
Revival of Birzeit's Historic Centre

Birzeit, Palestine

Architect Riwaq - Centre for 
Architectural Conservation

Client Birzeit Municipality

Commission 2006
Design 2007 - 2011
Construction 2008 - 2012
Occupancy 2009

Site 40'640 m2

Ground Floor 10'191 m2

Total Floor 8'411 m2

Costs US$ 2'199'263

Programme This five-year project has 
transformed the decaying 
town of Birzeit and revived 
vanishing traditional crafts in 
the process. Community 
involvement was encouraged 
from the start, including local 
NGOs, the private sector, 
owners, tenants and users. 
Both historic buildings and 
public spaces have been 
rehabilitated into community 
activity hubs. Replaced 
sections of wall remain 
distinguishable from the 
original structures, without 
harming architectural 
coherence. Lost features were 
replaced where there was 
clear evidence for their 
former appearance, such as 
floor tiles with Palestinian 
motifs. Affordable traditional 
techniques and local 
materials were used 
throughout.

Building Type Area Conservation
2013 Award Cycle 4022.PAL








