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Situated in Lome, Togo - West Africa, 
the EAMA U (Ecole Africaine et Mauri
cienne d'Architecture et d'Urbanisme -
African and Mauritian School of 
Architecture and City Planning) is - as 
its name indicates - both African and 
intemational. And it is these two 
characteristics which make it original. 

It is African. This implies that it has to 
be recent since the greater part of the 
continent was freed from colonial powers 
only a few decades ago. There are only 
two schools of architecture in the French
speaking countries of West Africa: the 
EAU in Dakar, Senegal, and the EAMAU 
in Lome. The same situation prevails in 
the whole sub-Saharian part of the conti
nent. A first conclusion can be drawn: 
only a minority of African architects are 
educated m African schools of 
architecture; a situation that should cease 
as soon as possible. 

It is International. This seems almost 
incredible at a time when everybody is 
speaking of Unity and African Unity. 
That is why the EAMAU is, as far as we 
know, the only one of its kind on the 
continent. This specific feature means in
dependence and autonomy for the 
school, but experience shows that there is 
a delicate equilibrium between diverging 
policies and changing . alliances. This 
school, however, is a reality and a hope 
for a less compartmented future. 

History of the EAMAU 
Black Africa's traditional architecture 
during colonial times was almost non
existent with the exception of ? few 
realisations such as the Sudano-Sahelian 
mosques. The greater part of this 
architecture, being made of mud and 
straw and therefore non durable, was 
seen as non technologically qualified and 
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was despised. 
The tremendous "discovery" of the 

African arts during the first twenty years 
of this century unfortunately did not in
clude the architecture of Black Africa. 
The belittling of this architecture together 
with the radical changes introduced by 
colonisation in the way of life have been 
such that, by now, very few historical 
buildings remain standing. Popular 
architecture has also been affected and 
traditional architecture has been constant
ly receding. 

In 1978, Susan Denyer in Afi'ican Tradi
tional Architecture found it necessary to 
begin the introduction of her book by the 
still true following statement: "The myth 
of darkest Africa is persistent and there 
are still many people who fmd it difficult 
to accept that the traditional buildings of 
the continent merit more than passing 
consideration. One only has to consider 
for a moment the vocabulary used to 
refer to them (including such basic words 
as "mud" and "hut", which in English 
have such derogatory overtones) to real
ise that even for those who know and 
respect other aspects of African culture it 
is hard to avoid being drawn into a web 
of selective and distorted perception". 

This situation is now slowly changing 
but, it seems that during the years just 
after the independences the unfairness of 
this viewpoint was hardly perceived by 
those responsible for the political lead
ership of the newly-created nations. Thus 
the gap between tradition and modern
ism widened, the latter being more or less 
consciously understood as a replica of 
western modernism. 
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There were very few African 
architects at that time and their awareness 
of the problem was not sufficient to en
able them to find ways out of it. They 
had been educated in European schools 
(Paris, London) and were sometimes ex
cessively imbued with European ways of 
life as a standard of living. Their works 
were consequently stamped by it and the 
ideas and forms of the "Modem Move
ment". The essential effort toward 
understanding the vernacular culture and 
the tradition was not made in many 
cases. 

In the 1960's a few intellectuals de
cided to react against this vertiginous des
cent, fmding that it led nowhere. They 
wanted to remedy the disastrous situation 
and this gave birth within a short time to 
the EAU in Dakar, Senegal. 

The first international organisation of 
the continent, the OCAM (Organisation 
Commune Africaine et Mauricienne -
Common African and Mauritian Orga
nisation) offered the opportunity to put 
their wishes and ideas in a concrete form 
at a multinational level. Consequently an 
international school was established in 
N'Djamena (Chad) whose main purpose 
was the rehabilitation of the African ways 
and traditions in favour of a modem Afri
can architecture. 

This school (the "Institut d'Etudes 
Architecturales et de T echnologie de la 
Construction en Afrique Francophone") 
was an institute for a reflection on African 
architecture expressly for African 
architects who had completed their stu
dies. It had been thought of as a place 
where European educated African 
architects could meet, discuss and de
velop an authentically contemporary 
African architecture. At that time it had 
no ambition of training young students 
for a professional diploma. The school 
lasted only three years and was never well 
attended. Neither recently graduated 
architects nor experienced professionals 
seemed motivated by the aim of the insti
tute, although it had money (mostly 
given by the French government), build-



ings and teachers. The experiment effec
tively stopped when the government of 
Chad decided to part from the OCAM, 
obliging the school to settle somewhere 
else. 

