spring of 2001, there was thus widespread fear among the community of
experts that the fate that befell the Fatimid monuments at the hands of the Bohra sect
would befall the rest of Islamic Cairo. The Bohras, a community of Isma‘ili Shi‘is
primarily from India, trace the antecedents of their sect to the Fatimids. In the 1970s
the Egyptian Government gave them a free hand to restore a number of Fatimid era
monuments (969-1171 A.D.). The Bohras paid for the restorations. They began with
the Mosque of al-Hakim, 1000 A.D., which was completed in 1980 to cries of dismay
and outrage from the Islamic art world. White marble was used to pave the courtyard
and to cover the sanctuary wall. The ablutions fountain in the courtyard was shaped
like a lingam. Anachronistic ornamentation was placed over the mihrab and gilded. A
large cut glass chandelier illuminated the central aisle. None of this was authentic for
the Fatimid period.

Since 1980, the Bohras have worked on all the monuments of the Fatimid pe-
riod, except the gates and walls of the city and the Mosque of Salih Tala’i‘. The result
is not preservation or restoration, but totally new creations. Sadly, Cairo has lost its
Fatimid buildings as an authentic architectural legacy and as a research tool.

With this powerful example already evident, why was the protest to the work
being done by the contractors so slow in occurring? For one reason, in order to realize
the scale and nature of the change one must make a determined effort to investigate

Continued from Previous Page
of the Amir Shaykhu; Mosque of Qanibay al-Muhammadi; Mosque of al-Kurdi; Mausoleum of Sultan
Qaytbay, and the funerary complex of the Amir Qurqumas in February 2001.

28.  “Egypt’s economy,” The Economist , January 5, 2002.
29.  Al-Ahram Weekly, December 20-26, 2001.
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monuments widely scattered and often hard to get to. Few people were thus aware of
what was happening. For the most part decisions are made hierarchically and changes
are instituted without a common referendum. The people who live in the historic
district have no clout; they are powerless to act once a decision has been made and the
contracting companies have moved in. Citizens in other areas of this vast city30 who
might be concerned often do not have the means or the energy to address an issue they
feel is distant from their daily struggle for survival. One urban specialist observed
that in other cities in the world, the impetus for historic preservation is civic pride and
identity, but a similar sense of civitas has not developed in Cairo, perhaps because so
many of its citizens are marginalized and live outside the legal framework.31 Foreign
institutions may be aware of the problem, but find it difficult to get involved. They
can promote alternative approaches in their own activities, but cannot berate in public
the governmental institutions on which they themselves must depend for cooperation
and approval.

In August, 2001, however, several initiatives came together. The Center for
Islamic Architectural Heritage (CIAH), an independent Egyptian organization, sent
documentation and visual information to the International Council on Monuments
and Sites (ICOMOS), which advises the World Heritage Centre at UNESCO; an ad
hoc Committee for the Preservation of Islamic Monuments in Cairo addressed an
open letter June 8th to Mme. Mubarak signed by international and Arab Islamic art and
urban specialists deploring what was happening to the monuments, and the World
Heritage Centre of UNESCO sent an inspection mission to Cairo. The letter and the
report were widely discussed by the media, and the topic became public. 32 The result
was a delayed opening for the Mosque of Gamal al-Din al-Ustadar (1408), the epony-
mous Mamluk Amir from whom the Gamaliyya quarter takes its name. The mosque
restorations by the Arab Contractors had been severely criticized by both the CIAH
and the World Heritage Mission. The Ministry of Culture responded to this concerted
censure by organizing an International Symposium on the Restoration and Conserva-
tion of Islamic Cairo, February 15-20, 2002,33 and invited foreign experts (architects,
engineers, conservationists, historians, urbanists) to address and discuss these con-
cerns with their Egyptian counterparts.

