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Teaching of architecture at the ITAAUThas 
drastically changed over the last ten years 
when an attempt was made to adapt the 
curriculum to the cultural and socio-econo
mic situation of Tunisia. 

In 1975-76 young Tunisian teachers came to 
the school, trained either at the ITAAUT 
itself or in European schools, but very con
scious of the problems of the third world. In 
collaboration with French cooperants work
ing in Tunisia, this new generation of 
teachers started by looking into the prob
lems of bibliographic and iconographic re
ferences used in classes and studios. These 
references were, of course, the same as 
those used in French schools. Without 
changing the nature of courses or the struc
ture of teaching, the pedagogical team 
opened the school to its environment by 
choosing exercises that related to expressive 
references from the traditional context. 

Popular habitations, of course, with all their 
economic, social and cultural components, 
are a subject of great interest, so much so 
that sociologists, historians, engineers and 
architects launched with their students a 
campaign of systematic analysis, where all 
details were compiled to constitute refer
ence documents for teaching and research. 

This spontaneous effort was then included in 
the pedagogical area. Each year, at the 
beginning of the second half of the year, first 
and second-year students (around 160) are 
sent in three groups to do a week's field 
work. During this trip the students observe 
models of vernacular architecture and pro
duce a reference document which enables 
them fifteen days after the trip to carry out a 
project where they try to make a synthesis of 
the parameters which they have deciphered. 

This teaching, done early in the students' 
study, enables the student to discover by 
reading an environment which is culturally 
close to him, the different components of 
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architectural space, as well as physical, Student projects at ITAAUT. 
sociological, economic and cultural pheno-
mena which articulate the organisation of Photos: Courtesy of A. Djerbi. 

human institutions. Reading this open book 
enables us, as teachers, to sensitise the stu-
dent to issues that would take up several 
theory courses. 
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The interest of this exercise is in the appro
priation of the architectural heritage by the 
student, who will pursue his studies using his 
knowledge of these references. Teaching in 
general uses, in contrast, the international 
cultural context, where the influence of occi
dental values shows up in the smallest details 
of every-day life. 

This new approach has enabled the students 
from modest popular habitats of rural origin 
to become integrated in the pedagogical sys
tem and also to express themselves in a 
vocabulary which is familiar to them. Start
ing from this basis, it is easy to develop 
theory to enable them to master their con
ceptual approaches. 

The process enabled the majority of the stu
dents to choose a thesis pertaining directly 
to the architectural patrimony in urban or 
rural areas of Tunisia. These theses docu
ment different subjects, like the Arab Isla
mic architectural vocabulary, the organisa
tion of the urban space of medinas, the lay
out of rural space or regional technologies 
and modes of construction. 

As far as the student's personal research 
carried out in the sixth year is concerned, 
these theses are formulated in two phases. 
One is analytic and shows the parameters 
which the student arrived at in the reading of 
the cultural heritage. This analysis includes 
information relating to the anthropological, 
sociological, economic and technological 
areas, but also aesthetic and cultural ones. 
The descriptive documents include writing, 
designs and photographs. These documents 
are the basic material for the second work
ing phase, which is based on theoretical 
thinking on the subject and which involves 
attempting to order a space or an architec
tural project where the student uses his 
know-how and his capacity to synthesise 
different elements relating to his level of 
knowledge. 

In the last five years, 90 per cent of the 
diploma material has been taught in this 
way. This enables us to hope that the new 
generation of architects trained by the 
IT AAUT during this period will be better 
prepared to embark on operational work 
and to manage the transition from the tradi
tional to the modern. 
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