


KAMPUNG KALI CHO-DE 
YOGYAKARTA, INDONESIA 

Architect: YousefB. Mangunwijaya 

Community: Koperasi Permukiman dan 
Lingkungan Hidup Code Gondolayn 

Advisor: Willi Prasetya, Lurah (sector 
chief) 

Artists: Volunteer An Students in 
Yogyakarta 

Completed: 1985 

Kampung Kali Cho-de represents a community which, 

with the assistance of two key individuals, managed to 

lift itself from nearly sub-human circumstances to 

become a neighbourhood of honest - albeit poor -

people who are proud of their achievements. 

Since the 1950s, Kampung Kali Cho-de has been 

inhabited by the dregs and outcasts of society. The 

residents, some 35-40 families, were homeless people 

from the surrounding countryside who worked at the 

most menial of tasks. The site is on an extremely steep 

slope of compacted refuse on the bank of the River 

Cho-de. The dwellings were made of cartons and 

plastic sheets which disintegrated with each hard rain. 

The development of Kampung Kali Cho-de began in 

1973 when Willi Prasetya, the social chief of the area, 

began his efforts to improve the living conditions of its 

inhabitants. In 1980, Prasetya asked Y.B. 

Mangunwijaya, a Catholic priest, to work with the 

community; in 1983 Mangunwijaya actually moved into 

the Kampung. These two people convinced the 

government not to tear down the Kampung and to 

allow its continued improvement. They also convinced 

two local newspapers to provide financial help to the 

Kampung. 

The first priority was to build a community centre, 

"the House of the Brotherhood of Neighbours", where 

the most needy members - the children - could be 

taught, and where community issues could be dis

cussed. This centre was built over the edge walls of an 

existing storm-water sewer, and stone retaining walls 

were constructed to stop the refuse soil from sliding 

into the river. Using simple, conical, concrete footings, 

"A" frame houses were designed and constructed. 

Bamboo was used for joists and plaited bamboo mats 

for flooring. 

With the help of a group of volunteer art students, 

The site of the Kampung is very steeply sloping 
clown to the river Cho-cle, making it necessary to hnilcl 
dwellings on raised platforms to fit the topography. The 
architectural solution provided for Kampung Kali Cho-de i 
transitory, but effective, efficient and strikingly beautiful. 





the residents were inspired to paint their houses with 

colourful decorations. These included stylized patterns 

and animal and plant motifs, as well as huge monster

like figures. The paintings attracted the attention and 

interest of tourists, and made the government more 

tolerant of the formerly illegal settlement. 

Building services and site utilities are limited. 

Drinking and cooking water is supplied by a well near 

the community centre; the river serves for bathing as 

well as a latrine. Electricity has been introduced 

recently for lighting purposes, and payment is made to 

the co-operative on a wattage basis. There are three 

televisions. 

Prior to its development, Kampung Kali Cho-de was 

a place of ill-repute that was inhabited by outcasts. 

Today, it is a peaceful and harmonious community, 

poor but honest, and proud of its achievement. 

The Jury's citation reads as follows: 

This small project has accomplished the difficult task 

of endowing a marginalized population with dignity 

and self-respect by re-designing a derelict space into 

an urban environment. It is the result of one man's 

vision, aided by volunteers, to create a neighbourhood 

for thirty families who now have homes and the 

potential for secure, legal status. The architect's skill 

has yielded a new environment by securing the steep 

river hank with retaining walls, introducing stilt 

st ructures in rural materials, a nd providing space for 

a community centre. By the use of decoration and 

colour, the project achieves a unique vitality and 

identity. The scale is small, yet the achievement 

within the given conditions and constraints is im

mense and humane - a compelling mode! for the 

world at large. 

Beautiful painted designs add a sense of gaiety to each of 
the houses. The river, as well as the Gondolayu Bridge to the 
north, and Faridan M. Noto Street to the east, restrict the 
project lo a long, narrow band along the water's edge. 





RIGHT: A winding lane twists through the centre of 
the site; LEFT: Location plan of the project in the neigh
bourhood; OPPOSITE: Steeply pitched roofs and operable 
vents high up on the wall help to mitigate the hot, humid 
and rainy climate in Yogyakarta. 





ABOVE : The closeness of the houses and the climate 
encourage residents to spend much of their time outdoors; 
BELOW: Site plan: OPPOSITE: The profiles of the houses ill 
the Kampung, which are based on a centuries old rural 
prototype, blend into their surroundings and are elegant in 
their simplicity. 





Creativity mixed with pragmatism is the hallmark of 
Kampung Kali Cho-cle; ABOVE L AND R: Water, supplied by 
the river, is used for daily needs; BELOW: Schematic section 
through the site, and section-elevation. 
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BELOW: Section showing foundations and raised platforms; 
OPPOSITE: The Kampung seen from the riverbank. 
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Bright colours and natural materials characterize the 
aesthetic of the entire settlement: BELOW: Structural section 
through a typical house. 