As far as the monuments are concerned the most pressing issue is the scope and
the rate of the Historic Cairo Restoration Project (HCRP) timetable. The plan is to
restore 195 monuments in eight years — 147 listed and 48 unlisted monuments. This
is an average of twenty-four edifices a year, providing little time for scientific inves-

30.  Greater Cairo has 17 million people and is 450 square kilometers. Egypt Year Book (State
Information Service: Cairo), 1996, p. 17.

31.  A.M. Tung, p. 120.
32. Some of the press reaction to the June 8th letter: “Monumental Discord”, Al-Ahram Weekly,

August 30-September 5 2001; “To Cairo, with Love,” al-Ahram Weekly, September 13-19;
“L’interminable querelle du Caire islamique” [“The interminable quarrel of Islamic Cairo”], Al-Ahram
Hebdo, October 10, 2001; “Who Owns the Past” Al-Ahram Weekly, January 31-February 6, 2002.

33. Originally scheduled for November 2001, after September 11, it was re-set for February 15-20,
2002. For initial press reactions see al-Ahram Weekly February 28-March 6, 2002.
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tigation, historical research, documentation, or responsible workmanship. How can
this be accomplished? The Supreme Council of Antiquities does not have enough
trained staff to act as consultants and as inspectors to what is being done. Also, much
of the HCRP income is based on tourist earnings, but after the September 11 attacks
on the United States, the number of visitors plummeted by half, and cancellations
stretched through the peak winter season.34 This fifty per cent fall in tourist arrivals
could continue for the year with revenues dipping to $2.6 billion.35

In the five months between August 2001 and February 2002, the indications are
that this foreign intervention has had positive results. The pace of construction has
slowed down. The use of Portland cement has been banned. The technical analysis
and documentation of the work being done is now of a better standard than it was
before. New and exciting discoveries are being made that provide important archaeo-
logical and historical insights into the city’s development.  For example, new excava-
tions at the 12th century Madrasa of al-Kamil, built on a portion of the site of the
Western Fatimid palace, have uncovered the pipes and runnels of its water distribu-
tion system, and at the House of Sitt Wasila, built in the 17th century near the Mosque
of al-Azhar, an unsuspected Fatimid fountain in the courtyard has been unearthed.
The biggest surprise has been the discovery of a series of cisterns located under the
sabils36 of historic Cairo.37  Suddenly, there are underwater archaeologists swimming
under the domes and vaults of the water tanks built long ago to supply the water needs
of a pre-modern city of roughly 250,000 citizens, enormous for its time.

What is planned for these monuments once they are restored? Mosques will
continue to be used by their local congregations, but there are many secular historic
buildings, such as wikalas,38 sabil-kuttabs, and residences. They will need mainte-
nance and custodians. The attitude of the Ministry of Culture continues to be that
these carefully restored buildings should not be used for anything other than cultural
activities, and it has designated most of them as art centers, bookstores, libraries,
small museums, and concert venues. These are activities primarily of benefit to a tiny
elite, of little utility to the local population. The 15th century Sabil-Kuttab of Sultan
Qaytbay housed a sewing school for local girls in the 1980s. Now the newly-restored
rooms have become the Suzanne Mubarak Center for Islamic Civilization, with books,
videos, and computers for study and research. The 18th century House of Zaynab
Khatun, part of the traditional neighborhood of the Mosque of Al-Azhar, has become
an exhibition center for modern paintings. Many of the wikalas could be adaptively re-
used to serve some of the area’s housing needs. Instead it is feared many of them will
become yet more places to sell tourist items.

The purpose of re-use should be addressed before the monument is restored, not

34. “Lonely as a pyramid, without tourists,” The Economist, January 5th, 2002.
35. The Middle East , (London: IC Publications), January 2002, p.39.
36.  Sabil: architectural units which dispensed free water. Sabil-Kuttab: fountain and Qur‘anic

