
Text and photographs by Ren 
Zhnying. 

Lanzhou Park 
anzhou Peoples Park was cre
ated on an island which lies 
within the city's municipal 
limits. The buildings were 
assembled by rebuilding old
er structures which had, for 
various reasons, been tom 

down all over the city during the 1960's. 
We collected the old columns, tiles, carv
ings, etc. that we could fmd and decided to 
re-use them to create a new recreational 
centre on the island. I saw this as an 
opportunity to create a "historic scene" 
which would provide families an environ
ment they could el~oy, It was also a useful 
exercise in learning building teclmiques of 
the past, and by using existing structural 
elements, reduce the actual building costs. 

A number of us came together; includ
ing architects, craftsmen and builders. We 
discussed the planning and layout and be
gan work on site. We lived on site for over 
eight months, in temporary shelters, learn
ing and building the new facilities. 
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When the buildings were reconstructed 
using the old components, they were trans
formed into a kind of fantasy land by 
changing the proportions of traditional 
architecture and creating new forms which 
never existed in the past. In many instances 
the craftsmen had to repair the damaged 
components or build new ones to match the 
old. 

The park was opened to the public in the 
1970's and is well used by the city's inhabi
tants. From time to time new buildings are 
added to the complex. The mix of unreality 
combined with tradition has produced a 
number of pavillions which reflect the old 
and added to it a dimension of the new 
China. 

Below: Lanzhou Park at night from across the water. 
The park is made up of a number if gardens. 
Bottom: Triangular viewing pavilion in the Pei- Ta 
garden overlooking the Yellow River and the town 
behind. Built in 1959. 
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Above: Detail of the seven-tiered timber bracket, set in a 
cloud pattern. 
Leji: A cowtyard in the North Pagoda garden (Pei- Ta) 
built iin 1959 is surrounded by covered walkways with 
a pavilion (Pei Lou) at one end. 
Left, below: Roof edge detail. 
Below: Carved stone panels form the gable end of the 
roof, supported by wooden beams. Parts of the stone 
panels are old, but they have been 'completed' and 
restored by present-day cr<!Jismen. 
Bottom: . The timber structure has been repainted in 
traditional colours. 
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Left: Reconstructed covered 
walkway; the proportions of 
width to he(ght are very unusual 
and non-traditional. 
Below: The Jive-stream 
gardell ' (Wu Cheul1 ). 
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