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Project Data 

Site: 35 minutes south oj 
Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

Architect/Interior Designer: 
Anum Ratnavibhushana. 

Land area: 2023 square 
metres. 

Built area: 300 square metres. 
Construction: 1981-82. 

Text and plans courtesy 
of the architect. 
Photographs by Milroy 
Perera unless otherwise 
indicated. 

Ratnavibhushana House, Colombo 

T he site is a promontory 
of land surrounded by a 
lagoon with views of the 
ocean beyond. The ex
istence of large boulder 
outcrops and indigenous 

mangrove vegetation with water bird 
and reptile life makes it precious in the 
suburban context. 

Designed by architect Anura Ratna
vibhushana it is an extremely personal 
statement resulting from a love for the 
visual enjoyment of architecture and the 
inevitable respect for the needs of cli
mate, site geography and surroundings. 

Enjoyable and pleasurable living in 
the tropical Sri Lankan island context 
demands fulfIlment of certain needs such 
as openness to ocean breezes whilst ex
cluding monsoon rain, reduction and 
regulation of the strength of sunlight in 
resting areas, keeping out proliferating 
vegetation and undesirable reptiles from 
overrunning the interior, among others. 
The loggia-like living and dining spaces 
with the enclosing courtyard walls, and 
the sandy garden perimeter with wildly 
luxuriant mangroves just beyond, result 
from such considerations. The use of 
large pools of water are both functional 
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and aesthetic, adding magic to the fun of 
living and entertaining. 

The construction is mainly of rein
forced concrete and brick masonry. The 
walls are rough cement grey plaster. The 
floors a white epoxy paint and on level 
with the over-flowing reflecting pool 
which dominates the design, and reflects 
everything double at night. Against the 
grey and white background surfaces are 
strong contrasts of abstract paintings in 
brilliant colour by local artists and an 
occasional wooden pillar salvaged from 
demolition sites. 

In some ways this house is ex
perimental and dares to explore the 
limits to which openness of living spaces 
to the outdoors could be exploited in the 
monsoonal tropics without losing the 
mood of seclusion and warmth essential 
for a family dwelling. 

Below: Site plan showing the location oj the house 
on a promontory oj land overlooking a lagoon and 
the ocean. 
Below, right: Main entrance to the house on the 
east side. 
Below, far right: West Jacade oj the house. Open
ing with the blue wooden column gives onto the 
courtyard, beneath the stairs to the upper }loor. 
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1. Entrance embrasure 
open to sky 

2. Living 
3. Bedroom 
4. Courtyard 
5. Dining 
6. Kitchen 
7. Loggia 
8. Pool 
9. Study 

10. Void 
11. Roofdeck 
12. Terrace 
13. Guest room 
14. Toilet 
15. Storage 
16. Water storage 
17. Lobby 
18. Shower 
19. Pond 
20. Planter 
21. Hearth 

Longitudinal section. 

Upper floor plan. 
Steps 

<\.,~ 
Ground floor plan. 
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Right: Courtyard and pool with 
sitting room in the background. 





Above: Sitting room and main entry (to left). 
Left: Entrance to the house with view through the sitting room. 
Below: View of the courtyard and pool with sitting area. 
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Left: Detail of the sitting room with stairs to the 
upper floor. 
Left, below: Dining area and garden beyond. 
Above: Doorway leading from the courtyard out 
into the garden on the west side. Photograph: 
Dominic Sansoni. 



Master bedroom on the upper floor. 
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Above: Stairs in the 
courtyard lead to the upper 
floor guestroom. 
Left and left, below: Upper 
floor guestl'Oom with 7-foot 
ceiling. The hibiscus pink 
wall decoration was 
improvised in-situ withfabric 
dyes and an inset oj'tantric' 
patterned batik. 

Anura and Sundarika 
Ratnavibhushana are Sri 
Lankan architects with the 
firm Mihindu KeeJihiratne 
Associates Ltd in Colombo. 