school, a combination unique to Cairo.
37. Ministry of Culture, Historic Cairo, pp.398-426.
38. Wikala: commercial warehouses for sorting and storage, whose upper floors were rented out.
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afterwards. Conservation is now seen as a multi-dimensional endeavor. Monuments
are just one part of the historic city. Empty buildings are doomed. To survive they
must be rooted in the socio-economic matrix. This dynamic between building and
context has always been part of the Islamic system known as waqf , pl. awqaf  (endow-
ments). The earliest surviving and tangible evidence of this in Cairo is in the Fatimid
Mosque of Salih Tala’i‘ (1160). Twelve shops are built into its façade, the rents from
which assisted with the costs of its upkeep and personnel. The building was thus
actively integrated into the community in both a spiritual and secular way. Other
income producing buildings, such as wikalas, or rab‘s39, also helped sustain other
constructions, such as fountains and schools, which had charitable functions. The
buildings and their purposes were intimately connected with the community.

Another complicated problem, related to the purpose of the newly restored build-
ing, is that of authority. At present there is no overriding agency to coordinate the
activities and responsibilities of the various ministries and departments of the Gov-
ernment that are represented in historic Cairo: Awqaf, Culture, Housing, Tourism,
Utilities, Urban Communities and the Governorate of Cairo. Of the 174 Islamic and
Coptic monuments in the area of Fatimid Cairo40 (i.e. the North Wall to Shari‘ Saliba,
not including Fustat or the cemeteries), 137 are owned by the Ministry of Awqaf
(Religious Endowments), seven are privately owned, and thirty monuments are owned
by the SCA, which is part of the Ministry of Culture. Ninety to 95% percent of the
monuments in Cairo are the property of the Ministry of Awqaf. Islamic Cairo has no
special status under Egyptian Law, and the SCA has only statutory control over listed
monuments. The Ministry of Awqaf is not interested in the monuments as works of art
or history. It provides no funds for their maintenance or upkeep. Its aim is to maxi-
mize the profit from the property in order to support its works and it pays little
attention to heritage concerns. The Awqaf officials do not mind if a restoration is
shiny rather than authentic. The “newness” is pleasing to them and to the religious
communities they represent.

 The overriding problem of historic Cairo is the rising water table, 80% of which
is due to leaking pipes and sewers in a system overpowered by the influx of new
residents.  In most old cities there is an underground layer of very fine dust, known as
habitation sediment, which creates an artificial or perched water table above the real
one. Water finds it hard to penetrate this dense layer.  Instead, due to the dry condi-
tions of Cairo’s atmosphere, it is sucked up into the foundations and walls of the
monuments. Furthermore this water, containing sewage and waste, is full of acids that
also attack the masonry of the buildings. Before any lasting restoration can be done
this overriding problem has to be dealt with. The Minister of Utilities, when ques-
tioned informally, estimated that it would cost about £E300 million to re-do the pipes
of historic Cairo. This is about one third of the cost of the new Shari‘ Al-Azhar tunnel

39.  rab‘: tenement buildings for low income tenants.
40.  149 monuments to be restored, 10 already restored, and 15 being restored by non-ministry

missions.
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(see below). Instead the problem is being approached piecemeal.41 According to the
Historic Cairo Restoration Project, investment in Islamic Cairo is to have priority in
all concerned ministries. However a project for renovation of the sewage system 42

will start in Zamalek, a high rent part of Gezira Island, and not in the Gamaliyya, a
major area of Historic Cairo. There is thus no immediate prospect for the lowering of
the high ground water level in the historic quarters.

There are other problems of neglect throughout the system. For instance a fire
in uncollected garbage resulted in the total gutting of the Musafirkhana, the splendid
eighteenth century palace where official visitors in the nineteenth century were ac-
commodated, and which was particularly noteworthy for the variety and quantity of
its wooden ceilings and windows.43 This house was  featured in the Description de
l’Égypte produced by Napoleon’s expedition and it was here that the Khedive Isma‘il
was born.

THE HISTORIC DISTRICT.44

For the first time in the history of conservation in Cairo45 the historic area is
being considered as a unit. The most concrete expression of this is the joining of the
northern and southern halves of the Fatimid City, which have since the 1920s been
bifurcated by Shari‘ al-Azhar. (See the map at the end of the article.)