Two problems had then to be solved: 
the first one was how to create a more 
efficient structure and the second one to 
find a new place for it. This took two 
years to solve. But those years were not a 
waste of time since a lot of meetings 
concerning the school were held. Paul 
Ahyi, the internationally reknown 
Togolese artist (professor of plastic arts at 
the EAMAU) then played one of the most 
active roles. Finally the Togolese Repub
lic, convinced of the absolute necessity to 
create a multinational school of 
architecture and city planning in Africa 
offered to welcome it. During December 
1975, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of 
the OCAM states decided, in Kigali 
(Rwanda), that the EAMAU would be 
created and situated in Lome. 

The aim of the newly-created school 
was to train students in five diplomas: 
architects, city planners, architects-city 
planners, landscape architects, and super
ior teclmicians in architecture and city 
planning. It was also decided that only 
the first two diplomas would be granted 
for a certain period of time - which is 
the present situation. 

The first administration council of the 
EAMAU held in Lome from May 11 to 
May 13, 1976 put the Kigali resolution in 
a concrete form. 

TheEAMAU 
At that time ten states were participating 
in the school project. They were: the 
Republic of Benin, the Central African 
Republic, the Republic of Ivory Coast, 
the Republic of Gabon, the Republic of 
Upper Volta (now called Burkina Faso), 
the Mauritian Republic, the Republic of 
Niger, the Republic of Rwanda, the Re-

Right, above: Buildings in a landscape, student 
planning project. 
Right: Architectural graphics student presentation. 
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public of Senegal and the Republic of 
Togo, A few years ago, however, the 
Republic of Senegal having its own 
school of architecture and city planning 
parted from the administration council as 
did the Mauritian Republic when it left 
the OCAM at the same period. 

The school is endowed with financial 
autonomy and legal status. It is fmanced 
by the participating states but is autho
rised to accept any donations that may be 
offered. 

The status of the school is such that 
only three students per state are accepted 
each year. This means that the annual 
enrolment is steady. An exception has to 
be noted this year for the first time, with 
the admission of students from Came
roon which may become a member 
some day. 

The overall number of students stands 
around a hundred. The EAMA U is a 
small school because it was intended to be 
so, its aim being to form highly-qualified 
and Africanised architects and city plan
ners. 

All the students are enrolled after an 
annual competition and, to be able to 
participate, they must have graduated 
from high school (with a scientific or 
technical Baccalaureat or equivalent). The 
candidates from Benin and Togo, for in
stance, are very numerous and their 
number varies between 160 and 180 for 
only three students per state. The difficult 
conditions of entry were intended to 
guarantee a high level of education. Ev
ery accepted student gets a scholarship 
from his government and is then allowed 
to begin the course of studies. 

For the time being there are only two 
kinds of diplomas which are granted. 
Most of them are in architecture and the 
rest are in city planning: respectively 
"Architecte DEIAU" and "Urbaniste 
DEIAU" (Diplome de l'Ecole Inter-etats 
d'Architecture et d'Urbanisme - gradu
ated from the Interstate School of 
Architecture and City Planning). 

All the students take the one and only 
course of studies during the first two 

years. This period of joint activities called 
"Tronc Commun" is intended to give a 
good general knowledge of forms and 
spaces to both architects and city plan
ners. Then they are divided into two 
different sections according to their op
tion (which was chosen before they en
tered the school at a state level depending 
on an estimated or planned necessity or 
on their wishes). No student is allowed to 
change their option except in exceptional 
cases. 

The specialised and separate courses 
last two years. There are no electives as 
they are considered unnecessary since the 
aim of the school is precise and, moreov
er, the school could not afford it. 

The fifth and last year is dedicated to 
the preparation of the diplomas which are 
defended in public sessions each year at 
the end of June, before an international 
jury. The next session will only be the 
fifth one since the establishment of the 
EAMAU. The number of students gra
duating is about twenty per session (sixty 
to eighty percent of them are architects). 

During their studies every student 
spends two periods of instruction and 
practice in architectural or city planning 
firms. The first period has to take place in 
Africa, and the second one in France -
for the time being. 

Progranunes and Orientation 
The EAMAU's mission is to train highly 
qualified and committed African 
architects and city planners. 

