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The Amman seminar participants were 
privileged to see several new public build
ings in Amman on a site visit hosted by 
the local architectural professionals. The 
site visit afforded an opportunity to ob
serve Jordanian responses to the challenge 
of creating effective educational, recrea
tional and institutional spaces. At the 
same time, it brought the fact of the 
unprecedented amounts of building cur
rently underway in the Arab world strik
ingly to the fore. The four stops on the 
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site visit illustrate a great variety of public 
building types. 

Nasb AI Shaheed 

Nasb Al Shaheed, "The Martyrs' 
Memorial," was opened in 1977 as a monu
ment to members of Jordan's Armed 
Forces and National Guard who had lost 
their lives in the service of their country. 
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Amman, Jordan' Plan of Nasb Al Shaheed 
Ramp 1 (right): the Hashemite family and the 
Arab revolt; Ramp 2 (top): Trans-Jordan and 
the Arab Legion; Ramp 3 (left) modern 
Jordanian Armed Forces 

Plan: Jordanian Armed Forces 

The Memorial is approached by a broad 
staircase which rises behind the King Hus
sein Youth City; this ceremonial approach 
ends at the imposing Memorial itself, 37.8 
metres long, 27.2 metres wide and 13.5 
metres high. The building, oriented to 
take advantage of prevailing winds, is of 
reinforced concrete faced with white 
stone, encircled near the top by a basalt 
band of Koranic inscriptions. The cool 
interior is of polished granite, marble and 
bronze; the height of the space allows hot 
air to rise. 

Audio-visual displays of the history of the 
Jordanian Army are projected onto the 
four niched faces of the central "cube." 
Along the sides are ascending ramps de
voted to a "procession" through periods of 
Jordanian military history. The ramps sup
port display cases (in the form of antique 
military chests) which are in turn sur-
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mounted by green glass panels bearing 
Koranic injunctions to fight in the name of 
God. At the top of Nasb Al Shaheed is 
the actual and figurative culmination of 
the visitor's ascent through history: a 
walled garden, open to the sky. The trees 
and plants are symbolic of eternity and 
paradise. 

Nasb Al Shaheed attracts 700-1000 visitors 
per day. It combines symbolism and record 
and is both a shrine and a museum, pre
senting both the relics and the story of the 
past. 

Jordan University Mosque 

Completed in April 1980, the Jordan 
University Mosque by Attalah Doany is 
but one component of his total University 
scheme (see p. 45). However, authorities 

Amman, Jordan. Jordan University Mosque, 
under construction View of the qibla wall. 
Architect: Attalah Doany. Completed 1980 
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Amman, Jordan: Jordan University Mosque, after completion in 1980 Architect: Attalah Doany 
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interfered in the realization of the mosque 
design; it no longer reflects the architect's 
original intentions. 

The Jordan University Mosque combines 
traditional and modern materials. There is 
extensive use of glass and brass tubing; the 
latter, formed into arabesques, is found 
inside the dome and on the minaret and is 
repeated in the carpet pattern. Pointed 
arches form the vestibule, windows and 
awnings, and the qibla wall is uncharacter
istically pierced by glass windows. The 
original design called for a dome perfora
tion which would project a solar crescent 
onto the interior carpet on certain days of 
the year, but this ambitious plan was not 
realized. 

A paper on the Jordan University Mosque was 
distributed by Mr. Doany at the seminar, but space 
limitations preclude its reprinting here Readers 
wishing to obtain additional information on Jordan 
University or the Jordan University Mosque should 
contact the author 

Jordanian Parliament Building 

The Parliament Building is composed of 
two parts. The first, with a total floor area 
of three thousand square metres, includes 
offices and committee meeting halls. The 
second, covering ten thousand square 
metres, contains the assembly hall, library 
and other public areas. Completed in 
1980, the Parliament Building boasts 
interesting interior spaces and lavish 
materials and detailing. Architect Rasem 
Badran and Arabtech Consulting Engi
neers used local materials (with the 
exception of the green Italian marble 
interior revetment) and all local labour. 
Badran also designed the furnishings for 
the building. 