The Arab Contractors have constructed a 2.6 kilometers long two-lane tunnel
beneath Shari‘ al- Azhar, from Opera Square to Shari‘ Salah Salim, at a cost of
£E890 million.46 The plan is to remove the existing flyover (built in 1990) now that
the tunnel is open. Shari‘ al-Azhar will be closed to traffic. Additionally, the Historic
Cairo Center for Studies and Development plans to develop the eastern end of Shari‘
al-Azhar as a pedestrian way. Buses would be re-routed along the Darb al-Ahmar
(between Bab Zuwayla and the Citadel), greatly increasing the vehicular activity on
this charming medieval street.

In October 2001, the tunnel opened to cautious testing, but there is still much
criticism and uncertainty. The tunnel can only accommodate 40% of the traffic cur-
rently using Shari‘ al-Azhar and the flyover above it.  When the overpass is pulled

41. Around Bab Zuwayla, a joint USAID-Egypt project for £E7.5 million; Old Cairo, also joint
USAID-Egypt  £E46 million; project in Fatimid Cairo joint US Aid-Egypt to start 2005 £E80 million;
project in Khurunfish, northwest part of Fatimid city, no further information given. Paper presented by
Engineer Hafez al-Bollek, Cairo Governorate, International Symposium on the Conservation and Pres-
ervation of Historic Cairo, February 19, 2002.

42. The Greater Cairo Wastewater Organization is a $10 billion project funded by the American and
British governments.

43. “History goes up in Smoke,” Al-Ahram Weekly, Oct 29-Nov 4, 1998: “…The SCA has vowed
it will be restored, even better than before.”

44. See note 7.
45. The Comité pour la Conservation de l’Art Arabe was established in 1881, but individual initia-

tives go back to at least 1296 when Sultan Lagin took care of the Mosque of Ibn Tulun.
46. The cost as announced in the Egyptian Gazette March 18, 1998, was £E400 million. Now, it is

more than double. Al-Ahram Weekly, October 4-10 200l.
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down and vehicles are banned on Shari‘ al-Azhar, few other nearby roads will be able
to take up the slack. Increasing the traffic on the Darb al-Ahmar, with its 21 14th–19th

century monuments, will rob historic Cairo of one of its most interesting medieval
walks. There are also concerns about traffic congestion, breakdowns, parking, and
emergencies. The Ministry of Tourism was never consulted on the venture, nor were
the inhabitants of the area. The proposal to ban traffic on Shari‘ al-Azhar generated
real passion at the February 2002 Conservation Symposium. This is a main commer-
cial center and outlet for traditional textile materials. Egyptian brides come from all
over the country to buy their trousseaus from shops in the area. The merchants and
shopkeepers worry about the logistics of supplying their needs. “I don’t know why
the government is doing this to us.”47 Closing the street to vehicular traffic would
result in the death of these traditional markets and crafts.48 This issue was a good
example of the hierarchical way in which decisions are made, and in which the people
whose livelihoods are at stake are not consulted about their community. As a result of
the discussion at the February Symposium however, the Governor has now delayed
action for six months while the proposal is given more thought and the citizens of the
area are polled.

By 2003, eighty monuments in the area between the North and South walls will
be restored. During the day, traffic will be barred from the streets, much of which
will go into various parking lots on the periphery of the area.49 There are plans to pave
Shari‘ Mu‘izz li-Din Allah, the main ceremonial artery of medieval Cairo along which
stands a veritable chronology of architectural history, and line it with trees. Modern
lighting systems will be installed. In the eventual plan, and at an estimated cost of
£E168 million, this area will be part of the European Union-sponsored Museum With-
out Frontiers, where visitors can travel to the country and experience art and architec-
ture as a living illustration of history.50

Outside the city walls on the north, Shari‘ Galal is being developed as a new
expressway from Shari‘ Port Sa‘id to Shari‘ Salah Salim. This will provide a new
east-west throughway, but the cost of widening the street has been incursions into the
Bab an-Nasr cemetery where historic figures are buried, and damage to the eastern
portion of the North Wall that has necessitated five hundred meters of rebuilding.
£E21 million is being spent on terraced landscaping.51 Inhabitants of the area are
being relocated to apartments far away.