The failure of the N'Djamena experi
ence plus the two years' talks ended with 
a documented programme of teaching. 
Its purpose was clear and every year a 
council for improvement is held which 
controls the actual programmes in prac
tice. It is allowed, if necessary, to modify 
them for greater efficiency. 

During the first two years of the 
courses the stress is on the quality and 
sense of form and spaces and their inter
relations at different levels. The students 
attend theoretical classes in which they 
learn how to handle the elements of 
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Top, centre, above: The students' second architec
tural project, 1985, to deSIgn a house. Three stu
dents' presentations, analysing forms, producing a 
functional Olganogram and a basic volumetl"ic ax
onometl"ic. 

forms making spaces and vice-versa. At 
the same time they are made conscious of 
their future social, cultural and even his
torical responsibilities in the shaping of 
volumes and of their implied significance. 

At the studio each time they design a 
project they are asked to master the why 
and the how of it. They learn how to 
break up forms , to experiment with 



different kinds of spaces while shifting 
from physical to abstract viewpoints; to 
feel and include cultural references and 
symbolism; to know what they are 
actually saying with their work and how 
it may be received by the users involved. 
The professors insist on the mastering of 
objective and subjective qualities of 
architecture and city planning (beginning 
with elementary data and ending with 
complex systems). 

Meanwhile an analysis of existing 
buildings and urban spaces is undertaken 
to help students to understand their signi
fication and message and to initiate them 
to critical appreciation. Technical in
formation is also given, but it is done in 
such a way that it does not interfere nega
tively with the skill of making volumes 
and forms. 

Theoretical courses in city planning, 
including specific processes of urbanisa
tion in Black Africa are given. 

A course in the history of architecture 
and city planning completes the students' 
formation by giving them information 

Sculpture workshop: the plastic arts are an integral 
part of architectuml training. 

and knowledge about traditional ways of 
thinking, designing and planning in diffe
rent civilisations, including Africa. It in
duces them to reflect on the past, its mes
sage, the links with it and the necessary 
notion of continuity and cultural identity. 

Plastic arts are considered as most im
portant since they are an intimate part of 
form, space and culture. A lot of exer
cises are done from hand drawing to 
modelling. To avoid unnecessary divi
sions, architecture, city planning, history 
and plastic arts are closely related in the 
programmes. 

Courses in mathematics, perspective, 
geometry, topography, ecology, geoh
gy, sociology, photography, structures 
and law, are added to the main subjects 
and coordinated with them. 

The total course hours is high: up to 
thirty-three hours a week for thirty-one 
or thirty-two weeks the first year. 

In the following years, the students in 
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architecture go on improving their tech
nological knowledge up to the most 
sophisticated and recent solutions of wide 
spans and space grid structures. They are 
also initiated to industrial design and in
terior architecture. The teachers constant
ly remind the students that they have to 
find a balance between modem program
mes, technology, cultural message, social 
integration and moral responsibility. 

At the end of the fourth year they 
handle large projects such as general hos
pitals, five star hotels or housing opera
tions. 

At the beginning of the fifth year they 
go to Marseille, France for a three month 
stay devoted to study sessions in 
architectural firms. Then they come back 
and prepare their fmal thesis which has to 
concern their native country and analyse 
or solve a concrete problem. 

As for the city planning students; they 
follow courses in methodology, urban 
structure, ecology, African ways of orga
nising urban spaces, photography, car
tography, public works, architecture, etc. 
They work on existing cities of Togo and 
Benin to analyse their composition and 
find solutions to problems. During the 
fourth year they study possibilities of 
planning the evergrowing cities of the 
continent up to a regional scale. The city 
planners never cease to work on 
architectural projects. This is to keep 
them in touch with the feeling of the 
third dimension of space, so often neg
lected among city planners, and the real 
constraints of the implementation of de
signed projects. 

At the beginning of the fifth year the 
students are sent to Paris where they have 
periods of practice, after which, back in 
Africa, they prepare their fmal thesis. 

Although the aim of the EAMAU has 
been clear from the start, its implementa
tion gives way to interpretation. 
Although most of the teachers come 
from Togo or Benin, one can feel, after 
almost . ten years of experimenting, that 
the concept of Africanity in architecture 
and city planning is not so easy to grasp. 



Even if the teachers are persuaded of its 
necessity they do not find the same ways 
or means to reach it. For the time being 
there's a real diversity in the teaching 
which sometimes leads to confusion in 
students' minds. 

