
Eyiip is one of the earliest Turkish settle
ments on the Golden Horn. It derives its 
name from Halid bin Ebu Eyyub el-Ensari, 
a friend and standard-bearer of the Prophet 
Mu1;\ammad who devoted his life to the 

, spread of Islam. He took part in the second 
\ ~iege of Constantinople at the age of eighty, 

\but the hardships of battle took their toll 
llld he died soon after. He was buried 
'ltside the city walls of Constantinople. But 

when Mehmed II besieged the city, the 
particular spot where Eyyub el-Ensari was 
buried had been forgotten. Mehmed was 
keen on finding the site, and consulted 
Ak~emseddin, a religious leader of the time. 
The sacred spot was revealed to Aksemsed
din in a vision, and excavation broJght the 
site to light in the form of Eyyub el-Ensari's 
tombstone. 

After the conquest of Istanbul, Mehmed II 
ordered a mausoleum to be constructed over 
the tomb of Eyyub el-Ensari. A mosque, a 
madrasa, an almshouse, a caravanserai, 
shops and a public bath were built near the 
site, as the centre of a new settlement 
populated by people transplanted from 
Bursa. Eyyub el-Ensari's tomb soon became 
an important shrine and a popular object of 
pilgrimage. The settlement developed 
quickly, and by the sixteenth century it was 
one of the most populous areas outside the 
city walls. Because of its location on the 
Golden Horn, the coastline of Eyiip was also 
a favourite place to build seaside villas for 
the royal family and upper-level state 
officers 

Beginning with Biiyezid Jl, Ottoman sultans 
were traditionally inaugurated at Eyup The 
ceremony started at the Topkapl Palace, 
where the new sultan, the mufti, viziers and 
other officers assembled and proceeded to 
Eyiip on horseback. They visited the 
mausoleum of Halid bin Zeyd first, then 
entered the mosque where the imam 
addressed them. The new sultan swore on 
the Koran to work hard to propagate Islam 
and extirpate the infidels. To this end, he 
girded himself with the sword of Osman, the 
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The Eyup conservation area, on the Golden Horn north of Istanbul 
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founder of the Ottoman state. Later the 
procession advanced to the harbour along 
Bostan iskelesi Street, and sailed to the 
arsenal at Kaslmpa~a. 

The presence of the tomb of Halid bin Zeyd 
lent an additional sacredness to the place, 
one that people wanted to share by being 
buried in the vicinity. Vast cemeteries with 
cypress trees grew up around the mausoleum 
and the mosque. The viziers and high 
officers of state had their own mausolea 
constructed on this holy land. Other public 
and religious buildings, such as mosques, 
madrasas, schools, libraries, tekkes, 
fountains and almshouses were established 
as vakf institutions to serve the needs of this 
flourishing centre. 

In the nineteenth century, industrial growth 
in Eyiip resulted in large-scale development 
along the coastline, and several of the timber 
houses were destroyed by devastating fires. 
In the twentieth century modern construc
tion technology was introduced, and 
beginning in 1960, most of the surviving 
timber houses were taken down to make 
way for new apartment buildings. Pollution 
in the Golden Horn has made the area unfit 
for habitation Few people live in Eyiip, 
although it has maintained its religious 
significance as a pilgrimage site. There is a 
need to revitalize its rich connections with 
the past. The derelict areas have to be given 
new life by assigning new functions to them. 
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Eyup, Mihrifah Sultan [maret and environs: monument inventory 

