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VILLAGE CLUB AQUARIUS 
SENEGAL 

Project Data 
Location: Cap Skirring, Senegal. 
Client: Aquarius International, Paris. 
Architect: Serge Santelli, Paris. 
Site Area: 13 hectares. 
Cost: FF 40 million. 
Completion: September 1991 (currently 
under construction). 

Serge Santelli 

T he Cap Skirring project was 
conceived by Aquarius Inter
national, which has undertaken 
the building of holiday villag·e 

resorts in most Mediterranean countries, 
along similar lines to the model success
fully developed by Club Mediterranean 
in Europe. For the new project on the 
Atlantic coast of Africa, Aquarius 
International chose the tropical 
environment of the southern Senegalese 
region known as the Casamance. 

Like all the village clubs of its type, the 
hotel complex comprises two distinct 
parts. Firstly there is an activities centre 
with a restaurant, large multi-purpose hall 
and bar arranged around a central 'plaza' 
open to the sea and with a central 
swimming pool. The spatial organisation 
in this part of the complex is rigidly 
defined for purely functional reasons; 
meals are served to all the clientelle at the 
same time, and a programme of day and 
evening activities determines the 
movement of holiday-makers. 

Architecturally, this central complex, 

which is the heart of the hotel, was 
inspired by other recently built hotels in 
Senegal; it comprises large wooden
framed structures with thatched roofs, 
open on all sides. Several consist 
of tall, long shelters offering protection 
from the sun and the passage of sea 
breezes. 

A portico links the restaurant to the 
activity hall, creating an entrance court 
that opens onto the central plaza. The bar 
is recognisable by its tower, visible from 
the beach. 

The second distinct area of the hotel 
comprises the rooms themselves. The 200 
bedrooms all face the sea and are grouped 
into four units, linked to one another by 
small courtyards, which interrupt a 
potentially unpleasant alignment. 

Linking the rooms and the courtyards 
are covered galleries which are in turn 
articulated by two towers. This part of the 
hotel structure consists of traditional 
masonry using cement blocks - which 
are economical in Senegal - topped by 
thatched roofs. 
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Opposite: Site plan of the hotel facing the 
sea. The activity centre for guests is the 
large block enclosing the swimming pool 
(centre). The bedroom blocks are arranged 
around a series of courts (left). 

Above: A perspective drawing of the 
activity centre around the swimming pool. 

Right: Axonometric view of one of the 
bedroom areas, organised around a small 
plaza. Plazas are linked by 'streets' 
marked by pairs of towers to suggest a 
semi-urban setting. 
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Top: Elevations of the activity centre in 
the club-village Aquarius. Wooden 
structures with good ventilation for cooling 
breezes are covered by thatched roofs. 

Above: Seafront elevation of one of the 
bedroom wings. The structure is cement 
block with rendering. 

Below: Typical ground floor plan of a 
bedroom wing, linked to others by a 
continuous gallery and small courts, which 
help to recreate a village atmosphere. 
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SERGE SANTELLI IS A FRENCH ARCHITECT, 
TEACHER AND RESEARCHER. HE HAS HIS 
OWN PRACTICE IN PARIS, AND HAS ALSO 
WORKED IN MOROCCO, ALGERIA AND 
YUGOSLAVIA. [M] . 



The peaks of time 

They touch the skies. They rest their heads 
in the clouds. They stand proud. They are 
timeless. 

Up in the northern regions of Pakistan. 
are eight of the world's ten highest 
peaks. And winding through this 
glorious and once-forbidden terrain is 
the Karakoram Highway. It reaches a 
height of 16.000 feet at the Khunjerab 
Pass and goes on to the Xinjiang 
Province of China. 

~ Along the way are the glaciers. the 
~ fortresses. the orchards. the streams. the 
::; 
~ 

petrogIyphs-magnificent sights that stretch 
out as far as the eye can see. 

From 72 destinations across four 
continents. Pakistan International flies 
you to the land of these timeless 
mountains of glory. 


