
Article, photographs and 
drawings by the architect, Tarek 
Ben Miled. 

Ben Miled's Dar El Mannai, Tunis 

T his large house is under 
construction near Tunis, in 
an orchard that is part of a 

. suburb famous for its gar
dens. The design was in
spired by the borjs, ancient 
summer dwellings situated 

in the most agreeable countryside near cities 
and usually occupied by the Tunisian aris
tocracy (see Mimar 4). 

The architect sought to integrate the 
house with its environment (cultural as well 
as natural) without- the least fear of being 
called retrograde. Built of stone, it contains 
numerous traditional typological references: 
elements such as entrance court, service 
court, ceremonial court, pool, rooms in a 
'T' or 'L' form, and so forth. 

However, considerable liberties were 
taken in relation to the model house-type. 
The borjs were tied to agricultural activity 
which lead to certain particular arrange
ments, such as stables under the dwelling 
(thereby allowing it to rise above and 
dominate the countryside), and the need for 
water in the patio. 

Other influences from Arabo-Muslim 
culture, beyond national or local architectu
ral traditions, are to be found in this house: 
the iwan, the Moroccan or Turkish kiosk, 
the linear disposition of the pool, which is 
Andalusian or Persian. These elements 
from far and near are foreign yet familiar. 
References to Western architectural vocabu
laries, both classical and modem, were ill
troduced without hesitation where 
appropriate. 
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At the present moment ill time when 
culture is no longer a purely national affair 
and, on the contrary, inter-relationships are 
numerous and varied, a certain 'eclecticism' 
can enrich our architectural culture once we 
have avoided either the narrow functionalist 
approach and the trap of simplistic pastiche. 

Right: Perspective if gardenJacade with patio, pool and 
swimming pool. 
Below: Aerial view of house and garden. 
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First floor plan 

Gro14nd floM plan 

Grot/nd olld first jloor plalls 
1. Entrance COllr! 

2. Portico 
3. Gallery 
4. Diniflg room 
5. Toilet 
6. Livj,lg room 
7. Saloll 
8. Kbot/ 
9. Library 

10. Patio 
11. Portico 
12. iwan 
13. Study 
14. Stt/dio 
15. Patio 
16. Kitchen 
17. Service cOllrt 
18. Maid's room 
19. Garage 
20. Heatillg 
21. Swimming pool 
22. Kiosk 
23. Landillg 
24. Parellt's bedroom 
25. Alcove 
26. Terrace 
27. Children's bedroom 
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Born in Tunis in 1945, 
Tarek Ben Miled received his 
doctorate in architecture jrom 
the Institl4te of Architect14re in 
Venice, Italy in 1973. From 
1970 to 1973 he pmticipated 
six months a year in the 
UNESCO project to preserve 
the medina ojTunis. He was 
the assistant to Carlo Scarpa at 
the university in Venice in 
1973-74 where he taught 
composition. As projessor at the 
jaculty ojthe ITAUTin 
Tunis he was responsible jor 
teaching both history oj 
architecture and composition. 
He is the author oj numerous 
projects arId realisations in 
Tunisia since 1975, including 
housing, schools, hotels and 
urban planning proposals. 