Drawing: M Kamil, et al 

"flIlRt~AIl St'] rAN 

Tl'RflESI 

[ 
1 , 

.v », 
1 _ J 

••·· ••• 1 ••. •• •••• ••••••••• 

11-
\ AGE OF BUILDINGS 

\ .\ 
\ ~ _ 16 TH CENTURY 

\ c:zJ 18 TH CENTURY 

r \: ::~: ~::~;: 
, I 
\ i 

FF.Rlm~ "NjA T[lRBESl --- - 1 

\ 
1 II 

t'yup. Mihri~ah Sultan [maret and environs: age of buildings 
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Our study of the Eyiip historic centre started 
by recording the monuments and historic 
buildings on the site. To come up with a 
sound decision on the best mode of inter
vention in the historic centre, an efficient 
system for recording and analysis was 
needed, and for this purpose Council of 
Europe inventories were used. Facts relating 
to the properties of the site as a whole, its 
historical development, the typology of the 
buildings in the area, the demographic 
structure, traffic flow infrastructure, the 
number of schools, open spaces and com
mercial areas were all studied. To comple
ment these facts, further graphic documenta
tion was produced to represent the archi
tectural importance of buildings (class I and 
II, historical open areas, unsuitable devel
opment), the ages of buildings, and a spatial 
analysis (passageways, porticoes, enclosed 
spaces). 

Monuments and historic buildings within 
the conservation area were inventoried. 
Inventories included the general description 
of the building and its function, form, 
construction, structure and historic associa
tions. Detailed descriptions covered such 
items as the use of each room, the activities 
taking place within each space, formal 
considerations relating to the planimetric 
and volumetric bases of the building, 
constructional and structural properties, 
finishings, decorative elements, climatic 
considerations and orientation. The monu
ment inventory was later supplemented by a 
formal analysis of spatial elements, the form 
of the functional areas, roofing elements and 
enclosing elements; the numerical values 
relating to the spatial elements-one or two 
dimensional or volumetric; and a graphic 
representation of the building, its plans, 
cross-sections and elevations. 

The first post-inventory, practical measure 
taken was to minimize rapid change, by 
scheduling alterations to buildings, trees, 
street lines and historical open spaces well in 
advance. This prevented, at least to some 
extent, the unchecked demolition of old 
buildings and temporarily halted the spread 
of new developments and new roads. The 
Eyiip conservation plan recommended the 
preservation of the old street pattern in the 
historic centre. In some cases, the old streets 



had already lost some of their surrounding 
elements, but it was still regarded as de
sirable to preserve their patterns as 
documentary evidence. For example, 
cul-de-sacs such as the Oyuncak~ilar 
Cikmazi and Turbe Arkasi Sokak are basic 
elements of the settlement pattern; they can 
be conserved by maintaining existing his
toric structures and then filling in the gaps. 
Since these streets in the historic centre are 
incapable of coping with modern traffic, 
maintaining them has the further advantage 
of freeing the centre from the noise, vibra
tion and exhaust fumes that both pollute the 
environment and cause serious deterioration 
of the structures. 

The Eyup Conservation Area 

If Eyiip is to be restored to its former status 
as a fashionable district, the area as a whole 
must first be rehabilitated and regenerated. 
This involves major changes in the social 
and economic lives of the present inhabi
tants. Removing industry and replacing it 
with housing, cultural and tourist functions 
can help to enhance the living standards in 
the area. Eyiip, Mihrifah Sultan [maret and environs: spatial analysis 
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The present planning regulations are not, Drawing: M Kami!, et al 
however, sufficient to prevent the intrusion 
of out-of-scale buildings into the historic 
environment. Standards for new building in 
historic areas ought to be established that 
place special requirements on material, scale 
and colour. The results of the formal, spatial· 
and numerical analyses that are currently 
being made can help the designer in his 
work. Since the vernacular architecture in 
Eyiip is mainly of timber, prohibiting 
further use of glass, mosaic and faience on 
the exteriors could be a useful first step. 
Timber and brick integrate better with the 
existing structures. 

The high quality of the monuments in Eyiip 
deserves to be complemented by the new 
designs, which should also reflect the respect 
we owe to this important site. But the 
conservation of Eyiip can only be realized as 
part of the larger programme of the rehabili
tation of the Golden Horn. To implement 
the recommendations, the government has 
to provide subsidies and long-term loans. 
Financial help must also be forthcoming 
from international contributions, and from 
the industry that has caused so many of the 
district's problems. 
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