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Kuala Lumpur: 
Wilayah Shopping Centre 
The Wilayah Shopping Centre is one of 
two shopping centres designed by DP 
Architects. The other, The Ampang Park 
was the second shopping centre to be 
built in Kuala Lumpur, and marks the 
beginning of the growth of shopping 
centres in Kuala Lumpur. The high stan
dard of design set by the Ampang Park 
centre provides a convenient reference for 
discussion on the Wilayah Shopping 
Centre. 

The Ampang Park centre occupies a 
long rectangular site at the junction of 
Ampang Road and Tun Abdul Razak 
Road. The site has a definite frontage and 
this is reflected in the long rectangular 
form of the building. The design and the 
entire detailing of the building are consis
tently simple, direct and robust. Spatial
ly, through the introduction of a mezza
nine floor, it became possible to create a 
very interesting split-level design in an 
otherwise flat site. The quality of the 
spaces provided makes this centre still 
architecturally a very interesting building. 
In contrast, the Wilayah Shopping Cen
tre occupies a more difficult site. The 
design approach is also different. 

The centre occupies a triangular site at 
the junction of two busy roads, Dang 
Wangi and Munshi Abdullah. The build
ing is eight storey high, occupying the 
entire site. The lower four floors , includ
ing a sub-basement, are devoted to shop
ping. The upper four floors are split by a 
long narrow light well running North 
East to South West. The four floors to 

Below: Curves of the car park ramp appem' behind 
the Jalan Dang Wangi facade. 
Inset: The Ampang Pal'k. 
Photograph courtesy of DP A"chitects Pte. 
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the South East of the light well are for 
car-parking. The four floors to the North 
West are for a restaurant, eating stalls, 
pool tables and a squash club. Pedestrian 
can access either to the ground floor or 
the sub-basement shopping from both 
Dang Wangi and Munshi Abdullah 
Road. Access to the carpark is from the 
southern tip of the complex. 

The building is triangular in shape re
flecting the form of the site. The comer 
facing the road junction is rounded off to 
create a more gentle comer. The facade 
wall is given a variety of treatment. At 
the ground floor, the wall encloses a 
verandah way and is provided with regu
lar openings. At the first and second 
floor, the wall is without opening except 
at the extreme when it becomes a free 
standing element and is given a large 
arched opening. The solidness of the wall . 
reflects the introverted layout of the 
shopping area. At the upper floors, with 
the exception of the squash court area, 
the walls are replaced by railings and sys
tem of canopies. 

The layout of the shopping area is 
inward facing, focusing on the central 
stairwell. Spatially, the stairwell provides 
an interesting, interplay of volumes and 
allows shoppers glimpses of the different 
shopping levels. Corridor systems in rec
tangular buildings can be confusing. In 
this, the stairwell provides a useful refer
ence for orientation. The triangular form 
of the building, coupled with the intro
verted layout of the shopping area do 
however create some disadvantages. The 
introverted layout allows better night 
time security. However at the comers of 
the triangle, many shops are dis ad van-



taged by a very narrow frontage. At the 
groW1d floor the external wall is set back 
from the verandah way to allow passerby 
a glimpse of the basement shopping area. 
However since the wall facing the outside 
is the rear of the shop, many retailers 
have used these as their storage comer 
thus loosing their display potential. 

The centre provides a variety of shop 
sizes. Very significantly it successfully ca
ters to the needs of the small stall holders 
which are traditionally fOW1d only in the 
bazaars. 

Although circulation between the 
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shopping floors is easily accessible, the 
link to the restaurant, eating stalls, pools 
room and squash courts in the upper 
levels is difficult, accessed only from the 
escape staircases and lifts. This perhaps is 
related to the need for security of the 
shopping area which closes much earlier 
than the eating stalls. However it does 
mean that casual shoppers will not know 
about these places. 

Architecturally the upper floors are so 
different from the shopping area. While 
the shopping area is air-conditioned, 
closed in and feel perhaps like any other 

Upper ground 

Left, ahove: Facade at the intersection of Jalan 
Dang Wangi and Jalan Munshi Abdullah. 
Left: Interior view of the central circulation space 
connecting various areas of the shopping levels. 
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shopping centre, the upper floors are 
more local in character. The introduction 
of the canopy and the absence of enclos
ing walls allow excellent ventilation and 
air movement while effectively cutting 
off the strong late afternoon sun. The 
orange fibre glass canopy is perhaps re
miniscent of the canopy on many rubber 
smoke houses found throughout Ma
laysia. It is so simple and so common yet 
so effective in moderating the internal 
environment of the building. It also 
forms one of the most distinctive ele
ments of the building. 
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The details are generally quite well 
done except in several places where they 
do not seem to work out. The shop lay
out is made interesting through a system 
of staggered plans. In some parts, 
however they seem unstructured. Simi
larly the staircase adjacent to the bank is 
strangely slanted making it uncomfort
able to use. The canopy on the other 
hand is consistently well detailed. 
However the junction between the 
canopy and the two tall free standing 
walls seems so undecided. . 

The Wilayah Shopping Centre con-

tains the beginnings of many interesting 
ideas; the bazaar, the canopy, the central 
stairwell, the staggering of the shops and 
the setback of the ground floor shops to 
allow the passerby to see into the sub
basement area. Some of the ideas are 
more successfully implemented than 
others. The most significant perhaps are 
those which have helped the building to 
acquire a local feel. The only question 
that remains therefore is where do we go 
from here,.in the search for a solution 
which is appropriate to the local condi
tions. 
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A reflection ~fthe 
semi-circular arched opening 
on the glassfacade at the main 
entrance plaza. 
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