In short, what is being planned by the Historic Cairo Restoration Project is not
only a massive overhaul of the Islamic monuments, but also a re-ordering of the

47. Al-Ahram Weekly, December 3-9 1998;and October 4-10 2001; Al-Ahram Hebdo, December 5-
11, 2001.

48. Nawal M.Hassan: “Pedestrianizing Sharia al-Azhar?:Modified Project Protecting Community
Livelihood” paper presented to the Governor of Cairo at  International Symposium on the Restoration
and Conservation of Historic Cairo, February 15-20, 2002.

49. For example, al-Darasa, an underground parking lot on the eastern fringe, is being built at a
further cost of £E150 million.

50. Al-Ahram Weekly, July 22-28 1999; May 7-13 1998; November 8-14 2001.
51. World Heritage Mission Report, p.14.
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medieval city.
About this urban scheme there are also criticisms. These east-west passages,

mainly 20th century in origin, distort and falsify the development of the medieval city.
While planners extol the convenience of being able to cross Shari‘ al-Azhar without
traffic and to have the north and south sides of Fatimid al-Qahira re-united again, in
reality a pedestrian way with trees and fountains (such as are part of the park in front
of the Mosque of al-Husayn) will be a falsification of the introverted character of the
medieval city.

Sharia Mu‘izz li-Din Allah, from the 13th century onwards, was a ceremonial
way framed by monuments. It has never been a promenade bordered by trees. The
buildings, whose functions were integrated with the community, had facades flush
with the main street. They were never set back as they are now, being off-set with
stanchions and chains to protect them from the very people whom these buildings
were intended to serve.52

Another part of this urban transformation was to be located around the Aque-
duct, which was built in the 12th century and added to in the 16th century in order to
move water from the Nile to the Citadel. The restoration plans included a phased
demolition of all houses within a three hundred-meter zone along a 2.2-kilometer
length of the wall so as to create open space and traffic lanes on both sides of the
Aqueduct. Five hundred flats and sixty-one workshops were to be demolished. Three
thousand inhabitants were to be relocated. The aim was to turn this area into a tourist
site.53 A son et lumière project was under consideration.54  However, as a result of the
unfavorable notice this plan received in the August World Heritage Mission Report,
its artificial focus has been rethought, and announcement on final plans is being awaited.

The Supreme Council of Antiquities’s budget is only for the monuments, not for
the development of the environment nor for socio-economic improvements in the
neighborhood. The historic area, in spite of its glorious architectural and traditional
cultural heritage, is physically one of the poorest, most densely populated, and most
disadvantaged parts of the Cairene megalopolis. Its architectural conservation must
be part of an integrated approach to urban revitalization, one in which socio-eco-
nomic revitalization leads to urban rehabilitation. This is a key tenet of modern con-
servation philosophy, and there are several innovative and private projects that are
helping the people of these historic neighborhoods.  One plan seeks to renovate hous-
ing in the Darb al-Ahmar. These houses were built in the 19th century when the Citadel
became once more the focus of government development under Muhammad ‘Ali. The
program works with the people: in return for architectural and engineering expertise,
the grantee provides the labor and/or some of the material. The plan emphasizes
structural soundness rather than shiny newness, and involves the homeowners in main-
tenance. Another example of the active willingness of the people of the area to con-

52.  For example, the new stepped and set-back approach to the Mosque-Madrasa of Sultan al-
Ghuri, and to the Mosque of Kihya (‘Uthman al-Katkhuda). In front of the restored Mosque of Yusuf
Agha al-Hin there is now a little park.

