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• The restoration programme of Bukhara Old City, a legendary city of learn

ing and culture, and a jewel of medieval Muslim urbanism, sends a strong mes

sage to the rest of the Islamic world of the importance to restore and reinvest 

old towns with new ways of life. Given the economic weakness of the newly 

independent republic in an increasingly competitive international economy, the 

local community has taken the primary responsibility to reclaim the old city as 

its own. The ensuing integration of the remaining elements of the old city into 

the modern city fabric has been sensitively achieved. The restoration work is of 

acceptable quality, and the sense of place has been enhanced. The re-use of the 

historic spaces and buildings has been an economic, social and architectural 

success. The surroundings have also been revitalised, galvanising new construc

tion that is sensitive in scale and materials, and new economic activities. 

The versatile and everyday uses that have been integrated into the old city 

have given it a new lease of life. The upgrading of utilities, paving of streets and 

restoration of the old town centre have virtually transformed Old Bukhara from 

a derelict slum into a viable, functioning, living urban space with a cultural and 

aesthetic focus that is attractive to local visitors and foreign tourists alike. The 

historic monuments are no longer isolated, like objects on show in a museum, 

but are once again in context, restored and knit into a thriving and bustling city 

in harmony with the surrounding modern areas of new Bukhara. 

The combination of community effort and technical expertise represented in 

this project deserves high praise. The civic pride and enhanced cultural identity 

that are the outgrowth of this work demonstrate that a legacy can be more than 

a museum or a tourist destination. It can become an important part of the living 

present, to be used and enjoyed by residents and visitors alike; a continuing 

inspiration for new architecture and urbanism. 



• Bukhara was first settled in the 

middle of the first millennium BC, but 

became an important commercial, 

artistic and intellectual centre particu

larly after the beginning of the eighth 

century AD. Its influence continued 

until the city was almost levelled by the 

Mongol hordes under Genghis Khan 

in 1226. When it was revived, Bukhara's 

position on Central Asian trade routes 

generated enormous wealth which the 

Timurids and Uzbeks used to commis

sion architectural masterpieces, making 

Bukhara one of the most splendid cities 

in the Islamic world. In 1753, Bukhara 

became an independent khanate, 

continuing as such until 1868, when it 

was incorporated into Tsarist Russia. 

Following World War I it was taken by 

the Bolsheviks, and a number of 

monuments suffered from bombard

ment during the conflict. Uzbekistan 

became an independent republic with 

the collapse of the USSR in 1990, with 

Bukhara as the capital of one province. 

The old city of Bukhara has 500 

standing monuments within its ram

parts, including twenty-four madrasas, 

forty-eight mosques, fourteen caravan

serais, nine mausoleums, four trading 

domes, the Ark Citadel, and many 

hammams, old houses, and canals, as 

well as sections of the city ramparts 

and gates. The primary aim has been 

to conserve the major monuments and 

architectural landmarks in the centre of 

the old town and to integrate them 

with the life of the surrounding city. 

ABOVE: Reconstructed plan of the 
seventeenth-century city centre, after 
Klaus Herdeg; BELOW: The Ark 
Citadel was the seat of the Emir of 
Bukhara until 1917, and today houses 
a museum which displays the history 
of the city 



The few monuments that survived the 

Mongol invasions of 1226 - the 

Samanid mausoleum, the Magak-i 

Attar Mosque and the Kalyan Minaret 

and the Kalyan Mosque (1514), the 

trading domes of the sixteenth and 

seventeenth centuries - the Taq-i 

Sarrafan, Gaukushan and Zargaran -

and the madrasas of Ulugh Beg (1417), 

Kalyan (1515), Mir-i Arab (1536), 

Divan Bcgi (1619) and Abdul Aziz 

Khan (1652), were among the many 

studied and restored. Modern eyesores 

built in the 1950s were removed, which 

improved the articulation of spaces and 

opened up the old centre, enhancing 

the lines and masses of Bukhara's 

distinctive architecture. Electricity 

supplies were upgraded and a sewage 

system was installed, although the 

latter has not yet been connected to the 

whole town. Streets were paved with 

asphalt or concrete slabs, and the 

spaces around the monuments were 

paved with baked bricks, reducing the 

level of dust and making the old city a 

more attractive place in which to live, 

shop and walk. 

Buildings were restored to their 

original forms using traditional 

decorative features and motifs; no new 

additions were allowed. Baked brick, 

the basic building material in Bukhara, 

was used throughout the restoration. 

