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Kuwait Tower 

The Kuwait Tower is the culmination in the 
development of the architect Malene Bjorn who 
was born in 1914 in Copenhagen and who has 
had world wide expen'ence as a designer in 
Scandinavia, France, Italy, bldia arid the Unite!' 
States and is the Director of her own finn, Bjorn 
and Bjorn, In her Kuwait Tower Malene Bjorn 
has provided a symbol not only for the emerging 
urban environment of Kuwait, but for the Middle 
East in general, This work, which was given the 
prestigious Aga Khan Award for Architecture in 
1980, is proof that architecture can transcend 
technology when the designer takes into consid
eration that his task is to serve human beings in 
the widest possible terms , 

Technology in technologically necessary 
structures receive an additional meaning in 
the Middle East in the 'Kuwait Tower' by 
the Danish architect Malene Bj0rn. Signify-
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ing a changing value system, this structure 
has rightfully been accepted as a symbol for 
the city of Kuwait, The elementary necessi
ty of water is here contained in a sculptural 
and architectural structure which connects 
the ancient traditions and the contemporary 
requirements into an organic whole. Water 
as the element of survival for the desert 
community has been rearticulated on the 
basis of a modern tedmological civilisation 
without being restricted to a mere mecha
nical solution, 

Inaugurated on February 26, 1977 the 
three-part structure is located on the water
front near the harbour of Kuwait City on 
the prominent site of a small peninsula in 
the northern part of the central city. It was 
the personal wish of the Amir HH Sheikh 
Jaber AI Ahmed to give special significance 
to the Kuwait Tower. The tallest of the 



three towers is 180 metres high and consists 
of a concrete shaft and two spheres. The 
bottom half of the lower sphere contains a 
water reservoir with a capacity of 4500m', 
and the upper half of the sphere contains a 
restaurant for 90 guests, a banqueting hall 
and an indoor garden. The water reaches a 
level of 75 metres above ground, but the 
architect went beyond the height of the 
necessary technical requirements to create 
facilities for recreation and entertainment. 
What could have been a mere technical 
structure was created into something 
beyond, opening new perspectives into a 
humanistic approach toward technology in 
general. The upper sphere of the main 
tower, which can be reached by an elevator, 
contains a rotating cafeteria for 70 guests 
and a viewing terrace and provides chang
ing views of the urban environment of 

Interior if entrance to the tower. Mirrors reflect 
images to give the hall a feeling if space. 

Indoor garden plan 

The lower sphere section 

Kuwait City and the Arabian Gulf With a 
height of 185 metres, this tower is one of 
the tallest buildings in the Middle East. 

Adjacent to the main tower is a second 
smaller tower which is 140 metres high and 
has only one sphere which contains a 
second water reservoir with a capacity of 
4500m'. There are no facilities for recreation 
in this tower. The third and smallest tower 
contains only the lighting system that illu
minates the two larger towers at night. The 
outer skin of the spheres of the two larger 
towers are covered with enamelled plates of 
steel painted in a colour scheme of blues, 
greens and greys in harmony with the 
traditional ornamental forms of the Gulf 
architecture of the past, creating a brilliant 
impression in daylight and a light spectacle 
at night. 

VIEWING SPHERE 

"''' VIEWINGTEARACE 

VefWlNG SPHERE ENTRANCE 
RESTAURANT SPHERE ENTRANCE 
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