53. Al-Ahram Weekly, March 2-8, 2000.
54. World Heritage Mission Report, p.13.
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tribute to the continuation of their environment is the restoration of the Mosque of
Sam ibn Nuh. This small neighborhood mosque is an unlisted structure, but its loca-
tion near the Bab Zuwayla indicates that it is at least a thousand years old. One night
the roof of the mosque collapsed. The community appealed to the restorer who was
working on the neighboring Sabil of Muhammad ‘Ali Tusun. Funding was found.
The mosque was reclaimed with a simple intervention. These are basic projects that
engage the residents of the area and which the Egyptian government can support.55

Another example of integrated conservation is the work done on the Bayt al-
Suhaymi and the Darb al-Asfur. In January 1994, the Arab Fund in Kuwait donated
$3 million for the restoration of the Bayt al-Suhaymi, one of Cairo’s most charming
examples of Ottoman-period domestic architecture. An independent Egyptian team
completed the work.56 During the process they realized that the problems of the water
table, damp walls and endangered foundations went beyond the Bayt al-Suhaymi
itself, and another $3 million was donated by the Arab Fund to take care of the
neighboring monuments in the Darb al-Asfur, an alley which connects Sharia Mu‘izz
li-Din Allah and the Gamaliyya in the northern section of the Fatimid city.  The
conservators cleaned up the alley and the facades of the buildings in the quarter, and
the Darb has been turned into a pedestrian zone to which push carts are admitted. The
families living in the houses to be restored, at first suspicious and mistrustful, were
helped to find new living quarters. The remaining families were helped to start an
NGO society so that they could work together to improve and maintain their own
houses.  This urban redevelopment project is the first of its kind within Historic
Cairo. In June 2000, the completed alley was turned over to the SCA with a booklet
of recommendations for maintenance and cleaning, as well as a modest budget for
doing so.

One of the most complex and diversified examples of a multi-dimensional and
integrated urban rehabilitation program is being created by the Aga Khan’s Historic
Cities Support Program.57 It started out as a gift to Cairo of a thirty acre park on the
Darasa Hills, east of the Fatimid city, once the rubbish tip of medieval Cairo. The
Azhar park with gardens, and a lake, playgrounds, orchards and promenades, restau-
rants and cafés, will provide Cairo with an open green space and become an economic
catalyst for the area. Before landscaping could begin, more than one million cubic
meters of debris had to be removed. While regrading the Western slope, which de-
scends toward Darb al-Ahmar along the western edge of the historic city, the formerly
buried Ayyubid city wall of Cairo was rediscovered and excavated. This 12th century
wall, with its gates, towers, interior chambers, and galleries, is one of the most impor-

55. These episodes appear in the film Living with the Past (2001), produced by Elizabeth Fernea,
distributed by First Run/Icarus Films. Agnieska Dobrowolska: Sam ibn Nuh Mosque: Community
Support Project, (American University in Cairo Press: Cairo), September 2000-November, 2001.

56. Dr. Asaad Nadim, Bayt el-Suhaymi: Documentation, Restoration & Conservation Project (Arab
Fund for Economic & Social Development, May 1997).

57. The Aga Khan Trust for Culture, The Azhar Park Project in Cairo and the Conservation and
Revitalisation of Darb al-Ahmar (Geneva, 2002).
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tant archeological discoveries of the past decades relating to the Islamic period in
Egypt. Over the centuries, however, the houses and monuments built upon and against
the wall on the city side had also become an integral part of Cairo’s urban and social
history. If the houses attached to the city wall were demolished this would contravene
prevailing international conservation philosophy and practice, and might introduce
undesirable and dangerous development pressures. This argument initiated the Darb
al-Ahmar conservation and rehabilitation plan. Among its components is a program
which makes small loans to individuals for simple improvement projects; clearing
vacant lots of trash for use as new building sites; training for local contractors and
other craftsmen. The final element of the Aga Khan Trust’s four stage project is its
restoration of a number of important Mamluk monuments along the Darb al-Ahmar,
such as the 16th century Complex of the Amir Khayrbek and the 14th century Madrasa
of Umm Sha‘ban.