The assembly hall seats 150 representa
tives and has one thousand gallery-level 
seats for visitors. It is an imposing poly
gonal chamber paneled in stained oak and 
surmounted by a 28-metre diameter dome. 
The rectangular coffering on the dome is 
of faceted gypsum, graduated in size from 
the central "oculus" light fixture to the 
outer rim; the effect is one of dynamic 
movement. The exterior of the Parliament 
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Amman, Jordan: Jordan University Mosque. View of interior prior to completion in 1980, showing 
repeated pointed arches. Architect: Attalah Doany 

, Photo: A Doany 

Amman, Jordan: the Parliament Building View of the paneled polygonal assembly chamber 
Architect: Rasem Badran Completed 1980 
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Building is also lively, although not in such 
a unique manner: it is pierced by inter
laced geometric stone screens common to 
the fa'.<ades of the area. 

Haya Arts Centre 

The Haya Arts Centre, for children aged 
six to fourteen, is located near the King 
Hussein Housing Estate in a relatively 
affluent area of Amman. Three or four 
hundred children per day use the facilities, 
which include an art room, theatre, library 
and playground. The facilities are 
presently being expanded under the direc
tion of Jafar Tukan. A crafts workshop 
and gymnasium are planned, and labour 
for construction and maintenance is local. 

Scaled to children, the single-story Arts 
Centre is modeled on the barrel-vaulted 
Jordanian desert palaces (such as the well
known Qasr Amrah). The plan links hexa
gonal rooms around the central theatre, 
which boasts the finest acoustics in Jordan. 
In functional terms the building is suc
cessful, but it has suffered some structural 
(ceiling) damage as a result of a severe 
1980 winter. 

Named for the daughter of the late Queen 
Alia of Jordan, the Haya Arts Centre was 
built by an Iranian architect in 1977 as a 
gift from the Shahbanou Farah Diba. The 
bulk of its operating budget (about 
$240,000 U.S.) comes directly from His 
Majesty the King. The two thousand mem
ber children who use the Centre pay 5 
Jordanian dinars (about $15 U.S.) per 
year, while the actual cost for child care is 
nearly 40 J.D.lyear. 

Twelve full-time staff members are supple
mented by part-time assistants. They super
vise the very popular library containing 
eight thousand Arabic books, three 
thousand English volumes and some 
French texts. Only high-quality materials 
are provided in the art room, in a 
conscious effort to elevate tastes. As 
explained by Director Nabil Sawatha, the 
use of lesser-quality materials would 
transmit and condition a lower aesthetic 
expectation. 
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Amman, Jordan: the Parliament Building. View of the dome. Architect: Rasem Badran. Completed 
1980 

Photo: S Abuhamdehl MP Centre 

Amman, Jordan: the Parliament Building View of the exterior, showing pierced stone screens. 
Architect: Rasem Badran Completed 1980 
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Amman, Jordan: planned extensions to the Haya Arts Centre The existing building (to the left on this plan) contains an arts and crafts studio, 
theatre and library. The first extension will include a workshop, gymnasium, game room and offices. Extension Two contains a lecture hall and 
storage areas for the children's traffic school (in which they "drive" pedal cars and acquire familiarity with street signs and the rules of the road). 
Long-term plans call for a museum, commercial building and amphitheatre 

Plan: Jafar Tukan and Partners 



Amman, Jordan' crafts room in the Haya Arts Centre 
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Amman, Jordan: theatre of the Hays Arts Centre, in which seminar participants heard the Director of 
the Centre explain its programme and facilities 

Photo: Aga Khan A wards 

114 

The children are free to use the Centre on 
their own initiative, and the seminar par
ticipants could not help but note its popu
larity. Similar library, crafts and exercise 
facilities for children are now viewed as 
increasingly important additions to mass
housing projects. 