State regulations require that all build

ings use reinforced concrete for load-

bearing walls and portals as a necessary 

precaution against earthquakes, and so 

FROM ABOVE: The Poi-Kalyan, built 
between the twelfth and sixteenth 
centuries; Samanid mausoleum, built 
in the ninth and tenth centuries 





OPPOSITE, FROM ABOVE: The 
Kalyan Mosque complex; New Bazaar 
in front of the Kalyan ensemble; 
courtyard of the mosque; ABOVE: 
View of the courtyard and surround
ings; LEFT: Detail of tile work in the 
mosque •Ell 
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the structural members of the monu

ments were rebuilt with that material. 

Traditional materials such as ganj 

mortar (a mix of lime, crushed alabas

ter and ash) are used wherever possible. 

Locally manufactured glazed tiles arc 

commissioned and designed for each 

particular monument. The labour force 

is also local, and the master craftsmen 

arc descended from a long line of 

craftsmen their fathers and grandfa

thers also worked on preserving the 

monuments of Bukhara. 

Bukhara was one of the major 

intellectual and learning centres of 

medieval Islam, but under Soviet rule 

the numerous madrasas could not be 

used for teaching purposes. Today only 

Mir-i Arab is used for teaching Islamic 

studies that include Arabic, the Koran 

and Hadith. More than 200 pupils 

from all over Uzbekistan are currently 

registered at the Mir-i Arab, where 

they stay for two years before going to 

Egypt or Saudi Arabia for further 

study. Other madrasas have been 

turned into craft centres, ateliers and 

galleries, thus providing venues for the 

craftsmen and women of Bukhara: 

coppersmiths, embroiderers on velvet 

and silk, felt-makers, enamellers, 

potters and ironmongers work side by 

side in the restored Divan Begi 

madrasa. The Abdul Aziz Khan is now 

the headquarters of the Bukhara 

Restoration Office, while Ulugh Beg 

will become an institute for training 

restoration workers. The Tim Abdullah 

OPPOSITE: The Mir-i Arab madrasa 
and surrounding city fabric; FROM 
ABOVE: Mir-i Arab before and after 
restoration 



«sis: 

ABOVE: Divan Begì madrasa today 
houses many craftsmen's ateliers and 
shops; RIGHT: The popular tea houses 
around the Lab-i Hauz, opposite the 
Nadir Divan Begi Khanagah 



Khan has reverted to its original 

function as a silk and cloth warehouse. 

The restored trading domes of the 

Taq-i Sarrafan, Zargaran and Tilpak 

Furushan now provide space for all 

sorts of retailers - astrakhan hats, 

embroidered caps, antiques, dry goods, 

china, food stuffs and ready-made 

clothes are again being sold in these 

domes. New shopping arcades have 

been built near the Ark Citadel and by 

the Kalyan madrasa, and have brought 

more business into the old town, 

especially during the Sunday bazaars. 

The quality of restoration is ade

quate and, more importantly, is 

improving as a result of the Uzbeks' 

commitment to their heritage. On the 

whole, the brickwork is good, although 

the New Bazaar and most facades 

show rising damp and salt, a result of 

the high water table, which remains a 

serious problem for both old and new 

Bukhara. 

The current revitalisation is a 

reoriented and expanded programme, 

begun in the late 1960s with a scries of 

restorations. Today, as much attention 

is paid to the activities in the monu

ments and surrounding urban fabric as 

to the physical fabric itself. The 

Restoration Institute of Uzbekistan in 

Tashkent was created with the sole 

mission to revitalise the historic centres 

of old towns. The architects and 

restorers of the Tashkent Institute have 

worked with their counterparts in 

Bukhara to plan and carry out the 

FROM ABOVE: Interior of the Abdul 
Aziz Khan madrasa ceiling; Ulugh Beg 
madrasa 



restoration of Bukhara Old City. Since 

gaining independence in 1990, 

Uzbekistan has sought to define its 

national image, and the preservation 

and re-use of its architectural heritage 

are important components of this effort. 

The restoration of Old Bukhara is 

an immense undertaking that will 

continue for years to come. For 

example, only some fifteen per cent of 

the monuments of Bukhara have been 

conserved to date. This mammoth task 

is being tackled practically and 

rationally, with imagination and fore

sight, by the staff of the restoration 

institutes in Tashkent and Bukhara. In 

spite of all the difficulties Uzbekistan 

faces, the government, talented 

specialists and the general populace 

display a commitment to protect the 

architectural heritage of their city in an 

extraordinary expression of cultural 

identity. Selma Al-Radi 

Completed 1975 and ongoing 

Restoration: Restoration Institute of 

Uzbekistan 

Restoration Office of the Municipality of 

Bukhara 

Client: Municipality of Bukhara 

FROM ABOVE: The Taq-i Vlpak 
Furushan before restoration; many 
kinds of retailers have opened shops 
after restoration 



ABOVE: Two of the main pedestrian 
streets cross at Taq-i-Sarrafan; LEFT: 
The New Bazaar, built in 1993, brings 
many people to the old city every day 