As the city is upgraded or “valorized” the question of zoning and of real-estate
values becomes critical. A stark reminder is the case of the 18th century Wikala al-
Kharbutli, formerly located across the street from the Sabil of Muhammad ‘Ali Tusun,
now under restoration. Though it was dilapidated, it had been a registered monument
for many years. In late 2000 the protection was removed. The Wikala was bought by
a private individual and torn down overnight, carted off and replaced by a concrete
building, which intrudes badly among the current restoration projects.

Historic Cairo was put on the World Heritage list as a living, vital organism, in
which the people and the monuments of an area are intertwined in an authentic rela-
tionship. The World Heritage Report noted that the new design proposals for the
Historic Cairo Restoration Project (HCRP) did not take into account the real charac-
teristics of the historic city as an integrated community, nor did their plans include the
participation of the people who live in these areas.58 The attitude of Egyptian officials
is often: “The people? What do they have to do with the monuments?”59 Additionally
they feel that those who live and work in the area, such as street vendors and street
urchins, endanger the monuments and abuse the antiquities.60

The historic area of Cairo is the largest, most complex, and richest area in
architecture on the World Heritage list. The preservation problems that face Cairo are
immense, and far surpass those being confronted by any other Arab city. But none of
the problems, whether short term or long range should be tackled without a clear or
united vision of the end product or result. There is a real need for better communica-
tion, cooperation and coordination between the various ministries involved in the His-
toric Cairo Restoration Project. Above all the government officials must agree on a
real vision for historic Cairo: how will these buildings once restored be adapted for
re-use, and who will benefit from this “massive intervention” — world citizens who
value historic and cultural authenticity and variety?  Cairenes who live in the historic
area? Contracting companies who are doing the work? Or tourists, whether foreign or

58. World Heritage Report, pp. 5, 6, 13.
59. Al-Ahram Weekly, April 5-11, 2001.
60. Al-Ahram Weekly, September 10-16 1998.
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Arab, in groups or as individuals, who will visit Cairo?
The Minister of Culture sees heritage tourism as “the ultimate panacea for the

Islamic monuments in Cairo.”61 Others see the government’s plan not as preserving
that heritage for Egypt and the world, but of selling it to tourists and of turning
medieval Cairo into a sanitized tourist district featuring inauthentic but atmospheric
monuments deprived of their living character. The Minister of Culture’s vision of this
area as an open-air museum and an important tourist destination is one that calls for a
delicate and sensitive balance between the forces of preservation and those of re-
newal. When tourism, rather than history, becomes the prime motive in restoring
buildings restraint is negated and authenticity goes out the window. If this restoration
is poorly done volume drops off when the word gets out that it is not the real thing.
The appeal of travel is the opportunity to see something different.  A city that is
remade to attract tourists not only becomes more and more like other cities with the
same aim, but will hold few surprises, and may even be disappointing, to those who
have already seen the imaginative and commercial projections of Las Vegas or Disney
World. There also needs to be agreement on what kind of tourism is desirable. The
spending of the Coca-Cola tourists, those on the quick and inexpensive mass package
tours, enriches primarily the tour operators who organize their trip, while the cultural
tourists, fewer but more discerning, come on their own to see the country, stay longer
and spend their money in the country. One hopes it will be also possible to avoid what
is happening at many popular Pharaonic sites, where visitors become prey to a run-
ning gauntlet of touts, con-men, desperate souvenir sellers, and indifferent or complicit
policemen. A group can be protected, but for the individual visitor the experience
becomes very unpleasant. A final consideration is how traditional, conservative Egyp-
tians living in the area will react to an influx of Arab or culturally insensitive or
oblivious foreign tourists, though their spending may sustain the monuments and the
city that are being preserved and transformed for them.

Islamic Cairo is on the threshold of a new era. It is being transformed and re-
invented. In this endeavor, may Egyptian officialdom be among “the rightly guided.”62

61. Al-Ahram Weekly, May 27-June 2, 1999.
62. Qur’an, 9:18.
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