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Project Data 

Centre for the pe~forming arts 
including auditoriums, 
classrooms, and 
accommodation for visiting 
troupes. 

Architect: Charles Correa 
Client: Kala Academy 
Completion: 1983 

Photographs and plans 
courtesy of the 
architect. 

Kala Akademi, Panaji, Goa 

B uilt on a site along the Man
dovi River in Panaji, the 
capital of Goa in India, this 
centre by the architect 
Charles Correa was com
pleted in 1983, some ten 

years after the project started. 
The performing arts centre provides a 

number of facilities including a 1000 seat 
auditorium, a 2000 seat open-alr 
amphitheatre, and a special "black box" 
for experimental productions. There is 
also accommodation for visiting troupes 
and facilities for teaching dance as well as 
for Indian and Western classical music. 

The built form is kept low, ranging 
from one to three floors. The main fea
ture of the building is the large pergola 
above the entrance which acts as an ex
tension to the foyer of the main auditor
ium and amphitheatre. This entrance 
space acts as a funnel to the building from 
the tree-lined avenue, the Campal, to
wards the casuarina trees along the water. 

The auditorium allows for a variety of 
acoustical conditions ranging from 
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speech and plays to sitar recitals and 
orchestral arrangements. The transparent 
false ceiling allows acoustic changes to be 
made by manipulating absorbent mate
rials placed within irmer compartments 
hidden from view above this ceiling. The 
walls of the auditorium are painted illu
sions of an old Goan theatre, complete 
with boxes and typical local inhabitants, 
by the renowned Goan artist Mario 
Miranda. Behind the figures.in the boxes 
real curtains may be pulled to reduce re
verberation time in the space. At the start 
of a show the house lights dim gradually 
with the illuminated painted figures in the 
balconies fading last 'of all. At the interval 
the process is reversed, and at the end of a 
performance, spotlights illuminate the 
painted ceiling inside the compartment to 
reveal a jungle scene of Goa - a remin
der of illusion and reality. This concern 
with illusion and metaphor continues in 
much of the architect's later works. 

Overleaf Entrance with its pergola of bamboo 
beams acting as an extension space . 
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Main level plan. 
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Far left: The 1 ()()() seat 
auditorium. 
Above: Sectional elevation of 
the auditorium . 
Left: Entrance foyer with its 
real and illusionary elements. 
Left, below: The upper 
level looking towards the 
river. 


