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MALAYSIA: THE PRECIMA HOUSE, 
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Project Data 
Location: Jalan Ara, Bangsar, Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. 
Client: Precima Sdn Bhd. 
Architects: CSL Associates - Jimmy C.S. 
Lim, Kuala Lumpur. 
Contractors: Syarikat Pembenaan BSH Sdn. 
Bhd., Selangor Darul Ehsan. 
Structural Engineers: H.P. Lee and 
Rakan-rakan, Kuala Lumpur. 
Landscape Consultants: Agro Tech 
Enterprise Kuala Lumpur. 
Surveyors: Jurukur Utama, Selangor. 
Site Area: 9,198 sq. ft. 
Cost: M$432,621.50. 
Completion: December 1989. 

1. View from the first floor gallery, 
showing the structure of the timber. 

T he clients' brief was for a 
'tropical' house. The clients are 
Swiss and have lived in several 
parts of Southeast Asia for the 

past 15 years. Over that period, they have 
collected artifacts, paintings, sculptures 
and other works of art . These were to be 
incorporated as part of the house 
decoration and consideration was to be 
given to the display and highlighting of 
the objects . The house had to reflect a 
blend of Thai, Balinese and Malaysian 
influences . It had to have maximum 
security but be 'extroverted' as much as 
possible internally. 

Designed to cater to the client's 
requirements of an informal lifestyle, the 
house illustrates a sensitive response to 
environment and nature within an urban 
environment. The clients also wanted a 
central entertainment area with an 
emphasis on outdoor living. A swimming 
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pool, acting as the nucleus of activity, 
gives the house a 'rural spirit' comparable 
to a house by a river. 

On entering the house one is 
immediately confronted by a breathtaking 
view of a swimming pool and the 
soothing sound of water spouting from 
a fountain at the far end. The house is 
built around this free-form pool and has 
a simple symmetrical plan. There are no 
corners or blank walls to obstruct the 
view as one enters the house. The 
stunning interior, the pool, the garden and 
the Kuala Lumpur skyline in the 
background are all visible. The openness 
of the living area is tantalizing. According 
to the owner, "you have the feeling of 
being part of nature where the boundary 
between inside and outside barely exists." 

The first storey consists of the pool as 
a central focus with two identical master 
bedrooms flanking it to give the former 
a more intimate spatial feeling. Facing the 
pool is the centre of activity, the living 
space. Windows are replaced by bamboo 
blinds, which accentuate the warm colour 
of the elegant timber details employed 
throughout the house. The high volume 
space, crowned by a large umbrella roof, 
is the most impressive part of the house. 
It is a space that is simultaneously inside 
and outside and is continuously cooled by 

2. Night view of the living room and 
umbrella roof with the pool in the 
foreground. Note the decorative effect of the 
bracketing details of the roof 

3. Night view of the double volume living 
space. 

4. A detail of the structural bracing to the 
r(l(~r a/ld (ohl/nll. 
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cross-breezes. This relationship between 
inside and outside, and the careful 
landscaping, create a relaxed atmosphere. 

Other areas include the sunken dining 
room, bar, kitchen, maid's room and the 
pool changing room. The far end of the pool 
has a timber deck balustraded by a built-in 
bench, one of the architect's trademarks. 

A spiral staircase leads to the second 
storey with a guest room and a den. This 
level offers a view of the living area and 
the pool below, as well as the structural 
details of the roof in closer perspective. 
The layered sub-roof above the living 
area cuts down glare and prevents rain 
coming in through the high open space. 
It is detailed in a manner reminiscent of 
traditional Chinese bracketing systems. 

The architect worked closely with the 
owners so that consideration would be 
given to the display of objects collected 
by the owners during travels in Bangkok, 
Bali and the Philippines. Some of them, 
like the Balinese doors and pieces of 
coloured stained glass, bought at an 
auction in Switzerland, have been 
incorporated into the design; the former 
being used as actual doors for bedrooms 
and the latter as skylights. 

Rectangular openings have been 
deliberately punctured through some of 
the internal walls to display bronze 
statuettes of the Buddha and sculptures 
of mythical Balinese creatures. The top 
end of the spine of the spiral staircase is 
a convenient display point for another 
Balinese sculpture. Prints of Thai 
manuscripts are hung from the timber 
walls. Antique Chinese furniture displays 
other valuable objects. The internal 
finishes are natural. Bamboo roller blinds 
have been installed to protect the furniture 
and finishes from the sun. 
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ROOF PLAN 

FIRST FLOOR PLAN 

GROUND FLOOR PLAN 

Precima House 
Floor plan legend: 
1. Garage 
2. Entry 
3. Living 
4. Deck 
5. Kitchen 
6. Servant Room 
7. Bath 
8. Bedroom 
9. Swimming pool 
10. Guest Room 
11. Den 
12. Pump room 
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5. Interior view from a bedroom looking 
into the open bathroom. 

6. View across the pool from one of the 
bedrooms. The awning of the roof cuts out 
a lot of the glare. 

7. The living room. 

8. The living room. 
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The house was specially designed to 
respond to its unique site and it seems 
doubtful that the house would work in 
a different location. It is also significant 
that this house works with minimum 
enclosures, with natural ventilation and 
close contact with the . immediate 
surroundings within a residential location 
where grilles and air-conditioning are 
the norm. It would be interesting to 
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see whether such idealistic tropical 
living could be applied to the average, 
less extravagant houses on more 
mediocre sites. 

ELOISE NG IS A MALAYSIAN ARCHITEC
TURAL STUDENT WHO TRAINED AT THE 
MACKINTOSH SCHOOL OF ARCHITEC
TURE, GLASGOW, SCOTLAND AND IS 
DOING HER PRACTICAL TRAINING IN THE 
OFFICE OF CSL ASSOCIATES. [M) 
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