Some people feel that the time has 
come now to survey the interpretation 
given to the programmes and possibly 
reset the targets. Consequently this year 
the school has started to review its prog
rammes and their coordination. This 
could lead to the writing of a charter that 
has not yet been established; it could also 
strengthen the basic ideas that are at the 
root of the school. 

Physical Situation 
When the Togolese government wel
comed the EAMAU, it placed a beautiful 
site at the school's disposal at the extreme 
North of the Universite du Benin (the 
national university) . Its location is a war
rant of physical autonomy. It is also the 
first site to be seen when coming from 
the North by the international road. It 
emphasises the limit of Lome, and even 
after the extension of the city, it will 
remain a dominant feature in the urban 
landscape. 

Alas, for the moment the OCAM can
not afford the price of the necessary 
buildings and coffee is still growing on 
the land. No international organisation or 
foundation has up to now been willing to 
finance it and the school itself cannot 
afford it either. So after ten years of exist
ence, the EAMAU has no place of its 
own. It rents houses for the classes, the 
students and the administration here and 
there in the city. This represents an 
almost unbearable burden both in func
tioning and financing . 

One would think that because the 
school has international status, it would 
have a solid economic base but the reality 

Right, above: A practical lesson in structures and 
model-making, 
Right: Student models for the design of a sports 
hall, 

50 



is very different. The participating coun
tries are among the poorest on the planet 
and are strongly affected by the world 
economic crisis. Usually the school re
ceives only part or nothing at all of the 
amount of annual voted payments (the 
year 1984 being the hardest one in this 
respect). This situation leads to many in
evitable problems and shortages of all 
kinds, interferring seriously at times with 
the quality of the course offerings. 

Furthermore, a research group created 
in 1982 is still not functional due to the 
same cause. 

httemational Relations 
In order to avoid being isolated, the 
EAMAU has signed international conven
tions of cooperation and exchanges with 
the School of Architecture and City Plan
ning of Dakar (Senegal), the School of 
Architecture of the University ofKumasi 
(Ghana), the School of Architecture of 
Marseille (France), the City Planning De
partment of the Paris VIII University 
(France), and the School of Architecture 
of Tunis (Tunisia). But due to the lack of 
financing most of them remain in the 

The author with a class of his students. 

range of epistolary communications. The 
only ones that materialised are the con
ventions with France, financed by the 
French government. With the financing 
of the convention an annual magazine 
common to the UPAM (the school of 
Marseille) and the EAMAU was started 
last year. It is called "Habitat et U rba
nisme dans les Pays en Voie de Deve
loppement", numbers one and two have 
been published. 

Awards 
When in 1982 the UIA initiated with UN
ESCO an international competition for 
students of architecture on the theme: 
"The architect as an enabler of user house 
planning and design", the director and 
the professors thought that it was a good 
opportunity to prove the school's value. 
The EAMAU took part in the competi
tion and a year later a team of two stu
dents was awarded the UNCHS (Nairobi, 
Kenya) prize - thus proving that 
although new, poor and small, the 
EAMAU was able to fulfil its mission. 
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The World Congress of the UIA held in 
Cairo inJanuary 1985 officially ended the 
competition by presenting the prizes. 
This is to the credit of the school. 

Some local prizes have also been won 
in Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso and Togo 
by the students. The names of post 
graduates appeared in the recent ECO
WAS competition for the head office of 
that organisation and one of them was 
associated with the winner of the com
petition. 

Conclusion 
In conclusion we may say that even if the 
EAMAU is suffering from the inevitable 
inconveniences of ·a young school, it 
seems to have made a good start. It is 
carrying out its promise and one can 
hope that in the future it will find the 
stability it lacks today. This depends on 
regular fmancing and on the teachers' 
committment, as well as on the construc
tion of appropriate buildings that could 
honour and express the high ideals with 
which it is entrusted. The school presents 
an exceptional opportunity for the 
teachers to show what they intend to do. 
lt could also be the first landmark of a 
new African architecture as seen and 
proposed by the EAMAU, a landmark 
capable of gathering people and ideas 
around something visible and meaningful 
- a heart beating for Africa in the midst 
of Africa. 

Postscript 
Since this article was written, the OCAM 
has been dissolved (on March 23, 1985) 
and the EAMAU is now changing both 
its status and its name. It is still too early 
to know what the new conditions will 
be. Let us hope for the best. 
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