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Among a variety of projects sponsored by 
the Turkish Ministry of Tourism and 
Information, the one closest to completion is 
the Antalya Citadel. That part of Antalya 
surrounded by the old city walls and includ
ing nine hundred residences, a commercial 
centre and the ancient harbour was declared 
a "protocol area." Since this project was to 
be a pilot study for similar projects 
throughout Turkey, it had to solve a number 
of administrative, financial, legal and tech
nical problems. The first phase of its 
implementation was to be carried out by 
government authorities; then the local 
people were supposed to take over and 
complete the project, with much more 
limited help from the Ministry, on the basis 
of what had been learned from the initial 
phase.' 

The Ministry of Tourism and Information 
drew up a plan 0/1000 in scale) in 1973, 
which was approved in 1974 by the Munic
ipality of Antalya, the Ministry of 
Reconstruction and Resettlement, and the 
Ministry of Cultural Affairs' Council on the 
Preservation of Monuments. The Ministry 
of Tourism and Information then began 
expropriating land for its implementation. 
119 parcels totaling 17,139 square metres 
have already been acquired, and the process 
is still under way. The total cost of the land 
will be around twenty million Turkish lire. 
Plans were drawn up for the renovation and 
building of the structures on the parcels 
already expropriated, and in 1977 con
tractors were invited to present their bids. 

The conservation plans for the entire 
protocol area are being prepared at the 
Middle East Technical University, and 
should be completed in 1979. When they are 
approved, actual construction can begin. 
Financial help provided by the Tourism 
Bank of Turkey and technical help pro
vided by the Ministry of Tourism and 
Information will aid in the relocation of 
people displaced by the planned commercial 
and tourist activities. Contributions to the 
project from the Foundation for the Con
servation of Monuments, Environment and 
Tourism Values have been promised. 

To rehabilitate a historic architectural 
complex is much more expensive than to 
build an entirely new one, whether on 
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developed or undeveloped land. Over the 
next four years, 350 million Turkish lire will 
be appropriated for the completion of the 
first phase. Subsequent allocations will be 
made on the basis of a cost analysis of these 
expenditures. 

The objectives of the project are to save 
irreplaceable examples of Turkish architec
ture in the historic centre of the city of 
Antalya, examples which are threatened by 
uncontrolled development resulting from 
intense industrial activity in the region. The 
solutions to the financial, administrative, 
legal and technical problems encountered in 
the course of the project will also serve as 
models for the conservation of other his-

KEY: 
I Boarding house 
2 Hotel, motel 
3 Harbour master, customs, police 
4 Restaurant 
5 Nightclub, disco 
6 Tavern 
7 Snack bar, cafe 
8 Library, seminar hall 
9 Bank 

General plan of Antalya harbour area 

Pho/a G. Yalim 

torical centres in Turkey. It is also hoped 
that the project will discourage emigration 
to other areas by improving the socio
economic conditions of the local inhabi
tants, mostly fishermen, labourers and other 
low-income people 

A small-craft harbour with quays and piers, 
navigation services, dry-docking and storage 
facilities, fuel stations, electricity, telephone 
and a fresh water supply is planned. The site 
will include streets with their original 
pavements restored, parking facilities, 
central television facilities, street lighting, 
telephone, and a water and sewer system. 
Houses will be restored to include whatever 
is necessary for their newly-assigned 
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Detail. northern part of Antalya harbour: the recreational area 
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General view of houses (above) 
View of escarpment from harbour (below) 
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functions. The city walls surrounding the 
harbour and the area to be conserved will be 
restored or reconstructed; the existing green 
belt around the site will be maintained. 
Hotels, restaurants and leisure facilities 
approved by the Council on the Preserva
tion of Monuments will also be restored or 
rebuilt. Restoration or construction of 
buildings to be used for official and social 
facilities still await approval by the Council, 
as do facilities for the harbour adminis
tration. 

To date the site has been prepared, the 
contractors have placed their bids, the work 
has been contracted for and construction is 
now under way. The cost of the project
including road resurfacing, street lighting, 
the television tower, telephone network, 
water supply and sewerage-is anticipated 
to be about twenty million Turkish lire in 
1978 prices. Aside from electricity, water, 
the telephone station and the supply system 
for boats, ninety percent of the funds needed 
for the small-craft harbour have been 
provided through the allocation of fifteen 
million Turkish lire in the 1975 budget of 
the Construction Ministry. 

The existing structures have already been 
recorded and drawn; the restoration and 
implementation projects are still in prepara
tion. Construction at the harbour of a hotel 
with a 66-bed capacity, a restaurant large 
enough to serve 150 people and various 
administrative facilities was started in 1977. 
The winning low bid for the hotel was ten 
million Turkish lire. The Ministry of 
Tourism and Information is constructing the 
restaurant and administration buildings, 
hiring the workmen and purchasing the 
equipment, but using its own engineering 
staff for supervision. According to an 
agreement signed by the Ministry of 
Tourism and Information and the School of 
Agriculture at Ankara, landscaping of the 
site is being undertaken by the school, 
beginning in 1979. 

The Antalya harbour project is a pioneer 
effort in the state-supported conservation of 
the architectural heritage on a large scale. 
The first phase is meant to serve as a model 
for others. In the second phase, the inhabi
tants themselves will do the restoration of 
the houses according to guidelines now 
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Elevations and sections of the old residential architecture of Antalya 
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being drawn up for the entire conservation 
area at the Middle East Technical Uni
versity. These houses are mainly wooden 
structures typical of traditional Turkish 
architecture. This phase of the operation is 
regarded as the backbone of the whole 
project. 

Since the Ministry of Tourism and Informa
tion is carrying out the project on behalf of 
the local authorities, support of the Antalya 
municipality was essential and has been 
forthcoming. The state is now taking steps 
to establish contact with the general public 
to ensure its cooperation in this work. Local 
exhibitions are presented on every aspect of 
the project. Open panel discussions are 
arranged, and polls are taken to determine 
public reaction to the plans. These polls 
unfortunately indicate a good deal of indif
ference and even antipathy; the Ministry of 
Tourism and Information continues to do its 
best to change this, and to display its 
determination by enthusiastic planning, 
preparing exhibitions and appropriating 
funds. To its credit, local people are 
gradually beginning to show some interest 
and attempts at cooperation in the Antalya 
harbour project. 

Reference Note 

1 A description of this project was presented to the 
Council of Europe's Committee on Historical Sites and 
Monuments, at the Conference of European Archi
tectural Heritage Year held in Amsterdam in 1975 
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Suggested rehabilitations of a single large house 
as a hospice 
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