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Project Data 
Architects: Pirraz, Tehran: Y. Shariatzadeh, 
M. Mirheydar, Y. Razzaghi, B. Farahvashi. 
Client: Ministry of Culture & Higher 
Education. (First client: Ahreza AfZalipoor.) 
Consultant: M. Moghadam, Espandar 
(Higher Education Consultant). 
Contractor:Jolgeh Co., Tehran. 
Site area: 5,000,000 sq.m. 
Groundfloor (Phase I): 5,000 sq.m. 
Totalfloor (Phase I): 16,500 sq.m. 
Cost (Phase I): IR 600,000,000 
(US$ 8,570,000) 
IR 27,000 per square metre (US$ 520) 
Inception if project: 1972 
Start ifconstruction: 1973 
End iffirst phase: 1985 
Start if second phase: 1985 
Scheduled completion if fourth phase: 1995 

Text by Darab Diba 

1. Assembly hall (Block C). 
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K erman is situated in south-east 
Iran on a desert plateau. The 
plateau is fairly even and there is 
no major river in the area; the 

land is irrigated by the system of qanats 
(artesian wells). Kerman, a town with a popu
lation of 400,000, is 1,060 kilometres from 
Tehran, and 400 kilometres from Bandar
Abbas, the nearest port. 

The town has expanded organically, and an 
irregular urban grid has developed to respond 
to the climatic and social needs of the 
population. Kerman has the classic features of 
traditional desert towns, with focal points of 
the bazaar and the mosque, which open out 
onto the minimal spontaneous layout of the 
dense urban habitat and a complex labyrinth 
of streets. The architecture is that of a warm 
and dry climate: traditional buildings are 
usually built of earth or brick, which gives the 
town a uniformity, highly rhythmic in its 
unity, in terms of the density, scale and height 
of the buildings. There are several ancient 
mosques in Kerman, including the Masdjid-I
Malik (the King's mosque), dating from 1084 
(the Seljuk era) and the Masdjid-I-Djouma 
dating from 1349. 

Kerman has quite an advanced society and 
culture with several primary and secondary 
schools, but there was no provision for higher 
education in the town until the 1970s. The 
University of Kerman (Shahid Bahonar 
University) fulfilled this need. 

In 1972, a benefactor, Ahreza Afralipour 
commissioned Bonyan Consultants to draw 
up preliminary plans for the future University 
of Kerman. From 1984 Pirraz Consultants 
carried out the design and supervision of the 
project. (pirraz was formed in 1983 by ex
Boynan partners.) The initial design was for 
1,000 students, with the possibility of expand
ing to 3,000 and 5,000 in later stages, fmally 
achieving a student body oflO,OOO. The main 
requirement of the brief was the design of a 
university which could be a coherent whole at 
each stage of planning but which would allow 
for considerable expansion. 

Work was divided into four stages: the first 
phase included a human sciences department, 
two science departments, a mining engineer
ing department (Kerman is rich in mineral 
resources) , an amphitheatre and a library. The 
second phase included an auditorium, 
mosque, biology department, applied civil 
engineering workshop and students' meeting 
place. The third phase included three medical 
study departments, a specialized medical 
library, an amphitheatre and two agricultural 
departments. The fourth phase included 
expanding the civil engineering departments 
and workshops and construction of new basic 
science departments. 

This same expansion programme included 
four buildings for medical science, which have 
just been completed and are now in use. 
Today the University has around 6,000 
students - 4,500 study on campus and 1,500 
study in the university a=exes situated in the 
town. 

The university is centred on a series of 
courtyards and internal patios. Colo=ades 
and arcades connecting the buildings on the 
ground floor give protection from direct sun
light. The colo=ade is open and therefore 
visually, provides frrstly an overall view, and 
secondly, a framed perspective of the various 
forms, shade and light. 

The open design of the halls and corridors 
encourages social contact. Visual contact is 
possible at all levels, thus giving the interior of 
the building an identity of its own, within the 
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Location plan if educational buildings. 

2. Blocks I ~ift) and] (right)} viewed from the 
central courtyard. 

3. The mosque} south view. 

4. The School if Agriculture: lobby of block P 
during the final stages if construction. 
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fa"ades and an exterior protective walL The 
numerous design forms create a lively interior, 
with angles and curves, broken up with 
recesses on the various floors, providing an 
area of plenty of shadow and light. The influ
ence of the organic urban grid of Kerman itself 
can be seen in the spatial and typological 
designs and in the pathways which cross the 
interesting areas forming the focal point of the 
whole design. 

The departments themselves are on the 
upper floors, and are all inter-connected via 
corridors and open stairways which allow 
meetings and visual connection with other 
floors. These departments are also connected 
to other buildings on the campus, allowing 
direct access to the upper floors without 
having to descend to the courtyard or to the 
ground floor. 

The campus buildings are built on a human 
scale of two- or three-storeys high at the most, 
and construction avoided the use of expensive 
technical transport equipment. 

The mosque is slightly raised above the 
campus' other buildings. Its cubical shape 
makes reference to the Ka'baa at Mecca. The 
mihrab becomes a perfect geometrical niche 
climbing the wall face to the ceiling; the use of 
marble enhances the meditative atmosphere. 
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5. School of Basic Medical Sciences: lobbyofblock 
M from ground floor level. 

6. Lobby ofblock M viewed from first floor level. 

For most of the buildings a steel frame struc
ture with brick infill was used. Brick is easily 
affordable and has been part of a long tradition 
in Iran's popular architecture. The foundations 
are of reinforced concrete and exteriors are 
fInished with exposed brick. Interior fInishes 
include terrazzo tiles and stone for floors and 
pressed aluminium sheets for ceilings. 

The campus design avoids esoteric effects 
of architectural manipulation, reversion to 
imported architecture, and the hallmarks of 
post-modernism and other fashionable 
'-isms'. Here we have a simple architectural 
design, without pretension, unaffected, and 
well suited to the building technologies, 
climate and methods of the country. Dill 
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